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Abstract
(Sustainable Development and Confronting Environmental Pollution and Climate Change)

In order to sustain human existence and protect it from disastrous threats, it is so important to
reform the consequences of industrial and technological progress. These consequences are
represented by the consumption of the resources of the planet, global heat, climate change, hurricanes,
floods, loss of billions of metric tons of the ice of Northern and Southern Poles, ozone stratum
corrosion and warm gases in addition to the increase in the pollutant emissions, ocean acidification
and pollution, aridity, desertification, forest stripping, and removal of plant cover. These
consequences badly effected on the life of people, plants, coral reef and other cultural beings. The
Secretary-General of The United Nations, Antonio Guterres confirmed this fact in his speech to the
Twenty-Fourth United Nations Conference of the parties of The United Nation Frame Agreement for
climate change COP24 in Katowice, Poland (3 December 2018). He bitterly announced, “We are in
a predicament”, and “if we lose this opportunity (the conference) to stop climate change, it will be
immoral as well as committing suicide”. This shows the depth of the human crisis resulting from the
international environmental pollution and climate change. This also needs practical and scientific
solutions from countries, governments, individuals, people, companies and non-governmental
organizations through sustainable development, which Secretary-General of the United Nations
considered a realistic way and important international project to transform to green economy and to
treat the massive emission of gases giving rise to global heat and the erosion of ozone, and to
transform to clean technology.

The study supposes that sustainable development is an overall program of economic, social,
environmental and technological sides to confront environmental pollution and climate change, and
to decrease its effects, decrease global heat, and reduce harmful gas emissions that threaten human
and animal life. It is a set depending on local, national and international efforts, non-governmental
organizations, companies and individuals. It also needs a governmental will and sufficient financing
in order to treat the harms that threaten people, countries and individuals and materials on earth. But
this humanistic global project faces difficulties and is slow in its movement. Moreover, its results that
are shown by the sustainable development indicators do not parallel the increase in the effects of the
global pollution and climate change.

That is what the Secretary-General alarmed about in Poland Climate Summit 2018. The study
consists of three chapters. The first chapter is about pollution and its aspects as a scientific background
to the second chapter, which deals with the effects of environmental pollution and climate change
and their effects on physical, psychological and mental health in addition to the internal and external
migration and the effects on organisms. The economic effects (loss and harm) are also studied in this
chapter. The third chapter studies the sustainable development and environmental pollution because
they are the international project to confront the effects of pollution and different climate changes,
and how to decrease them by analyzing the nature of sustainable development through its definitions,
aspect, aims, principles, characteristics, requirements and indicators. Then through studying the
international conferences and plans of sustainable development. By the analyses of these chapters
and their relationship to the environmental pollution and global climate change, the capacity of the
state of sustainable development to confront environmental pollution and climate change. The results
of this confrontation are also shown. This study looks forward to be a further step in the way to protect
human life, organisms, natural, physical and cultural heritage from the horrific effects of

environmental pollution and climate change.
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!, United Nations, Secretary General; Katowice, Poland; Secretary General Remarks at the opening of the COP24. 03
December 2018. https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2018-12-03/secretary-general-remarks-opening-cop-
24.

2. Ibid.
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