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Abstract

This study discusses the nature of the relationships and interactions created by the armed groups
developing capabilities in the Sinai. The study searches their threat to Egyptian national security and
the relevance of their threat to the Gaza Strip, especially in the light of many accusations linking them
to Gaza Strip.

This study identifies the problem by one main question: What are the repercussions of the armed
groups presence in the Sinai on Egypt's stance toward the Palestinian issue? This comes in attempt to
analyze the relationship between the study variables represented in the armed groups in Sinai as an
independent variable, and the Egyptian stance on the Palestinian issue as the dependent variable.

This study aims to alert and consider the level of risk which resulted by the lack of control over the
Sinai Peninsula due to its political and strategic significance. It also sheds light on these groups to
provide a vision for Egyptian and Palestinian decision makers to find cure mechanisms for the
growing crisis in the Sinai and consequently its impact on the Palestinian cause. In addition, it aims to
resolve the controversy about the path of the relationship between Hamas and the Egyptian regime,
and recognize Egyptian attitude toward some Palestinian files like reconciliation, negotiations and
Rafah crossing in the light of the armed groups presence in the Sinai.

To achieve its objectives, the study relied on three research approaches: the historical method to
keep track of the history of relationship between armed groups in the Sinai and the Palestinian
actors; descriptive analytical method to get to the principles and pillars followed by the Egyptian
regime and the Palestinian side in the formulation of their stances towards armed groups; and the
groups analysis methodology which looks in the formation of groups through kinship, geographic
proximity, ideological commitment and case study method to shed light on the armed groups as a
case study.

The study came up with several results, including:

The Sinai and Gaza are considered as the first line of defense for Egypt and the strategic depth for its
national security from its eastern border, but after the rise of armed groups in the Sinai, and the
continuation of the rule of Hamas in the Gaza Strip, Egypt considered that Gaza Strip has become a
threat to its national security. This variable is what prompted the decline in public Egyptian support
to the Palestinian issue, especially after the June / 2013 revolution. The Palestinian issue is no longer
an Egyptian priority after Egypt's engagement in its internal crises, especially in the Sinai Peninsula.
Israel exploited this tension in the region, especially in the Sinai, to confirm the credibility of its claims
that it is not the cause of instability in the region, but other reasons unrelated to Israel lies in the
armed and religious conflicts in the region.
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