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Abstract
The Economic Sanctions as One of the American External Policy Tools
a Comparative Study
The Islamic Republic of Iran and North Korea as a Model (1979-2020)
Zeyad Eid Ghattas Hijazeen
Mu'tah University, 2020

This study aimed at identifying the importance of economic sanctions
as a tool for the American external policy. The study tool was applied to the
Islamic Republic of Iran and North Korea as the study case.

The studyattempted to identify the concept of economic sanctions and
their impact on the countries to which they were applied. The study addressed
the reasons for conflict between the United States of America from the one
hand and between both Iran and North Korea on the other hand. The study
demonstrated the impact of economic sanctions on the different aspects in the
Islamic Republic of Iran and North Korea.

In order to get to the study results, the following hypothesis was cited:
the effect of the economic sanctions directed towards countries increases
according to potentials of the countries to which those sanctions were applied.

The study used the historical approach to study the past events and
history and clarify the relationship between Iran and North Korea with the
USA. The approach of decision-making aswell as the comparative approach
were also used toaddress the facets of similaritiesand differences between
North Korea and the Islamic Republic of Iran and demonstrate the way
through which the USA made its decisions towards these countries.

The results revealed that there is an impact for the economic sanctions
on changing their behavior; however, the changes were not significant since
there were many violations for the sanctions imposed on these countries by
the allied nations and the effectiveness of economic sanctions require the
existence of a unified policy as well as a commitment by all the countries
required for applying those sanctions. The results also showed that it is
difficult for the USA to use the military force against Iran and North Korea,
since the regional competition and conflict axes extend to include more than
one country.

Based on the results, the study recommended the necessity of urging
scholars to give more attention to address the impact of having a nuclear
program that could be developed to be nuclear weapons as well as the
consequences of that on the international political system. The study also
recommended the necessity of using the diplomatic methods for solving the
international problems related to the nuclear programs, since they are the best
methods for preventing the occurrence of uncontrolled-international problems.
Key words: economic sanctions, external policy, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
the United States of America, North Korea.
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