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Abstract

This study aims to define digital repositories in general and in particular digital
institutional repositories with the purpose of designing, creating and testing a
template proposal of a digital institutional repository for the Department of
Library and Information Science (LIS), University of Khartoum using Dspace
open access system. The study also aims to clarify the repository's vision,
mission, and objectives. It also focuses on the policies of the digital repository in
collecting, housing, classifying, cataloguing, preserving, managing and
providing access to digital content. The writer used a multi method approach,
including the historical method, the descriptive analytical method, the
experimental method and the evaluative method. Data are collected through a
number of tools, including literature review (in Arabic and English), personal
interview, focus group interview, and questionnaire. The study population is
composed of affiliates of the Department of Library and Information Science of
the University of Khartoum’s, current teaching staff, undergraduates and
graduate students and library users from other institutions. The sample
includes 50 respondents, and the research uses two types of sampling methods:
the random and the purposive. The main findings of the study are as follows:
The repository of the Department of Library and Information Science of the
University of Khartoum was created and tested. The Digital Institutional
Repository of the University of Khartoum has been highly appreciated and
endorsed by people in the field of librarian science and technology information.
It is also worth mentioning that its users prefer digital repositories to hard copy
books for it enables quick easy simultaneously access to deposits. The research
clearly states that the intellectual output of the university staff is the most

valuable content in this repository.
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