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*Robert Dahl, A Critique of the Ruling Elite American Model OP. Cit, P.468.
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'William B Qandt, The Comparative Study of Political Elites, (California :Santa Monica) ,1969, p 28.
’Ibid,P.29.
*William B Qandt ,The Comparative Study of Political Elites, Ibid , p 29.
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’James bill ,and Robert L. Hardgrave, Comparative Politics: the Quest for Theory,(Chicago: Charles E. Merril Puplishing
Company),1973, P.P. 63-67.
*James bill ,and Robert L. Hardgrave<Comparative Politics: the Quest for Theory, Op. Cit, P.P 63-67.
“Ibid, P P 63-67.
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*Paolo Zannoni, The Concept of Elite ,European Journal of Political Research, vol.6, 1987, P.P. 16-17.
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! David Hearst , Mohammed bin Salman ( Saudi Arabia’s prince of Chaos ) , Middle East Eye center, 21 June 2017 :
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!Sultan Barakat , Is There A Path To Peace In Yemen ?, Brooking center , 26 April 2016 :
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/
2 .

Ibid .
*Michael Knights and Alexandre Mello , The Saudi-UAE War Effort In Yemen ( Operation Golden Arrow In Aden ), The
Washington institute , 10 August 2015 :
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/
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3Diriya , Interview With Muhammad bin Salman , The Economist, 6 January 2016 :
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*Ben Hubbard and Mark Mazzetti and Eric Schmitt, Saudi King’s Son Plotted Effort to Oust His Rival , The New York Times,
18 July 2017.
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! Ibid.
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*Ben Hubbard and Mark Mazzetti and Eric Schmitt, Saudi King’s Son Plotted Effort to Oust His Rival,OP. Cit.
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Ibid.
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Abstract
Saudi Arabia has recently seen a number of qualitative changes that have not been
witnessed since the date of its establishment, and despite the difficulty of predicting
the money of these changes, the preliminary evidence, especially the decisions to
arrest a number of princes and ministers, suggests that Saudi Arabia is on its way to
the past, by overthrowing constants Many have settled in the behavior of the state and
society. The change that has taken place since King Salman took office has been
outweighed by the fact that it is merely a power struggle that began with the removal
of Prince Mugrin Ben Abdelaziz from the Covenant's mandate. While others believe
that these changes are necessary to maintain the kingdom's presence and to transfer
leadership to a new generation of young people, the change of Saudi leadership after
King Abdullah's departure has led to changes in the elite, exemplified by the elite
brought by King Salman.This study aims to analyze the trends of the ruling elite in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from 2005 until the end of the study, and analyze the
relationship between it and the odds of changes in Saudi foreign policy, especially in

the Arab Gulf region, in the light of the major challenges faced by the region.

The questions are answered through three chapters,the first chapter: the elite theory
and external trends: a conceptual approach,in this chapter, the elite approach is
examined in theory and methodology and the extent to which it can be used in the
field of political systems .And the second chapter: the Saudi elite, the origins,
structures, and role ,this chapter discusses the multiple elites that are distributed on
the map of the Saudi society and its social origins and developments in the direction
of the elite in the era of King Abdullah towards the Arab Gulf region in the period
(2005-2015) , As for the third chapter: the ruling elite and the Arab Gulf region during
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the period (2015-2018), this chapter discusses the era of King Salman and the
consequent changes in the Saudi leadership after the departure of King Abdullah of

several changes in the elite.
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Sammary of the Research
Introduction and research problem:

Saudi Arabia has recently withnessed a number of qualitative changes that it has not
witnessed since its establishment, and despite the difficulty of predicting the outcome
of these changes, initial evidence, especially decisions to arrest a number of princes
and ministers, indicates that Saudi Arabia is on the way to breaking with the past, by
overthrowing many constants It settled in the behavior of the state and society. And
the change that has taken place since King Salman took the reins of government is
likely by some that he is nothing more than a struggle for power that began to remove
Prince Mugrin bin Abdulaziz from the mandate of the Covenant. Others believe that
these changes have become necessary to maintain the kingdom's existence and

transfer leadership to a new generation of young people.

Hence, the change of the Saudi leadership after the departure of King Abdullah
resulted in changes in the elite, represented by the elite that King Salman brought,
and it was noted that King Salman issued thirty—seven days after his sale, royal
orders, which included basic ministerial amendments and fundamental changes in the
joints of the Saudi state Among the most important of these was the formation of a
council for political and security affairs headed by Muhammad bin Nayef, the crown
prince and the interior minister. These amendments were considered by the monitors
as sufficiently radical to constitute a shift and a change in the policies of the late King

Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz.

King Salman succeeded his brother, King Abdullah, in the rule of the Saudi state, and

it became clear from the first day the arrival of what he called (the policy of firmness),
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changes began with what can be described as the total change of a number of
ministers, executive councils and senior officials, such as the president of the royal
court, which was never completed One in office after King Salman came to power,
and nearly eight councils that in fact manage a number of important files in the state
have been abolished, and replaced by the Political and Security Affairs Council and
the Economic and Development Affairs Council with a membership of only ministers,

and weekly meetings, in a sign of activating the role of the authority More operational.

When he assumed power in early 2015, King Salman was in front of an institution and
a team working for a long time with King Abdullah, and this team began to pave the
transition and succession process under a certain arrangement, and it was natural for
the new king to come to the centers and people who participated in the previous
arrangement, and given To the role of personal and political loyalties and the
reconciliations of the groups, the removal of an existing and penetrated structure
required the displacement of the entire team and the apparatus, which happened

dramatically since the first day of King Salman's assumption of the throne.

Prince Muhammad bin Salman was appointed as the crown prince of 2017, and he
has shown open and different directions from his predecessors from Saudi leaders,
both internally, such as allowing Saudi women to drive, entering sports fields and
activating the entertainment authority, and he spoke frankly about Saudi Arabia's
approach to combat religious extremism within the state — which is known locally as
the awakening — He described it as an intruder to Saudi society or externally, such as
leading the war against the Houthis in Yemen, intercepting the Iranian nuclear
agreement and threatening to develop Saudi Arabia a nuclear bomb, if Iran produced

a nuclear weapon.
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This study aims to analyze the trends of the ruling elite in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia from 2005 until the end of the study, and to analyze the relationship between it
and the possibilities of changing Saudi foreign policy, especially in the Arab Gulf

region in light of the major challenges faced by the region.
research importance:
The importance of the study lies in the following:

1- There are many analyzes that focused on the role of the leader, while there are

limited analyzes that focused on the role of the elite.

2- That there is a degree of changes in the orientations of Saudi foreign policy, and it

is required to know the role of the elite in bringing about these changes.

2- Intense conflicts and rivalries in the Middle East, and identifying the most
prominent factors in crystallizing these conflicts and rivalries, whether the elite is
the most important factor in this regard, or the factors of regional and

international environments.
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