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 العملية على الليبية ا
زمة تأثير
ھامة تعكس ا�شكالية  أسئلة 

 ا
زمة بين الع�قة ما ؟ الليبية
ا�نط�ق من فرضية اساسية يمكننا 

وأخرى صفرية � تتوقع " با أو ايجابا
 يتجسد في الليبية ا
زمة جوھر

 الديكتاتورية نموذج وأنصار،  

ففي كل فصل .  والمضمون التنظيمي
 بين سيتم التوفيق أنه كما.  موضوع
 الكتاب فصول تتبع ، ذلك إلى باEضافة

الرباعي ،  تحليلمدخل ال استخدام
. ا
مر لزم كلما اEحصائية والتقنيات
 الكتاب قراءة قبل فصل كل عن

 في القراء مساعدة إلى في بداية كل فصل
 .على حدة

 مستقل كمتغير الليبية ا
زمة 
 ست الليبية من خ�ل السياسية 
ك� من النظامين ووالدولة ،  والمنظمة ،

 وھما ،ھامين  موضوعين التعرف على
 على اEقليمي المستوى كما يمكن التعرف في إطار

غير الشرعية المعقودة بين ليبيا من ناحية وايطاليا ومالطا  وا�تحاد ا�وروبي من 
وأخرا وليس اخيرا ، يمكن استط�ع ووصف وتحليل مواضيع أخرى للعملية 
 .السياسية في ليبيا ما بعد القدافي على مستوى الجماعة مثل تسييس انشاط ك� من  القبلية والعشيرة 

كما يمكن التعرف على مستوى الدولة من خ�ل وصف وتحليل العملية التشريعية في ليبيا ما بعد 
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 ملخص الكتاب بالعربي

 

تأثير ومقارنة وتحليل ووصف عراضاست إلى الكتاب 
 ث�ثة طرحوفي ھذا السياق يمكن . 2011منذ  
الليبية السياسية العملية ھي ما ؟ الليبية ا
زمة ھي ما :

يمكننا  مبدئيًا ؟ أخرى جھة من السياسية والعملية
با أو ايجاباسل الليبية السياسية العملية على تؤثر الليبية 

جوھر بأن الصدد ھذا في ويمكن القول في. بين المتغيرين
 جھة من مقرطةالدمؤيدي عملية التحول الديمقراطي أو 

 .أخرى جھة من المدعوم دوليا وإقليميا

التنظيمي البعد حيث منتختلف عموما  الكتاب ھذا
موضوع لكل مفتاحيه وكلمات ملخص تقديم يتممن فصول الكتاب س

باEضافة. الكتاب أنحاء جميع في والكمية النوعية 
استخداممث�  يتمس ، وبالتالي ، ا�جتماعية العلوم 

والتقنيات،  الكمي والكيفي المضمون وتحليل والمدخل ا�ستشرافي ،
عن موجزة فكرة على بالحصول مھتمينا�عزاء 

في بداية كل فصل الرئيسية والكلمات الملخصات تھدف
على حدة الكتاب موضوعاتكل موضوع من ل موجز 

 معفي إطار ھذا الكتاب  التعامل يتمس يتضح مما سبق أنه
 العمليةكما سيتم التعرف على  .تابع كمتغير الليبية

والمنظمة ، والجماعة ، الفرد ، :مستويات  وھي ،
التعرف على يمكن ، الفرديالتحليل  مستوى علىف. 

كما يمكن التعرف في إطار. ي في ليبياالتصويت سلوك
غير الشرعية المعقودة بين ليبيا من ناحية وايطاليا ومالطا  وا�تحاد ا�وروبي من 
وأخرا وليس اخيرا ، يمكن استط�ع ووصف وتحليل مواضيع أخرى للعملية 
السياسية في ليبيا ما بعد القدافي على مستوى الجماعة مثل تسييس انشاط ك� من  القبلية والعشيرة 

كما يمكن التعرف على مستوى الدولة من خ�ل وصف وتحليل العملية التشريعية في ليبيا ما بعد 
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 ھذا يھدف
 ليبيا في السياسية

:المطروحة للكتاب
والعملية جھة من الليبية
 ا
زمة أن" مفادھا
بين المتغيرين ع�قةوجود 

مؤيدي عملية التحول الديمقراطي أو  بين الصراع
المدعوم دوليا وإقليميا

ھذا أھمية إن
من فصول الكتاب س

التقنياتا
ساليب و
 في العلمي التقدم

والمدخل ا�ستشرافي ،
ا�عزاء  ءالقرا يكون قدف

تھدف وبالتالي ، بأكمله
 فھم على الحصول

يتضح مما سبق أنه
الليبية السياسية والعملية

، لتحليلل مستويات
. والعالمي اEقليمي

سلوكالو العام الرأي
غير الشرعية المعقودة بين ليبيا من ناحية وايطاليا ومالطا  وا�تحاد ا�وروبي من  ھجرةال اتفاقيات

وأخرا وليس اخيرا ، يمكن استط�ع ووصف وتحليل مواضيع أخرى للعملية . .ناحية أخرى
السياسية في ليبيا ما بعد القدافي على مستوى الجماعة مثل تسييس انشاط ك� من  القبلية والعشيرة 

كما يمكن التعرف على مستوى الدولة من خ�ل وصف وتحليل العملية التشريعية في ليبيا ما بعد 
2011. 
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تصف وتحلل  مختلفة فصول ستة
يھدف مث� الي فھم  ا
ول الفصل

، وبالتالي فقد تم تطوير إطار نظري يستعرض 
 الفصل أما. الموضوع وفق مستويات التحليل المتعارف عليھا في إطار أدبيات علم الع�قات الدولية

 عملية تتشابهو. الليبية التشريعية
 نالفصلي يركزو. والتعقيد المفھوم

 الفصل يتناول بينماو. القذافي 
عملية  الرابع يصف ويحلل الفصل

- 2012قام بھما الباحث خ�ل 

وفي ھذا السياق فقد عرف معظم مفردات العينة 
 �انفسھم بأنھم ينتمون الي الثقافة السياسية المشاركة وأعلنوا في نفس الوقت رفضھم لك

 مدني مجتمع كمنظمات الليبية
لكن ا�شكالية ليست . يمكنھا ان تلعب ادوار سياسية لحماية مصالحھا على مستوى السياسة العامة

في محافظة القبائل الليبية على مصالح أفرادھا ، ولكن المشكلة تبرز عند تغلب المصالح القبلية 
ويھدف الفصل الخامس لھذا الكتاب إلي وصف وتحليل 

فبالرغم من أن . 2011-2022
أدبيات الموضوع تشير الي تركيز الباحثين على دور العوامل الخارجية ، إ� أن ھذا الفصل يركز 

كما أن المنھجية المتبعة . 2011
في إطار الفصل الخامس من ھذا الكتاب تقيس بلغة ا�رقام تأثير العامل الخارجي متمث� في 

 وأخرا وليس. متغيري التدخل ا
جنبي ومؤتمر برلين على العملية الديمقراطية في ليبيا الجديدة
. الليبية ا
زمة إدارة في الدولية
 والذي ، 2019 عام عقد الذي

أن الد�ئل لكن ي�حظ في ھذا السياق 
الي جانب وقف اط�ق النار  2020


ول \ليس بسبب نجاح مؤتمري برلين ا
والثاني ولكن بسبب انتصار معسكر العملية الديمقراطية على انصار النموذج التسلطي بسبب الدعم 

 ، العام الرأي ، القبلية ، التشريعية
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ستة على يحتوي الحجم متوسط اكتاب ھذا العمل عموما
الفصلف. 2011منذ  الليبية السياسةعلى العملية  مدى تأثير ا
زمة الليبية

، وبالتالي فقد تم تطوير إطار نظري يستعرض  ا
طرافا
زمة الليبية المتسمة بالتعقيد وتعدد 
الموضوع وفق مستويات التحليل المتعارف عليھا في إطار أدبيات علم الع�قات الدولية

التشريعية العمليةفيركز على موضوع جديد قديم في ا
دبيات أ� وھو 
المفھوم حيث من ا
خرى البلدان مع عموما ات في ليبيا

 بعد ما ليبيا في الحكومية غير السياسات علىأيضا 
الفصلفإن  ، الديمقراطي التحول نحو عملية الليبيين

قام بھما الباحث خ�ل  نفالرأي العام الليبي ، وفق استط�عي. في ليبيا 
وفي ھذا السياق فقد عرف معظم مفردات العينة . والمشاركة السياسية لاعتدبا�

 �انفسھم بأنھم ينتمون الي الثقافة السياسية المشاركة وأعلنوا في نفس الوقت رفضھم لك
 . من الثقافة السياسية التابعة والرعوية

الليبية القبائل علىفقد انصب  الرابع لفصلاأما محور اھتمام 
يمكنھا ان تلعب ادوار سياسية لحماية مصالحھا على مستوى السياسة العامة

في محافظة القبائل الليبية على مصالح أفرادھا ، ولكن المشكلة تبرز عند تغلب المصالح القبلية 
ويھدف الفصل الخامس لھذا الكتاب إلي وصف وتحليل . العامة لليبيا ككلالضيقة على المصلحة 

2011وقياس التدخل الخارجي على العملية الديمقراطية خ�ل السنوات ، 
أدبيات الموضوع تشير الي تركيز الباحثين على دور العوامل الخارجية ، إ� أن ھذا الفصل يركز 

2011ل على عملية التحول الديمقراطي في ليبيا منذ على دور ھذه العوام
في إطار الفصل الخامس من ھذا الكتاب تقيس بلغة ا�رقام تأثير العامل الخارجي متمث� في 

متغيري التدخل ا
جنبي ومؤتمر برلين على العملية الديمقراطية في ليبيا الجديدة
الدولية المؤتمرات دور وا
خيرسادس ال الفصل تعرض

الذي ، برلين مؤتمرأو  ، ا
ول الدولي المؤتمر على
لكن ي�حظ في ھذا السياق  . الليبي الليبي الحوار وتفعيل النار إط�ق
2020-2019طرابلس خ�ل  حفتر منقوات تشير إلي أن انسحاب 

ليس بسبب نجاح مؤتمري برلين ا 5+  5وفتح الطريق الساحلي واستمرار مفاوضات 
والثاني ولكن بسبب انتصار معسكر العملية الديمقراطية على انصار النموذج التسلطي بسبب الدعم 

 .بھا دوليا التركي لحكومة الوفاق الوطني الليبية المعترف

التشريعية العملية ، الديمقراطي التحول ، الليبية ا
زمة: 
 .برلين مؤتمرو ، الدولية المؤتمرات 
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ھذا العمل عموما ويعتبر
مدى تأثير ا
زمة الليبية

ا
زمة الليبية المتسمة بالتعقيد وتعدد 
الموضوع وفق مستويات التحليل المتعارف عليھا في إطار أدبيات علم الع�قات الدولية

فيركز على موضوع جديد قديم في ا
دبيات أ� وھو  الثاني
ات في ليبياالقرار صنع

أيضا  والرابع الثالث
الليبيين اتجاھات الثالث

 القبلية تسييس دور
با� ، يتسم 2016

)2012 ( �انفسھم بأنھم ينتمون الي الثقافة السياسية المشاركة وأعلنوا في نفس الوقت رفضھم لك
من الثقافة السياسية التابعة والرعوية

أما محور اھتمام 
يمكنھا ان تلعب ادوار سياسية لحماية مصالحھا على مستوى السياسة العامة

في محافظة القبائل الليبية على مصالح أفرادھا ، ولكن المشكلة تبرز عند تغلب المصالح القبلية 
الضيقة على المصلحة 

وقياس التدخل الخارجي على العملية الديمقراطية خ�ل السنوات ، 
أدبيات الموضوع تشير الي تركيز الباحثين على دور العوامل الخارجية ، إ� أن ھذا الفصل يركز 

على دور ھذه العوام
في إطار الفصل الخامس من ھذا الكتاب تقيس بلغة ا�رقام تأثير العامل الخارجي متمث� في 

متغيري التدخل ا
جنبي ومؤتمر برلين على العملية الديمقراطية في ليبيا الجديدة
تعرضيس ، أخيًرا

على التركيز وينصب
إط�ق وقفتزامن مع 

تشير إلي أن انسحاب 
وفتح الطريق الساحلي واستمرار مفاوضات 

والثاني ولكن بسبب انتصار معسكر العملية الديمقراطية على انصار النموذج التسلطي بسبب الدعم 
التركي لحكومة الوفاق الوطني الليبية المعترف

 

: المفتاحية الكلمات
 ، الخارجي التدخل
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Book’s Abstract 

This book aims to explore, describe, analyze and compare the impact 

of Libya's Crisis on Libya's political process. Three questions may ask, 

such as what is the Libyan Crisis? What is the Libyan political process? 

What are the relationship between the Libyan Crises on the one hand and 

the political process on the other? Preli

Libya's Crisis affects the Libyan political process. It may argue in this 

regard that the core of Libya's Crisis is a conflict between democratization 

on the one side and the dictatorship model on the other.

The significance of

style and substance. An abstract and keywords for each topic are given in 

each chapter. It also combines qualitative and quantitative techniques 

throughout the book. In addition, the book chapters follow t

progress in the social sciences; thus, SWOT analysis, content analysis, and 

statistical techniques are utilized whenever necessary. Readers may be 

interested in having a brief idea of each chapter before reading the entire 

book. Thus, abstracts and keywords aim to help the readers to have a brief 

understanding of each chapter

Libya's Crisis may deal with as an independent variable and Libya's 

political process as a dependent variable. In addition, it may examine the 

political process on six levels of analysis, namely: individual, group, 

organizational, state, regional, and global levels. On the individual level, 

two topics may explore

addition, on the regional level, different migration

concluded between Libya on the one side and Turkey, Italy, and Malta on 

the other side. At different levels of analysis, only one topic may examine, 

e.g., tribal politics is the focus of the group level.

This work is a short or medium

chapters on Libyan politics. The first chapter simultaneously examines the 

core problem of Libyan politics, namely the Libyan Crisis, on the 

theoretical and practical levels. Adopting theoretical frameworks may help 

understand the different aspects of the Libyan Crisis. The second chapter 

deals with the topic of the Libyan legislative process. The decision
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This book aims to explore, describe, analyze and compare the impact 

Libya's Crisis on Libya's political process. Three questions may ask, 

such as what is the Libyan Crisis? What is the Libyan political process? 

What are the relationship between the Libyan Crises on the one hand and 

the political process on the other? Preliminarily, we may assume that 

Libya's Crisis affects the Libyan political process. It may argue in this 

regard that the core of Libya's Crisis is a conflict between democratization 

on the one side and the dictatorship model on the other. 

The significance of this book is different in terms of organizational 

style and substance. An abstract and keywords for each topic are given in 

each chapter. It also combines qualitative and quantitative techniques 

throughout the book. In addition, the book chapters follow t

progress in the social sciences; thus, SWOT analysis, content analysis, and 

statistical techniques are utilized whenever necessary. Readers may be 

interested in having a brief idea of each chapter before reading the entire 

ts and keywords aim to help the readers to have a brief 

each chapter in the book. 

Libya's Crisis may deal with as an independent variable and Libya's 

political process as a dependent variable. In addition, it may examine the 

ess on six levels of analysis, namely: individual, group, 

organizational, state, regional, and global levels. On the individual level, 

explore namely public opinion and voting behavior. In 

addition, on the regional level, different migration agreements have been 

concluded between Libya on the one side and Turkey, Italy, and Malta on 

the other side. At different levels of analysis, only one topic may examine, 

e.g., tribal politics is the focus of the group level. 

This work is a short or medium-size book containing various 

chapters on Libyan politics. The first chapter simultaneously examines the 

core problem of Libyan politics, namely the Libyan Crisis, on the 

theoretical and practical levels. Adopting theoretical frameworks may help 

the different aspects of the Libyan Crisis. The second chapter 

deals with the topic of the Libyan legislative process. The decision
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This book aims to explore, describe, analyze and compare the impact 

Libya's Crisis on Libya's political process. Three questions may ask, 

such as what is the Libyan Crisis? What is the Libyan political process? 

What are the relationship between the Libyan Crises on the one hand and 

minarily, we may assume that 

Libya's Crisis affects the Libyan political process. It may argue in this 

regard that the core of Libya's Crisis is a conflict between democratization 

this book is different in terms of organizational 

style and substance. An abstract and keywords for each topic are given in 

each chapter. It also combines qualitative and quantitative techniques 

throughout the book. In addition, the book chapters follow the scientific 

progress in the social sciences; thus, SWOT analysis, content analysis, and 

statistical techniques are utilized whenever necessary. Readers may be 

interested in having a brief idea of each chapter before reading the entire 

ts and keywords aim to help the readers to have a brief 

Libya's Crisis may deal with as an independent variable and Libya's 

political process as a dependent variable. In addition, it may examine the 

ess on six levels of analysis, namely: individual, group, 

organizational, state, regional, and global levels. On the individual level, 

namely public opinion and voting behavior. In 

agreements have been 

concluded between Libya on the one side and Turkey, Italy, and Malta on 

the other side. At different levels of analysis, only one topic may examine, 

size book containing various 

chapters on Libyan politics. The first chapter simultaneously examines the 

core problem of Libyan politics, namely the Libyan Crisis, on the 

theoretical and practical levels. Adopting theoretical frameworks may help 

the different aspects of the Libyan Crisis. The second chapter 

deals with the topic of the Libyan legislative process. The decision-making 
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process is mainly similar to other countries in terms of concept and 

complication. The third and fourth chapters foc

politics in Libya post-

attitudes of Libyans towards democratization, the other chapter deals with 

tribal politics. Libyan public opinion may describe as moderate in its 

orientation. According to delivered questionnaires in 2012 and 2016, 

respondents identify themselves as participants rather than parochial and 

subjective cultures. 

The focus in chapter four is on tribes as a civil society organization. 

Here, it may say that tribes a

members, e.g., tribes play roles in the national and local elections and 

appointees in the public sector. In chapter five, the focus will be on the 

democratization process since 2012. Here, the magnitude of ex

intervention is measured based on aggregated published data. Finally, the 

last chapter explores the role of international conferences in managing the 

Libyan Crisis. The focus is on the first international conference, the Berlin 

one, which was held in 2019. It resulted in the ceasefire and the activation 

of the Libyan-Libyan dialogue.
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Writing on Libyan politics goes back to the early 1990s when several 

articles were published in Arabic and English. Thus, early 

were to the regional role of Libya in the Arab World and the African 

Continent. The internal war since 2014 (in Libya) slowed my efforts to 

finish this project. Nevertheless, new enthusiasm and hope to finish this 

book project arose again in 2019-2022. We hope to continue this time to 

the end; therefore, our ultimate aim is to prepare and publish a book on

risis and politics in the Twenty-First Century. This short book is 

the first step toward this objective; thus, we will focus on writing

Azzawia, August 31, 2022 

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem Kashiem  

Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

Page 12 

Writing on Libyan politics goes back to the early 1990s when several 

articles were published in Arabic and English. Thus, early contributions 

were to the regional role of Libya in the Arab World and the African 

Continent. The internal war since 2014 (in Libya) slowed my efforts to 

finish this project. Nevertheless, new enthusiasm and hope to finish this 

2022. We hope to continue this time to 

the end; therefore, our ultimate aim is to prepare and publish a book on the 

First Century. This short book is 

writing-related 



 The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem Kashiem 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political &

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A review of the literature reveals a considerable gap regarding the 

topic of Libyan politics. Early writing on political development and 

bureaucracy in Libya was by Omer I. El Fathaly,

Richard Chackerian in 1979. There are other writings on Libyan politics by 

Libyan and non-Libyan scholars in

several articles on Libyan politics during the Kaddafi and post

eras. The most recent 

published in journals. Thus, this book aims to narrow down some of the 

literature's gaps in this regard.

Data and Methodology
Libya has a political system that converts inputs into outputs and 

performs functions on the process and policy levels. (Easton, 1979 and 

Almond, 1878:13-17) Older approaches in this regard limit themselves to 

legal and institutional dimensions by studying each topic separately. 

Although Libyan politics are complicated and interd

may deal with them as a political process adapts to the surrounding milieu. 

The complicity of Libyan politics may lead us to adopt a multi

approach to examine each governmental institution separately on the one 

hand and their relevance and interaction with the surrounding environment 

on the other hand. Interaction of Libyan politics with the environment 

means similarity in some governmental institutions, such as legislative and 

executive branches on the one side, and differe

as tribes' politics on the other side.

This book aims to explore, describe, analyze and

of Libya's Crisis variables on the Libyan political process. Three questions 

may ask, such as what is the Libyan Crisis?

process? What is the relationship

1
 - Youssef M. Sawani (2022) recently published the book Understanding Libya since Kaddafi. It consists 

of nine chapters with different titles, such as armed and Islamist militias, oil and gas conflict, tribes, and 

border security. Despite the significance of 

ignored that the external variables, especially foreign intervention, explain a large portion of the variance 

in the Libya crisis. Furthermore, empirical methods and techniques are missing in the boo

generalizations of results are questionable. (See, 

more literature review will be followed in subsequent chapters.
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A review of the literature reveals a considerable gap regarding the 

topic of Libyan politics. Early writing on political development and 

bureaucracy in Libya was by Omer I. El Fathaly, Monte Palmer, and 

Richard Chackerian in 1979. There are other writings on Libyan politics by 

Libyan scholars in Arabic and English. We will review

several articles on Libyan politics during the Kaddafi and post

 contributions to Libyan politics are mainly articles 

published in journals. Thus, this book aims to narrow down some of the 

literature's gaps in this regard.
1
 

Data and Methodology 
Libya has a political system that converts inputs into outputs and 

functions on the process and policy levels. (Easton, 1979 and 

17) Older approaches in this regard limit themselves to 

legal and institutional dimensions by studying each topic separately. 

Although Libyan politics are complicated and interdependent on reality, it 

may deal with them as a political process adapts to the surrounding milieu. 

The complicity of Libyan politics may lead us to adopt a multi

approach to examine each governmental institution separately on the one 

ir relevance and interaction with the surrounding environment 

on the other hand. Interaction of Libyan politics with the environment 

means similarity in some governmental institutions, such as legislative and 

executive branches on the one side, and differences in other entities, such 

as tribes' politics on the other side. 

This book aims to explore, describe, analyze and compare the impact 

risis variables on the Libyan political process. Three questions 

what is the Libyan Crisis? What is the Libyan political 

is the relationship between the Libyan Crises

                                                           
Youssef M. Sawani (2022) recently published the book Understanding Libya since Kaddafi. It consists 

of nine chapters with different titles, such as armed and Islamist militias, oil and gas conflict, tribes, and 

border security. Despite the significance of internal variables he emphasized throughout the book, he 

ignored that the external variables, especially foreign intervention, explain a large portion of the variance 

in the Libya crisis. Furthermore, empirical methods and techniques are missing in the boo

generalizations of results are questionable. (See, for example, the critics of Laessing, 2022)

will be followed in subsequent chapters. 
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compare the impact 

risis variables on the Libyan political process. Three questions 

What is the Libyan political 

Crises on the one 

Youssef M. Sawani (2022) recently published the book Understanding Libya since Kaddafi. It consists 

of nine chapters with different titles, such as armed and Islamist militias, oil and gas conflict, tribes, and 

internal variables he emphasized throughout the book, he 

ignored that the external variables, especially foreign intervention, explain a large portion of the variance 

in the Libya crisis. Furthermore, empirical methods and techniques are missing in the book; therefore, 

Laessing, 2022). However, 
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hand and the political process on the other hand? 

assume that Libya’s Crisis affects the Libyan political process.

The significance 

style and substance. An abstract and keywords for each topic are given in 

each chapter. It also combines qualitative and quantitative techniques 

throughout the book. In addition, the book chapters follow

progress in the social sciences; thus, SWOT analysis, content analysis, and 

statistical techniques are utilized whe

interested in having a brief idea of each topic before reading the entire 

book. Thus, abstracts and keywords aim to help the readers to have a brief 

understanding of the topics in the book.

Figure: 1-1 shows that the Libyan C

independent variable and Libya's political process as a dependent variable. 

In addition, it may examine the political process on six levels of analysis, 

namely: individual, group, organizational, state, regional, and global levels. 

(See Figure: 1-2) For me

particular dependent variable on each level of analysis. However, on 

certain analysis levels, more than one dependent variable may examine. On 

the individual level, two topics may 

voting behavior. In addition, on the regional level, different migration 

agreements have been concluded between Libya on the one side and 

Turkey, Italy, and Malta on the other side.

At different levels of analysis, only 

politics is the focus of the group level. (See Figure: 1

However, the focus of this book is to describe, analyze and

the impact of Libya's C

reasons.  

1. It is an attempt to write a reference book on a challenging topic that 

requires more available resources than it seems to be. Libyan political 

process is still in a state of polarization since 2011, and it is difficult to 

predict its outcomes. Therefore, this book i

to explore this topic from another theoretical perspective. 
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risis affects the Libyan political process.

The significance of this book is different in terms of organizational 

style and substance. An abstract and keywords for each topic are given in 

each chapter. It also combines qualitative and quantitative techniques 

throughout the book. In addition, the book chapters follow

progress in the social sciences; thus, SWOT analysis, content analysis, and 

statistical techniques are utilized whenever it is necessary. Readers may be 

interested in having a brief idea of each topic before reading the entire 

bstracts and keywords aim to help the readers to have a brief 

understanding of the topics in the book. 

shows that the Libyan Crisis has been dealt with as an 

independent variable and Libya's political process as a dependent variable. 

In addition, it may examine the political process on six levels of analysis, 

namely: individual, group, organizational, state, regional, and global levels. 

2) For methodological limitations, this book focuses on a 

particular dependent variable on each level of analysis. However, on 

certain analysis levels, more than one dependent variable may examine. On 

the individual level, two topics may explore namely public opini

voting behavior. In addition, on the regional level, different migration 

agreements have been concluded between Libya on the one side and 

Turkey, Italy, and Malta on the other side. (See Kashiem, 2021A & 2021B)

At different levels of analysis, only one topic may examine, e.g., tribal 

politics is the focus of the group level. (See Figure: 1-2) 

However, the focus of this book is to describe, analyze and

the impact of Libya's Crisis on the political process for the following 

ttempt to write a reference book on a challenging topic that 

requires more available resources than it seems to be. Libyan political 

process is still in a state of polarization since 2011, and it is difficult to 

predict its outcomes. Therefore, this book is a preliminarily first attempt 

to explore this topic from another theoretical perspective.  
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2. However, any feedback in this regard may help address different topics 

in other editions. Thus, more subjects may explore and examine in 

another edition, such as p

organizational behavior, public administration, judicial branch, executive 

branch, constitution, public policy, foreign policy, and national security. 

Some topics, such as political parties, are not ready t

because there is no yet final firm law. Some other subjects require more 

time and space to write. For example, the constitution is ready for a 

referendum by 2022. Therefore, writing in this regard may wait for a 

while. 

3. Instability in Libya ha

interviews, deliver questionnaires, and have the necessary documents. 

The lack of valid and reliable data and information on some topics 

require a different source of research, which is beyond the capabili

such projects for the time being.  

As far as the data of this book is concerned, it may say that primary 

and secondary sources have been used. While the primary sources include 

documents, collected data, interviews, and questionnaires, secondary 

materials include books, published and unpublished papers, theses, and 

dissertations. 

Furthermore, different theoretical frameworks are adopted to 

examine the assumption of this book. Qualitative and quantitative content 

analyses, SWOT analysis, and the Stati

Sciences, known as the "SPSS," are used to examine the validity of this 

book's hypothesis regarding the impact of internal and external variables on 

Libyan politics in the post

 This work is a short or medium

chapters on Libyan politics. The first chapter simultaneously examines the 

core problem of Liby

theoretical and practical levels. Adopting theoretical frameworks may help 

understand the different aspects of the Libyan C

deals with the topic of the Libyan legislative process. The decision

process is mainly similar to other countries in terms of concept and 
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in other editions. Thus, more subjects may explore and examine in 

another edition, such as political parties, interest groups, civil society, 

organizational behavior, public administration, judicial branch, executive 

branch, constitution, public policy, foreign policy, and national security. 

Some topics, such as political parties, are not ready to write about 

because there is no yet final firm law. Some other subjects require more 

time and space to write. For example, the constitution is ready for a 

referendum by 2022. Therefore, writing in this regard may wait for a 

Instability in Libya handicaps, in some instances, any efforts to conduct 

interviews, deliver questionnaires, and have the necessary documents. 

The lack of valid and reliable data and information on some topics 

require a different source of research, which is beyond the capabili

such projects for the time being.   

As far as the data of this book is concerned, it may say that primary 

and secondary sources have been used. While the primary sources include 

documents, collected data, interviews, and questionnaires, secondary 

erials include books, published and unpublished papers, theses, and 

Furthermore, different theoretical frameworks are adopted to 

examine the assumption of this book. Qualitative and quantitative content 

analyses, SWOT analysis, and the Statistical Package for the Social 

Sciences, known as the "SPSS," are used to examine the validity of this 

book's hypothesis regarding the impact of internal and external variables on 

Libyan politics in the post-Kaddafi era. 

This work is a short or medium-size book containing various 

chapters on Libyan politics. The first chapter simultaneously examines the 

core problem of Libyan politics, namely the Libyan C

theoretical and practical levels. Adopting theoretical frameworks may help 

ifferent aspects of the Libyan Crisis. The second chapter 

deals with the topic of the Libyan legislative process. The decision

process is mainly similar to other countries in terms of concept and 
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complication. For example, committees and subcommitt

crucial roles within the framework of the legislative branch, e.g., the 

General National Congress or “GNC.”

 The third and fourth chapters focus on the non

in Libya post-Kaddafi era. While the third chapter examines th

Libyans towards democratization, the other chapter deals with tribal 

politics. Libyan public opinion may describe as moderate in its orientation. 

According to delivered questionnaires in 2012 and 2015, respondents 

identify themselves as part

cultures. 

In addition, Libyan adults cast their votes in the national and sub

national elections from 2012

the local election in 2012, which then set back in subsequen

municipal elections. Tribalism considers the main component of Libyan 

politics. As far as tribal politics are concerned, chapter four examines the 

impact of political and social variables on Libyan politics. The focus in 

chapter four is on tribes as a civil society organization. Here, it may say 

that tribes aim to fulfill the political interests of their members, e.g., tribes 

play roles in the national and local elections and appointees in the public 

sector. Thus, tribes play a political role 

members are concerned. Tribes are not public organizations; therefore, they 

represent private versus public institutions.

 In chapter five, the focus will be on the democratization process 

since 2012. Here, the magnitude of 

on aggregated published data. Thus, chapter five examines the correlation 

between the data published by the Indexes of Democracy and Fragile States 

and finds out that there is a negative relationship between the two 

Thus, when the external intervention increased after 2014, the index of 

democracy declined noticeably and vice

explores the role of international conf

Crisis. The focus is on the fir

which was held in 2019. It resulted in the ceasefire and the activation of the 

Libyan-Libyan dialogue.
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complication. For example, committees and subcommittees have played 

crucial roles within the framework of the legislative branch, e.g., the 

General National Congress or “GNC.” 

The third and fourth chapters focus on the non-governmental politics 

Kaddafi era. While the third chapter examines th

Libyans towards democratization, the other chapter deals with tribal 

politics. Libyan public opinion may describe as moderate in its orientation. 

According to delivered questionnaires in 2012 and 2015, respondents 

identify themselves as participants rather than parochial and subjective 

In addition, Libyan adults cast their votes in the national and sub

national elections from 2012-2021. Voting turnout was noticeable during 

the local election in 2012, which then set back in subsequen

municipal elections. Tribalism considers the main component of Libyan 

politics. As far as tribal politics are concerned, chapter four examines the 

impact of political and social variables on Libyan politics. The focus in 

ibes as a civil society organization. Here, it may say 

that tribes aim to fulfill the political interests of their members, e.g., tribes 

play roles in the national and local elections and appointees in the public 

sector. Thus, tribes play a political role whenever the interests of their 

members are concerned. Tribes are not public organizations; therefore, they 

represent private versus public institutions. 

In chapter five, the focus will be on the democratization process 

since 2012. Here, the magnitude of external intervention is measured based 

on aggregated published data. Thus, chapter five examines the correlation 

between the data published by the Indexes of Democracy and Fragile States 

and finds out that there is a negative relationship between the two 

Thus, when the external intervention increased after 2014, the index of 

democracy declined noticeably and vice-versa. Finally, the last chapter 

explores the role of international conferences in managing the Libyan 

risis. The focus is on the first international conference, the Berlin one, 

which was held in 2019. It resulted in the ceasefire and the activation of the 

Libyan dialogue.  
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Thus, chapter six explores and examines the impact of the Berlin 

conference on the Libyan political process at theoretical and practical 

levels. Thus, the focus of chapter six will be on qualitative and quantitative 

content analyses. Nevertheless, it may argue for a peaceful solution to the 

risis related to the Berlin conference. There is international 

support for the outcomes of the Berlin conference. It may argue that a

ceasefire, military, economic, and political dialogues are among the 

prominent achievements of the Berlin meeting. In short, while the Libyan 

risis is effecting by political institution conflict and tribal politics in the 

internal sphere, it is influenced by foreign intervention and international 

conferences on the global level. 
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Chapter One 
A Theoretical Framework to Understand the 

Libyan Crisis 
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Abstract 

This chapter aims to understand Libya's Crisis on theoretical and 

practical levels. Libya's dilemma is highly complex today (2022) compared 

with 2011. Thus, the problem of this chapter can be indicated by the 

following questions: Is Libya's 

crisis? What are the most relevant theoretical frameworks that describe, 

explain, and predict Libya's Crisis? Moreover, what are the scenarios for 

Libya's Crisis? This study assumes that the recent Libya Crisis

different internal and external surrounding milieu; thus, it requires 

cumulative theoretical frameworks that take into consideration the 

uniqueness of the problem on the one hand and the relevant theoretical 

frameworks in the social sciences, e.g

the other hand. Accordingly, this chapter is divided into the following 

sections: Libya's Crisis, theoretical approaches to understanding Libya's 

Crisis, scenarios of Libya's Crisis, and a conclusion. 

Keywords: Keywords
Framework, Internal Factors, and External Variables. 

 
Introduction 

Libya has generally suffered from a deep C

2014 particularly. There is considerable literature to explore, describe, 

analyze, and compare Libya's Crisis with other experiences in the Arab 

World, e.g., Tunisia, Egypt, and Syria. Yet

with on the micro and macro levels of analysis. The micro studies focused 

on internal or external variables or a

political Islam, and external intervention. (See Sawani, 2018) Other studies 

adopted a macro level of analysis; therefore, Libya's Crisis is due to 

internal and external factors simultaneously. (See Dessi and Greco, 20

This study aims to describe and analyze Libya's Crisis on the 

theoretical level. Whether a particular theoretical framework or another is 

more relevant to Libya's Crisis, various approaches always exist to explain 

international crises. Thus, the proble
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This chapter aims to understand Libya's Crisis on theoretical and 

practical levels. Libya's dilemma is highly complex today (2022) compared 

Thus, the problem of this chapter can be indicated by the 

Is Libya's Crisis a national, regional, or international 

crisis? What are the most relevant theoretical frameworks that describe, 

explain, and predict Libya's Crisis? Moreover, what are the scenarios for 

This study assumes that the recent Libya Crisis

different internal and external surrounding milieu; thus, it requires 

cumulative theoretical frameworks that take into consideration the 

uniqueness of the problem on the one hand and the relevant theoretical 

frameworks in the social sciences, e.g., the SWOT analysis approach, on 

the other hand. Accordingly, this chapter is divided into the following 

sections: Libya's Crisis, theoretical approaches to understanding Libya's 

Crisis, scenarios of Libya's Crisis, and a conclusion.  

Keywords: Libyan Crisis, SWOT Approach, Theoretical 

Framework, Internal Factors, and External Variables.  

generally suffered from a deep Crisis since 2011, and since 

2014 particularly. There is considerable literature to explore, describe, 

alyze, and compare Libya's Crisis with other experiences in the Arab 

Egypt, and Syria. Yet, Libya's Crisis has been dealt 

with on the micro and macro levels of analysis. The micro studies focused 

on internal or external variables or a particular element, e.g., tribalism, 

political Islam, and external intervention. (See Sawani, 2018) Other studies 

adopted a macro level of analysis; therefore, Libya's Crisis is due to 

internal and external factors simultaneously. (See Dessi and Greco, 20

This study aims to describe and analyze Libya's Crisis on the 

theoretical level. Whether a particular theoretical framework or another is 

more relevant to Libya's Crisis, various approaches always exist to explain 

international crises. Thus, the problem of this study can be indicated by the 
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following questions: Is Libya's Crisis a national, regional, or international 

crisis? What are the most relevant theoretical frameworks that describe, 

explain, and predict Libya's Crisis? Furthermore, what are the sc

for Libya's catastrophe?  

   This study assumes that Libya's problems reflect different internal 

and external surrounding conditions; thus, it requires a cumulative 

theoretical framework that considers the uniqueness of the dilemma on the 

one hand and the relevant theoretical frameworks in the social sciences on 

the other hand. (See Figure: 1

analysis approach to understand Libya's Crisis for the following reasons: 

The Impact of Internal and 

Firstly, it is a new theoretical approach developing in the social sciences 

field.  

Secondly, it combines micro and macro levels of analysis, so one can avoid 

criticism of biasing to a particular theoretical framewor

Thirdly, it combines theory and practice; and thus, it describes and analyzes 

the internal and e

solutions to the Libyan dilemma by benefiting from the strengths and 

opportunities vis-

2
 - While the theoretical approach assumes the ideal process of a real cr

obvious national goals, the actual situations are more complicating in terms of distorted information and 

mixed personal, organizational, and national goals. The SWOT approach narrows the gap between theory 

and practice by suggesting plans that enable decision

opportunities against weaknesses.

Internal 
Variables
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Is Libya's Crisis a national, regional, or international 

crisis? What are the most relevant theoretical frameworks that describe, 

explain, and predict Libya's Crisis? Furthermore, what are the sc

for Libya's catastrophe?   

This study assumes that Libya's problems reflect different internal 

and external surrounding conditions; thus, it requires a cumulative 

theoretical framework that considers the uniqueness of the dilemma on the 

and the relevant theoretical frameworks in the social sciences on 

the other hand. (See Figure: 1-1) However, this study adopts the SWOT 

analysis approach to understand Libya's Crisis for the following reasons: 

Figure: 1-1 

The Impact of Internal and External Variables on Libya’s Crisis

 

Firstly, it is a new theoretical approach developing in the social sciences 

Secondly, it combines micro and macro levels of analysis, so one can avoid 

criticism of biasing to a particular theoretical framework. 

Thirdly, it combines theory and practice; and thus, it describes and analyzes 

the internal and external milieus on the one hand and it suggests 

solutions to the Libyan dilemma by benefiting from the strengths and 

-à-vis threats and weaknesses on the other hand.

                                                           
While the theoretical approach assumes the ideal process of a real crisis, e.g., accurate information and 

obvious national goals, the actual situations are more complicating in terms of distorted information and 

mixed personal, organizational, and national goals. The SWOT approach narrows the gap between theory 

by suggesting plans that enable decision-makers to use strengths versus threats and 

opportunities against weaknesses.  

Libya's 
Crisis

Internal 
Variables

External 
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Is Libya's Crisis a national, regional, or international 

crisis? What are the most relevant theoretical frameworks that describe, 

explain, and predict Libya's Crisis? Furthermore, what are the scenarios 

This study assumes that Libya's problems reflect different internal 

and external surrounding conditions; thus, it requires a cumulative 

theoretical framework that considers the uniqueness of the dilemma on the 

and the relevant theoretical frameworks in the social sciences on 

1) However, this study adopts the SWOT 

analysis approach to understand Libya's Crisis for the following reasons:  

External Variables on Libya’s Crisis 

 

Firstly, it is a new theoretical approach developing in the social sciences 

Secondly, it combines micro and macro levels of analysis, so one can avoid 

k.  

Thirdly, it combines theory and practice; and thus, it describes and analyzes 

and it suggests 

solutions to the Libyan dilemma by benefiting from the strengths and 

knesses on the other hand.
2
  

isis, e.g., accurate information and 

obvious national goals, the actual situations are more complicating in terms of distorted information and 

mixed personal, organizational, and national goals. The SWOT approach narrows the gap between theory 

makers to use strengths versus threats and 
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Accordingly, this chapter is divided into five main sections that deal 

with contemporary Libya's Crisis:

y The Libyan Crisis

y Theoretical Approaches to the Libyan Crisis

y Understanding the Libyan Crisis: SWOT Approach

y Scenarios of 

y Conclusion

The Libyan Crisis 

 A crisis is usually used to refer to particular problems or dilemmas, 

e.g., illegal migration and environment or disputes between countries, such 

as the Cuban missile in 1962 and the Ukrainian c

the term crisis is used by some scholars as a synonym for a disaster or 

tragedy. Yet, the development of political science in the 1950s and 1960s 

resulted in a specific meaning of the term crisis. (See Griffiths, 2002: 57

59)  

A literature review

between peace and war situations. While peace is the ultimate goal of our 

contemporary international system, war is usually avoided. Thus, many 

countries find themselves in crises or positions closer to war dec

than peace conditions. The history of international relations indicates that 

our contemporary world has witnessed many dilemmas that endanger peace 

and security, e.g., the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962. Although there is an 

agreement on studying th

review reveals that the term crisis reflects different points of view. Yet, the 

term crisis has derived from "a Greek medical analogy of a "

of any patient who may face death and life during 

on, the term "crisis" is extended to include all dangerous situations, e.g., 

economic crisis and COVID

 The advancement of studying international crises began with the 

behaviorist school of thoug

Literature indicates that

studied empirically using document analyses. Although situational 
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Accordingly, this chapter is divided into five main sections that deal 

with contemporary Libya's Crisis: 

The Libyan Crisis 

Theoretical Approaches to the Libyan Crisis 

Understanding the Libyan Crisis: SWOT Approach

Scenarios of the Libyan Crisis 

Conclusion 

A crisis is usually used to refer to particular problems or dilemmas, 

e.g., illegal migration and environment or disputes between countries, such 

sile in 1962 and the Ukrainian crisis in 2022.

the term crisis is used by some scholars as a synonym for a disaster or 

tragedy. Yet, the development of political science in the 1950s and 1960s 

resulted in a specific meaning of the term crisis. (See Griffiths, 2002: 57

A literature review reveals that the term crisis is a middle way 

between peace and war situations. While peace is the ultimate goal of our 

contemporary international system, war is usually avoided. Thus, many 

countries find themselves in crises or positions closer to war dec

than peace conditions. The history of international relations indicates that 

our contemporary world has witnessed many dilemmas that endanger peace 

and security, e.g., the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962. Although there is an 

agreement on studying the importance of international crises, a literature 

review reveals that the term crisis reflects different points of view. Yet, the 

term crisis has derived from "a Greek medical analogy of a "turning point

of any patient who may face death and life during his or her illness. Later 

on, the term "crisis" is extended to include all dangerous situations, e.g., 

economic crisis and COVID-19 crises. (See Roberts, 1988: 10)

The advancement of studying international crises began with the 

behaviorist school of thought in the late 1950s and the early 1960s. 

Literature indicates that the Berlin, Korean, and Cuban Crises have been 

studied empirically using document analyses. Although situational 
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Accordingly, this chapter is divided into five main sections that deal 

Understanding the Libyan Crisis: SWOT Approach 

A crisis is usually used to refer to particular problems or dilemmas, 

e.g., illegal migration and environment or disputes between countries, such 

risis in 2022. However, 

the term crisis is used by some scholars as a synonym for a disaster or 

tragedy. Yet, the development of political science in the 1950s and 1960s 

resulted in a specific meaning of the term crisis. (See Griffiths, 2002: 57-

reveals that the term crisis is a middle way 

between peace and war situations. While peace is the ultimate goal of our 

contemporary international system, war is usually avoided. Thus, many 

countries find themselves in crises or positions closer to war declaration 

than peace conditions. The history of international relations indicates that 

our contemporary world has witnessed many dilemmas that endanger peace 

and security, e.g., the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962. Although there is an 

e importance of international crises, a literature 

review reveals that the term crisis reflects different points of view. Yet, the 

turning point” 

his or her illness. Later 

on, the term "crisis" is extended to include all dangerous situations, e.g., 

19 crises. (See Roberts, 1988: 10) 
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studied empirically using document analyses. Although situational 
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dilemmas ended up peacefully and shortly, some others took a long time 

and ended up with wars

 The behavioral school of thought literature has developed systemic 

and decision-making theoretical approaches. The systemic approach 

focuses on conflict among states involved in a crisis. The sys

model's other concern is the balance of power and technologies. When the 

actors of an international crisis are nuclear powers, war becomes more 

dangerous than non-nuclear states. While situational catastrophes involve 

nuclear and non-nuclear

drones, satellites, and digital information systems. (See Hermann, 1966; 

and Roberts, 1988: 9-13) 

However, the decision

crisis in terms of awareness (surprise versu

(short versus extended time), and threat (low versus high threat levels). 

When decision-makers perceive situations they face in terms of surprise, 

short time, and increased threats, we are talking about a real international 

crisis and vice versa. In this regard, Hermann argues that interaction 

between awareness, decision time, and the threat results in eight different 

types of situations. In this regard, the crisis indicates a higher threat level, 

short time, and surprise. Yet

dangerous situations due to the absence of awareness or decision time and 

threats. (See Hermann, 1969: 175

The other circumstances with lower threatening orientations, 

extended time, and anticipation do not re

of war becomes inevitable in case of a situational crisis because of a higher 

threat, short time, and surprise. (See Hill, 2003: 70) Nevertheless, systemic 

and decision-making are theoretical approaches to studying intern

crises; thus, they are not definitions of the term crisis. In this regard, there 

are different scientific definitions of global crisis. For example, Young 

defines situational dilemmas as interactions between two or more sovereign 

states involved in a severe conflict that may lead to war. (Young, 1986: 22) 

Nevertheless, Snyder and Diesing (1977) argue that the international crisis 

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem Kashiem 

 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

dilemmas ended up peacefully and shortly, some others took a long time 

ended up with wars, e.g., Ukrainian Crisis. (Brecher, 1977)

The behavioral school of thought literature has developed systemic 

making theoretical approaches. The systemic approach 

focuses on conflict among states involved in a crisis. The sys

model's other concern is the balance of power and technologies. When the 

actors of an international crisis are nuclear powers, war becomes more 

nuclear states. While situational catastrophes involve 

nuclear states, others use advanced technologies, e.g., 

drones, satellites, and digital information systems. (See Hermann, 1966; 

13)  

However, the decision-making approach is more concerning with a 

crisis in terms of awareness (surprise versus anticipation), decision time 

(short versus extended time), and threat (low versus high threat levels). 

makers perceive situations they face in terms of surprise, 

short time, and increased threats, we are talking about a real international 

risis and vice versa. In this regard, Hermann argues that interaction 

between awareness, decision time, and the threat results in eight different 

types of situations. In this regard, the crisis indicates a higher threat level, 

short time, and surprise. Yet, other complicated events do not reflect 

dangerous situations due to the absence of awareness or decision time and 

threats. (See Hermann, 1969: 175-181) 

The other circumstances with lower threatening orientations, 

extended time, and anticipation do not result in war. However, the outbreak 

of war becomes inevitable in case of a situational crisis because of a higher 

threat, short time, and surprise. (See Hill, 2003: 70) Nevertheless, systemic 

making are theoretical approaches to studying intern

crises; thus, they are not definitions of the term crisis. In this regard, there 

are different scientific definitions of global crisis. For example, Young 

defines situational dilemmas as interactions between two or more sovereign 

a severe conflict that may lead to war. (Young, 1986: 22) 

Nevertheless, Snyder and Diesing (1977) argue that the international crisis 
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making theoretical approaches. The systemic approach 

temic analysis 

model's other concern is the balance of power and technologies. When the 

actors of an international crisis are nuclear powers, war becomes more 

nuclear states. While situational catastrophes involve 
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drones, satellites, and digital information systems. (See Hermann, 1966; 
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s anticipation), decision time 
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types of situations. In this regard, the crisis indicates a higher threat level, 

, other complicated events do not reflect 

dangerous situations due to the absence of awareness or decision time and 
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sult in war. However, the outbreak 

of war becomes inevitable in case of a situational crisis because of a higher 

threat, short time, and surprise. (See Hill, 2003: 70) Nevertheless, systemic 

making are theoretical approaches to studying international 

crises; thus, they are not definitions of the term crisis. In this regard, there 

are different scientific definitions of global crisis. For example, Young 

defines situational dilemmas as interactions between two or more sovereign 

a severe conflict that may lead to war. (Young, 1986: 22) 

Nevertheless, Snyder and Diesing (1977) argue that the international crisis 
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is extending to include a domestic revolution with a probable proxy war, 

severe conflict, and a higher tendency to engage

Libya's Crisis. Thus, the international crisis does not occur between two or 

more allies due to the missing element of fear of probable war or a conflict 

between a superpower and a weak state, which cannot confront the 

challenge and involvement in the war. Consequently, a war situation is not 

necessarily a result of a crisis and may not precede a situational 

catastrophe. (Snyder and Diesing, 1977: 7

Bell (1971) and Lebow (1981: 8

typologies, which may increase our understanding in this regard. Bell 

(1971) distinguishes between six types of crises

Cuban 1962; intramural dilemma, e.g., Cyprus 1974; adversary crises of 

local balance, e.g., Arab

sub crises, e.g., U-2 crisis 1962. Furthermore, Lebow (1981) refers to three 

types of situational crisis

1962; Spin-off non-desired crises, e.g., Russo

brinkmanship forcing crises, e.g., China

According to Snyder and Diesing (1977), the situation in Libya since 

2011 has been an international crisis because it is extended to include a 

domestic revolution with a proxy war, severe conflict, and a high tendency 

to war; e.g., Turkey versus Egypt, 

For example, the Egyptian parliament decided (on Jun 20, 2020) to 

authorize President Abdel

Sissi emphasized that Sirte was a red 

was considered that a declaration of war on a sovereign country.

However, the anatomy of Libya's Crisis indicates that the 

demonstrators' demand at the beginning of February's Revolution (2011) 

was freedom. Thus, demon

is freedom." When the Kaddafi regime used excessive force against 

3
 - See “Egypt's parliament approves troop deployment in Libya.” 

parliament-approves-troop-deployment
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is extending to include a domestic revolution with a probable proxy war, 

severe conflict, and a higher tendency to engage in conflict and war, e.g., 

Libya's Crisis. Thus, the international crisis does not occur between two or 

more allies due to the missing element of fear of probable war or a conflict 

between a superpower and a weak state, which cannot confront the 

and involvement in the war. Consequently, a war situation is not 

necessarily a result of a crisis and may not precede a situational 

catastrophe. (Snyder and Diesing, 1977: 7-8)   

Bell (1971) and Lebow (1981: 8-10) have developed different 

h may increase our understanding in this regard. Bell 

(1971) distinguishes between six types of crises: adversary crises, e.g., 

Cuban 1962; intramural dilemma, e.g., Cyprus 1974; adversary crises of 

local balance, e.g., Arab-Israel conflict 1976; pseudo or false crises; and 

2 crisis 1962. Furthermore, Lebow (1981) refers to three 

crisiss: Justification of hostility, e.g., Gulf of Tonkin 

desired crises, e.g., Russo-Finnish 1939; and 

cing crises, e.g., China-Indian 1967. 

According to Snyder and Diesing (1977), the situation in Libya since 

2011 has been an international crisis because it is extended to include a 

domestic revolution with a proxy war, severe conflict, and a high tendency 

to war; e.g., Turkey versus Egypt, and Russia against Western countries

For example, the Egyptian parliament decided (on Jun 20, 2020) to 

President Abdel-Fattah El-Sissi to intervene militarily in

Sissi emphasized that Sirte was a red line for the GNA forces; thus, Libya 

was considered that a declaration of war on a sovereign country.

However, the anatomy of Libya's Crisis indicates that the 

demonstrators' demand at the beginning of February's Revolution (2011) 

was freedom. Thus, demonstrators held banners written on it "our demand 

is freedom." When the Kaddafi regime used excessive force against 

                                                           

See “Egypt's parliament approves troop deployment in Libya.” DW. https://www.dw.com/en/egypts

deployment-in-libya/a-54247567 
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is extending to include a domestic revolution with a probable proxy war, 

in conflict and war, e.g., 

Libya's Crisis. Thus, the international crisis does not occur between two or 

more allies due to the missing element of fear of probable war or a conflict 

between a superpower and a weak state, which cannot confront the 

and involvement in the war. Consequently, a war situation is not 

necessarily a result of a crisis and may not precede a situational 

10) have developed different 

h may increase our understanding in this regard. Bell 

adversary crises, e.g., 

Cuban 1962; intramural dilemma, e.g., Cyprus 1974; adversary crises of 

false crises; and 

2 crisis 1962. Furthermore, Lebow (1981) refers to three 

, e.g., Gulf of Tonkin 

Finnish 1939; and 

According to Snyder and Diesing (1977), the situation in Libya since 

2011 has been an international crisis because it is extended to include a 

domestic revolution with a proxy war, severe conflict, and a high tendency 

and Russia against Western countries. 

For example, the Egyptian parliament decided (on Jun 20, 2020) to 

Sissi to intervene militarily in Libya. El-

line for the GNA forces; thus, Libya 

was considered that a declaration of war on a sovereign country.
3
 

However, the anatomy of Libya's Crisis indicates that the 

demonstrators' demand at the beginning of February's Revolution (2011) 

strators held banners written on it "our demand 

is freedom." When the Kaddafi regime used excessive force against 
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civilians, the demands of Libyans shifted from freedom to democracy and a 

state of law. Peaceful demonstrations have changed rapidly into a bl

revolution since early 2011. (Hill, 2019) The foreign support to the 

February Revolution was imminent, so the French president demanded the 

end of the Kaddafi regime in February 2011 and declared (in March) the 

execution of the UN Security Council Res

regarding the establishment of a no

 Foreign intervention sped the process of killing Kaddafi in 

2011. The elections of the National General Congress "NGC" in 2012, th

House of Representatives "HoR

"CDC" in 2014 positioned Libya's Crisis closer to peace rather than war 

status. Yet, The Libyan Crisis entered a new era when the Al

operation led by Haftar declared war on Benghazi (2014

2018, Southern Libya in 2019, and Tripoli (2019

of the events of the February Revolution indicates that Libya's Crisis was 

closer to peace during 2012

time since 1964 in local and nationa

situation shifted from a C

2014 after declaring war on Benghazi. In short, is the Libyan situation 

reflecting a national, regional, or international crisis?

 To tackle the pr

the situation in Libya as a C

in Libya was a national C

democracy, and the Kaddafi regime used excessive fo

The Kaddafi regime was surprised by the revolution and, in a short time, an 

external threatening milieu decided to face the demonstrators by using 

excessive force to eliminate the Libyan Revolution of 2011. Then, Libya's 

Crisis shifted rapidly into a regional stage; therefore, the 

States took the Resolution

the Arab and non-Arab parties to: 

1. Ask the UN Security Council to take the necessary measures to 

impose a no-fly zone to 
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civilians, the demands of Libyans shifted from freedom to democracy and a 

state of law. Peaceful demonstrations have changed rapidly into a bl

revolution since early 2011. (Hill, 2019) The foreign support to the 

February Revolution was imminent, so the French president demanded the 

end of the Kaddafi regime in February 2011 and declared (in March) the 

execution of the UN Security Council Resolutions number 1970 and 1973 

regarding the establishment of a no-fly zone in Libya. 

Foreign intervention sped the process of killing Kaddafi in 

. The elections of the National General Congress "NGC" in 2012, th

House of Representatives "HoR" and the Constitution Drafting Committee 

"CDC" in 2014 positioned Libya's Crisis closer to peace rather than war 

status. Yet, The Libyan Crisis entered a new era when the Al

operation led by Haftar declared war on Benghazi (2014-2018), Dernah in 

8, Southern Libya in 2019, and Tripoli (2019-2020 and 2022

of the events of the February Revolution indicates that Libya's Crisis was 

closer to peace during 2012-2014; thus, people were involved for the first 

time since 1964 in local and national elections. However, the L

situation shifted from a Crisis closer to peace into a civil war in October 

2014 after declaring war on Benghazi. In short, is the Libyan situation 

reflecting a national, regional, or international crisis? 

To tackle the previous questions, a quick review of events refers 

the situation in Libya as a Crisis is required. In the beginning, the sit

in Libya was a national Crisis, when demonstrators demanded freedom and 

democracy, and the Kaddafi regime used excessive force against civilians. 

The Kaddafi regime was surprised by the revolution and, in a short time, an 

external threatening milieu decided to face the demonstrators by using 

excessive force to eliminate the Libyan Revolution of 2011. Then, Libya's 

ed rapidly into a regional stage; therefore, the League of Arab 

esolution (Number 7360 12, on March 2011) that called 

Arab parties to:  

sk the UN Security Council to take the necessary measures to 

fly zone to protect civilians. 
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civilians, the demands of Libyans shifted from freedom to democracy and a 

state of law. Peaceful demonstrations have changed rapidly into a bloody 

revolution since early 2011. (Hill, 2019) The foreign support to the 

February Revolution was imminent, so the French president demanded the 

end of the Kaddafi regime in February 2011 and declared (in March) the 

olutions number 1970 and 1973 

Foreign intervention sped the process of killing Kaddafi in October 

. The elections of the National General Congress "NGC" in 2012, the 

and the Constitution Drafting Committee 

"CDC" in 2014 positioned Libya's Crisis closer to peace rather than war 

status. Yet, The Libyan Crisis entered a new era when the Al-Karama 

2018), Dernah in 

and 2022). A review 

of the events of the February Revolution indicates that Libya's Crisis was 

2014; thus, people were involved for the first 

l elections. However, the Libyan 

risis closer to peace into a civil war in October 

2014 after declaring war on Benghazi. In short, is the Libyan situation 

evious questions, a quick review of events refers to 

risis is required. In the beginning, the situation 

risis, when demonstrators demanded freedom and 

rce against civilians. 

The Kaddafi regime was surprised by the revolution and, in a short time, an 

external threatening milieu decided to face the demonstrators by using 

excessive force to eliminate the Libyan Revolution of 2011. Then, Libya's 

League of Arab 

(Number 7360 12, on March 2011) that called 

sk the UN Security Council to take the necessary measures to 
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2. Cooperate and communicate with the Interim Transitional National 

Council “TNC” to provide the Libyans with the necessary protection.

3. Call the global community to provide support and urgent humanitarian 

assistance to the Libyans during th

4. Coordinate with the United Nations and other regional and 

international government organizations and IGOs on Libya's Crisis. 

In response to the League of Arab States’ decision (No: 7360 12, 

March 2011), the Security Council issued the R

which established a no

taken under Chapter Seven of the UN Charter; thus, the Libyan situation 

has been considered a threat to international peace and security. The 

situation in Libya has shifted quickly from the national level into a regional 

and international interest. The involvement of regional states and other 

global powers in the Libyan affairs has resulted in the military intervention 

that speeds up the process of overthrowing the Ka

2011; thus, Libya's Crisis has internationalized since t

February Revolution. 

In short, the Libyan situation has reflected a national crisis, rapidly 

developing into regional and international catastrophes. Furthermore, 

Libya's Crisis is very complicated in terms of its nature and actors. The 

following elements characterize the dist

1. It has developed from a national to a regional and international level 

in a short time.  

2. It is not a Crisis between two so

between two conflicting national parties supported by regional a

global powers. 

3. It reflects a continuum closer to war than peace; thus, Libya suffered 

from numerous internal wars supported by regional and international 

powers, e.g., Wars on Benghazi, Derneh, Southern regions, Tripoli, 

and Sirte and Gufrah.

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem Kashiem 

 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

Cooperate and communicate with the Interim Transitional National 

Council “TNC” to provide the Libyans with the necessary protection.

Call the global community to provide support and urgent humanitarian 

assistance to the Libyans during this crisis. 

Coordinate with the United Nations and other regional and 

international government organizations and IGOs on Libya's Crisis. 

In response to the League of Arab States’ decision (No: 7360 12, 

he Security Council issued the Resolution number (1973), 

o-fly zone in Libya. Since the Resolution (1973) has 

taken under Chapter Seven of the UN Charter; thus, the Libyan situation 

has been considered a threat to international peace and security. The 

shifted quickly from the national level into a regional 

and international interest. The involvement of regional states and other 

global powers in the Libyan affairs has resulted in the military intervention 

that speeds up the process of overthrowing the Kaddafi regime in August 

2011; thus, Libya's Crisis has internationalized since the early stage of the 

In short, the Libyan situation has reflected a national crisis, rapidly 

developing into regional and international catastrophes. Furthermore, 

Libya's Crisis is very complicated in terms of its nature and actors. The 

following elements characterize the distinctiveness of Libya's Crisis: 

It has developed from a national to a regional and international level 

risis between two sovereign countries, but it is a C

between two conflicting national parties supported by regional a

It reflects a continuum closer to war than peace; thus, Libya suffered 

from numerous internal wars supported by regional and international 

powers, e.g., Wars on Benghazi, Derneh, Southern regions, Tripoli, 

and Sirte and Gufrah. 
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Council “TNC” to provide the Libyans with the necessary protection. 

Call the global community to provide support and urgent humanitarian 

Coordinate with the United Nations and other regional and 

international government organizations and IGOs on Libya's Crisis.  

In response to the League of Arab States’ decision (No: 7360 12, 

n number (1973), 

esolution (1973) has 

taken under Chapter Seven of the UN Charter; thus, the Libyan situation 

has been considered a threat to international peace and security. The 

shifted quickly from the national level into a regional 

and international interest. The involvement of regional states and other 

global powers in the Libyan affairs has resulted in the military intervention 

ddafi regime in August 

he early stage of the 

In short, the Libyan situation has reflected a national crisis, rapidly 

developing into regional and international catastrophes. Furthermore, 

Libya's Crisis is very complicated in terms of its nature and actors. The 

inctiveness of Libya's Crisis:  

It has developed from a national to a regional and international level 

vereign countries, but it is a Crisis 

between two conflicting national parties supported by regional and 

It reflects a continuum closer to war than peace; thus, Libya suffered 

from numerous internal wars supported by regional and international 

powers, e.g., Wars on Benghazi, Derneh, Southern regions, Tripoli, 
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4. Despite Libya's Crisis internal war, a peaceful time allowed the 

Libyan people to participate in elections and political 

e.g., the NGC, HoR

5. Fears of a proxy war between regional and global powers, e.g., 

Turkey, Egypt, France,

6. Foreign intervention in 2011 had directed against the Kaddafi regime. 

However, external intervention particularly since 2014 has supported 

either the Haftar camp known as the Libyan National Army “LNA” or 

the “GNA” side. 

7. Foreign intervention in Libya's Crisis is either direct, e.g., the UAE, 

Russia, and Turkey, or indirect intervention, e.g., Germany.

8. Libya Crisis is resulting in sub

economic, financial, humanitarian, oil, a

9. Libya Crisis is resulting in regional escalations; and thus, fears of wars 

between Turkey and Egypt or between Turkey and Creeks are 

expected unless peaceful solutions are reached among the concerning 

countries involved in the Libyan a

10. In addition, Libya's Crisis is resulting in a global concern, e.g., 

terrorism, human rights, and illegal immigration. In this regard, the 

increased level of migration influx to Malta and Italy has increased 

noticeably in recent years. The European 

Malta have concluded agreements with Libya

2020) to manage the migration dilemma and decrease the illegal 

migration influx to Europe. Furthermore, the conclusion of the 

Memorandum of Understanding on Delimitation 

Jurisdiction Areas in the Mediterranean in 2019 is resulting in a new 

balance of power system between Turkey and Greece. While France 

and the European Union support Greece, Turkey has been involved in 

the exploration process of natural reso

exercises in the Eastern Mediterranean region.(See Kashiem, 2010, 

2012 and 2021) 

11. The Libyan Crisis is resulting in new alliances and re

among regional and global powers based on mutual interests and a 
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bya's Crisis internal war, a peaceful time allowed the 

Libyan people to participate in elections and political 

e.g., the NGC, HoR, and CDC, during 2012-2014. 

Fears of a proxy war between regional and global powers, e.g., 

Turkey, Egypt, France, and Russia, are new actors in Libya's Crisis.

Foreign intervention in 2011 had directed against the Kaddafi regime. 

However, external intervention particularly since 2014 has supported 

either the Haftar camp known as the Libyan National Army “LNA” or 

Foreign intervention in Libya's Crisis is either direct, e.g., the UAE, 

Russia, and Turkey, or indirect intervention, e.g., Germany.

Libya Crisis is resulting in sub-crises on the national levels, e.g., 

economic, financial, humanitarian, oil, and financial crises.

Libya Crisis is resulting in regional escalations; and thus, fears of wars 

between Turkey and Egypt or between Turkey and Creeks are 

expected unless peaceful solutions are reached among the concerning 

countries involved in the Libyan affairs. 

In addition, Libya's Crisis is resulting in a global concern, e.g., 

terrorism, human rights, and illegal immigration. In this regard, the 

increased level of migration influx to Malta and Italy has increased 

noticeably in recent years. The European Union “EU”, Italy, and 

ve concluded agreements with Libya for the years (2017

2020) to manage the migration dilemma and decrease the illegal 

migration influx to Europe. Furthermore, the conclusion of the 

Memorandum of Understanding on Delimitation of the Maritime 

Jurisdiction Areas in the Mediterranean in 2019 is resulting in a new 

balance of power system between Turkey and Greece. While France 

and the European Union support Greece, Turkey has been involved in 

the exploration process of natural resources and engaged in military 

exercises in the Eastern Mediterranean region.(See Kashiem, 2010, 

The Libyan Crisis is resulting in new alliances and re

among regional and global powers based on mutual interests and a 
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bya's Crisis internal war, a peaceful time allowed the 

Libyan people to participate in elections and political development, 

Fears of a proxy war between regional and global powers, e.g., 

and Russia, are new actors in Libya's Crisis. 

Foreign intervention in 2011 had directed against the Kaddafi regime. 

However, external intervention particularly since 2014 has supported 

either the Haftar camp known as the Libyan National Army “LNA” or 

Foreign intervention in Libya's Crisis is either direct, e.g., the UAE, 

Russia, and Turkey, or indirect intervention, e.g., Germany. 

crises on the national levels, e.g., 

nd financial crises. 

Libya Crisis is resulting in regional escalations; and thus, fears of wars 

between Turkey and Egypt or between Turkey and Creeks are 

expected unless peaceful solutions are reached among the concerning 

In addition, Libya's Crisis is resulting in a global concern, e.g., 

terrorism, human rights, and illegal immigration. In this regard, the 

increased level of migration influx to Malta and Italy has increased 

Union “EU”, Italy, and 

for the years (2017-

2020) to manage the migration dilemma and decrease the illegal 

migration influx to Europe. Furthermore, the conclusion of the 

of the Maritime 

Jurisdiction Areas in the Mediterranean in 2019 is resulting in a new 

balance of power system between Turkey and Greece. While France 

and the European Union support Greece, Turkey has been involved in 

urces and engaged in military 

exercises in the Eastern Mediterranean region.(See Kashiem, 2010, 

The Libyan Crisis is resulting in new alliances and re-alliances 

among regional and global powers based on mutual interests and a 



 The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem Kashiem 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political &

 

 

 

different balance of power arrangements. For example, France and 

Russia support the Haftar camp, despite the NATO strategy versus 

Russia. Although the UAE and Qatar are members of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council, they are adversaries in Libya's Crisis.

Theoretical Approache

 The literature of political science refers to different theoretical 

frameworks that explain international crises. As mentioned before, scholars 

of the behavioral paradigm have developed different approaches to explain 

the political process. For example, A

model examining the decision

1962. Allison's model reflects three analysis levels: rational actors, 

organizational processes, and governmental politics. Allison focuses on the 

internal rather than the external aspects of the international crises. Other 

scholars focused either on micro and macro theoretical frameworks (See 

Hermann, 1986; McClelland, 1986; and Roberts, 1988) or on the 

perception among the crisis parties. (Holsti, 

Besides the decision

theoretical models explain the political phenomenon, e.g., ecological, 

system, communication, and SWOT analysis. Behaviorists developed 

ecological, communication, and systemic theoretical app

SWOT analysis is newly developed by social scientists and business 

administration specialists. To understand Libya's Crisis, according to the 

ecological model, political analysts examine different elements of the 

internal and external sur

social, and cultural levels. In this regard, analysts examine the relationship 

between different aspects of political milieus, such as ideology, 

institutional division, and the conflict between transitional 

dictatorship. Analyzing the political environment also requires focusing on 

the role of external factors in Libya's Crisis, e.g., the involvement of the 

United Nations and some regional and international powers. We can say 

the same things about the economic and socio

factors; therefore, global deflation, COVID
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ce of power arrangements. For example, France and 

Russia support the Haftar camp, despite the NATO strategy versus 

Russia. Although the UAE and Qatar are members of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council, they are adversaries in Libya's Crisis.

Theoretical Approaches to the Libyan Crisis 

The literature of political science refers to different theoretical 

frameworks that explain international crises. As mentioned before, scholars 

of the behavioral paradigm have developed different approaches to explain 

the political process. For example, Allison (1971) developed a theoretical 

model examining the decision-making process during the Cuban Crisis in 

1962. Allison's model reflects three analysis levels: rational actors, 

organizational processes, and governmental politics. Allison focuses on the 

internal rather than the external aspects of the international crises. Other 

scholars focused either on micro and macro theoretical frameworks (See 

Hermann, 1986; McClelland, 1986; and Roberts, 1988) or on the 

perception among the crisis parties. (Holsti, 1986) 

Besides the decision-making and systemic approaches, other 

theoretical models explain the political phenomenon, e.g., ecological, 

system, communication, and SWOT analysis. Behaviorists developed 

ecological, communication, and systemic theoretical approaches. Yet, the 

SWOT analysis is newly developed by social scientists and business 

administration specialists. To understand Libya's Crisis, according to the 

ecological model, political analysts examine different elements of the 

internal and external surrounding environment on the political, economic, 

social, and cultural levels. In this regard, analysts examine the relationship 

between different aspects of political milieus, such as ideology, 

institutional division, and the conflict between transitional democracy and 

dictatorship. Analyzing the political environment also requires focusing on 

the role of external factors in Libya's Crisis, e.g., the involvement of the 

United Nations and some regional and international powers. We can say 

ut the economic and socio-cultural environmental 

factors; therefore, global deflation, COVID-19, tribalism, human rights, 
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ce of power arrangements. For example, France and 

Russia support the Haftar camp, despite the NATO strategy versus 

Russia. Although the UAE and Qatar are members of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council, they are adversaries in Libya's Crisis. 

The literature of political science refers to different theoretical 

frameworks that explain international crises. As mentioned before, scholars 

of the behavioral paradigm have developed different approaches to explain 

llison (1971) developed a theoretical 

making process during the Cuban Crisis in 

1962. Allison's model reflects three analysis levels: rational actors, 

organizational processes, and governmental politics. Allison focuses on the 

internal rather than the external aspects of the international crises. Other 

scholars focused either on micro and macro theoretical frameworks (See 

Hermann, 1986; McClelland, 1986; and Roberts, 1988) or on the 

making and systemic approaches, other 

theoretical models explain the political phenomenon, e.g., ecological, 

system, communication, and SWOT analysis. Behaviorists developed 

roaches. Yet, the 

SWOT analysis is newly developed by social scientists and business 

administration specialists. To understand Libya's Crisis, according to the 

ecological model, political analysts examine different elements of the 

rounding environment on the political, economic, 

social, and cultural levels. In this regard, analysts examine the relationship 

between different aspects of political milieus, such as ideology, 

democracy and 

dictatorship. Analyzing the political environment also requires focusing on 

the role of external factors in Libya's Crisis, e.g., the involvement of the 

United Nations and some regional and international powers. We can say 

cultural environmental 

19, tribalism, human rights, 
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and political culture are other variables that may help us to understand 

Libya's Crisis from different angles.

According to the system

does not tell us the decision

the Libyan political system is "authoritatively allocating values.” The 

Libyan political system converts inputs that include all partie

support, opposition, and resources into outputs, or authoritative decisions, 

e.g., peace and war resolutions. Libya's Crisis reflects what Easton (1979: 

59-60) called "output failure." A continuing output failure leads to a state 

of disequilibrium; thus, the political system collapse may be the inevitable 

outcome in the long run.

An official and non

dimension that explains Libya's Crisis. The communication system, as 

Deutch (1966) described, is “the nerve

communication system is measured from indicators, such as the flow of 

mail and phone calls. In short, no political system can survive without a 

communication system. Divided institutions, corruption, and armed groups 

further weaken the communication system in Libya. Efficient and effective 

communication channels are a pre

Libya's Crisis. (See Deutch, 1966)

Thus, scholars have developed theoretical frameworks that explain 

the international crisis on mic

adapts the decision-making model to describe, analyze, and predict global 

disasters, others use the systemic approach or combine micro and macro 

theoretical models. Due to methodological reasons, this study will focu

the SWOT analysis approach and qualitative

techniques to assess the impact of dif

This study develops a theoretical f

Crisis according to the level of 

literature. (See Waltz, 2001; and Allison, 1971) Five levels of analysis will 

be mentioned in this chapter. (See Figure: 1
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and political culture are other variables that may help us to understand 

Libya's Crisis from different angles. 

According to the system approach, Libya's Crisis is a black box that 

does not tell us the decision-making process during Libya Crisis. However, 

the Libyan political system is "authoritatively allocating values.” The 

Libyan political system converts inputs that include all partie

support, opposition, and resources into outputs, or authoritative decisions, 

e.g., peace and war resolutions. Libya's Crisis reflects what Easton (1979: 

60) called "output failure." A continuing output failure leads to a state 

ium; thus, the political system collapse may be the inevitable 

outcome in the long run. 

An official and non-official Communication system is another 

dimension that explains Libya's Crisis. The communication system, as 

Deutch (1966) described, is “the nerve of government.” The 

communication system is measured from indicators, such as the flow of 

mail and phone calls. In short, no political system can survive without a 

communication system. Divided institutions, corruption, and armed groups 

communication system in Libya. Efficient and effective 

communication channels are a pre-condition for managing and solving 

Libya's Crisis. (See Deutch, 1966) 

Thus, scholars have developed theoretical frameworks that explain 

the international crisis on micro and macro levels. While some scholar 

making model to describe, analyze, and predict global 

disasters, others use the systemic approach or combine micro and macro 

Due to methodological reasons, this study will focu

the SWOT analysis approach and qualitative-Quantitative content analysis 

techniques to assess the impact of different variables on the Libyan C

This study develops a theoretical framework to understand Libya's 

risis according to the level of analysis used in the international relations 

literature. (See Waltz, 2001; and Allison, 1971) Five levels of analysis will 

be mentioned in this chapter. (See Figure: 1-2) 
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and political culture are other variables that may help us to understand 

approach, Libya's Crisis is a black box that 

making process during Libya Crisis. However, 

the Libyan political system is "authoritatively allocating values.” The 

Libyan political system converts inputs that include all parties' demands, 

support, opposition, and resources into outputs, or authoritative decisions, 

e.g., peace and war resolutions. Libya's Crisis reflects what Easton (1979: 

60) called "output failure." A continuing output failure leads to a state 

ium; thus, the political system collapse may be the inevitable 

official Communication system is another 

dimension that explains Libya's Crisis. The communication system, as 

of government.” The 

communication system is measured from indicators, such as the flow of 

mail and phone calls. In short, no political system can survive without a 

communication system. Divided institutions, corruption, and armed groups 

communication system in Libya. Efficient and effective 

condition for managing and solving 

Thus, scholars have developed theoretical frameworks that explain 

ro and macro levels. While some scholar 

making model to describe, analyze, and predict global 

disasters, others use the systemic approach or combine micro and macro 

Due to methodological reasons, this study will focus on 

Quantitative content analysis 

ferent variables on the Libyan Crisis. 

ramework to understand Libya's 

analysis used in the international relations 

literature. (See Waltz, 2001; and Allison, 1971) Five levels of analysis will 
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A Theoretical Framework to Libya’s Crisis

Data Source: Developed by the Author.

Understanding the Libyan Crisis: SWOT Approach

SWOT analysis is a recent approach th

Crisis's internal and external aspects. It reflects the strengths and 

weaknesses points that reflect the internal milieu. Furthermore, the external 

dimension of Libya's Crisis indicates opportunities and threats. Any 

successful efforts to benefit from stren

threats and weaknesses will speed the process of ending Libya's Crisis, and 

failure to do so will extend and complicate 

Gurel and Tat (2017) define SWOT Analysis as a strategic planning 

framework in any field requirin

use the SWOT approach to explore Libya's Crisis goes back to the Kaddafi 

regime's reactions to the February R

attempted to apply the SWOT analysis to understand how the Kaddafi 

regime dealt with Libya's Crisis. He identified more weaknesses elements 

than strengths on the one hand and ignored the importance of foreign 

Global & 
Regional 
Levels: 

International 
Conferences
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Figure: 1-2 

A Theoretical Framework to Libya’s Crisis 

e Author. 

 

Understanding the Libyan Crisis: SWOT Approach 

SWOT analysis is a recent approach that helps us understand Libya's 

risis's internal and external aspects. It reflects the strengths and 

weaknesses points that reflect the internal milieu. Furthermore, the external 

dimension of Libya's Crisis indicates opportunities and threats. Any 

successful efforts to benefit from strengths and opportunities to overcome 

threats and weaknesses will speed the process of ending Libya's Crisis, and 

failure to do so will extend and complicate it. 

Gurel and Tat (2017) define SWOT Analysis as a strategic planning 

framework in any field requiring strategic planning. An earlier attempt to 

use the SWOT approach to explore Libya's Crisis goes back to the Kaddafi 

me's reactions to the February Revolution in 2011. Muhammed (2011) 

attempted to apply the SWOT analysis to understand how the Kaddafi 

egime dealt with Libya's Crisis. He identified more weaknesses elements 

than strengths on the one hand and ignored the importance of foreign 
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at helps us understand Libya's 

risis's internal and external aspects. It reflects the strengths and 

weaknesses points that reflect the internal milieu. Furthermore, the external 

dimension of Libya's Crisis indicates opportunities and threats. Any 

gths and opportunities to overcome 

threats and weaknesses will speed the process of ending Libya's Crisis, and 

Gurel and Tat (2017) define SWOT Analysis as a strategic planning 

g strategic planning. An earlier attempt to 

use the SWOT approach to explore Libya's Crisis goes back to the Kaddafi 

evolution in 2011. Muhammed (2011) 

attempted to apply the SWOT analysis to understand how the Kaddafi 

egime dealt with Libya's Crisis. He identified more weaknesses elements 

than strengths on the one hand and ignored the importance of foreign 
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intervention on the other hand. In short, the SWOT approach considers 

Libya as an adaptive big organization or enti

(strengths and weaknesses) and external environment (opportunities and 

threats). 

In this regard, Libya's Crisis may be explaining by either micro or 

macro theoretical models or by both models simultaneously. Libya's 

catastrophe was internationalizing from the beginning of the February 

Revolution in 2011. This study will focus on the SWOT approach due to 

the following reasons: 

1. Since the SWOT analysis is a theoretical model and strategic planning 

technique; therefore, it may 

different angles. While the systemic theoretical model examines the 

external milieu, the decision

aspects of international situations. Yet, the SWOT analysis approach 

is a simple qualit

developing strategic plans that deal effectively with disasters.

2. The international crisis milieu has changed since the 1950s and 1960s 

due to globalization, the digital revolution, and technology. Changin

the global milieu has resulted in scientific revolutions using new 

theoretical approaches. SWOT analysis, as a theoretical model, is an 

interdisciplinary approach in the social sciences, and it may enhance 

our understanding of the international situation

dilemma in particular.

3. SWOT approach combines micro and macro levels of analysis; thus, it 

examines the process of decision

the framework of the international system.

4. The SWOT approach combines 

of the political science phenomenon. The SWOT approach enables 

political scientists to describe, analyze, and predict international crises 

either through the distinction between internal and external milieus or 

by benefiting from strengths and opportunities in overcoming threats 

and weaknesses. 
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intervention on the other hand. In short, the SWOT approach considers 

Libya as an adaptive big organization or entity affecting its internal milieu 

(strengths and weaknesses) and external environment (opportunities and 

In this regard, Libya's Crisis may be explaining by either micro or 

macro theoretical models or by both models simultaneously. Libya's 

ophe was internationalizing from the beginning of the February 

Revolution in 2011. This study will focus on the SWOT approach due to 

 

Since the SWOT analysis is a theoretical model and strategic planning 

technique; therefore, it may help to examine Libya's Crisis from 

different angles. While the systemic theoretical model examines the 

external milieu, the decision-making model explores the internal 

aspects of international situations. Yet, the SWOT analysis approach 

is a simple qualitative technique that leads actors to be involved in 

developing strategic plans that deal effectively with disasters.

The international crisis milieu has changed since the 1950s and 1960s 

due to globalization, the digital revolution, and technology. Changin

the global milieu has resulted in scientific revolutions using new 

theoretical approaches. SWOT analysis, as a theoretical model, is an 

interdisciplinary approach in the social sciences, and it may enhance 

our understanding of the international situations in general and Libya's 

dilemma in particular. 

SWOT approach combines micro and macro levels of analysis; thus, it 

examines the process of decision-making and global interaction within 

the framework of the international system. 

The SWOT approach combines theoretical and practical dimensions 

of the political science phenomenon. The SWOT approach enables 

political scientists to describe, analyze, and predict international crises 

either through the distinction between internal and external milieus or 

iting from strengths and opportunities in overcoming threats 
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intervention on the other hand. In short, the SWOT approach considers 

ty affecting its internal milieu 

(strengths and weaknesses) and external environment (opportunities and 

In this regard, Libya's Crisis may be explaining by either micro or 

macro theoretical models or by both models simultaneously. Libya's 

ophe was internationalizing from the beginning of the February 

Revolution in 2011. This study will focus on the SWOT approach due to 

Since the SWOT analysis is a theoretical model and strategic planning 

help to examine Libya's Crisis from 

different angles. While the systemic theoretical model examines the 

making model explores the internal 

aspects of international situations. Yet, the SWOT analysis approach 

ative technique that leads actors to be involved in 

developing strategic plans that deal effectively with disasters. 

The international crisis milieu has changed since the 1950s and 1960s 

due to globalization, the digital revolution, and technology. Changing 

the global milieu has resulted in scientific revolutions using new 

theoretical approaches. SWOT analysis, as a theoretical model, is an 

interdisciplinary approach in the social sciences, and it may enhance 

s in general and Libya's 

SWOT approach combines micro and macro levels of analysis; thus, it 

making and global interaction within 

theoretical and practical dimensions 

of the political science phenomenon. The SWOT approach enables 

political scientists to describe, analyze, and predict international crises 

either through the distinction between internal and external milieus or 

iting from strengths and opportunities in overcoming threats 
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5. The SWOT approach is a cumulative process of knowledge; therefore, 

it combines traditional and behavioral paradigms. (Kuhn, 1962) In 

short, the SWOT approach avoids criticisms con

paradigm separately.

6. Experts and scholars' efforts are required to define the elements of 

internal and external factors, e. g, strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities, and threats. This study is a preliminary attempt to use a 

new approach to unde

affects national, regional, and international systems. 

The utilization of the SWOT approach resulted in the development of 

Tables: 1-1 and 1-2. While 

variables that reflect the Libyan C

weaknesses, Table: 1-2 mention crucial external factors that refer to the 

external environment, e.g., opportunities and threats. Preliminary SWOT 

analysis refers to many internal and external vari

space and methodological reasons, this 

factors expected to affect the Libya C

Internal Environment of the Libyan Crisis

Internal 

Milieu 

Strengths

1 Geostrategic Location

2 Long Seashores

3 Natural Resources

4 Youth Population Rate

5 Islam as a Religion

6 Political Participation Culture

7 Political Development

8 Oil Revenues

9 Investment

10 Tourism Attraction

Data Source: the author developed the data of Tables: 1

 

Libya Strength Points
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The SWOT approach is a cumulative process of knowledge; therefore, 

it combines traditional and behavioral paradigms. (Kuhn, 1962) In 

short, the SWOT approach avoids criticisms con

paradigm separately. 

Experts and scholars' efforts are required to define the elements of 

internal and external factors, e. g, strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities, and threats. This study is a preliminary attempt to use a 

new approach to understand a complicated contemporary crisis that 

affects national, regional, and international systems.  

The utilization of the SWOT approach resulted in the development of 

2. While Table: 1-1 refers to the most prominent 

ect the Libyan Crisis’ internal milieu, e.g., strengths and 

2 mention crucial external factors that refer to the 

external environment, e.g., opportunities and threats. Preliminary SWOT 

analysis refers to many internal and external variables, but due to limited 

space and methodological reasons, this chapter will review forty ecological 

s expected to affect the Libya Crisis since 2011.  

Table: 1-1 

Internal Environment of the Libyan Crisis 

Strengths Weaknesses

Geostrategic Location Instability

Long Seashores Security Deterioration

Natural Resources Political Institutions Division

Youth Population Rate Absence of severe national dialogue

Islam as a Religion Ineffective Political Parties and NGO

Political Participation Culture Tribalism and Regionalism

Political Development Gender Gap

Oil Revenues Internal Wars

Investment Corruption

Tourism Attraction Reinter economy

: the author developed the data of Tables: 1-1 and 1-2. 
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The SWOT approach is a cumulative process of knowledge; therefore, 

it combines traditional and behavioral paradigms. (Kuhn, 1962) In 

short, the SWOT approach avoids criticisms concerning each 

Experts and scholars' efforts are required to define the elements of 

internal and external factors, e. g, strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities, and threats. This study is a preliminary attempt to use a 

rstand a complicated contemporary crisis that 

The utilization of the SWOT approach resulted in the development of 

1 refers to the most prominent 

risis’ internal milieu, e.g., strengths and 

2 mention crucial external factors that refer to the 

external environment, e.g., opportunities and threats. Preliminary SWOT 

ables, but due to limited 

will review forty ecological 

Weaknesses 

Instability 

Security Deterioration 

Political Institutions Division 

Absence of severe national dialogue 

Ineffective Political Parties and NGO 

Tribalism and Regionalism 

Gender Gap 

Internal Wars 

Corruption 

Reinter economy 
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 The data in Table: 1

and ten others that demonstrate 

positive elements of Libya, the data in Table 1

economic, and socio-cultural ecological variables. This study does not 

claim whatsoever that the twenty points of strengths and weaknesses are 

the only factors that represent the internal environment of Libya's Crisis; 

thus, collective efforts of a research team are d

develop an extended SWOT analysis.

To begin with, Libya enjoys a very geostrategic location in the 

southern Mediterranean basin. Libya's geostrategic site was good and evil 

throughout history. Libya's geostrategic place was mainly o

ancient empires, such as Creeks, Roman, and Phoenicians. For th

reason, Italy and other W

established military bases since the early 1900s, e.g., the USA, France, and 

the United Kingdom. The geostra

among regional or global countries, such as Russia, France, Turkey, the 

UAE, and Egypt. For example, Russia, France, and Turkey intervene in 

Libya's Crisis to protect their interests in the Mediterranean and the Afri

continent. (See Siegle, 2019) Furthermore, the European Union's 

involvement in Libya's Crisis also faces illegal immigration, terrorism, and 

organized crimes. In short, Libya, as a strategic, stable, and unified country, 

reflects the interests of neigh

systems 

Further analysis also shows that those other relevant variables 

associated with the geostrategic location are the long seashore (more than 

1900 Kilometres) and richness of natural resources. Although the 

geographical location is one prominent aspect of the geostrategic element, 

it indicates that the length of the seashore and the diversity of natural 

resources add considerably to the strategic value of Libya as a 

Mediterranean country and Africa gate. Libya'

rich with fishery resources, but it contains other natural resources, such as 

gas and oil. On different occasions, the Libyan marine authorities caught 

and arrested fishing vessels from neighboring countries, such as Egypt, 
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The data in Table: 1-1 indicates ten variables that reflect strengths 

and ten others that demonstrate the weaknesses of Libya. Regarding the 

positive elements of Libya, the data in Table 1-1 refers to various 

cultural ecological variables. This study does not 

claim whatsoever that the twenty points of strengths and weaknesses are 

the only factors that represent the internal environment of Libya's Crisis; 

thus, collective efforts of a research team are demanding to explore and 

develop an extended SWOT analysis. 

To begin with, Libya enjoys a very geostrategic location in the 

southern Mediterranean basin. Libya's geostrategic site was good and evil 

throughout history. Libya's geostrategic place was mainly o

ancient empires, such as Creeks, Roman, and Phoenicians. For th

reason, Italy and other Western countries were either colonized or 

established military bases since the early 1900s, e.g., the USA, France, and 

the United Kingdom. The geostrategic location also results in conflict 

among regional or global countries, such as Russia, France, Turkey, the 

UAE, and Egypt. For example, Russia, France, and Turkey intervene in 

Libya's Crisis to protect their interests in the Mediterranean and the Afri

continent. (See Siegle, 2019) Furthermore, the European Union's 

involvement in Libya's Crisis also faces illegal immigration, terrorism, and 

organized crimes. In short, Libya, as a strategic, stable, and unified country, 

reflects the interests of neighboring countries and surrounding regional 

Further analysis also shows that those other relevant variables 

associated with the geostrategic location are the long seashore (more than 

1900 Kilometres) and richness of natural resources. Although the 

ographical location is one prominent aspect of the geostrategic element, 

it indicates that the length of the seashore and the diversity of natural 

resources add considerably to the strategic value of Libya as a 

Mediterranean country and Africa gate. Libya's long seashore is not only 

rich with fishery resources, but it contains other natural resources, such as 

gas and oil. On different occasions, the Libyan marine authorities caught 

and arrested fishing vessels from neighboring countries, such as Egypt, 
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1 indicates ten variables that reflect strengths 

. Regarding the 

1 refers to various Political, 

cultural ecological variables. This study does not 

claim whatsoever that the twenty points of strengths and weaknesses are 

the only factors that represent the internal environment of Libya's Crisis; 

emanding to explore and 

To begin with, Libya enjoys a very geostrategic location in the 

southern Mediterranean basin. Libya's geostrategic site was good and evil 

throughout history. Libya's geostrategic place was mainly occupied by 

ancient empires, such as Creeks, Roman, and Phoenicians. For the same 

estern countries were either colonized or 

established military bases since the early 1900s, e.g., the USA, France, and 

tegic location also results in conflict 

among regional or global countries, such as Russia, France, Turkey, the 

UAE, and Egypt. For example, Russia, France, and Turkey intervene in 

Libya's Crisis to protect their interests in the Mediterranean and the African 

continent. (See Siegle, 2019) Furthermore, the European Union's 

involvement in Libya's Crisis also faces illegal immigration, terrorism, and 

organized crimes. In short, Libya, as a strategic, stable, and unified country, 

boring countries and surrounding regional 

Further analysis also shows that those other relevant variables 

associated with the geostrategic location are the long seashore (more than 

1900 Kilometres) and richness of natural resources. Although the 

ographical location is one prominent aspect of the geostrategic element, 

it indicates that the length of the seashore and the diversity of natural 

resources add considerably to the strategic value of Libya as a 

s long seashore is not only 

rich with fishery resources, but it contains other natural resources, such as 

gas and oil. On different occasions, the Libyan marine authorities caught 

and arrested fishing vessels from neighboring countries, such as Egypt, 
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Malta, Tunisia, and Italy. In other situations, the Libyan marine authorities 

captured and contained Japanese fishing vessels. Libya's annual losses from 

illegal fishing are estimated at five billion Dinars. However, controlling 

seashore that extended into mor

for a weak government and a semi failed county.

Another strength point mentioned in Table: 1

structure of the Libyan population. While several developed countries have 

been classified as elderly coun

states, Libya, and other developing countries are classified as youth states. 

The younger people (below thirty years) in Libya constitute more than 50% 

of the total population.

youths is also very high, and it is estimating around 50% during 1999

2019. Thus, the high unemployment rate neutralizes the role of the young 

generation in economic development; an objective Libya has desperately 

sought since its political independen

Islam is also the main religion in Libya; thus, it is considered a 

crucial element that unifies the Libyan people compared with multi

religious states, e.g., Egypt and Lebanon. Furthermore, Libya, as well as 

most Muslim countries, adopts the 

doctrines, namely Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi, 

many Muslim countries, Libya adopts largely the 

Nevertheless, the Amazigh minority, in terms of ratio to the whole 

population (around 6%), who inhibits 

4
 - For more details on the violation of Libya's maritime sovereignty, see the announcement by the Libyan 

Fish Industry Company president, who estimated the losses of illegal fishing at more than five billion 

Dinars. See Libya Al-Mostakbal
mostakbal.org/news/clicked/37851
5
 - See Peter Millet (2016).  

6
 There is considerable literature to explore, describe, analyze, and compare Libya's Crisis with other 

experiences in the Arab World, e.g., Tunisia, Egypt, and Syria. Yet, Libya's Crisis has been dealt with on 

the micro and macro levels of analysis. The mi

particular element, e.g., tribalism, political Islam, and external intervention. (See Sawani, 2018) Other 

studies adopted a macro level of analysis; therefore, Libya's Crisis is due to internal and e

at the same time. (See Dessi and Greco, 2018): 9

different internal and external surrounding conditions; thus, it requires a cumulative theoretical 

framework that considers the dilemma

sciences. 
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a, Tunisia, and Italy. In other situations, the Libyan marine authorities 

captured and contained Japanese fishing vessels. Libya's annual losses from 

illegal fishing are estimated at five billion Dinars. However, controlling 

seashore that extended into more than 1900 Kilometres is a heavy burden 

for a weak government and a semi failed county.
4
 

Another strength point mentioned in Table: 1-1 concerns the 

structure of the Libyan population. While several developed countries have 

been classified as elderly countries, e.g., the European Union member 

states, Libya, and other developing countries are classified as youth states. 

The younger people (below thirty years) in Libya constitute more than 50% 

of the total population.
5
 But, the unemployment rate among the Li

youths is also very high, and it is estimating around 50% during 1999

2019. Thus, the high unemployment rate neutralizes the role of the young 

generation in economic development; an objective Libya has desperately 

sought since its political independence in 1952.
6
 

Islam is also the main religion in Libya; thus, it is considered a 

crucial element that unifies the Libyan people compared with multi

religious states, e.g., Egypt and Lebanon. Furthermore, Libya, as well as 

most Muslim countries, adopts the Sunni doctrine. While the four known 

Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi, and Hanbali, are overlapped in 

many Muslim countries, Libya adopts largely the Maliki

Nevertheless, the Amazigh minority, in terms of ratio to the whole 

population (around 6%), who inhibits the Nefoussa Mountain adopts the 

                                                           
violation of Libya's maritime sovereignty, see the announcement by the Libyan 

Fish Industry Company president, who estimated the losses of illegal fishing at more than five billion 

Mostakbal, in Arabic, (Issue, 21-8-2013). http://archive2.libya

mostakbal.org/news/clicked/37851     

There is considerable literature to explore, describe, analyze, and compare Libya's Crisis with other 

experiences in the Arab World, e.g., Tunisia, Egypt, and Syria. Yet, Libya's Crisis has been dealt with on 

the micro and macro levels of analysis. The micro studies focused on internal or external factors or a 

particular element, e.g., tribalism, political Islam, and external intervention. (See Sawani, 2018) Other 

studies adopted a macro level of analysis; therefore, Libya's Crisis is due to internal and e

at the same time. (See Dessi and Greco, 2018): 9-201. This study assumes that Libya's problems reflect 

different internal and external surrounding conditions; thus, it requires a cumulative theoretical 

framework that considers the dilemma's uniqueness and the relevant theoretical frameworks in the social 
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a, Tunisia, and Italy. In other situations, the Libyan marine authorities 

captured and contained Japanese fishing vessels. Libya's annual losses from 

illegal fishing are estimated at five billion Dinars. However, controlling 

e than 1900 Kilometres is a heavy burden 

1 concerns the 

structure of the Libyan population. While several developed countries have 

tries, e.g., the European Union member 

states, Libya, and other developing countries are classified as youth states. 

The younger people (below thirty years) in Libya constitute more than 50% 

But, the unemployment rate among the Libyan 

youths is also very high, and it is estimating around 50% during 1999-

2019. Thus, the high unemployment rate neutralizes the role of the young 

generation in economic development; an objective Libya has desperately 

Islam is also the main religion in Libya; thus, it is considered a 

crucial element that unifies the Libyan people compared with multi-

religious states, e.g., Egypt and Lebanon. Furthermore, Libya, as well as 

doctrine. While the four known 

, are overlapped in 

Maliki doctrine. 

Nevertheless, the Amazigh minority, in terms of ratio to the whole 

Mountain adopts the 

violation of Libya's maritime sovereignty, see the announcement by the Libyan 

Fish Industry Company president, who estimated the losses of illegal fishing at more than five billion 

http://archive2.libya-al-

There is considerable literature to explore, describe, analyze, and compare Libya's Crisis with other 

experiences in the Arab World, e.g., Tunisia, Egypt, and Syria. Yet, Libya's Crisis has been dealt with on 

or external factors or a 

particular element, e.g., tribalism, political Islam, and external intervention. (See Sawani, 2018) Other 

studies adopted a macro level of analysis; therefore, Libya's Crisis is due to internal and external factors 

ibya's problems reflect 

different internal and external surrounding conditions; thus, it requires a cumulative theoretical 

meworks in the social 
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Abadhi doctrine. Islam, 

the Libyan people rather than di

Additionally, the data in Table: 1

participation culture in Libya.

political culture has shifted noticeably from parochial and subjective into

participation culture. Thus, eligible voters who registered for the election of 

the GNC reached more than 90%. However, peoples who cast their votes in 

the ballot boxes exceed 65%. In 2014, the nex

HoR and CDC had a lower turn

in 2012. Disappointment in political elites and immature political parties 

are among other reasons that resulted in a lower turnout of voters in 2014. 

Libyans' participation in local elections since 2012 is also co

thus, it may conclude that political culture is shifting considerably from 

negative to positive attitudes towards political development.

Participation in national and local elections indicates a transitional 

democratic process in Libya post

since 2014 have slowed down the process of political development. Despite 

the difficulties facing the transitional democratic process, Libya was 

involved in twenty-seven municipalities' elections (in 2020) in the Western

and Southern parts of the country. Since there is a constitutional base, e.g., 

the Interim Constitutional Declaration of 2011 and the Electoral Law of 

2014, Libya can conduct elections to choose new representatives and a 

president. In short, the transitio

ultimate strategic goal for the Libyans since the February Revolution in 

2011.  

Finally, the data in Table: 1

income is oil and gas; therefore, the share of this commodity, 

percentage of total export, reaches around 95%. Oil is the source of hard 

currency that enables the country to import the necessary goods and 

7
 - A delivered random questionnaire by 

identified themselves as belonging to the participation culture instead of paroch

cultures. (  ( 2013أنظر خشيم، 
8
 - For more details regarding voters turn out in Libyan elections, see this official website: High National 

Election Commission, Statistic, at 

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem Kashiem 

 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

doctrine. Islam, Sunni, and Maliki Doctrines are elements that unify 

the Libyan people rather than diversify and destabilize the country. 

Additionally, the data in Table: 1-1 indicates the spread of political 

participation culture in Libya.
7
 The election of 2012 demonstrates that 

political culture has shifted noticeably from parochial and subjective into

participation culture. Thus, eligible voters who registered for the election of 

the GNC reached more than 90%. However, peoples who cast their votes in 

the ballot boxes exceed 65%. In 2014, the next national elections of the 

and CDC had a lower turnout compared with the election of the GNC 

in 2012. Disappointment in political elites and immature political parties 

are among other reasons that resulted in a lower turnout of voters in 2014. 

Libyans' participation in local elections since 2012 is also co

thus, it may conclude that political culture is shifting considerably from 

negative to positive attitudes towards political development.
8
  

Participation in national and local elections indicates a transitional 

democratic process in Libya post-Kaddafi. However, the internal wars 

since 2014 have slowed down the process of political development. Despite 

the difficulties facing the transitional democratic process, Libya was 

seven municipalities' elections (in 2020) in the Western

and Southern parts of the country. Since there is a constitutional base, e.g., 

the Interim Constitutional Declaration of 2011 and the Electoral Law of 

2014, Libya can conduct elections to choose new representatives and a 

president. In short, the transitional democratic process in Libya has been an 

ultimate strategic goal for the Libyans since the February Revolution in 

Finally, the data in Table: 1-1 shows that Libya's current source of 

income is oil and gas; therefore, the share of this commodity, 

percentage of total export, reaches around 95%. Oil is the source of hard 

currency that enables the country to import the necessary goods and 
                                                           

delivered random questionnaire by the author (in Arabic) mentions that most respondents have 

identified themselves as belonging to the participation culture instead of parochial and subjective political 

For more details regarding voters turn out in Libyan elections, see this official website: High National 

, at https://hnec.ly/ 
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Doctrines are elements that unify 

versify and destabilize the country.  

1 indicates the spread of political 

The election of 2012 demonstrates that 

political culture has shifted noticeably from parochial and subjective into a 

participation culture. Thus, eligible voters who registered for the election of 

the GNC reached more than 90%. However, peoples who cast their votes in 

t national elections of the 

out compared with the election of the GNC 

in 2012. Disappointment in political elites and immature political parties 

are among other reasons that resulted in a lower turnout of voters in 2014. 

Libyans' participation in local elections since 2012 is also considerable; 

thus, it may conclude that political culture is shifting considerably from 

   

Participation in national and local elections indicates a transitional 

Kaddafi. However, the internal wars 

since 2014 have slowed down the process of political development. Despite 

the difficulties facing the transitional democratic process, Libya was 

seven municipalities' elections (in 2020) in the Western 

and Southern parts of the country. Since there is a constitutional base, e.g., 

the Interim Constitutional Declaration of 2011 and the Electoral Law of 

2014, Libya can conduct elections to choose new representatives and a 

nal democratic process in Libya has been an 

ultimate strategic goal for the Libyans since the February Revolution in 

1 shows that Libya's current source of 

income is oil and gas; therefore, the share of this commodity, as a 

percentage of total export, reaches around 95%. Oil is the source of hard 

currency that enables the country to import the necessary goods and 

(in Arabic) mentions that most respondents have 

ial and subjective political 

For more details regarding voters turn out in Libyan elections, see this official website: High National 
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services. The Libyan gross national product "GNP" is affected by the price 

and quantity of crude oil producti

billion dollars in 2012 to 43.24 billion dollars in 2018. Political upheaval in 

Libya post-Kaddafi and global oil price drop resulted in lower GNP in 

recent years, e.g., in 2018

However, the production of crude 

During the first year of the Spring Revolution, crude oil production in 

Libya recorded the lowest level (only 7000 barrels a day). Since oil is the 

source of income in Libya; therefore, the average output was stable at th

level of 1,400,000 barrels a day during the years 1960

objective is to exceed the level of crude oil production by two million 

barrels a day; an aim depends on state and order conditions in the post

internal war era.
10

   

As far as the gas production level is concerned, it is noticeable that it 

was zero in 1970 and then reached 10,400; 4,470, and 4,251 million cub 

meters per minute in the years 2008, 2017, and 2018, respectively.

Marketed natural gas declined from 19.5 (in 2013) to 18.

in 2014, 2016, and 2017, respectively. Furthermore, proven natural gas 

reserves reached 1505 billion cubic meters in 2017. The gas reserves are 

expected to increase in the future when investment may extend to the 

continental shelf in the 

9
 - See the publication and data of the 

10
 - See National Oil Corporation

11
 - The average gas production by a cubic meter per minute during 1960

min, because the production level was low in the 1970s. See: "Libya Natural Gas: Export 1960

CEIC. 
12

 - The proven natural gas reserves in Libya during 2013

production; thus, the available data shows that the account did not exceed 0.77 of total world production. 

See, Bell (1971) and Lebow (1981: 8

understanding. Bell (1971) distinguishes between six types of crises adversary crises, e.g., Cuban 1962; 

intramural dilemma, e.g., Cyprus 1974; adversary crises of local balance, e.g., Arab

pseudo or false crises; and sub crises, e.g., U

types of situational crises: Justification of hostility crises, e.g., Gulf of Tonkin 1962; Spin

crises, e.g., Russo-Finnish 1939; and brinkmanship forcing crises, e.g., China

Snyder and Diesing (1977), the situation in Libya since 2011 has been an international crisis because it is 

extended to include a domestic revolution with a probable proxy war, severe conflict, and a high tendency 

to war; e.g., Turkey versus Egypt, the UAE,

(on Jun 20, 2020) to authorize 
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services. The Libyan gross national product "GNP" is affected by the price 

and quantity of crude oil production; thus, the GNP dropped from 79.76 

billion dollars in 2012 to 43.24 billion dollars in 2018. Political upheaval in 

Kaddafi and global oil price drop resulted in lower GNP in 

recent years, e.g., in 2018-2019.
9
  

However, the production of crude oil indicates oscillating outputs. 

During the first year of the Spring Revolution, crude oil production in 

Libya recorded the lowest level (only 7000 barrels a day). Since oil is the 

source of income in Libya; therefore, the average output was stable at th

level of 1,400,000 barrels a day during the years 1960-2018. Libya's future 

objective is to exceed the level of crude oil production by two million 

barrels a day; an aim depends on state and order conditions in the post

gas production level is concerned, it is noticeable that it 

was zero in 1970 and then reached 10,400; 4,470, and 4,251 million cub 

meters per minute in the years 2008, 2017, and 2018, respectively.

Marketed natural gas declined from 19.5 (in 2013) to 18.4, 15.6, and 14.3 

in 2014, 2016, and 2017, respectively. Furthermore, proven natural gas 

reserves reached 1505 billion cubic meters in 2017. The gas reserves are 

expected to increase in the future when investment may extend to the 

continental shelf in the Mediterranean Sea basin.
12

  Although gas 

                                                           
See the publication and data of the Central Bank of Libya. At <https://cbl.gov.ly/ 

National Oil Corporation, at https://noc.ly/index.php/en/ 
ion by a cubic meter per minute during 1960-2018 was 1,430 million cubs. m. 

min, because the production level was low in the 1970s. See: "Libya Natural Gas: Export 1960

The proven natural gas reserves in Libya during 2013-2017 are less than 1% of the world's total 

production; thus, the available data shows that the account did not exceed 0.77 of total world production. 

Bell (1971) and Lebow (1981: 8-10) have developed different typologies, which may increase our 

71) distinguishes between six types of crises adversary crises, e.g., Cuban 1962; 

intramural dilemma, e.g., Cyprus 1974; adversary crises of local balance, e.g., Arab-Israel conflict 1976; 

pseudo or false crises; and sub crises, e.g., U-2 crisis 1962. Furthermore, Lebow (1981) refers to three 

types of situational crises: Justification of hostility crises, e.g., Gulf of Tonkin 1962; Spin

Finnish 1939; and brinkmanship forcing crises, e.g., China-Indian 1967

nyder and Diesing (1977), the situation in Libya since 2011 has been an international crisis because it is 

extended to include a domestic revolution with a probable proxy war, severe conflict, and a high tendency 

to war; e.g., Turkey versus Egypt, the UAE, and France. For example, the Egyptian parliament decided 
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services. The Libyan gross national product "GNP" is affected by the price 

on; thus, the GNP dropped from 79.76 

billion dollars in 2012 to 43.24 billion dollars in 2018. Political upheaval in 

Kaddafi and global oil price drop resulted in lower GNP in 

oil indicates oscillating outputs. 

During the first year of the Spring Revolution, crude oil production in 

Libya recorded the lowest level (only 7000 barrels a day). Since oil is the 

source of income in Libya; therefore, the average output was stable at the 

2018. Libya's future 

objective is to exceed the level of crude oil production by two million 

barrels a day; an aim depends on state and order conditions in the post-

gas production level is concerned, it is noticeable that it 

was zero in 1970 and then reached 10,400; 4,470, and 4,251 million cub 

meters per minute in the years 2008, 2017, and 2018, respectively.
11

 

4, 15.6, and 14.3 

in 2014, 2016, and 2017, respectively. Furthermore, proven natural gas 

reserves reached 1505 billion cubic meters in 2017. The gas reserves are 

expected to increase in the future when investment may extend to the 

Although gas 

 

2018 was 1,430 million cubs. m. 

min, because the production level was low in the 1970s. See: "Libya Natural Gas: Export 1960-2018." 

n 1% of the world's total 

production; thus, the available data shows that the account did not exceed 0.77 of total world production. 

10) have developed different typologies, which may increase our 

71) distinguishes between six types of crises adversary crises, e.g., Cuban 1962; 

Israel conflict 1976; 

hermore, Lebow (1981) refers to three 

types of situational crises: Justification of hostility crises, e.g., Gulf of Tonkin 1962; Spin-off non-desired 

Indian 1967. According to 

nyder and Diesing (1977), the situation in Libya since 2011 has been an international crisis because it is 

extended to include a domestic revolution with a probable proxy war, severe conflict, and a high tendency 

France. For example, the Egyptian parliament decided 
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production in Libya is a promising sector, energy policy is focusing on 

crude oil instead of gas due to instability and the non

the time being. Furthermore, exploring and exploiting the resource

continental shelf will enhance the production process of oil and gas 

simultaneously. 

Depending on oil and gas as the source of income should lead Libya 

to invest in new promising fields, such as tourism attraction, service sector, 

agriculture field, and manufacturing projects. Exciting beaches, lovely 

weather, cultural heritage, and desert horizon are some aspects of tourism 

adventure in Libya. However, utilizing and developing tourism requires 

stability that encourages the private sector and touri

and money in Libya as a tourist country.

Libya Weaknesses Points

 The data in Table: 1

therefore, ten points are also indicated. Despite the controversial definition 

of stability, it may be defined as 

pervasive violence. The World Governance Indicators connect non

to nonviolence and terrorism; thus, the Libyan rank regarding violence has 

deteriorated dramatically from 50% in 2010 to 4% in 2

or “militias” and foreign intervention are among the crucial elements that 

have contributed to instability in Libya since 2011. (See the World 

Governance Indicators, 2020) 

Since 2014, the Libyan institutions split into two bodies, e.g., 

parliaments, two governments, two central banks, and two national oil 

corporations. The split of institutional bodies resulted in political, 

economic, and social-cultural crises. The institutional duplication in Libya 

negatively affects the cohesion of

federalism as a solution for 

has been facing since 2011. The division of political institutions also led to 

the rise of militarism in the Eastern part of Libya, known as “Cyrenaica 

province.” The goal of the Libya Spring Revolution in 2

stable democratic institutions. 
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production in Libya is a promising sector, energy policy is focusing on 

crude oil instead of gas due to instability and the non-competitive field for 

the time being. Furthermore, exploring and exploiting the resource

continental shelf will enhance the production process of oil and gas 

Depending on oil and gas as the source of income should lead Libya 

to invest in new promising fields, such as tourism attraction, service sector, 

d, and manufacturing projects. Exciting beaches, lovely 

weather, cultural heritage, and desert horizon are some aspects of tourism 

adventure in Libya. However, utilizing and developing tourism requires 

stability that encourages the private sector and tourists to spend their time 

and money in Libya as a tourist country. 

Libya Weaknesses Points 

The data in Table: 1-1 refers also to the weaknesses of Libya; 

therefore, ten points are also indicated. Despite the controversial definition 

defined as the nonexistence of local civil strife and 

. The World Governance Indicators connect non

to nonviolence and terrorism; thus, the Libyan rank regarding violence has 

deteriorated dramatically from 50% in 2010 to 4% in 2018. Armed groups 

or “militias” and foreign intervention are among the crucial elements that 

have contributed to instability in Libya since 2011. (See the World 

Governance Indicators, 2020)  

Since 2014, the Libyan institutions split into two bodies, e.g., 

parliaments, two governments, two central banks, and two national oil 

corporations. The split of institutional bodies resulted in political, 

cultural crises. The institutional duplication in Libya 

negatively affects the cohesion of national unity; thus, separatists demand

federalism as a solution for centralization and other difficulties that Libya 

has been facing since 2011. The division of political institutions also led to 

the rise of militarism in the Eastern part of Libya, known as “Cyrenaica 

province.” The goal of the Libya Spring Revolution in 2011 was to build 

stable democratic institutions.  
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production in Libya is a promising sector, energy policy is focusing on 

competitive field for 

the time being. Furthermore, exploring and exploiting the resources of the 

continental shelf will enhance the production process of oil and gas 

Depending on oil and gas as the source of income should lead Libya 

to invest in new promising fields, such as tourism attraction, service sector, 

d, and manufacturing projects. Exciting beaches, lovely 

weather, cultural heritage, and desert horizon are some aspects of tourism 

adventure in Libya. However, utilizing and developing tourism requires 

sts to spend their time 

1 refers also to the weaknesses of Libya; 

therefore, ten points are also indicated. Despite the controversial definition 

the nonexistence of local civil strife and 

. The World Governance Indicators connect non-stability 

to nonviolence and terrorism; thus, the Libyan rank regarding violence has 

018. Armed groups 

or “militias” and foreign intervention are among the crucial elements that 

have contributed to instability in Libya since 2011. (See the World 

Since 2014, the Libyan institutions split into two bodies, e.g., two 

parliaments, two governments, two central banks, and two national oil 

corporations. The split of institutional bodies resulted in political, 

cultural crises. The institutional duplication in Libya 

national unity; thus, separatists demand 

centralization and other difficulties that Libya 

has been facing since 2011. The division of political institutions also led to 

the rise of militarism in the Eastern part of Libya, known as “Cyrenaica 

011 was to build 
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Yet, Peaceful efforts have been made by the United Nations Special 

Mission in Libya, "UNSMIL." Thus, several conferences were held in 

Morocco, Tunisia, Geneva,

manage and solve the political and securi

Conference under the United Nations supervision had to meet in April 

2019, but the Haftar war on Tripoli (in April 2019) undermined the peace 

process efforts. The Ghadames conference fa

is a lack of will to succeed in Libya's national dialogue and peace efforts. 

As a result of the UNSMIL's efforts, the Libyan

resumed in different places, such as Egypt, Geneva, and Morocco. 

Although most Libyans support the UN

involving parties did not reach a peaceful solution to Libya's Crisis by 

August 2022. However, any successful Libyan

conditioned on a suitable political and security environment th

internal and external ecological factors.

Furthermore, ineffective political parties and mass media systems 

failed in forming an active public opinion that would be active in the 

process of democratic transformation in Libya post

2016) Libya did not develop enough experienced political parties since its 

independence in 1952. For example, the Muslim Brotherhood and other 

liberal political parties were resisted and illegalized by the Kingdom era 

(1952-1969) and the Kaddafi re

parties and Television channels adopted foreign political agendas that 

destabilized Libya more than it built a civil state that enjoys stability and 

prosperity.
14

 However, Local, regional, and global non

organizations, "NGOs," and new political parties have played a crucial role 

in municipal and national elections in 2012

NGOs in the Libyan politic was limited during the Kaddafi regime (1969

2011), it is now stretching to incl

civil society organizations. For example, the main objective of the Political 

13
 - For more details on Ghadames national dialogue, 

14
 -Mass media in Libya has changed from an exclusively state

unregulated institution. 
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Yet, Peaceful efforts have been made by the United Nations Special 

Mission in Libya, "UNSMIL." Thus, several conferences were held in 

Tunisia, Geneva, Italy, France, the UAE, Cairo, and Berlin to 

anage and solve the political and security crises peacefully. Ghadames 

onference under the United Nations supervision had to meet in April 

2019, but the Haftar war on Tripoli (in April 2019) undermined the peace 

process efforts. The Ghadames conference failed before it started, so there 

is a lack of will to succeed in Libya's national dialogue and peace efforts. 

As a result of the UNSMIL's efforts, the Libyan-Libyan dialogue has 

resumed in different places, such as Egypt, Geneva, and Morocco. 

Libyans support the UN-sponsored Libyan discussion, the 

involving parties did not reach a peaceful solution to Libya's Crisis by 

August 2022. However, any successful Libyan-Libyan dialogue is 

conditioned on a suitable political and security environment th

internal and external ecological factors.
13

  

Furthermore, ineffective political parties and mass media systems 

failed in forming an active public opinion that would be active in the 

process of democratic transformation in Libya post-Kaddafi. (H

2016) Libya did not develop enough experienced political parties since its 

independence in 1952. For example, the Muslim Brotherhood and other 

liberal political parties were resisted and illegalized by the Kingdom era 

1969) and the Kaddafi regime (1969-2011). In short, many political 

parties and Television channels adopted foreign political agendas that 

destabilized Libya more than it built a civil state that enjoys stability and 

However, Local, regional, and global non-

organizations, "NGOs," and new political parties have played a crucial role 

in municipal and national elections in 2012-2022. Although the role of 

NGOs in the Libyan politic was limited during the Kaddafi regime (1969

2011), it is now stretching to include political parties, interest groups, and 

civil society organizations. For example, the main objective of the Political 

                                                           
For more details on Ghadames national dialogue, see (Zaptia, 2019) 

has changed from an exclusively state-controlled entity into a violent 
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Yet, Peaceful efforts have been made by the United Nations Special 

Mission in Libya, "UNSMIL." Thus, several conferences were held in 

Italy, France, the UAE, Cairo, and Berlin to 

ty crises peacefully. Ghadames 

onference under the United Nations supervision had to meet in April 

2019, but the Haftar war on Tripoli (in April 2019) undermined the peace 

iled before it started, so there 

is a lack of will to succeed in Libya's national dialogue and peace efforts. 

Libyan dialogue has 

resumed in different places, such as Egypt, Geneva, and Morocco. 

sponsored Libyan discussion, the 

involving parties did not reach a peaceful solution to Libya's Crisis by 

Libyan dialogue is 

conditioned on a suitable political and security environment that considers 

Furthermore, ineffective political parties and mass media systems 

failed in forming an active public opinion that would be active in the 

Kaddafi. (Horniak, 

2016) Libya did not develop enough experienced political parties since its 

independence in 1952. For example, the Muslim Brotherhood and other 

liberal political parties were resisted and illegalized by the Kingdom era 

2011). In short, many political 

parties and Television channels adopted foreign political agendas that 

destabilized Libya more than it built a civil state that enjoys stability and 

-governmental 

organizations, "NGOs," and new political parties have played a crucial role 

2022. Although the role of 

NGOs in the Libyan politic was limited during the Kaddafi regime (1969-

ude political parties, interest groups, and 

civil society organizations. For example, the main objective of the Political 

controlled entity into a violent and 
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Entities Regulation Law (number 29, 2012) is to organize the activities of 

potential political parties and NGOs.

Law of political parties and civil society that organizes its tasks and duties. 

However, there are different legislations, a ministry of culture and civil 

society, and a commission that deals with the role of civil society and other 

NGOs in Libya.
16

 In short, the role of civil society in Libya and North 

Africa was noticeable in 2011

(Dobbs, 2018) 

Furthermore, the division of institutions has created a political 

vacuum, which tribes and regions have filled. In short, the politics of tribes 

and regions have flourished considerably since 2011. Libya has suffered 

from legitimacy and penetration crises 

of city-states and tribes since 2011. To eliminate, or at least minimize, the 

political involvement of the city

the five crises of political development, e.g., identity, legitim

participation, distribution, and penetration crises. (See Huntington, 1971; 

and Lavrilleux, 2020)  

Also, the gender and political gap are another weakness that impedes 

the development process in Libya post

Development Index (2019: 318) reveal that Libya's gender inequality index 

is (41/195). The value of the inequality index of Libya (0.172) is more than 

twice that of the world average (0.439). Since the Human Development 

Index does not consider gender and political equal

Gender Gap Reports does not include Libya; therefore, it may argue that 

Libya suffers a considerable gap in this regard. For example, the L

females' share in the HoR

hundred seats. The mi

minimal, e.g., ministries of social affairs

tourism. For some Libyan scholars, the politics of inclusion should be a 

15
 Article number 4 indicates that political parties contribute to political, social, economic, and cultural 

progress, educate citizens and represent them politically. See in this regard, Law no 29, 2012.
16

 - For more details in this regard, see (Freedom in the World 2020: Libya)
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Entities Regulation Law (number 29, 2012) is to organize the activities of 

potential political parties and NGOs.
15

 However, there is no final endorsed 

Law of political parties and civil society that organizes its tasks and duties. 

However, there are different legislations, a ministry of culture and civil 

society, and a commission that deals with the role of civil society and other 

In short, the role of civil society in Libya and North 

Africa was noticeable in 2011-2012 and declined considerably since 2013. 

Furthermore, the division of institutions has created a political 

vacuum, which tribes and regions have filled. In short, the politics of tribes 

and regions have flourished considerably since 2011. Libya has suffered 

from legitimacy and penetration crises due to the increasing political roles 

states and tribes since 2011. To eliminate, or at least minimize, the 

political involvement of the city-states and tribes, Libya has to overcome 

the five crises of political development, e.g., identity, legitim

participation, distribution, and penetration crises. (See Huntington, 1971; 

 

Also, the gender and political gap are another weakness that impedes 

the development process in Libya post-Kaddafi. The data of the Human 

dex (2019: 318) reveal that Libya's gender inequality index 

is (41/195). The value of the inequality index of Libya (0.172) is more than 

twice that of the world average (0.439). Since the Human Development 

Index does not consider gender and political equality, and the data of 

Gender Gap Reports does not include Libya; therefore, it may argue that 

Libya suffers a considerable gap in this regard. For example, the L

females' share in the HoR reached only thirty seats (15%) out of two 

hundred seats. The ministerial position in the Libyan government is 

minimal, e.g., ministries of social affairs, foreign affairs, Justice,

tourism. For some Libyan scholars, the politics of inclusion should be a 

                                                           
indicates that political parties contribute to political, social, economic, and cultural 

progress, educate citizens and represent them politically. See in this regard, Law no 29, 2012.

this regard, see (Freedom in the World 2020: Libya) 
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Entities Regulation Law (number 29, 2012) is to organize the activities of 

final endorsed 

Law of political parties and civil society that organizes its tasks and duties. 

However, there are different legislations, a ministry of culture and civil 

society, and a commission that deals with the role of civil society and other 

In short, the role of civil society in Libya and North 

2012 and declined considerably since 2013. 

Furthermore, the division of institutions has created a political 

vacuum, which tribes and regions have filled. In short, the politics of tribes 

and regions have flourished considerably since 2011. Libya has suffered 

due to the increasing political roles 

states and tribes since 2011. To eliminate, or at least minimize, the 

states and tribes, Libya has to overcome 

the five crises of political development, e.g., identity, legitimacy, 

participation, distribution, and penetration crises. (See Huntington, 1971; 

Also, the gender and political gap are another weakness that impedes 

Kaddafi. The data of the Human 

dex (2019: 318) reveal that Libya's gender inequality index 

is (41/195). The value of the inequality index of Libya (0.172) is more than 

twice that of the world average (0.439). Since the Human Development 

ity, and the data of 

Gender Gap Reports does not include Libya; therefore, it may argue that 

Libya suffers a considerable gap in this regard. For example, the Libyan 

reached only thirty seats (15%) out of two 

nisterial position in the Libyan government is 

, foreign affairs, Justice, and 

tourism. For some Libyan scholars, the politics of inclusion should be a 

indicates that political parties contribute to political, social, economic, and cultural 

progress, educate citizens and represent them politically. See in this regard, Law no 29, 2012. 
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substitute for the women's empowerment approach and an ultima

policy goal. (See Langhi, 2014: 200

When corruption is mentioned as an indirect indicator of the political 

will variable examined, Libya's record in this regard is highly noticed. 

According to the Corruption Perception Index "CPI" 2018, the 

Libya is 170/180. The changing corruption scores in Libya reached 2 in 

2018 (Rank 170/180) compared with 2011 (position 168/180); therefore, it 

might conclude that corruption in Libya is a chronic disease. The CPI 

(2018) included 180 countries, and

states on the global level. Libya, as well as Sudan, Yemen, Syria, and 

Somalia, are not only very corrupted but also unstable and developing 

countries. Lack of political will is another internal variable that affects 

Libya's Crisis negatively. There is a disagreement about political will as a 

concept and how to measure it. Political will is identified as: “the 

commitment of political leaders and bureaucrats to undertake actions to 

achieve a set of objectives and to sus

time.” (Brinkerhoff, 2000) Corruption is an indirect indicator of political 

will variable; thus, some argue that more corruption means weak political 

will and vice-versa. Different particular outcomes are considered, 

government initiative, degree of analytical rigor, and mobilization efforts to 

understand the political will of any country. (See Brinkerhoff, 2000)

Finally, economic and social problems, e.g., unemployment and 

reinter economy, are other examples

Libya's Crisis. As mentioned before, Libya has depended heavily on oil and 

gas revenues since the 1960s; and thus, tremendous efforts were taken to 

diversify economic and service sectors, but without success. Libya has 

potential promising resources, such as petrochemical, fishery industries, 

and solar power generation, which enable it to diversify its economy and 

decrease unemployment and inflation to acceptable levels. Diversifying the 

Libyan economy will make the country m
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substitute for the women's empowerment approach and an ultima

policy goal. (See Langhi, 2014: 200-210) 

When corruption is mentioned as an indirect indicator of the political 

will variable examined, Libya's record in this regard is highly noticed. 

According to the Corruption Perception Index "CPI" 2018, the 

Libya is 170/180. The changing corruption scores in Libya reached 2 in 

2018 (Rank 170/180) compared with 2011 (position 168/180); therefore, it 

might conclude that corruption in Libya is a chronic disease. The CPI 

(2018) included 180 countries, and Libya is among the ten most corrupted 

states on the global level. Libya, as well as Sudan, Yemen, Syria, and 

Somalia, are not only very corrupted but also unstable and developing 

countries. Lack of political will is another internal variable that affects 

Libya's Crisis negatively. There is a disagreement about political will as a 

concept and how to measure it. Political will is identified as: “the 

commitment of political leaders and bureaucrats to undertake actions to 

achieve a set of objectives and to sustain the costs of those actions over 

time.” (Brinkerhoff, 2000) Corruption is an indirect indicator of political 

will variable; thus, some argue that more corruption means weak political 

. Different particular outcomes are considered, 

government initiative, degree of analytical rigor, and mobilization efforts to 

understand the political will of any country. (See Brinkerhoff, 2000)

Finally, economic and social problems, e.g., unemployment and 

reinter economy, are other examples of weak elements that influence 

Libya's Crisis. As mentioned before, Libya has depended heavily on oil and 

gas revenues since the 1960s; and thus, tremendous efforts were taken to 

diversify economic and service sectors, but without success. Libya has 

ntial promising resources, such as petrochemical, fishery industries, 

and solar power generation, which enable it to diversify its economy and 

decrease unemployment and inflation to acceptable levels. Diversifying the 

Libyan economy will make the country more thriving and stable.
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substitute for the women's empowerment approach and an ultimate public 

When corruption is mentioned as an indirect indicator of the political 

will variable examined, Libya's record in this regard is highly noticed. 

According to the Corruption Perception Index "CPI" 2018, the rank of 

Libya is 170/180. The changing corruption scores in Libya reached 2 in 

2018 (Rank 170/180) compared with 2011 (position 168/180); therefore, it 

might conclude that corruption in Libya is a chronic disease. The CPI 

Libya is among the ten most corrupted 

states on the global level. Libya, as well as Sudan, Yemen, Syria, and 

Somalia, are not only very corrupted but also unstable and developing 

countries. Lack of political will is another internal variable that affects 

Libya's Crisis negatively. There is a disagreement about political will as a 

concept and how to measure it. Political will is identified as: “the 

commitment of political leaders and bureaucrats to undertake actions to 

tain the costs of those actions over 

time.” (Brinkerhoff, 2000) Corruption is an indirect indicator of political 

will variable; thus, some argue that more corruption means weak political 

. Different particular outcomes are considered, such as a 

government initiative, degree of analytical rigor, and mobilization efforts to 

understand the political will of any country. (See Brinkerhoff, 2000) 

Finally, economic and social problems, e.g., unemployment and 

of weak elements that influence 

Libya's Crisis. As mentioned before, Libya has depended heavily on oil and 

gas revenues since the 1960s; and thus, tremendous efforts were taken to 

diversify economic and service sectors, but without success. Libya has 

ntial promising resources, such as petrochemical, fishery industries, 

and solar power generation, which enable it to diversify its economy and 

decrease unemployment and inflation to acceptable levels. Diversifying the 

ore thriving and stable. 
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Available Opportunities for Libya

Table: 1-2 shows ten variables that represent opportunities and 

another ten elements that reflect external challenges for Libya since 2011. 

For methodological reasons and limited space in this 

a brief description and analysis for each variable indicated in Table: 1

mentioned before, opportunities reflect a positive aspect of an external 

factor that might contribute to state and order in Libya post

Libya exploits them rationally according to national interests. 

global recognition of the Libyan government in Tripoli, which derives its 

legitimacy from the UN

External Milieu of the Libyan Cris

External 

Milieu Opportunities

1 Global Recognition of Libya

2 UN Technical Assistance

3 States Experiences in Building 

4 States Experiences in 

Justice and National Conciliation

5 Libyan-Libyan Dialogue with the 

UN Supervision

6 Agreements with other States, 

e.g., Italy (2008) and Turkey 

7 Collaboration 

8 Coordination between the 

Neighboring States

9 Political and Social Reforms

10 Economic Reforms

  Data Source: Same as Table: 1

is a crucial factor that assists Libya in rationalizing its global relations in 

political and economic fields. The GNA and subsequent government, 

known as the National Unity Government “NUG,” formed during the 

Geneva Conference in 2021 did not utiliz
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Available Opportunities for Libya 

2 shows ten variables that represent opportunities and 

another ten elements that reflect external challenges for Libya since 2011. 

For methodological reasons and limited space in this chapter

a brief description and analysis for each variable indicated in Table: 1

mentioned before, opportunities reflect a positive aspect of an external 

factor that might contribute to state and order in Libya post-

ploits them rationally according to national interests. 

global recognition of the Libyan government in Tripoli, which derives its 

legitimacy from the UN-sponsored conference in Skhirat, Morocco (2015),

Table: 1-2 

External Milieu of the Libyan Crisis 

 

Opportunities 
 

Threats

Global Recognition of Libya Foreign Intervention and Agenda

UN Technical Assistance Illegal Migration Crisis

States Experiences in Building 

Institutions 

Elite Foreign Connection

States Experiences in Interim 

Justice and National Conciliation 

Libya Division into Mini

Libyan Dialogue with the 

UN Supervision 

Drug and Organized Crime

Agreements with other States, 

e.g., Italy (2008) and Turkey 

(2019) 

Insecure borders

Collaboration with the European 

Union 

Non-competitive Economy

Coordination between the 

Neighboring States 

Extremism and Terrorism

Political and Social Reforms Declining of Oil Revenue

Economic Reforms COVID-19 and Climate Changes

1-1. 

is a crucial factor that assists Libya in rationalizing its global relations in 

political and economic fields. The GNA and subsequent government, 

known as the National Unity Government “NUG,” formed during the 

Geneva Conference in 2021 did not utilize and maximize its benefits from 
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2 shows ten variables that represent opportunities and 

another ten elements that reflect external challenges for Libya since 2011. 

ter, there will be 

a brief description and analysis for each variable indicated in Table: 1-2. As 

mentioned before, opportunities reflect a positive aspect of an external 

-Kaddafi era if 

ploits them rationally according to national interests. However, 

global recognition of the Libyan government in Tripoli, which derives its 

sponsored conference in Skhirat, Morocco (2015), 

 

Threats 
Foreign Intervention and Agenda 

Illegal Migration Crisis 

Elite Foreign Connection 

Libya Division into Mini-States 

Drug and Organized Crime 

Insecure borders 

competitive Economy 

Extremism and Terrorism 

Declining of Oil Revenue 

and Climate Changes 

is a crucial factor that assists Libya in rationalizing its global relations in 

political and economic fields. The GNA and subsequent government, 

known as the National Unity Government “NUG,” formed during the 

e and maximize its benefits from 
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such recognition, e.g., international support for a political solution to 

Libya's Crisis 

 Benefiting from the United Nations technical assistance 

experiences in building institutions, interim justice, and nation

conciliation are other available opportunities for Libya post

UNSMIL offers technical assistance that assists in the process of 

democratic transformation and state

consultations are other opportunities int

e.g., the European Union and friendly countries such as Italy, Germany, 

Turkey, and Qatar. The experiences of neighboring and friendly countries 

in interim justice and national conciliations are a necessity and obligatio

for Libya, e.g., South Africa and Rwanda.

Continuing the Libyan

is another opportunity that might speed up the process of building Libya as 

a stable state of democratic institutions. The Gadames conference t

supposed to meet in April 2019 failed before it started due to the Haftar 

war on Tripoli in 2019

continuing process that may include different parties. In politics, there are 

no permanent friends and e

successful Libyan-Libyan dialogue that is encouraged by neighboring and 

friendly countries will speed the peaceful efforts to build Libya as a 

democracy.  

Coordination and cooperation with neighboring and frie

countries, such as Italy, the European Union, and Turkey, enhance the 

process of stabilizing Libya. For example, the Treaty of Friendship and 

Corporation between Libya and Italy in August 2008 and the Memorandum 

of Understanding “MoU” (in 2017) are ot

could enable Libya to control and monitor its long international border 

from human traffic movement and terrorism.

Furthermore, the two agreements or MoUs concluded with Turkey in 

November 2019 might en

17
- Libya also concluded a Memorandum of Understanding “

immigration and organized crimes in the Mediterranean Sea. (See Kashiem 2021B) 
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such recognition, e.g., international support for a political solution to 

Benefiting from the United Nations technical assistance 

experiences in building institutions, interim justice, and nation

conciliation are other available opportunities for Libya post

UNSMIL offers technical assistance that assists in the process of 

democratic transformation and state-building. Technical assistance and 

consultations are other opportunities introduced by a regional organization, 

e.g., the European Union and friendly countries such as Italy, Germany, 

Turkey, and Qatar. The experiences of neighboring and friendly countries 

in interim justice and national conciliations are a necessity and obligatio

for Libya, e.g., South Africa and Rwanda. 

Continuing the Libyan-Libyan dialogue that has international support 

is another opportunity that might speed up the process of building Libya as 

a stable state of democratic institutions. The Gadames conference t

supposed to meet in April 2019 failed before it started due to the Haftar 

war on Tripoli in 2019-2020. However, the Libyan-Libyan dialogue is a 

continuing process that may include different parties. In politics, there are 

no permanent friends and enemies, and the Libyan case is no exception. A 

Libyan dialogue that is encouraged by neighboring and 

friendly countries will speed the peaceful efforts to build Libya as a 

Coordination and cooperation with neighboring and frie

countries, such as Italy, the European Union, and Turkey, enhance the 

process of stabilizing Libya. For example, the Treaty of Friendship and 

Corporation between Libya and Italy in August 2008 and the Memorandum 

of Understanding “MoU” (in 2017) are other promising opportunity that 

could enable Libya to control and monitor its long international border 

from human traffic movement and terrorism.
17

 (Kashiem, 2010:

Furthermore, the two agreements or MoUs concluded with Turkey in 

November 2019 might enhance national security, discover and exploit 

                                                           
Libya also concluded a Memorandum of Understanding “MoU” with Malta in 2020 to fight irregular 

immigration and organized crimes in the Mediterranean Sea. (See Kashiem 2021B)  
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such recognition, e.g., international support for a political solution to 

Benefiting from the United Nations technical assistance and states' 

experiences in building institutions, interim justice, and national 

conciliation are other available opportunities for Libya post-Kadaffi. The 

UNSMIL offers technical assistance that assists in the process of 

building. Technical assistance and 

roduced by a regional organization, 

e.g., the European Union and friendly countries such as Italy, Germany, 

Turkey, and Qatar. The experiences of neighboring and friendly countries 

in interim justice and national conciliations are a necessity and obligation 

Libyan dialogue that has international support 

is another opportunity that might speed up the process of building Libya as 

a stable state of democratic institutions. The Gadames conference that was 

supposed to meet in April 2019 failed before it started due to the Haftar 

Libyan dialogue is a 

continuing process that may include different parties. In politics, there are 

nemies, and the Libyan case is no exception. A 

Libyan dialogue that is encouraged by neighboring and 

friendly countries will speed the peaceful efforts to build Libya as a 

Coordination and cooperation with neighboring and friendly 

countries, such as Italy, the European Union, and Turkey, enhance the 

process of stabilizing Libya. For example, the Treaty of Friendship and 

Corporation between Libya and Italy in August 2008 and the Memorandum 

her promising opportunity that 

could enable Libya to control and monitor its long international border 

(Kashiem, 2010: 2021) 

Furthermore, the two agreements or MoUs concluded with Turkey in 

hance national security, discover and exploit 

MoU” with Malta in 2020 to fight irregular 
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more natural resources, and control the long Libyan seashores in the 

Mediterranean basin. (See Maritime & Security Agreements) 

   External factors also offer a promising opportunity to engage in 

political and socio-economic reforms that enable Libya to combat 

tribalism, regionalism, unifying political institutions, inflation, and 

unemployment. Libya's post

global support opportunities to eliminate or reduce the risk

elements that reflect internal ecological aspects.

Serious Threats for Libya

 Additionally, the data in Table: 1

reflect threatening aspects of the external milieu. 

internal affairs is the most prominent external factor that affects Libya's 

Crisis negatively, e.g., Sudan and Russia sent mercenaries to fight against 

the GNA forces in Tripoli. (Assad, 2019, and Badi, December 2019)  

Foreign power's divergent agendas and interests destabilize Libya more 

than ever; thus, the data of this study shows that the score of the foreign 

intervention variable is very high in 2019 (9.7/10) compared with 2011 

(4/10).
18

 The scores exhibited by Libya and other fr

calculated after answering questions that reflect political, force, and 

economic interventions.

military, and economic intervention as well as human rights violations; 

therefore, the data show

intervention and Libya's Crisis since 2011.

  In addition, the data in Table: 1

that are interconnected, namely: insecure borders, the illegal migration 

dilemma, drug and organized crime, extremism, and terrorism. Libya's 

extending borders make it difficult to control more than 4000 Kilometres; 

18
 - The Fragile State Index Report (2019) defines external

country as the influence of foreign countries in security and economic fields.
19

 - The three pillars of external intervention are political, military, and economic interventions

Fragile States Index, 2019: 41.) 
20

 - External intervention is not limited to Libya's Crisis, but it has extended to the other Arab Spring 

countries, such as Yemen, Egypt, and Tunisia. Nevertheless, the level of external intervention reaches the 

maximum in Yemen, Syria, and Libya.
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more natural resources, and control the long Libyan seashores in the 

Mediterranean basin. (See Maritime & Security Agreements) 

External factors also offer a promising opportunity to engage in 

economic reforms that enable Libya to combat 

tribalism, regionalism, unifying political institutions, inflation, and 

unemployment. Libya's post-Kaddafi era did not yet exploit all available 

global support opportunities to eliminate or reduce the risk

elements that reflect internal ecological aspects. 

Serious Threats for Libya 

Additionally, the data in Table: 1-2 indicates different variables that 

reflect threatening aspects of the external milieu. Foreign intervention in 

internal affairs is the most prominent external factor that affects Libya's 

Crisis negatively, e.g., Sudan and Russia sent mercenaries to fight against 

the GNA forces in Tripoli. (Assad, 2019, and Badi, December 2019)  

's divergent agendas and interests destabilize Libya more 

than ever; thus, the data of this study shows that the score of the foreign 

intervention variable is very high in 2019 (9.7/10) compared with 2011 

The scores exhibited by Libya and other fragile states are 

calculated after answering questions that reflect political, force, and 

economic interventions.
19

 In short, Libya suffers from severe security, 

military, and economic intervention as well as human rights violations; 

therefore, the data show a significant correlation between foreign 

intervention and Libya's Crisis since 2011.
20

 

In addition, the data in Table: 1-2 show five other different threats 

that are interconnected, namely: insecure borders, the illegal migration 

, drug and organized crime, extremism, and terrorism. Libya's 

extending borders make it difficult to control more than 4000 Kilometres; 

                                                           
ex Report (2019) defines external intervention in the internal affairs of any 

country as the influence of foreign countries in security and economic fields. 

three pillars of external intervention are political, military, and economic interventions

 

External intervention is not limited to Libya's Crisis, but it has extended to the other Arab Spring 

countries, such as Yemen, Egypt, and Tunisia. Nevertheless, the level of external intervention reaches the 

and Libya. 
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more natural resources, and control the long Libyan seashores in the 

Mediterranean basin. (See Maritime & Security Agreements)  

External factors also offer a promising opportunity to engage in 

economic reforms that enable Libya to combat 

tribalism, regionalism, unifying political institutions, inflation, and 

Kaddafi era did not yet exploit all available 

global support opportunities to eliminate or reduce the risk of weak 

2 indicates different variables that 

Foreign intervention in 

internal affairs is the most prominent external factor that affects Libya's 

Crisis negatively, e.g., Sudan and Russia sent mercenaries to fight against 

the GNA forces in Tripoli. (Assad, 2019, and Badi, December 2019)  

's divergent agendas and interests destabilize Libya more 

than ever; thus, the data of this study shows that the score of the foreign 

intervention variable is very high in 2019 (9.7/10) compared with 2011 

agile states are 

calculated after answering questions that reflect political, force, and 

In short, Libya suffers from severe security, 

military, and economic intervention as well as human rights violations; 

a significant correlation between foreign 

2 show five other different threats 

that are interconnected, namely: insecure borders, the illegal migration 

, drug and organized crime, extremism, and terrorism. Libya's 

extending borders make it difficult to control more than 4000 Kilometres; 

intervention in the internal affairs of any 

three pillars of external intervention are political, military, and economic interventions. (See, 

External intervention is not limited to Libya's Crisis, but it has extended to the other Arab Spring 

countries, such as Yemen, Egypt, and Tunisia. Nevertheless, the level of external intervention reaches the 
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thus, human and drug traffic movements had exploited by local, regional, 

and global Mafias. The last five threats demons

Libya has been facing since the last decade of the Kaddafi era. However, 

instability and internal wars resulted in a penetration crisis that disables the 

central government from exercising its authoritative allocation of value

and controlling its borders. (Huntington, 1971; and Easton, 1979) 

 The non-controlling of the long border did not only encourage 

human trafficking, but it increased the level of extremism, terrorism, drug

trafficking, and organized crime. Libya, as a f

opportunities that are indicated in Table: 1

Friendship with Italy in 2008 emphasizes that Italy, as well as Turkey, will 

assist Libya in the process of forming and training

monitor the long border with the highest available technology in this field. 

The increased number of illegal migrants did affect not only the security 

field but also increased public spending on building camps and 

accommodation for illegal 

mission to save illegal migrants who decide to sail to the southern 

Mediterranean basin on risky boats is also very costly for a country with a 

very tight budget.
21

 

 Libya's division into mini

prominent since 2014 due to internal and external elements. Regional and 

global powers, such as Egypt, Russia, and France, have regional ambitions 

in the Eastern and Southern regions of 

federalist argues that political decentralization is the only solution for 

resolving Libya post-Kaddafi's difficulties. However, separate claims and 

movements are limiting in terms of popular support even in the Eastern part 

of Libya, where it has a stronghold. Federalist elites indicate, on many 

occasions, the advantage of federal processes, but they forgot that Libya, 

during the kingdom era, changed its political system from a federal into a 

unitary country in 1964. The Fede

21
 - The Memorandums of Understanding

human and drug movements and trafficking on the one hand and share the natural resources of the 

Mediterranean basin equitably with their neighboring countries club on the other hand. (

December 2019)     
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thus, human and drug traffic movements had exploited by local, regional, 

and global Mafias. The last five threats demonstrate serious challenges that 

Libya has been facing since the last decade of the Kaddafi era. However, 

instability and internal wars resulted in a penetration crisis that disables the 

central government from exercising its authoritative allocation of value

and controlling its borders. (Huntington, 1971; and Easton, 1979) 

controlling of the long border did not only encourage 

human trafficking, but it increased the level of extremism, terrorism, drug

trafficking, and organized crime. Libya, as a fragile state, can exploit 

opportunities that are indicated in Table: 1-2. For example, the Treaty of 

Friendship with Italy in 2008 emphasizes that Italy, as well as Turkey, will 

assist Libya in the process of forming and training Special Forces

the long border with the highest available technology in this field. 

The increased number of illegal migrants did affect not only the security 

field but also increased public spending on building camps and 

accommodation for illegal immigrants. Furthermore, sending a marine 

mission to save illegal migrants who decide to sail to the southern 

Mediterranean basin on risky boats is also very costly for a country with a 

Libya's division into mini-states are another threat that has become 

prominent since 2014 due to internal and external elements. Regional and 

global powers, such as Egypt, Russia, and France, have regional ambitions 

in the Eastern and Southern regions of Libya. On the local level, the 

federalist argues that political decentralization is the only solution for 

Kaddafi's difficulties. However, separate claims and 

movements are limiting in terms of popular support even in the Eastern part 

of Libya, where it has a stronghold. Federalist elites indicate, on many 

occasions, the advantage of federal processes, but they forgot that Libya, 

during the kingdom era, changed its political system from a federal into a 

unitary country in 1964. The Federalist elites are accused of having strong 
                                                           

nderstanding “MoUs” in 2019 indicate that Turkey will assist Libya in facing 

human and drug movements and trafficking on the one hand and share the natural resources of the 

ly with their neighboring countries club on the other hand. (

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem Kashiem  

Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

Page 43 

thus, human and drug traffic movements had exploited by local, regional, 

trate serious challenges that 

Libya has been facing since the last decade of the Kaddafi era. However, 

instability and internal wars resulted in a penetration crisis that disables the 

central government from exercising its authoritative allocation of values, 

and controlling its borders. (Huntington, 1971; and Easton, 1979)  

controlling of the long border did not only encourage 

human trafficking, but it increased the level of extremism, terrorism, drug 

ragile state, can exploit 

2. For example, the Treaty of 

Friendship with Italy in 2008 emphasizes that Italy, as well as Turkey, will 

Special Forces to 

the long border with the highest available technology in this field. 

The increased number of illegal migrants did affect not only the security 

field but also increased public spending on building camps and 

sending a marine 

mission to save illegal migrants who decide to sail to the southern 

Mediterranean basin on risky boats is also very costly for a country with a 

states are another threat that has become 

prominent since 2014 due to internal and external elements. Regional and 

global powers, such as Egypt, Russia, and France, have regional ambitions 

Libya. On the local level, the 

federalist argues that political decentralization is the only solution for 

Kaddafi's difficulties. However, separate claims and 

movements are limiting in terms of popular support even in the Eastern part 

of Libya, where it has a stronghold. Federalist elites indicate, on many 

occasions, the advantage of federal processes, but they forgot that Libya, 

during the kingdom era, changed its political system from a federal into a 

ralist elites are accused of having strong 

in 2019 indicate that Turkey will assist Libya in facing 

human and drug movements and trafficking on the one hand and share the natural resources of the 

ly with their neighboring countries club on the other hand. (See Assad, 
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ties and connections with neighboring and foreign powers that see a 

divided Libya as better than a unified country. (

 Additionally, oil production and revenue have been declining 

noticeably since 2014 when Haftar challenged the GNA. Thus, his loyalists 

occupied the oil fields and ports in Libya's middle and Eastern parts on 

different occasions. Declining oil production and revenue in a reinter 

economy means another challenge for Libya in the tw

unless it succeeds in the process of diversifying its economy. Libya has 

already adopted strategic plans since the kingdom era to diversify the 

economy, but it has failed so far. Oil and gas are still considered the 

primary source of income.

  Finally, the impact of COVID

Crisis is considerable in the social, economic, and political areas. Although 

the COVID-19 spread was slow in the beginning (early 2020), Libya did 

not benefit from other countries exper

medical infrastructure and low budget speed the process of spreading 

COVID-19 in 2020-2021; thus, the epidemic is getting out of control. The 

GNA imposed a curfew on different occasions, but people did not obey 

such governmental decisions. There is a lower level of officially declared 

infected persons with the virus (more than 30,000 in September 2020). Yet, 

more people have been infected with COVID

criticized its opponents for its slow responses and a 

COVID-19. In short, COVID

economy, e.g., higher unemployment and inflation rates, and slows down 

the public sector. COVID

more considerably in deve

resources and preparations. (See Joffe, 2020)

Climate change is another current challenge facing Libya and other 

countries as well. Libya suffers from drought and water resources due to 

irrational waste of scar

and urban planning increase the waste of water consumption; thus, there is 

a sharp decline in water reservoir in Libya.
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ties and connections with neighboring and foreign powers that see a 

divided Libya as better than a unified country. (Assad, October 2019

Additionally, oil production and revenue have been declining 

nce 2014 when Haftar challenged the GNA. Thus, his loyalists 

occupied the oil fields and ports in Libya's middle and Eastern parts on 

different occasions. Declining oil production and revenue in a reinter 

economy means another challenge for Libya in the twenty

unless it succeeds in the process of diversifying its economy. Libya has 

already adopted strategic plans since the kingdom era to diversify the 

economy, but it has failed so far. Oil and gas are still considered the 

ome. 

Finally, the impact of COVID-19 and Climate changes 

Crisis is considerable in the social, economic, and political areas. Although 

19 spread was slow in the beginning (early 2020), Libya did 

not benefit from other countries experiences in this regard. The weak 

medical infrastructure and low budget speed the process of spreading 

2021; thus, the epidemic is getting out of control. The 

GNA imposed a curfew on different occasions, but people did not obey 

ntal decisions. There is a lower level of officially declared 

infected persons with the virus (more than 30,000 in September 2020). Yet, 

more people have been infected with COVID-19 in reality. The GNA 

criticized its opponents for its slow responses and a limited budget to face 

19. In short, COVID-19 slows down the Libyan 

economy, e.g., higher unemployment and inflation rates, and slows down 

the public sector. COVID-19 is a global epidemic disease, but it affects 

more considerably in developing countries, e.g., Libya, due to limited 

resources and preparations. (See Joffe, 2020) 

Climate change is another current challenge facing Libya and other 

countries as well. Libya suffers from drought and water resources due to 

irrational waste of scarce water sources. The absence of governmental city

planning increase the waste of water consumption; thus, there is 

a sharp decline in water reservoir in Libya.  
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ties and connections with neighboring and foreign powers that see a 

Assad, October 2019) 

Additionally, oil production and revenue have been declining 

nce 2014 when Haftar challenged the GNA. Thus, his loyalists 

occupied the oil fields and ports in Libya's middle and Eastern parts on 

different occasions. Declining oil production and revenue in a reinter 

enty-first Century 

unless it succeeds in the process of diversifying its economy. Libya has 

already adopted strategic plans since the kingdom era to diversify the 

economy, but it has failed so far. Oil and gas are still considered the 

and Climate changes on Libya's 

Crisis is considerable in the social, economic, and political areas. Although 

19 spread was slow in the beginning (early 2020), Libya did 

iences in this regard. The weak 

medical infrastructure and low budget speed the process of spreading 

2021; thus, the epidemic is getting out of control. The 

GNA imposed a curfew on different occasions, but people did not obey 

ntal decisions. There is a lower level of officially declared 

infected persons with the virus (more than 30,000 in September 2020). Yet, 

19 in reality. The GNA 

limited budget to face 

19 slows down the Libyan deteriorated 

economy, e.g., higher unemployment and inflation rates, and slows down 

19 is a global epidemic disease, but it affects 

loping countries, e.g., Libya, due to limited 

Climate change is another current challenge facing Libya and other 

countries as well. Libya suffers from drought and water resources due to 

ce water sources. The absence of governmental city 

planning increase the waste of water consumption; thus, there is 
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In short, the SWOT analysis approach demonstrates that Libya 

should be able to overcome its political and security problems by benefiting 

from strengths vis-à-vis threats and opportunities versus weaknesses. 

Ending the internal wars, eliminating widespread weapons, and investing 

more in oil and gas industries will strengthen the position 

its citizens. Furthermore, Libya could benefit from global support in 

dealing effectively with the crises of illegal migration, human trafficking, 

terrorism, and drug elimination.

Scenarios of the Libyan Crisis

 Regarding the future of Libya's situational C

schemes are prevailing: The business as usual scenario, Libya as a 

transitional democratic and prosperous country, and Libya as a dividing 

and failed country. According to the "Business as usual scenar

1974), political and economic c

non-controlled widespread weapons and foreign intervention in Libyan 

affairs. Armed groups and people, who are not under the control of the 

government, are imposing compl

Libya post-Kaddafi. Furthermore, global and regional powers cannot 

support forever the armed revolt that erupted since

their national interests are met. Since ecological factors change over tim

therefore, the thesis of the business as usual scenario will not be applicable 

in the longer run. 

The subsequent two expecting schemes assume that the future will 

change either for the best (optimistic scenario) or for the worst (pessimistic 

scenario). The optimistic scenario views Libya as a stable, democratic, and 

prosperous country capable of developing democratic institutions. 

According to this scenario, Libya can minimize foreign intervention, 

rationalize its national resources, and achieve economic

political will that enables Libya to benefit from opportunities 

weakness on the one hand, and uses strengths points versus threats, on the 

other hand, will lead to state and order in Libya post
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In short, the SWOT analysis approach demonstrates that Libya 

ome its political and security problems by benefiting 

vis threats and opportunities versus weaknesses. 

Ending the internal wars, eliminating widespread weapons, and investing 

more in oil and gas industries will strengthen the position of Libya 

its citizens. Furthermore, Libya could benefit from global support in 

dealing effectively with the crises of illegal migration, human trafficking, 

terrorism, and drug elimination. 

Scenarios of the Libyan Crisis 

future of Libya's situational Crisis, three expecting 

schemes are prevailing: The business as usual scenario, Libya as a 

transitional democratic and prosperous country, and Libya as a dividing 

country. According to the "Business as usual scenar

1974), political and economic crises will continue in the short run due to 

controlled widespread weapons and foreign intervention in Libyan 

affairs. Armed groups and people, who are not under the control of the 

government, are imposing complex challenges to the security process in 

Kaddafi. Furthermore, global and regional powers cannot 

the armed revolt that erupted since 2014, particularly if 

their national interests are met. Since ecological factors change over tim

therefore, the thesis of the business as usual scenario will not be applicable 

The subsequent two expecting schemes assume that the future will 

change either for the best (optimistic scenario) or for the worst (pessimistic 

The optimistic scenario views Libya as a stable, democratic, and 

prosperous country capable of developing democratic institutions. 

According to this scenario, Libya can minimize foreign intervention, 

rationalize its national resources, and achieve economic development. The 

political will that enables Libya to benefit from opportunities 

weakness on the one hand, and uses strengths points versus threats, on the 

other hand, will lead to state and order in Libya post-Kaddafi. 
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In short, the SWOT analysis approach demonstrates that Libya 

ome its political and security problems by benefiting 

vis threats and opportunities versus weaknesses. 

Ending the internal wars, eliminating widespread weapons, and investing 

of Libya vis-à-vis 

its citizens. Furthermore, Libya could benefit from global support in 

dealing effectively with the crises of illegal migration, human trafficking, 

risis, three expecting 

schemes are prevailing: The business as usual scenario, Libya as a 

transitional democratic and prosperous country, and Libya as a dividing 

country. According to the "Business as usual scenario" (Kahn, 

rises will continue in the short run due to 

controlled widespread weapons and foreign intervention in Libyan 

affairs. Armed groups and people, who are not under the control of the 

ex challenges to the security process in 

Kaddafi. Furthermore, global and regional powers cannot 

2014, particularly if 

their national interests are met. Since ecological factors change over time; 

therefore, the thesis of the business as usual scenario will not be applicable 

The subsequent two expecting schemes assume that the future will 

change either for the best (optimistic scenario) or for the worst (pessimistic 

The optimistic scenario views Libya as a stable, democratic, and 

prosperous country capable of developing democratic institutions. 

According to this scenario, Libya can minimize foreign intervention, 

development. The 

political will that enables Libya to benefit from opportunities vis-à-vis 

weakness on the one hand, and uses strengths points versus threats, on the 

Kaddafi.  
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 The last expected scena

worst due to government

strengths and opportunities 

respectively. According to this scenario, Libya's division int

representing the interests of foreign global and regional powers, has been a 

serious threat since 2011. However, an unstable and divided Libya will 

affect neighboring countries negatively and international security in the 

Mediterranean basin; thus, one can allege that the thesis of the first scenario 

is more acceptable in the short term. However, the argument for the 

optimistic scenario is more reasonable in the end due to Libya's 

geostrategic location and the negative impact of instability o

countries. 

Conclusion 

Libya's problems reflect theoretical and practical aspects as well. 

Although many theoretical frameworks describe, analyze, and predict the 

magnitude of Libya's Crisis since 2011, this study focuses on the SWOT 

analysis - as an approach 

Libya's Crisis. The rationale for adopting the SWOT approach are 

numerous, e.g., a combination of micro and macro levels of analysis, 

explaining the impact of internal and external factors on Li

narrowing down the gap between theory and practice. This study reaches 

several preliminary conclusions that reflect Libya's Crisis since 2011: 

1. More research and writing in this r

2. While the strengths and opportunities affect Libya positively, the 

weaknesses and threats negatively influence the country. Thus, Libya 

can benefit from the strengths and opportunities 

and weaknesses.  

3. Instability, as an internal fact

dimension, are the most influential variables in Libya's Crisis since 

2011.   
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The last expected scenario assumes that the future will change to the 

worst due to government-failed efforts in rationalizing and benefiting from 

strengths and opportunities vis-à-vis weaknesses and threats elements, 

respectively. According to this scenario, Libya's division int

representing the interests of foreign global and regional powers, has been a 

serious threat since 2011. However, an unstable and divided Libya will 

affect neighboring countries negatively and international security in the 

; thus, one can allege that the thesis of the first scenario 

is more acceptable in the short term. However, the argument for the 

optimistic scenario is more reasonable in the end due to Libya's 

geostrategic location and the negative impact of instability o

Libya's problems reflect theoretical and practical aspects as well. 

Although many theoretical frameworks describe, analyze, and predict the 

magnitude of Libya's Crisis since 2011, this study focuses on the SWOT 

as an approach - to understanding the different dimensions of 

Libya's Crisis. The rationale for adopting the SWOT approach are 

numerous, e.g., a combination of micro and macro levels of analysis, 

explaining the impact of internal and external factors on Libya's Crisis, and 

narrowing down the gap between theory and practice. This study reaches 

several preliminary conclusions that reflect Libya's Crisis since 2011: 

More research and writing in this regard are needed and supported.

While the strengths and opportunities affect Libya positively, the 

weaknesses and threats negatively influence the country. Thus, Libya 

can benefit from the strengths and opportunities vis-à-vis

Instability, as an internal factor, and foreign intervention, as an external 

dimension, are the most influential variables in Libya's Crisis since 
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optimistic scenario is more reasonable in the end due to Libya's 

geostrategic location and the negative impact of instability on the other 

Libya's problems reflect theoretical and practical aspects as well. 

Although many theoretical frameworks describe, analyze, and predict the 

magnitude of Libya's Crisis since 2011, this study focuses on the SWOT 

to understanding the different dimensions of 

Libya's Crisis. The rationale for adopting the SWOT approach are 

numerous, e.g., a combination of micro and macro levels of analysis, 

bya's Crisis, and 

narrowing down the gap between theory and practice. This study reaches 

several preliminary conclusions that reflect Libya's Crisis since 2011:  

egard are needed and supported. 

While the strengths and opportunities affect Libya positively, the 

weaknesses and threats negatively influence the country. Thus, Libya 

vis the threats 

or, and foreign intervention, as an external 

dimension, are the most influential variables in Libya's Crisis since 
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4. Furthermore, the increased level of corruption in Libya since 2011 has 

led to a lower level of political commitment by the elite’ 

Libya's Crisis.  

5. However, the GNA and GNU are not able to minimize the weaknesses 

and overcome challenges since 2015. 

6. While the business as usual scenario is acceptable in the short run, the 

optimistic scenario is more prominent at the end. Neve

previous five conclusions are preliminary; therefore, political and social 

scientists require further research.
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Furthermore, the increased level of corruption in Libya since 2011 has 

led to a lower level of political commitment by the elite’ vis-à-vis 

However, the GNA and GNU are not able to minimize the weaknesses 

While the business as usual scenario is acceptable in the short run, the 

optimistic scenario is more prominent at the end. Nevertheless, the 

previous five conclusions are preliminary; therefore, political and social 
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The author published this article in 2017 under the following title: The dynamic of Libyan legislative 

Gaddafi era: The case of the NGC and the NTC,”  Net Journal of Social Sciences, 
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Abstract 

Libya's practice of the legislative process goes back to 

when the first parliament was elected during the constitutional monarchy 

era. Nevertheless, the Kaddafi regime era (1969

vacuum in the legislative process. The resumption of the Libyan legislative 

process reoccurred since the 

2011; therefore, the National Transitional Council "NTC" was established 

(in September 2011) by revolutionary leaders from different parts of Libya. 

The most important legal document that the NTC issued is the 

Constitutional Declaration "ICD" in August 2011, a legal document that 

draws the roadmap for transitional democracy in Libya.

The NTC's legislative processes, especially the

Congress (NGC), reflected the division of labor technique

permanents, non-permanents, and general committees were operational. 

This study assumes that the Libyan legislative process is a policy 

influencing rather than an executive

study is divided into different sectio

and the NGC on public policy. Although t

Assembly members in 1964, the election was repeated in 1965. However, 

the elections of 1964 and 1965 were fraught. The 1965 election was 

generally the last conducted due to the King's dissatisfaction and criticism 

of political corruption since the early 1960s. The findings of this 

support, by and large, the underlying hypothesis that described the NTC 

and the NGC as policy

legislative bodies.  

Keywords: February Revolution, Legislative

System, National General Congress, National Transitional Council, Libyan 

House of Representatives

Government of National Salvation "GNS."

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem Kashiem 

 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

 

 

Libya's practice of the legislative process goes back to 

when the first parliament was elected during the constitutional monarchy 

era. Nevertheless, the Kaddafi regime era (1969-2011) resulted in a 

vacuum in the legislative process. The resumption of the Libyan legislative 

process reoccurred since the early days of the 17th February Revolution of 

2011; therefore, the National Transitional Council "NTC" was established 

(in September 2011) by revolutionary leaders from different parts of Libya. 

The most important legal document that the NTC issued is the 

Constitutional Declaration "ICD" in August 2011, a legal document that 

draws the roadmap for transitional democracy in Libya. 

The NTC's legislative processes, especially the National General 

Congress (NGC), reflected the division of labor technique

permanents, and general committees were operational. 

This study assumes that the Libyan legislative process is a policy 

influencing rather than an executive-dominated branch of government.

study is divided into different sections to examine the influence of the NTC 

and the NGC on public policy. Although the Libyan people elected their 

ssembly members in 1964, the election was repeated in 1965. However, 

the elections of 1964 and 1965 were fraught. The 1965 election was 

the last conducted due to the King's dissatisfaction and criticism 

of political corruption since the early 1960s. The findings of this 

support, by and large, the underlying hypothesis that described the NTC 

and the NGC as policy-influencing rather than executive

February Revolution, Legislative-Process, Roadmap, Internal 

System, National General Congress, National Transitional Council, Libyan 

House of Representatives “HoR," Interim Constitutional Declaration

Government of National Salvation "GNS." 
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Libya's practice of the legislative process goes back to the 1950s 

when the first parliament was elected during the constitutional monarchy 

2011) resulted in a 

vacuum in the legislative process. The resumption of the Libyan legislative 

early days of the 17th February Revolution of 

2011; therefore, the National Transitional Council "NTC" was established 

(in September 2011) by revolutionary leaders from different parts of Libya. 

The most important legal document that the NTC issued is the Interim 

Constitutional Declaration "ICD" in August 2011, a legal document that 

National General 

Congress (NGC), reflected the division of labor technique; thus, 

permanents, and general committees were operational. 

This study assumes that the Libyan legislative process is a policy 

dominated branch of government. This 

ns to examine the influence of the NTC 

he Libyan people elected their 

ssembly members in 1964, the election was repeated in 1965. However, 

the elections of 1964 and 1965 were fraught. The 1965 election was 

the last conducted due to the King's dissatisfaction and criticism 

of political corruption since the early 1960s. The findings of this chapter 

support, by and large, the underlying hypothesis that described the NTC 

than executive-dominated 

Process, Roadmap, Internal 

System, National General Congress, National Transitional Council, Libyan 

," Interim Constitutional Declaration, and 
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Introduction 

According to David Easton (1966, 1969, and 1979), political systems 

convert their inputs to outputs. While the inputs reflect the internal and 

external surrounding environments, the outputs result in a feedback process 

that links the outcomes with the environment. Accordingly, Libya’s 

legislative process converts inputs into outputs. Furthermore, Libya’s 

legislative process consists of subsystems representing the pol

environment, e.g., constitution, relationship between branches of 

government, and socio-

The relationship between the legislative and executive branches of 

government depends, by and large, upon the type of political 

adopted by countries. While the presidential political systems adopt the 

principle of separation of powers, a review of the literature reveals that the 

interaction between the two branches of government is the main character 

of the parliamentary po

system is a democratic one, e.g., in Switzerland, the legislative institution 

dominates the executive branch of government. Nevertheless, in most non

democratic political systems, the rule is the supremacy of 

branch of government. The policy influencing a

connected with the democratic political regime than the executive

dominated parliaments.

The literature on comparative politics focuses on political systems 

from different views 

writings on the legislative process go back to the early 1960s when 

behaviorists dominated the field of political science.

David Easton and Gabriel Almond dealt with the current political sy

as dynamic and fulfilling certain functions. The legislation is the most 

crucial function.
26

 That is affected and infected by internal and external 

23
 - Although the system theory deals with the conversion process as a black box, due to its macro 

analysis technique, this study adopts a rational theoretical model, which enables us to combine macro and 

micro theoretical tools. (Babbie, 2008: 36) 
24

 - For more details on the focus of comparative politics literature, see (Harrop, 2001).
25

 - Riggs (1961 and 1964) argues that dynamic political systems interact continuously with their internal 

and external surrounding environments.
26

 For more details on contemporary legislative processes, see (Keefe and Ogul, 1977
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According to David Easton (1966, 1969, and 1979), political systems 

convert their inputs to outputs. While the inputs reflect the internal and 

environments, the outputs result in a feedback process 

that links the outcomes with the environment. Accordingly, Libya’s 

legislative process converts inputs into outputs. Furthermore, Libya’s 

legislative process consists of subsystems representing the pol

environment, e.g., constitution, relationship between branches of 

-economic and cultural milieus.
 23

 

The relationship between the legislative and executive branches of 

government depends, by and large, upon the type of political 

adopted by countries. While the presidential political systems adopt the 

principle of separation of powers, a review of the literature reveals that the 

interaction between the two branches of government is the main character 

of the parliamentary political regime. Although the national assembly 

system is a democratic one, e.g., in Switzerland, the legislative institution 

dominates the executive branch of government. Nevertheless, in most non

democratic political systems, the rule is the supremacy of 

rnment. The policy influencing assemblies is more 

connected with the democratic political regime than the executive

dominated parliaments. 

The literature on comparative politics focuses on political systems 

from different views that reflect various paradigms.
24

 The scientific 

writings on the legislative process go back to the early 1960s when 

behaviorists dominated the field of political science.
25

 Scholars such as 

David Easton and Gabriel Almond dealt with the current political sy

as dynamic and fulfilling certain functions. The legislation is the most 

That is affected and infected by internal and external 

                                                           
Although the system theory deals with the conversion process as a black box, due to its macro 

study adopts a rational theoretical model, which enables us to combine macro and 

micro theoretical tools. (Babbie, 2008: 36)  

more details on the focus of comparative politics literature, see (Harrop, 2001).

Riggs (1961 and 1964) argues that dynamic political systems interact continuously with their internal 

and external surrounding environments. 

orary legislative processes, see (Keefe and Ogul, 1977; Patterson, 2002)
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convert their inputs to outputs. While the inputs reflect the internal and 

environments, the outputs result in a feedback process 

that links the outcomes with the environment. Accordingly, Libya’s 

legislative process converts inputs into outputs. Furthermore, Libya’s 

legislative process consists of subsystems representing the political 

environment, e.g., constitution, relationship between branches of 

The relationship between the legislative and executive branches of 

government depends, by and large, upon the type of political systems 

adopted by countries. While the presidential political systems adopt the 

principle of separation of powers, a review of the literature reveals that the 

interaction between the two branches of government is the main character 

litical regime. Although the national assembly 

system is a democratic one, e.g., in Switzerland, the legislative institution 

dominates the executive branch of government. Nevertheless, in most non-

democratic political systems, the rule is the supremacy of the executive 

ssemblies is more 

connected with the democratic political regime than the executive-

The literature on comparative politics focuses on political systems 

The scientific 

writings on the legislative process go back to the early 1960s when 

Scholars such as 

David Easton and Gabriel Almond dealt with the current political systems 

as dynamic and fulfilling certain functions. The legislation is the most 

That is affected and infected by internal and external 

Although the system theory deals with the conversion process as a black box, due to its macro 

study adopts a rational theoretical model, which enables us to combine macro and 

more details on the focus of comparative politics literature, see (Harrop, 2001). 

Riggs (1961 and 1964) argues that dynamic political systems interact continuously with their internal 

; Patterson, 2002). 
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environments simultaneously. (See Almond, 1960, 1966, 1978, 1993, and 

2000) 

The Libyan political regime

on this topic is limited.
27

in this regard. Wiarda described Libya during the Kaddafi era as a non

democratic country because it remained top

(Wiarda, 2000: 156) Furthermore, Potter

during the years 1975-

following four factors: (Potter, 2001: 5)

1. The dictatorship was the dominant process during the years 1969

2011;
28

 

2. Absence of accountable and transparent popular and competitive 

elections during the Kaddafi era;

3. Absence of individual and civil

4. There was a lack of autonomous associations and organizations.

Generally, the history of the Libyan le

some scholars connected with the period of the Islamic state, others denied 

that and related it to the constitutional monarchy era in the 1950s. 

Nevertheless, Libya exercised different aspects and levels of legislative 

processes during its modern and contemporary political history. Since this 

study aims to describe and analyze the Libyan legislative process in a 

comparative manner that considers historical and geographical 

backgrounds, a literature review is required to fill

exists. 

The topic of the Libyan legislative process did not mention by 

classical studies on Libya, such as the book El

27
 - Some literature focused on different subjects that concern Libya since political independence in 1951, 

e.g., tribe and upheaval. (See in this regard: 
28

 - Kaddafi declared war against his opponents and enemies, particularly the Muslim Br

Movement; therefore, he either assassinated their leaders or sent them to jails. See for more details 

(Potter, 2001: 358-361) 
29

. From a structural approach point of view, Bromley argues that the issue of democracy in the Arab 

World and Libya is no exception

was some scope for limited constitutional rule and democratic

p. 340) Furthermore, another scholar argued that different elements, e. g., religious, cultural, economic, 

and technological, delayed the democratization processes in the Arab World. (Ayubi, 2001
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environments simultaneously. (See Almond, 1960, 1966, 1978, 1993, and 

The Libyan political regime converts inputs into outputs, but writing 
27

 A review of the literature reveals a lack of writing 

in this regard. Wiarda described Libya during the Kaddafi era as a non

democratic country because it remained top-down and authoritar

(Wiarda, 2000: 156) Furthermore, Potter (2001:37-38) classified Libya 

-1995 as an authoritarian political regime due to the 

following four factors: (Potter, 2001: 5) 

The dictatorship was the dominant process during the years 1969

Absence of accountable and transparent popular and competitive 

elections during the Kaddafi era; 

Absence of individual and civil-political rights; 

There was a lack of autonomous associations and organizations.

Generally, the history of the Libyan legislative process is old.

some scholars connected with the period of the Islamic state, others denied 

that and related it to the constitutional monarchy era in the 1950s. 

Nevertheless, Libya exercised different aspects and levels of legislative 

esses during its modern and contemporary political history. Since this 

study aims to describe and analyze the Libyan legislative process in a 

comparative manner that considers historical and geographical 

backgrounds, a literature review is required to fill out the gap if any of it 

The topic of the Libyan legislative process did not mention by 

classical studies on Libya, such as the book El-Fatherly.  (El-Fathaly, 1977) 

                                                           
Some literature focused on different subjects that concern Libya since political independence in 1951, 

e.g., tribe and upheaval. (See in this regard: Gote and Roder, 2012; and Mezran, 2012: 513
Kaddafi declared war against his opponents and enemies, particularly the Muslim Br

ovement; therefore, he either assassinated their leaders or sent them to jails. See for more details 

tructural approach point of view, Bromley argues that the issue of democracy in the Arab 

World and Libya is no exception, reflecting historical patterns of state and class formation. Thus, there 

was some scope for limited constitutional rule and democratic accountability. (Bromley, 2001:321

p. 340) Furthermore, another scholar argued that different elements, e. g., religious, cultural, economic, 

and technological, delayed the democratization processes in the Arab World. (Ayubi, 2001
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environments simultaneously. (See Almond, 1960, 1966, 1978, 1993, and 

converts inputs into outputs, but writing 

A review of the literature reveals a lack of writing 

in this regard. Wiarda described Libya during the Kaddafi era as a non-

down and authoritarian. 

38) classified Libya 

1995 as an authoritarian political regime due to the 

The dictatorship was the dominant process during the years 1969-

Absence of accountable and transparent popular and competitive 

There was a lack of autonomous associations and organizations. 

gislative process is old.
29

 While 

some scholars connected with the period of the Islamic state, others denied 

that and related it to the constitutional monarchy era in the 1950s. 

Nevertheless, Libya exercised different aspects and levels of legislative 

esses during its modern and contemporary political history. Since this 

study aims to describe and analyze the Libyan legislative process in a 

comparative manner that considers historical and geographical 

out the gap if any of it 

The topic of the Libyan legislative process did not mention by 

Fathaly, 1977) 

Some literature focused on different subjects that concern Libya since political independence in 1951, 

Mezran, 2012: 513-534) 

Kaddafi declared war against his opponents and enemies, particularly the Muslim Brotherhood 

ovement; therefore, he either assassinated their leaders or sent them to jails. See for more details 

tructural approach point of view, Bromley argues that the issue of democracy in the Arab 

reflecting historical patterns of state and class formation. Thus, there 

accountability. (Bromley, 2001:321-344, at 

p. 340) Furthermore, another scholar argued that different elements, e. g., religious, cultural, economic, 

and technological, delayed the democratization processes in the Arab World. (Ayubi, 2001: 345-366)  



52 
 The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 
Kashiem  

Democratic Arab Center 

 

 

However, in chapter six, El

people's Congress and Popular Committees in the Libyan legislative 

process during the Kaddafi era. (El

(1969-2011) was among several factors that resulted in the absence of rich 

literature regarding the topic of the Libyan le

gap in this regard reflects the importance of this chapter from a 

methodological point of view. There is a clear gap in the literature 

regarding the Libyan legislative process, a gap this chapter will narrow 

down as much as possible. 

Furthermore, non

the early years of political independence (1952

the imperial King, who exercised unlimited executive and legislative 

authorities as indicated by the const

resulted in a deteriorated Libyan legislative process. According to the 

Libyan Kingdom's Constitution issued in October 1951, King Edress also 

exercised executive and legislative powers.

literature regarding Libya's legislative process; thus, this study's main 

objective is to narrow this gap as much as possible. 

Data and Methodology

The focus of this chapter is to describe and analyze the legislative 

process during the period of the non

"NTC" and the National General Congress "NGC" that has elected in July 

2012. Furthermore, this study aims to describe and analyze the legislative 

process of the NTC and the NGC due to the following factors: 

1. The NTC was the 

movement against the Kaddafi regime (from February 27, 2011, to 

August 8, 2012). Furthermore, the NGC was the first elected legislative 

body in the post-Kaddafi era.

30
 - Article (41) of the Libyan C

legislative power with the parliament. While the King exercises full executive 

Libyan Constitution of 1951 indicated that the judiciary autho

King's name (Article 43). Since elections during the monarchy period (1952

and transparent; therefore, the legislative processes cannot describe as democratic.
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However, in chapter six, El-Fathaly and Chackerian mention the role of the 

's Congress and Popular Committees in the Libyan legislative 

process during the Kaddafi era. (El-Fathaly, 1977: 92-99) Kaddafi regime 

2011) was among several factors that resulted in the absence of rich 

literature regarding the topic of the Libyan legislative process. Filling the 

gap in this regard reflects the importance of this chapter from a 

methodological point of view. There is a clear gap in the literature 

regarding the Libyan legislative process, a gap this chapter will narrow 

ossible.  

Furthermore, non-accountable and non-transparent elections during 

the early years of political independence (1952-1965) on the one hand and 

, who exercised unlimited executive and legislative 

authorities as indicated by the constitution of 1951 on the other hand, 

resulted in a deteriorated Libyan legislative process. According to the 

Libyan Kingdom's Constitution issued in October 1951, King Edress also 

exercised executive and legislative powers.
30

 There is a wide gap in the 

ture regarding Libya's legislative process; thus, this study's main 

objective is to narrow this gap as much as possible.  

Data and Methodology  

The focus of this chapter is to describe and analyze the legislative 

process during the period of the non-elected National Transitional Council 

"NTC" and the National General Congress "NGC" that has elected in July 

2012. Furthermore, this study aims to describe and analyze the legislative 

process of the NTC and the NGC due to the following factors: 

The NTC was the first legislative authority that led the revolutionary 

movement against the Kaddafi regime (from February 27, 2011, to 

August 8, 2012). Furthermore, the NGC was the first elected legislative 

Kaddafi era. 

                                                           
rticle (41) of the Libyan Constitution of 1951 emphasized that the King share and exercise 

the parliament. While the King exercises full executive power (Article 42), the 

onstitution of 1951 indicated that the judiciary authority only exercises its authority by the 

King's name (Article 43). Since elections during the monarchy period (1952-1965) were not accountable 

and transparent; therefore, the legislative processes cannot describe as democratic. 
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's Congress and Popular Committees in the Libyan legislative 

99) Kaddafi regime 

2011) was among several factors that resulted in the absence of rich 

gislative process. Filling the 

gap in this regard reflects the importance of this chapter from a 

methodological point of view. There is a clear gap in the literature 

regarding the Libyan legislative process, a gap this chapter will narrow 

transparent elections during 

1965) on the one hand and 

, who exercised unlimited executive and legislative 

itution of 1951 on the other hand, 

resulted in a deteriorated Libyan legislative process. According to the 

Libyan Kingdom's Constitution issued in October 1951, King Edress also 

There is a wide gap in the 

ture regarding Libya's legislative process; thus, this study's main 

The focus of this chapter is to describe and analyze the legislative 

d National Transitional Council 

"NTC" and the National General Congress "NGC" that has elected in July 

2012. Furthermore, this study aims to describe and analyze the legislative 

process of the NTC and the NGC due to the following factors:  

first legislative authority that led the revolutionary 

movement against the Kaddafi regime (from February 27, 2011, to 

August 8, 2012). Furthermore, the NGC was the first elected legislative 

onstitution of 1951 emphasized that the King share and exercise 

power (Article 42), the 

rity only exercises its authority by the 

1965) were not accountable 
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2. The election of 2012 that resulted 

transparent and accountable on the one hand and recorded a higher 

voter turnout on the other hand.

3. The NGC still exercises its powers due to procedural and substantial 

processes that delayed the transformation of authority i

elected House of Representatives "HoR

agreement, the NGC has operated as a senate or a consultant institution 

since December 2015.

4. The election of the HoR

the issue of its legality was before the Libyan Supreme Court, known as 

"the Constitutional Circuit."

this study due to their controversial position

adapting the case study method on the other hand

boycotted the HoR 

three subgroups that met either in Tripoli or Tobruk. A third subgroup 

continues to boycott the meetings of the HoR

Tripoli. Although the HoR reunited after the

meetings are controversial regarding legality and conflict of interests 

among members and leadership.

Most legislative authorities are classified as either policy

or executive-dominated parliaments

where does the Libyan legislative branch of government stand from all 

that? Or in other words: 

or executive-dominated branch of government?

figure; 2-1 reflects the hy

NTC and NGC are influencing the process of public policy in the new 

Libya." Figure: 2-1 shows that a causal relationship may exist between the 

two independent variables, namely the NTC and NGC on the one

the public policymaking processes on the other.

31
 - Constitutional Courts deal with disputes that are related to constitutional issues. The Libyan judicial 

system deals with constitutional disputes by the supreme courts instead of a 

the Constitutional Circuit of the Libyan Supreme Court held s

2014 to examine the legality of those meetings and decisions that the HoR since its first illegal meeting in 

August 2014. The Court's final decision (November 2014) considers the HoR unconstitutional and illegal.
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 Consequently, the HoR will exclude from 

this study due to their controversial position on the one hand and 

adapting the case study method on the other hand. Many

 meetings in Tobruk, and then the HoR

three subgroups that met either in Tripoli or Tobruk. A third subgroup 

ycott the meetings of the HoR in either Tobruk or 

Tripoli. Although the HoR reunited after the Geneva conference, its 

meetings are controversial regarding legality and conflict of interests 

among members and leadership. 

Most legislative authorities are classified as either policy

dominated parliaments. Here, we may ask a crucial question: 

where does the Libyan legislative branch of government stand from all 

Or in other words: Are the Libyan NTC and NGC policies influencing 

dominated branch of government? To answer this question, 

1 reflects the hypothesis of this chapter; thus, we assume that: "

NTC and NGC are influencing the process of public policy in the new 

1 shows that a causal relationship may exist between the 

two independent variables, namely the NTC and NGC on the one

the public policymaking processes on the other. 

Figure: 2-1 

                                                           
Courts deal with disputes that are related to constitutional issues. The Libyan judicial 

system deals with constitutional disputes by the supreme courts instead of a Constitutional

the Constitutional Circuit of the Libyan Supreme Court held several meetings during August and October 

2014 to examine the legality of those meetings and decisions that the HoR since its first illegal meeting in 

August 2014. The Court's final decision (November 2014) considers the HoR unconstitutional and illegal.
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The impact of the NTC and the NGC on Libya's public policy process

The NTC and the NGC are two cases that may describe and analyze 

comparatively. Due to the limitations of the case study method, it is not 

easy to generalize the finding of this chapter. Therefore, further research is 

required in this regard. However, the e

explore different aspects of the legislative process in the new Libya. 

Consequently, this chapter is divided into the following subtitles:

� Introduction,

� Data and Methodology

� The Expansion of the Libyan legislative pr

� The Influence of the NTC and the  NGC

� The Prospects of the legislative process in Libya

� Conclusion: results and recommendations

The Expansion of the Libyan legislative process

 Libya's practice of legislative process goes back to the early years of 

independence when the parliament had elected in February 1952, during 

the era of constitutional monarchy. There were two chambers of the Libyan 

parliament during the years (1952

every four years, the upper house members are appointed by King Edress 

Al-Sounsi. However, the lower house elections were not as transparent and 

32
 - As far as the data of this study is concerned, there are primary and secondary sources. The Libyan 

Constitution of 1951, the ITC of 2011, the Internal Systems (IS), and the NGC are this chapter's primary 

sources. Literature materials are also other sour
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every four years, the upper house members are appointed by King Edress 

Sounsi. However, the lower house elections were not as transparent and 

                                                           
As far as the data of this study is concerned, there are primary and secondary sources. The Libyan 

Constitution of 1951, the ITC of 2011, the Internal Systems (IS), and the NGC are this chapter's primary 

sources. Literature materials are also other sources in this chapter.   
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accountable as they should be; therefore, many reports describe those 

elections as fraud and corruption.

 Nevertheless, the era of Kaddafi's regime (1969

vacuum in the legislative process. Kaddafi invented in 1977 what he called 

the authority of the Libyan people through popular conferences

and committees (execute)

meeting annually, the popular committees on the local and national levels, 

which supposedly represent the executive arm of Libyan authority, were in 

continuing official sessions. Nevertheless, t

called democratic simply because they are built on ideological dictatorship 

bases instead of transparent and accountable popular elections.

The resumption of the Libyan legislative processes reoccurred since 

the early days of the uprising in 2011; therefore, the NTC was established 

by revolutionary leaders from different parts of Libya in February 2011. 

The NTC was not an elected institution due to the circumstances during the 

February Revolution of 2011. The NTC issued the 

document, the Interim Constitutional Declaration "ICD," in August 2011. 

The election of July 2012 was supervised by global and local 

institutions, such as the UN, the EU, and civil society organizations; 

therefore, it was transparent 

parliamentary election in July 2012 witnessed the highest voter registration 

(over 90%) and voter turnout (over 70%) in the history of Libyan elections. 

The members of the NGC (200 members) were elected according to 

population and geographical criteria; therefore, large regions with low

density populations, e. g., Alkofera and Sirt, were given semi

to more minor eras with high

The second popular election was held in

low voter turnout (around 40%). The elected House of Representatives or 

HoR raised controversial issues, such as convening its session in a place 

not indicated by the ICD and holding its meeting with a high percentage 

33
 - Although the Libyan people had elected their assembly members in 1964, the election was repeated in 

1965. However, the elections of 1964 and

conducted due to the King's dissatisfaction and criticism of political corruption since the early 1960s. 
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accountable as they should be; therefore, many reports describe those 

ons as fraud and corruption.
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Nevertheless, the era of Kaddafi's regime (1969-2011) resulted in a 

vacuum in the legislative process. Kaddafi invented in 1977 what he called 

the authority of the Libyan people through popular conferences

(execute). While the Popular Conferences held their 

meeting annually, the popular committees on the local and national levels, 

which supposedly represent the executive arm of Libyan authority, were in 

continuing official sessions. Nevertheless, the legislative process cannot be 

called democratic simply because they are built on ideological dictatorship 

bases instead of transparent and accountable popular elections.

The resumption of the Libyan legislative processes reoccurred since 

of the uprising in 2011; therefore, the NTC was established 

by revolutionary leaders from different parts of Libya in February 2011. 

The NTC was not an elected institution due to the circumstances during the 

February Revolution of 2011. The NTC issued the most important legal 

document, the Interim Constitutional Declaration "ICD," in August 2011. 

The election of July 2012 was supervised by global and local 

institutions, such as the UN, the EU, and civil society organizations; 

therefore, it was transparent and accountable. Furthermore, the 

parliamentary election in July 2012 witnessed the highest voter registration 

(over 90%) and voter turnout (over 70%) in the history of Libyan elections. 

The members of the NGC (200 members) were elected according to 

tion and geographical criteria; therefore, large regions with low

density populations, e. g., Alkofera and Sirt, were given semi

to more minor eras with high-density people, such as Tripoli and Benghazi.

The second popular election was held in July 2014 and suffered from 

low voter turnout (around 40%). The elected House of Representatives or 

HoR raised controversial issues, such as convening its session in a place 

not indicated by the ICD and holding its meeting with a high percentage 

                                                           
Although the Libyan people had elected their assembly members in 1964, the election was repeated in 

ever, the elections of 1964 and 1965 were fraught. The 1965 election was generally the last 

dissatisfaction and criticism of political corruption since the early 1960s. 
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by revolutionary leaders from different parts of Libya in February 2011. 
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document, the Interim Constitutional Declaration "ICD," in August 2011.  

The election of July 2012 was supervised by global and local 

institutions, such as the UN, the EU, and civil society organizations; 

and accountable. Furthermore, the 

parliamentary election in July 2012 witnessed the highest voter registration 

(over 90%) and voter turnout (over 70%) in the history of Libyan elections. 

The members of the NGC (200 members) were elected according to 

tion and geographical criteria; therefore, large regions with low-

density populations, e. g., Alkofera and Sirt, were given semi-equal weight 

density people, such as Tripoli and Benghazi. 

July 2014 and suffered from 

low voter turnout (around 40%). The elected House of Representatives or 

HoR raised controversial issues, such as convening its session in a place 

not indicated by the ICD and holding its meeting with a high percentage 

Although the Libyan people had elected their assembly members in 1964, the election was repeated in 

The 1965 election was generally the last 

dissatisfaction and criticism of political corruption since the early 1960s.  
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absence of its members (around 50% absence). Furthermore, the ceremony 

of transferring the power from the NGC into the HoR is legally 

controversial. The new HoR did not meet in Benghazi city as planned. 

Nevertheless, instead, it held its sessions in Tobruk. Further

half of the new HoR members are boycotting its session due to its violation 

of the ICD. 

The Libyan legislative process

The ICD, the Internal Systems of the NTC, and the NGC spelled out 

the steps of decision-making for the Libyan legislative pr

the early days of the February Revolution of 2011, three legislative 

organizations have been elected by voters. Due to methodological reasons, 

the focus of this study will be on the NTC and the NGC only. Thus, the 

focus of this section will

the NTC and the NGC consecutively.

The Libyan legislative process: the NTC

Since the objective of establishing the NTC was to manage the 

revolutionary stage in Libya post

consensus rule during the period (from February 3, 2011, to August 8, 

2012. Accordingly, the NTC resulted from 

of electoral legitimacy

Libyan revolutionary movement in 2011 did

election; thus, representatives from local councils all over the country 

constituted the members of the NTC.

Although examining the organizational structure of the NTC does 

not indicate the existence of a working committee system

interviews with some members of the NTC assure the foundation of this 

legal process during the legislation process. Thus, according to the author's 

interviews with some NTC members, specialized working committees 

cover political, economic, s

34
 - The Libyan legislative processes

their goals and explore the available alternatives in terms of gains an

rationality, the decision-makers can select options that maximize benefits or minimize losses. For more 

details on the topic, see, for example: (
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The Libyan legislative process 

The ICD, the Internal Systems of the NTC, and the NGC spelled out 

making for the Libyan legislative processes.

the early days of the February Revolution of 2011, three legislative 

organizations have been elected by voters. Due to methodological reasons, 

the focus of this study will be on the NTC and the NGC only. Thus, the 

focus of this section will be on the Libyan legislative process exercised by 

the NTC and the NGC consecutively. 

The Libyan legislative process: the NTC 

Since the objective of establishing the NTC was to manage the 

revolutionary stage in Libya post-Kaddafi; therefore, it adopted the

during the period (from February 3, 2011, to August 8, 

2012. Accordingly, the NTC resulted from revolutionary legitimacy

electoral legitimacy. The environmental conditions surrounding the 

Libyan revolutionary movement in 2011 did not allow for the general 

election; thus, representatives from local councils all over the country 

constituted the members of the NTC. 

Although examining the organizational structure of the NTC does 

not indicate the existence of a working committee system

interviews with some members of the NTC assure the foundation of this 

legal process during the legislation process. Thus, according to the author's 

interviews with some NTC members, specialized working committees 

cover political, economic, social, and cultural affairs. However, those 

                                                           
legislative processes reflect the thesis of rational theory, where decision

their goals and explore the available alternatives in terms of gains and losses. In the final stage of 

makers can select options that maximize benefits or minimize losses. For more 

details on the topic, see, for example: (Barry and Hardin, 1982) 
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members of the NTC emphasized that the most prominent specializing 

working committees were the following:

� The Political Committee

� The Security Committee

� The Legal Committee

� And the Financial Committee

 

The ultimate aim of th

one hand and build the state of law and institutions on the other hand; thus, 

it involved the almost semi

and make laws that respond to the inte

that critical stage of the Libyan modern history. Internally, the NTC dealt 

with local crises effectively through the official and unofficially available 

conflict resolution mechanism, e. g., good offices, mediations, and

conciliation. Furthermore, the NTC issued the famous ICD that drew the 

Libyan road map for the democratic transnational period. Externally, the 

NTC established an executive committee, known as the 

gain global support for the revolutio

Figure: 2-2 indicates the organizational structure of the NTC. As 

shown in Figure: 2-2, the president and vice

occupied the highest legislative ranks, while departments reflect the 

bureaucratic level.   In short, the legislative process during the era of the 

NTC was characterized by the following elements:

35
 - The author conducted personal and telephone intervi

during the era of NTC. For example, the author conducted a telephone interview with the representative 

of Tigrigna (professor of public 

adaptation of the working committees' system mechanism 
36

 - The aim of establishing the Executive Office is to manage the 

the executive level, and it consists of the following

Al-Issawi (foreign affairs minister),

(defence affairs) and the prominent journalist Mahmud Shamam (

mentioned persons were also members of the NTC, but they have given more time to manage the Libyan 

Crisis with the global community.
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The Political Committee 

The Security Committee 

The Legal Committee 

And the Financial Committee 

ultimate aim of the NTC was to manage the Libyan C

one hand and build the state of law and institutions on the other hand; thus, 

it involved the almost semi-daily official meeting to make crucial decisions 

and make laws that respond to the internal and external pressures during 

that critical stage of the Libyan modern history. Internally, the NTC dealt 

with local crises effectively through the official and unofficially available 

conflict resolution mechanism, e. g., good offices, mediations, and

conciliation. Furthermore, the NTC issued the famous ICD that drew the 

for the democratic transnational period. Externally, the 

NTC established an executive committee, known as the Executive Office

gain global support for the revolutionary movement of the new Libya.

2 indicates the organizational structure of the NTC. As 

2, the president and vice-presidents of the NTC 

occupied the highest legislative ranks, while departments reflect the 

In short, the legislative process during the era of the 

NTC was characterized by the following elements: 

 

 

 

                                                           
The author conducted personal and telephone interviews regarding the working committees' system 

during the era of NTC. For example, the author conducted a telephone interview with the representative 

of Tigrigna (professor of public law Mansor Millad) on December 28, 2012), and he emphasized the 

of the working committees' system mechanism since the inception of the NTC in 2011.

he aim of establishing the Executive Office is to manage the Libyan internal and external Crisis on 

, and it consists of the following members: Dr. Mahmoud Gibril (president),

Issawi (foreign affairs minister), Dr. Ali Tarhouni (financial and economic affairs)

and the prominent journalist Mahmud Shamam (media and communication). The five 

were also members of the NTC, but they have given more time to manage the Libyan 

Crisis with the global community. 
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since the inception of the NTC in 2011. 
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were also members of the NTC, but they have given more time to manage the Libyan 
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Organizational Structure of the NTC

the second vice

prisendent

Offices

Data Source: the author developed this figure.

1. The legislative process was interdependent and complicated at the 

same time. The political aspects of the legislative process during the era 

of the NTC generally reflected social elements, such as the weight and 

impact of Libyan tribes and regions. Furthermore

and security variables affected the process of decision

effect of charismatic leadership and daily battles between Kaddafi and 

anti-Kaddafi forces in the different regions of Libya. As far as the 

complication elements

mechanism of the decision

it reflected the ruling consensus plus the involvement of specialized 

working committees and the impact of external pressures.

2. Semi-daily meetings led the NTC to adopt the rule of consensus, a 

limited system of specialized working committees, and use of 

personality factors when necessary. The charisma of the NTC's 

president (Mustafa Abdeljalil) was a crucial factor during the process of 
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legislative process was interdependent and complicated at the 

same time. The political aspects of the legislative process during the era 

of the NTC generally reflected social elements, such as the weight and 

impact of Libyan tribes and regions. Furthermore, the psychological 

and security variables affected the process of decision-making, e. g., the 

effect of charismatic leadership and daily battles between Kaddafi and 

Kaddafi forces in the different regions of Libya. As far as the 

complication elements of the legislative process are involved, the 

mechanism of the decision-making process was not clear-

it reflected the ruling consensus plus the involvement of specialized 

working committees and the impact of external pressures. 

eetings led the NTC to adopt the rule of consensus, a 

limited system of specialized working committees, and use of 

s when necessary. The charisma of the NTC's 

president (Mustafa Abdeljalil) was a crucial factor during the process of 
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controversial decision

in the new Libya. 

3. During the era of the NTC, the legislative process issued laws and 

decisions that ended the uprising stage and began the first steps of 

building the state of law and 

political and legal documents are the ICD, the political entities' law 

(political parties and civil society organizations), and the election law.

4. During the era of the NTC, the legislative process issued laws and 

decisions that ended the uprising stage and began the first steps of 

building the state of law and institutions. The NTC's most important 

political and legal documents are the ICD, the political entities' law 

(political parties and civil society organizations)

5. The legislative process during the era of the NTC led practically to 

the outstanding success of the July

and a peaceful transformation of power to the n

August 2012 on the other hand

In short, the NTC began the first step towards democracy in the new 

Libya. Furthermore, the NTC established new rules guiding the NGC era's 

legislative process. Thus, it enlarged the NGC's limited committees' system 

into expanded committees' procedures t

is facing on internal and global levels.

The Libyan legislative process: the NGC

 Contrary to the NTC's internal procedures, the NGC's internal 

organization indicated in detail the steps of the legislative process on the 

one hand and various working committees that reflect the division of labor 

principle on the other hand. Table: 2

committees within the NGC.

NGC, there are three types of committees, and 

37
 - The second part of the NGC's internal procedures indicates in articles 12

functions of the specialized working comm

process. 
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oversial decision-making because of his popularity and influence 

During the era of the NTC, the legislative process issued laws and 

decisions that ended the uprising stage and began the first steps of 

building the state of law and institutions. The NTC's most important 

political and legal documents are the ICD, the political entities' law 

(political parties and civil society organizations), and the election law.

During the era of the NTC, the legislative process issued laws and 

sions that ended the uprising stage and began the first steps of 

building the state of law and institutions. The NTC's most important 

political and legal documents are the ICD, the political entities' law 

(political parties and civil society organizations), and the election law.

The legislative process during the era of the NTC led practically to 

the outstanding success of the July 2012 election, on the one hand

and a peaceful transformation of power to the newly elected NTG in 

on the other hand. 

In short, the NTC began the first step towards democracy in the new 

Libya. Furthermore, the NTC established new rules guiding the NGC era's 

legislative process. Thus, it enlarged the NGC's limited committees' system 

into expanded committees' procedures to cope with new challenges Libya 

is facing on internal and global levels. 

The Libyan legislative process: the NGC 

Contrary to the NTC's internal procedures, the NGC's internal 

organization indicated in detail the steps of the legislative process on the 

e hand and various working committees that reflect the division of labor 

principle on the other hand. Table: 2-1 indicates the actual working 

committees within the NGC.
37

 According to the Internal System of the 

NGC, there are three types of committees, and they are:  

 

 
                                                           

The second part of the NGC's internal procedures indicates in articles 12-46 the formation and 

of the specialized working committees that are considered the core of the decision
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making because of his popularity and influence 

During the era of the NTC, the legislative process issued laws and 

decisions that ended the uprising stage and began the first steps of 

institutions. The NTC's most important 

political and legal documents are the ICD, the political entities' law 

(political parties and civil society organizations), and the election law. 

During the era of the NTC, the legislative process issued laws and 

sions that ended the uprising stage and began the first steps of 

building the state of law and institutions. The NTC's most important 

political and legal documents are the ICD, the political entities' law 

, and the election law. 

The legislative process during the era of the NTC led practically to 

2012 election, on the one hand 

ewly elected NTG in 

In short, the NTC began the first step towards democracy in the new 

Libya. Furthermore, the NTC established new rules guiding the NGC era's 

legislative process. Thus, it enlarged the NGC's limited committees' system 

o cope with new challenges Libya 

Contrary to the NTC's internal procedures, the NGC's internal 

organization indicated in detail the steps of the legislative process on the 

e hand and various working committees that reflect the division of labor 

1 indicates the actual working 

According to the Internal System of the 

46 the formation and 

ittees that are considered the core of the decision-making 
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Permanent working specialized committees of the NGC
No 

1 Legal, Legislative and Constitutional Committee

2 Internal Affairs Committee

3 Foreign Affairs Internal Affairs Committee

4 Defence Committee

5 Planning 

6 Education Committee

7 Health and Environment Affairs Committee

8 Population and Public Utilities Committee

9 Labour, Social, Youth and Sports Affairs Committee

10 Administration and Local Council Committee

11 Human Rights 

12 Energy Affairs Committee

13 Economic, Trade, Investment and Industry Committee

14 Justice and Islamic Affairs Committee

15 Media, Cultural and Civil Society Committee

16 Agriculture and Irrigation Affairs Committee

17 Communication and 

18 Revolutionists  Affairs Committee

19 NGC management Affairs Committee

20 Died, injured and Missing Persons Affairs  Committee
Data Source: the Internal System of the NGC
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Table: 2-1 

Permanent working specialized committees of the NGC
Committee’s Name 

Legal, Legislative and Constitutional Committee 

Internal Affairs Committee 

Foreign Affairs Internal Affairs Committee 

Defence Committee 

Planning and Financial Committee 

Education Committee 

Health and Environment Affairs Committee 

Population and Public Utilities Committee 

Labour, Social, Youth and Sports Affairs Committee

Administration and Local Council Committee 

Human Rights Committee 

Energy Affairs Committee 

Economic, Trade, Investment and Industry Committee

Justice and Islamic Affairs Committee 

Media, Cultural and Civil Society Committee 

Agriculture and Irrigation Affairs Committee 

Communication and Transportation Committee 

Revolutionists  Affairs Committee 

NGC management Affairs Committee 

Died, injured and Missing Persons Affairs  Committee
the Internal System of the NGC (Tripoli: unpublished document, 2012), p. 9.
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Permanent working specialized committees of the NGC 

Labour, Social, Youth and Sports Affairs Committee 

Economic, Trade, Investment and Industry Committee 

Died, injured and Missing Persons Affairs  Committee 
(Tripoli: unpublished document, 2012), p. 9. 



61 
 The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 
Kashiem  

Democratic Arab Center 

 

 

Organizational structure of the NGC: Legislative Process

 

1. Twenty Permanent Committees focus on various political, economic, 

social, and cultural topics. The tasks of Permanent Committees are to 

discuss and follow up on any issues that reflect the 

executive branch of the Libyan government.

2. Interim committees establish when it is necessary.

3. Joint committees may create

Furthermore, Figures: 2

during the era of NGC. Examining the Internal System of the NTC

Figures: 2-3 lead us to the following conclusions:

1. The NGC adopts the rule of Labor division; thus, 

specialized committee

2-1) In this regard, article 16 indicated that the NGC elects permanent 

and contemporary committees within the range of 7

various working committees of the NGC are considering the first st

in the legislative process that emphasizes the beginning of taking off

stage to build the new Libya based on legal and revolutionary 

legitimacy simultaneously.
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Figure: 2- 3 

Organizational structure of the NGC: Legislative Process

Twenty Permanent Committees focus on various political, economic, 

social, and cultural topics. The tasks of Permanent Committees are to 

discuss and follow up on any issues that reflect the agenda of the 

executive branch of the Libyan government. 

Interim committees establish when it is necessary. 

Joint committees may create when issues become interdisciplinary.

Figures: 2-3 generally indicate the legislative process 

during the era of NGC. Examining the Internal System of the NTC

lead us to the following conclusions: 

The NGC adopts the rule of Labor division; thus, it establishes 

specialized committees to cover different functional fields. (See Table: 

1) In this regard, article 16 indicated that the NGC elects permanent 

and contemporary committees within the range of 7-17 members. The 

various working committees of the NGC are considering the first st

in the legislative process that emphasizes the beginning of taking off

stage to build the new Libya based on legal and revolutionary 

legitimacy simultaneously. 
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Twenty Permanent Committees focus on various political, economic, 

social, and cultural topics. The tasks of Permanent Committees are to 

agenda of the 

when issues become interdisciplinary. 

generally indicate the legislative process 

during the era of NGC. Examining the Internal System of the NTC, and 

it establishes twenty 

s to cover different functional fields. (See Table: 

1) In this regard, article 16 indicated that the NGC elects permanent 

17 members. The 

various working committees of the NGC are considering the first step 

in the legislative process that emphasizes the beginning of taking off-

stage to build the new Libya based on legal and revolutionary 
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2. Its members, political blocs, political parties, civil society 

organizations, and ordinary ci

decisions into the presidency of the NGC. Then, the president of the 

NGC transfer the drafts of laws and decisions to the specialized 

committees or discusses them among the NGC members if the IS 

requires that step. 

3. Drafts of laws and decisions are studied and 

immediately by a permanent specialized committee 

specializing committee

Of course, the permanent and non

require data and information from different 

institutions; therefore, they contact them to obtain what is available to 

make the drafts of laws and decisions more rational.

4. When drafts of laws and decisions are prepared, a

committee establishes members that belong to more than permanent 

and non-permanent committees. The president of the NGC, or any of 

his vices, could chair the sessions of interdisciplinary committees to 

reach compromises after he succeed

if they exist in the first place. Drafts of laws and decisions transfer 

again to the concerned committee; thus, they can approve by a simple 

majority. When the votes split equally, the I

is biased to the side that includes the committee's chairperson.

5.  The chairperson of the permanent specialized committee transfers the 

approved drafts of laws and decisions to the NGC president, who is 

supposed to include them in the agenda of the NGC. However, th

members of the NGC review a draft of the law and decision again. 

While crucial issues, e.g., security and government appointments, are 

taken by a two-thirds majority. Nevertheless, procedural matters require 

only a simple majority. 

6. Then, the NGC transfe

branch to execute

the NGC website.

38
 - For further information, the NTC and the NGC website

http://www.ntc.gov.ly, and http://www.gnc.gov.ly
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Its members, political blocs, political parties, civil society 

organizations, and ordinary citizens might introduce drafts of laws and 

decisions into the presidency of the NGC. Then, the president of the 

NGC transfer the drafts of laws and decisions to the specialized 

committees or discusses them among the NGC members if the IS 

Drafts of laws and decisions are studied and discussed fully and 

by a permanent specialized committee and non

specializing committee in order to make them acceptable to legislators. 

Of course, the permanent and non-permanent specializing committees 

require data and information from different informal and 

institutions; therefore, they contact them to obtain what is available to 

make the drafts of laws and decisions more rational. 

When drafts of laws and decisions are prepared, an interdisciplinary 

committee establishes members that belong to more than permanent 

permanent committees. The president of the NGC, or any of 

his vices, could chair the sessions of interdisciplinary committees to 

reach compromises after he succeeds in narrowing down the differences 

if they exist in the first place. Drafts of laws and decisions transfer 

again to the concerned committee; thus, they can approve by a simple 

majority. When the votes split equally, the Internal System

d to the side that includes the committee's chairperson.

The chairperson of the permanent specialized committee transfers the 

approved drafts of laws and decisions to the NGC president, who is 

supposed to include them in the agenda of the NGC. However, th

members of the NGC review a draft of the law and decision again. 

While crucial issues, e.g., security and government appointments, are 

thirds majority. Nevertheless, procedural matters require 

only a simple majority.  

Then, the NGC transfers Laws and decisions taken into the executive 

execute and become generally available to the public on 

the NGC website.
38

  

                                                           
For further information, the NTC and the NGC websites are consecutive as follows: 

http://www.gnc.gov.ly 
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discussed fully and 

non-permanent 

to make them acceptable to legislators. 

zing committees 
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ystem of the NGC 
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The chairperson of the permanent specialized committee transfers the 

approved drafts of laws and decisions to the NGC president, who is 

supposed to include them in the agenda of the NGC. However, the 

members of the NGC review a draft of the law and decision again. 

While crucial issues, e.g., security and government appointments, are 

thirds majority. Nevertheless, procedural matters require 

rs Laws and decisions taken into the executive 

and become generally available to the public on 

s are consecutive as follows: 
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The legislative process during the NGC era became more complicated 

and overlapped. Political parties, interest groups, civil

organizations, public opinion, and media were new players in the 

legislation process. The election law of the NGC adopted the systems of a 

simple majority (120 seats) and proportional representation (80 seats) 

simultaneously. The conflict between 

parties dominated the NGC floor; thus, a polarization process resulted. 

Political parties, interest groups, civil society organizations, public opinion, 

and media supported each side according to their mutual interests. In

the Libyan legislative process did not restrict the NGC

included other political players

The phenomena of multiple political players did not exist during the NTC 

era because of the unified 

study will not describe and analyze the impact of new political players on 

the decision-making process for methodological reasons.

The Influence of the NTC and the NGC

Literature review reveals that most Assem

authorities are classified as either policy

dominated parliaments. The Legislative branch, particularly policy 

influencing assemblies, 

18-19; and Heywood, 2000: 

1. Rule-making powers,

2. Oversee and scrutinize the executive or the government,

3. Act as a representative body of government,

4. Recruit and train politicians and political leaders,

5. Assist in maintaining the legitimacy of the political system,

6. Public opinion and social values are affecting government and 

politics. 

Although the NTC and the NGC are legislative bodies, their 

influence exceeded the step of making laws and decisions into the stage of 

implementing and monitoring the public policy process. The presid

the NTC and the NGC acted on many occasions as chief executives; 

therefore, they were considered 
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The legislative process during the NGC era became more complicated 

and overlapped. Political parties, interest groups, civil

organizations, public opinion, and media were new players in the 

legislation process. The election law of the NGC adopted the systems of a 

simple majority (120 seats) and proportional representation (80 seats) 

simultaneously. The conflict between the liberal and Islamic political 

parties dominated the NGC floor; thus, a polarization process resulted. 

Political parties, interest groups, civil society organizations, public opinion, 

and media supported each side according to their mutual interests. In

the Libyan legislative process did not restrict the NGC’s members

included other political players, e.g., political parties and public opinion

The phenomena of multiple political players did not exist during the NTC 

era because of the unified war against Kaddafi forces. Nevertheless, this 

study will not describe and analyze the impact of new political players on 

making process for methodological reasons. 

The Influence of the NTC and the NGC 

Literature review reveals that most Assembly or legislative 

authorities are classified as either policy-influencing or executive

dominated parliaments. The Legislative branch, particularly policy 

influencing assemblies, fulfills several functions, such as (Almond, 1974: 

19; and Heywood, 2000: 215) 

making powers, 

Oversee and scrutinize the executive or the government, 

Act as a representative body of government, 

Recruit and train politicians and political leaders, 

Assist in maintaining the legitimacy of the political system,

and social values are affecting government and 

Although the NTC and the NGC are legislative bodies, their 

influence exceeded the step of making laws and decisions into the stage of 

implementing and monitoring the public policy process. The presid

the NTC and the NGC acted on many occasions as chief executives; 

therefore, they were considered commanders in chief and representatives of 

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany  

Page 63 
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and overlapped. Political parties, interest groups, civil society 

organizations, public opinion, and media were new players in the 

legislation process. The election law of the NGC adopted the systems of a 

simple majority (120 seats) and proportional representation (80 seats) 

the liberal and Islamic political 

parties dominated the NGC floor; thus, a polarization process resulted. 

Political parties, interest groups, civil society organizations, public opinion, 

and media supported each side according to their mutual interests. In short, 

’s members but 

, e.g., political parties and public opinion. 

The phenomena of multiple political players did not exist during the NTC 

war against Kaddafi forces. Nevertheless, this 

study will not describe and analyze the impact of new political players on 

bly or legislative 

influencing or executive-

dominated parliaments. The Legislative branch, particularly policy 

several functions, such as (Almond, 1974: 

 

Assist in maintaining the legitimacy of the political system, 

and social values are affecting government and 

Although the NTC and the NGC are legislative bodies, their 

influence exceeded the step of making laws and decisions into the stage of 

implementing and monitoring the public policy process. The presidents of 

the NTC and the NGC acted on many occasions as chief executives; 

and representatives of 
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Libya abroad.
39

 The influence of the NTC and the NGC exceeded the 

legislative aspect into the executive dimen

Libyan legislative branch of government fulfills several tasks; thus, its 

political influence increases when these tasks are fulfilled, and the opposite 

is true.   

Here, it might demonstrate the influence of the NTC and the N

their power to make laws and make decisions. The Libyan legislative 

process resulted in various outputs necessary to move from the revolution 

to the state-building stage. The outcomes of the Libyan legislative process 

reflected not only the ITC but a

as laws, decisions, regulations, declarations, briefings, and announcements. 

The Libyan legislative process aimed to transfer the country from the 

revolution stage into the state

roadmap to build the new democratic Libya, and the election of the NGC 

law prepared for the first accountable and transparent popular election.

As far as the ITC is concerned, the NTC adopted it in August 2011, 

consisting of thirty-seven articles. T

transferring Libya post

the Kaddafi era was a dictatorship; therefore, it reflected the influence of 

the NTC in adopting the ITC that spelled out the process of democratic 

transformation. Furthermore, the ITC emphasized a roadmap to build the 

state of law and institutions. The road map indicated deadlines for the 

election; thus, an accountable and transparent election was conducted in 

July 2012 and resulted in the election of 

In short, the road map process indicated by the ITC is carried out. 

Thus, the Constitution Drafting Committee "CDC" was elected 

successfully in February 2014. In short, the CDC did not finish its task as 

planned by the road map due to the complica

deterioration of security conditions in Libya.

39
 - Although the deadline for adopting a new Libyan constitution according to the ICD has already 

passed, the ICD is still operational. The ICD did not draw a sharp line of duties between the executive and 

legislative branches; thus, the NG

the de facto practices of Commanders in chief, 

make, to some extent, the presidents of the NGC like 
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The influence of the NTC and the NGC exceeded the 

legislative aspect into the executive dimension. As mentioned before, the 

Libyan legislative branch of government fulfills several tasks; thus, its 

political influence increases when these tasks are fulfilled, and the opposite 

Here, it might demonstrate the influence of the NTC and the N

their power to make laws and make decisions. The Libyan legislative 

process resulted in various outputs necessary to move from the revolution 

building stage. The outcomes of the Libyan legislative process 

reflected not only the ITC but also included several types of decisions, such 

as laws, decisions, regulations, declarations, briefings, and announcements. 

The Libyan legislative process aimed to transfer the country from the 

revolution stage into the state-building process. The ITC proje

roadmap to build the new democratic Libya, and the election of the NGC 

law prepared for the first accountable and transparent popular election.

As far as the ITC is concerned, the NTC adopted it in August 2011, 

seven articles. The ITC spelled out the process of 

transferring Libya post-Kaddafi into a democratic country. Libya during 

the Kaddafi era was a dictatorship; therefore, it reflected the influence of 

the NTC in adopting the ITC that spelled out the process of democratic 

ansformation. Furthermore, the ITC emphasized a roadmap to build the 

state of law and institutions. The road map indicated deadlines for the 

election; thus, an accountable and transparent election was conducted in 

July 2012 and resulted in the election of the NGC. 

In short, the road map process indicated by the ITC is carried out. 

Thus, the Constitution Drafting Committee "CDC" was elected 

successfully in February 2014. In short, the CDC did not finish its task as 

planned by the road map due to the complicated responsibilities and 

deterioration of security conditions in Libya. 

                                                           
Although the deadline for adopting a new Libyan constitution according to the ICD has already 

passed, the ICD is still operational. The ICD did not draw a sharp line of duties between the executive and 

the NGC decided to consider its president commander in 

Commanders in chief, meeting foreign officials, and representing Libya abroad 

e presidents of the NGC like imperial presidents.   
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sion. As mentioned before, the 

Libyan legislative branch of government fulfills several tasks; thus, its 

political influence increases when these tasks are fulfilled, and the opposite 

Here, it might demonstrate the influence of the NTC and the NGC in 

their power to make laws and make decisions. The Libyan legislative 

process resulted in various outputs necessary to move from the revolution 

building stage. The outcomes of the Libyan legislative process 

lso included several types of decisions, such 

as laws, decisions, regulations, declarations, briefings, and announcements. 

The Libyan legislative process aimed to transfer the country from the 

building process. The ITC projected a 

roadmap to build the new democratic Libya, and the election of the NGC 

law prepared for the first accountable and transparent popular election. 

As far as the ITC is concerned, the NTC adopted it in August 2011, 

he ITC spelled out the process of 

Kaddafi into a democratic country. Libya during 

the Kaddafi era was a dictatorship; therefore, it reflected the influence of 

the NTC in adopting the ITC that spelled out the process of democratic 

ansformation. Furthermore, the ITC emphasized a roadmap to build the 

state of law and institutions. The road map indicated deadlines for the 

election; thus, an accountable and transparent election was conducted in 

In short, the road map process indicated by the ITC is carried out. 

Thus, the Constitution Drafting Committee "CDC" was elected 

successfully in February 2014. In short, the CDC did not finish its task as 

ted responsibilities and 

Although the deadline for adopting a new Libyan constitution according to the ICD has already 

passed, the ICD is still operational. The ICD did not draw a sharp line of duties between the executive and 

in chief. Furthermore, 

d representing Libya abroad 
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The oversight of the executive and bureaucracy is another impact of 

the legislative process. Since the executive branch is the authority to 

implement the public policy; thus, the legis

oversight process towards the bureaucracy. There are 

or governments have been in charge during the last ten years

For example, from 2012

governments for cons

government of Dr. Abderrahim Al

transitional period. However, the government of Ali Zedan was accused of 

corruption; therefore, he left the country secretly when he was dism

and asked for a criminal investigation by the NGC. The NGC later 

appointed Abdullah al-

period, but he split and joined what is known as Haftar’s camp in the 

Eastern part of Libya. Finally, the NGC ap

Prime Minister for what is known as the Libyan government of National 

Salvation.  

In short, the NGC firmly exercised its power to oversight 

executive branch and the bureaucracy, especially during the era of the Ali 

Zedan government. Democracy is a new game in Libya, and the Zedan 

government wasted a budget of 65 billion without substantial 

achievements. The NTC dismissed his government and asked him for 

investigation and criminal charges after removing the prerogative priv

he enjoyed during his official position. 

Furthermore, the NGC acted, by and large, as a representative body 

of government. Direct and indirect contacts between the representatives 

and their constituencies were a continuing process. Nevertheless, as 

honeymoon months passed quickly, demonstrations against the NGC 

performance were ordinarily throughout the country. Later on, events and 

investigations showed that the pro

the use of violence against the NGC. Alt

(low voters turned out) the HoR in August 2014, the peaceful 

transformation of the power process did not accomplish; thus, two 

parliaments and two governments have existed in the new Libya since 

August 2014. Continuous demon
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The oversight of the executive and bureaucracy is another impact of 

the legislative process. Since the executive branch is the authority to 

implement the public policy; thus, the legislative branch involves an 

cess towards the bureaucracy. There are ten Prime Ministers 

or governments have been in charge during the last ten years

For example, from 2012-2015, the NGC witnessed four operational 

governments for constitutional, political, and financial reasons. The 

government of Dr. Abderrahim Al-Keep resigned due to the limited 

transitional period. However, the government of Ali Zedan was accused of 

corruption; therefore, he left the country secretly when he was dism

and asked for a criminal investigation by the NGC. The NGC later 

-Thinni as the third Prime Minister for a temporary 

period, but he split and joined what is known as Haftar’s camp in the 

Eastern part of Libya. Finally, the NGC appointed Omer Al-Hassi as a new 

Prime Minister for what is known as the Libyan government of National 

In short, the NGC firmly exercised its power to oversight 

executive branch and the bureaucracy, especially during the era of the Ali 

government. Democracy is a new game in Libya, and the Zedan 

government wasted a budget of 65 billion without substantial 

achievements. The NTC dismissed his government and asked him for 

investigation and criminal charges after removing the prerogative priv

he enjoyed during his official position.  

Furthermore, the NGC acted, by and large, as a representative body 

of government. Direct and indirect contacts between the representatives 

and their constituencies were a continuing process. Nevertheless, as 

honeymoon months passed quickly, demonstrations against the NGC 

performance were ordinarily throughout the country. Later on, events and 

investigations showed that the pro-Kaddafi regime was behind the riots and 

the use of violence against the NGC. Although the Libyan people elected 

(low voters turned out) the HoR in August 2014, the peaceful 

transformation of the power process did not accomplish; thus, two 

parliaments and two governments have existed in the new Libya since 

August 2014. Continuous demonstrations against the HoR in various 
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The oversight of the executive and bureaucracy is another impact of 

the legislative process. Since the executive branch is the authority to 

lative branch involves an 

ten Prime Ministers 

or governments have been in charge during the last ten years 2011-2022). 

2015, the NGC witnessed four operational 

titutional, political, and financial reasons. The 

Keep resigned due to the limited 

transitional period. However, the government of Ali Zedan was accused of 

corruption; therefore, he left the country secretly when he was dismissed 

and asked for a criminal investigation by the NGC. The NGC later 

Thinni as the third Prime Minister for a temporary 

period, but he split and joined what is known as Haftar’s camp in the 

Hassi as a new 

Prime Minister for what is known as the Libyan government of National 

In short, the NGC firmly exercised its power to oversight the 

executive branch and the bureaucracy, especially during the era of the Ali 

government. Democracy is a new game in Libya, and the Zedan 

government wasted a budget of 65 billion without substantial 

achievements. The NTC dismissed his government and asked him for 

investigation and criminal charges after removing the prerogative privilege 

Furthermore, the NGC acted, by and large, as a representative body 

of government. Direct and indirect contacts between the representatives 

and their constituencies were a continuing process. Nevertheless, as the 

honeymoon months passed quickly, demonstrations against the NGC 

performance were ordinarily throughout the country. Later on, events and 

Kaddafi regime was behind the riots and 

hough the Libyan people elected 

(low voters turned out) the HoR in August 2014, the peaceful 

transformation of the power process did not accomplish; thus, two 

parliaments and two governments have existed in the new Libya since 

strations against the HoR in various 
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Libyan cities show the existence of a wide gap between the representatives 

on the one hand and the Libyan political activists on the other hand.

 Another aspect of legislators' influence is demonstrated in recruiting 

and training activists and politicians. Recruiting and training politicians and 

political leaders are new phenomena that existed in the new Libya. During 

the Kaddafi era, recruiting and training politicians and political leaders 

were restricted to loyalists 

the Kaddafi loyalists from governing, the NGC issued in December 2012 

the Law of Political Isolation, 

higher political positions.

leaders resigned, others were removed after there were elected or 

appointed. Thus, a new generation of political leaders has existed since the 

17
th
 February Revolution in 2011. The legislative process resulted in a new 

package of laws that either prohibited pro

elected or appointed to leadership positions, at least for the early 

revolutionary era, or encouraged a new ge

leaders to participate effectively in building the state of law and order. 

After a long period of dictatorship (1969

legislation branch succeeded in assisting in maintaining the legitimacy of 

the political system. The public supports resulted in a legitimate political 

system; therefore, the Libyan government represents the interest of the 

Libyan people, who can reward or punish politicians during the general or 

local elections that are considered an

Finally, the impact of the legislative process is reflected in the 

creation of popular attitudes and values affecting government and politics. 

Freedom of speech and media contributed positively to political 

development in the new Libya; thus, public opinion became a new factor in 

contemporary Libyan politics. Despite the limited public opinion polls in 

Libya and other developing countries, the legislators cannot ignore the 

Libyans' attitudes towards them. A literature revi

emphasize the considerable shift from parochial and subjective into 

40
 - The NGC agreed on the final draft of the Political Isolation Law by unanimous votes in May 2013. 

Therefore, many politicians resigned or were removed from their positions, e. g., the president and the 

first vice-president.    

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

Libyan cities show the existence of a wide gap between the representatives 

on the one hand and the Libyan political activists on the other hand.

Another aspect of legislators' influence is demonstrated in recruiting 

d training activists and politicians. Recruiting and training politicians and 

political leaders are new phenomena that existed in the new Libya. During 

the Kaddafi era, recruiting and training politicians and political leaders 

were restricted to loyalists based on ideological background. To prohibit 

the Kaddafi loyalists from governing, the NGC issued in December 2012 

Law of Political Isolation, which forbids pro-Kaddafi from occupying 

higher political positions.
40

 According to this law, while some polit

leaders resigned, others were removed after there were elected or 

appointed. Thus, a new generation of political leaders has existed since the 

February Revolution in 2011. The legislative process resulted in a new 

package of laws that either prohibited pro-Kaddafi politicians from being 

elected or appointed to leadership positions, at least for the early 

revolutionary era, or encouraged a new generation of activists and political 

leaders to participate effectively in building the state of law and order. 

After a long period of dictatorship (1969-2011), the Libyan new 

legislation branch succeeded in assisting in maintaining the legitimacy of 

olitical system. The public supports resulted in a legitimate political 

system; therefore, the Libyan government represents the interest of the 

Libyan people, who can reward or punish politicians during the general or 

local elections that are considered an essential element of democracy.  

Finally, the impact of the legislative process is reflected in the 

creation of popular attitudes and values affecting government and politics. 

Freedom of speech and media contributed positively to political 

the new Libya; thus, public opinion became a new factor in 

contemporary Libyan politics. Despite the limited public opinion polls in 

Libya and other developing countries, the legislators cannot ignore the 

Libyans' attitudes towards them. A literature review reveals that indications 

emphasize the considerable shift from parochial and subjective into 

                                                           
The NGC agreed on the final draft of the Political Isolation Law by unanimous votes in May 2013. 

Therefore, many politicians resigned or were removed from their positions, e. g., the president and the 
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participation cultures.
41

that public opinion becomes influential, and the transitional democratic 

governments adapt more to the surrounding milieu.

In short, the previous discussion shows that the Libyan legislative 

process fulfills, by and large, those functions related to contemporary 

parliaments in democratic countries

influence of the Libyan legislative process is not obsolete due to the split of 

the Libyan people and civil society organizations between supporters and 

opponents of the democratic process in the first place. Nevertheless, since 

democracy means pluralism; thus, on

in the first grade of democracy, but they are learning fast and doing fine so 

far. 

The prospect of the legislative process in the new Libya

 As far as the outlook of the legislative process in the new Libya is 

concerned, three different scenarios are identified. Figure: 2

optimistic, pessimistic, and 

of evidence that support the thesis of each expected scenario. Then we will 

explore each one separately as follows: 

The Moderate Scenario

There are indications that the split of legislative authorities will 

continue; thus, the NGC will operate in the Libyan capital (Tripoli), and the 

newly elected fragment HoR will remain working in Tobruk. The NGC 

continues to reflect the legitimacy of the 

HoR will remain fragmented, non

recognized globally. As far as the penetration element is concerned, the 

NGC penetrates 20% of the territory, while the HoR governs the other 

80%. However, public demonstrations against the HoR continue to exist in 

various Libyan cities and regions. Furthermore, Capital Tripoli is safe after 

41
 - Participation culture spread in democratic countries, and for more details, see, for example: (

Verba, 1975)  
42

 - There is a literature gap among the Arab and Libyan scholars regarding the topic of political culture 

and its relevance to democracy. See 

book in 2013 (in Arabic) entitled" "The Impact of Democratic Transformations upon the Libyan Political 

Culture." 
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41
 This new environment of shifting attitudes means 

that public opinion becomes influential, and the transitional democratic 

dapt more to the surrounding milieu.
42

  

In short, the previous discussion shows that the Libyan legislative 

process fulfills, by and large, those functions related to contemporary 

parliaments in democratic countries e.g., in 2012-2014. However, the 

e of the Libyan legislative process is not obsolete due to the split of 

the Libyan people and civil society organizations between supporters and 

opponents of the democratic process in the first place. Nevertheless, since 

democracy means pluralism; thus, one might say that the Libyans are still 

in the first grade of democracy, but they are learning fast and doing fine so 

The prospect of the legislative process in the new Libya 

As far as the outlook of the legislative process in the new Libya is 

ed, three different scenarios are identified. Figure: 2

, and moderate expected schemes. There are pieces 

of evidence that support the thesis of each expected scenario. Then we will 

explore each one separately as follows:  

The Moderate Scenario 

There are indications that the split of legislative authorities will 

continue; thus, the NGC will operate in the Libyan capital (Tripoli), and the 

newly elected fragment HoR will remain working in Tobruk. The NGC 

continues to reflect the legitimacy of the February Revolution, while the 

HoR will remain fragmented, non-accountable, and non-transparent but 

recognized globally. As far as the penetration element is concerned, the 

NGC penetrates 20% of the territory, while the HoR governs the other 

public demonstrations against the HoR continue to exist in 

various Libyan cities and regions. Furthermore, Capital Tripoli is safe after 

                                                           
in democratic countries, and for more details, see, for example: (

There is a literature gap among the Arab and Libyan scholars regarding the topic of political culture 

and its relevance to democracy. See (Kedourie, 1994; Obeidi, 1996 and 2001). The author published a 

book in 2013 (in Arabic) entitled" "The Impact of Democratic Transformations upon the Libyan Political 
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There are indications that the split of legislative authorities will 

continue; thus, the NGC will operate in the Libyan capital (Tripoli), and the 

newly elected fragment HoR will remain working in Tobruk. The NGC 

February Revolution, while the 

transparent but 

recognized globally. As far as the penetration element is concerned, the 

NGC penetrates 20% of the territory, while the HoR governs the other 

public demonstrations against the HoR continue to exist in 

various Libyan cities and regions. Furthermore, Capital Tripoli is safe after 

in democratic countries, and for more details, see, for example: (Nie and 

There is a literature gap among the Arab and Libyan scholars regarding the topic of political culture 

1996 and 2001). The author published a 

book in 2013 (in Arabic) entitled" "The Impact of Democratic Transformations upon the Libyan Political 
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the triumph on GNA forces."In short, this scenario means continuing 

business as usual; therefore, the future of the Lib

will be a continuation of the present circumstances.

Scenarios of the Libyan Legislative Process

 

On the one hand, other scenarios are either 

indicating that the future will differ from the present situation. The other 

two scenarios focus on the changing circumstances in prospects rather than 

continuity. Figure: 2-4 refers to three scenarios 

a continuation to the present time (the first scenario) or a changing process 

to the best (the second scenario) or worst (the third scenario).

The Optimistic Scenario

According to this scenario, things will change for the better, which 

means that the dialogue process will succee

43
 - The disagreement between the NGC and the HOR reflects the continuing conflict between two camps

namely the pro-17
th

 February revolution versus the pro

Bernard Gwertzman “Is It Too Late For Libya?” 

Available at this link: <http://www.cfr.org

Crisis: The danger of Picking Sides in the Post

http://www.foreign affairs.com; and 

Foreign Affairs (July 2014), at http://www.foreign affairs.com

Pessimistic 
Scenario

Civil War

Dictatorship
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NA forces."In short, this scenario means continuing 

business as usual; therefore, the future of the Libyan legislative process 

will be a continuation of the present circumstances.
43

 

Figure: 2-4 

Scenarios of the Libyan Legislative Process 

 

On the one hand, other scenarios are either optimistic or 

indicating that the future will differ from the present situation. The other 

two scenarios focus on the changing circumstances in prospects rather than 

4 refers to three scenarios that deal with the future as 

resent time (the first scenario) or a changing process 

to the best (the second scenario) or worst (the third scenario). 

The Optimistic Scenario 

According to this scenario, things will change for the better, which 

means that the dialogue process will succeed despite the awkward 

                                                           

The disagreement between the NGC and the HOR reflects the continuing conflict between two camps

February revolution versus the pro-Kaddafi regime. For more details in this regard 

“Is It Too Late For Libya?” Council on Foreign Relations
http://www.cfr.org>; Frederic Wehrey and Wolfram Lacher, “Libya’s Legitimacy 

Crisis: The danger of Picking Sides in the Post-Qaddafi Chaos,” Foreign Affairs 

; and Jason Pack, "Libya on the Brink: How to Stop the Fighting," 

http://www.foreign affairs.com 

Moderate Scenario

Two Parliaments 
and two  

Governments

Internal Conflicts 
and Foreign 
Intervention

Optimistic

Scenario

one  national 
Parliament and 

one Government

Political and 
Social Peace
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circumstances. The UN

may be enlarging to include all political adversaries, who may expect to 

narrow down most of their differences. Global support to the Libyan 

government may expect to

state of law and constitutions will be accomplished. 

Furthermore, a united Libyan government will have more bilateral, 

regional, and global technical and political support. The internal and 

external willingness to help Libya as one entity deal with its problems 

effectively will lead to more effective and powerful legislative and 

executive authorities; thus, the new Libya will overcome most of its 

problems. 

 

 

Libyan Legislative Process: SWOT Analysis

Internal 

Milieu 
Strengths

1 Elected Legislative Bodies

2 Effective Rule Law

3 Recruit and train politicians and 

political leaders,

4 Accountable and Transparent

5 A Crucial Step towards Democracy

External 

Milieu Opportunities
1 Global Support for Legislation 

2 Involving in Global Sponsoring 

Dialogue

3 Adopting successful Global Models 

of Legislation Process, e.g., Tunisia

4 Adopting National Agenda

5 Benefiting from UN and Global 

Technical Assistances
Data Source: same as Table One.

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

circumstances. The UN-sponsored dialogue that begins in Gadamis city 

may be enlarging to include all political adversaries, who may expect to 

narrow down most of their differences. Global support to the Libyan 

government may expect to be more effective; consequently, building the 

state of law and constitutions will be accomplished.  

Furthermore, a united Libyan government will have more bilateral, 

regional, and global technical and political support. The internal and 

ss to help Libya as one entity deal with its problems 

effectively will lead to more effective and powerful legislative and 

executive authorities; thus, the new Libya will overcome most of its 

Table: 2-2 

Libyan Legislative Process: SWOT Analysis 

Strengths Weaknesses

Elected Legislative Bodies Split Legislative Bodies

Effective Rule Law-Making Power An Increasing Gap with Public 

Opinion

Recruit and train politicians and 

political leaders, 

Security Deterioration

Accountable and Transparent Absence of national dialogue

A Crucial Step towards Democracy Ineffective Political Parties and 

Mass Media

 

Opportunities 

 

Threats
Global Support for Legislation 

Process 

Foreign Intervention and Agenda

Involving in Global Sponsoring 

Dialogue 

Civil War

Adopting successful Global Models 

of Legislation Process, e.g., Tunisia 

Deteriorating Economy

Adopting National Agenda Extremism

Benefiting from UN and Global 

Technical Assistances 

Ignoring Global 

: same as Table One. 
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sponsored dialogue that begins in Gadamis city 

may be enlarging to include all political adversaries, who may expect to 

narrow down most of their differences. Global support to the Libyan 

be more effective; consequently, building the 

Furthermore, a united Libyan government will have more bilateral, 

regional, and global technical and political support. The internal and 

ss to help Libya as one entity deal with its problems 

effectively will lead to more effective and powerful legislative and 

executive authorities; thus, the new Libya will overcome most of its 

Weaknesses 

Split Legislative Bodies 

An Increasing Gap with Public 

Opinion 

Security Deterioration 

Absence of national dialogue 

Ineffective Political Parties and 

Mass Media 

Threats 

Foreign Intervention and Agenda 

Civil War 

Deteriorating Economy 

Extremism 

Ignoring Global Milieu 
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In short, Libya will be able to deal effectively with its problems on 

internal and global levels. According to this scenario, Libya will 

successfully transfer weakness into strengths and threats into opportunities. 

(See Table: 2-2) According to this scenario, the national dialogue led by the 

United Nations will succeed, security will be accomplished, the phenomena 

of split government will disappear, and increasing roles of informal 

organizations, such as civil societ

Consequently, the Libya legislative process will fulfill its functions; thus, it 

becomes a more influential branch of government.

Pessimistic Scenario 

The worst scenario indicates that the Libyan adversaries continued 

solve their problems by violence and use of force instead of dialogue and 

peaceful solutions. Further deterioration of security conditions in Libya 

could lead to a real civil war that weakens the country to disable the 

government from effectively fulfil

replace the force of law

might fall into in case of more deterioration of security conditions and 

regional or global interventions. Many indicators support the th

scenario. Thus, a conflict between the pro and anti

may expect to endure for a longer time.

Furthermore, regional powers will have more political and military 

intervention in Libyan internal affairs, e.g., Egypt and the UAE

to this scenario, the Libyan government, especially the executive branch, 

will be weakened or vanish as a whole. The democratization process may 

collapse, and authoritarianism or anarchism will prevail; therefore, there 

will be no legislative process left to exist.

Conclusion: Results 

 Libya's democratic practices and legislative processes have existed 

since the early months of political independence. In February 1952, the first 

election had conducted, and the result was the establishment of the Libyan 

parliament that issued various law

the state of law and institutions. The Libyan constitution of 1951 spelled 

out the powers of the legislative and the executive authorities, so one could 

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

In short, Libya will be able to deal effectively with its problems on 

internal and global levels. According to this scenario, Libya will 

successfully transfer weakness into strengths and threats into opportunities. 

2) According to this scenario, the national dialogue led by the 

United Nations will succeed, security will be accomplished, the phenomena 

of split government will disappear, and increasing roles of informal 

organizations, such as civil society, mass media, and political parties. 

Consequently, the Libya legislative process will fulfill its functions; thus, it 

becomes a more influential branch of government. 

The worst scenario indicates that the Libyan adversaries continued 

solve their problems by violence and use of force instead of dialogue and 

peaceful solutions. Further deterioration of security conditions in Libya 

could lead to a real civil war that weakens the country to disable the 

government from effectively fulfilling its duties. Here, the law of force

the force of law due to the political and legal vacuum that Libya 

might fall into in case of more deterioration of security conditions and 

regional or global interventions. Many indicators support the th

scenario. Thus, a conflict between the pro and anti-February Revolution 

may expect to endure for a longer time. 

Furthermore, regional powers will have more political and military 

intervention in Libyan internal affairs, e.g., Egypt and the UAE

to this scenario, the Libyan government, especially the executive branch, 

will be weakened or vanish as a whole. The democratization process may 

collapse, and authoritarianism or anarchism will prevail; therefore, there 

rocess left to exist. 

Libya's democratic practices and legislative processes have existed 

since the early months of political independence. In February 1952, the first 

election had conducted, and the result was the establishment of the Libyan 

parliament that issued various laws that reflected the process of building 

the state of law and institutions. The Libyan constitution of 1951 spelled 

out the powers of the legislative and the executive authorities, so one could 
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due to the political and legal vacuum that Libya 

might fall into in case of more deterioration of security conditions and 

regional or global interventions. Many indicators support the thesis of this 

February Revolution 

Furthermore, regional powers will have more political and military 

intervention in Libyan internal affairs, e.g., Egypt and the UAE. According 

to this scenario, the Libyan government, especially the executive branch, 

will be weakened or vanish as a whole. The democratization process may 
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say that Libya's early practice of the legislative process is 

The Libyan legislature was criticized as non

parliamentary elections (1952

transparent. Furthermore, the 

dictatorship regime (1969

hand.  

The resumption of the legislative process existed again when the 

Libyan people overthrew the Kaddafi regime and established the NTC, 

which adopted a roadmap that indicates steps of building the state of law 

and institutions. Thus, accountable and transparent elections have been 

conducted since the first parliamentary election in 1952. Nevertheless, it 

showed an effective legislative process during the NGC's election in 2012. 

While the NTC was non

legislative bodies. 

The focus of this chapter was on the non

NGC; therefore, the HoR is excluded for methodological reasons. The 

description and analysis of the new Libya legislative process lead us to the 

following conclusions: 

1. Libya exercised the legislative process since the early months of 

political independence. The elections from 1952

non-accountable and non

the Libyan legislative process 

considerably, so Libya became one of the constitutional monarchies in 

the region. 

2. The Libyan legislative process vanished during the Kaddafi dictatorship 

era (1969-2011) because he simply consolidated all powers in his 

3. The 17
th
 February Revolution of 2011 transferred Libya from the 

dictatorship era into a new transitional democratic process, so Libya 

was among the Arab countries that witnessed the 

Revolutions, and the literature indicates that.

4. Although the NTC was a non

upheaval circumstances 
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say that Libya's early practice of the legislative process is old in history. 

The Libyan legislature was criticized as non-democratic because the 

parliamentary elections (1952-1965) were non-accountable and non

transparent. Furthermore, the coupe d’état of 1969 established a 

dictatorship regime (1969-2011) that concentrated all powers in one man's 

The resumption of the legislative process existed again when the 

Libyan people overthrew the Kaddafi regime and established the NTC, 

which adopted a roadmap that indicates steps of building the state of law 

utions. Thus, accountable and transparent elections have been 

conducted since the first parliamentary election in 1952. Nevertheless, it 

showed an effective legislative process during the NGC's election in 2012. 

While the NTC was non-elected, the NGC and HoR were elected 

The focus of this chapter was on the non-elected NTC and the elected 

NGC; therefore, the HoR is excluded for methodological reasons. The 

description and analysis of the new Libya legislative process lead us to the 

ing conclusions:  

Libya exercised the legislative process since the early months of 

political independence. The elections from 1952-1965 may describe as 

accountable and non-transparent. Regardless, the first practice of 

the Libyan legislative process influenced the political environment 

considerably, so Libya became one of the constitutional monarchies in 

The Libyan legislative process vanished during the Kaddafi dictatorship 

2011) because he simply consolidated all powers in his 

February Revolution of 2011 transferred Libya from the 

dictatorship era into a new transitional democratic process, so Libya 

was among the Arab countries that witnessed the 

, and the literature indicates that. 

the NTC was a non-elected legislative body, due to the 

upheaval circumstances that existed during the Libyan R
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transparent. Regardless, the first practice of 

influenced the political environment 

considerably, so Libya became one of the constitutional monarchies in 

The Libyan legislative process vanished during the Kaddafi dictatorship 

2011) because he simply consolidated all powers in his hand. 

February Revolution of 2011 transferred Libya from the 

dictatorship era into a new transitional democratic process, so Libya 

was among the Arab countries that witnessed the Arab Spring 

elected legislative body, due to the 

that existed during the Libyan Revolution, 
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from February 17, 2011, to October 23, 2011, it affected the political 

process, e.g., the ITC and the roadmap.

5. The NGC and HoR were el

July 2012, and August 2013, were recognized as accountable and 

transparent. 

6. The NTC has adopted the consensus rule during decision

respond to the surrounding circumstances.

7. Although the NTC Internal Syst

committee system as a method of the decision

interviewing some of its members confirmed that the NTC adopted a 

limited committee system.

8. The NGC decision

surrounding environment; thus, most of its decisions reflected the 

conversion of inputs into outputs.

9. The NGC adopted the committee system, e.g., permanent, non

permanent, and general committees.

10. The NTC and the NGC influence appeared in different fields tha

reflected in the optimal functions of the executive branches in 

transitional democratic countries, e.g., the president of the NGC as a 

commander in chief.

11. The impact of NTC and NGC is related to their powers to make laws 

that help build the new Libya as 

12. Overseeing and scrutinizing the executive branch of government is 

an aspect of evaluating the Libyan legislative process.

13. The NTC and the NGC did not act necessarily as representative 

government bodies; therefore, publi

and the HoR were noticeable. Demonstrators used excessive violence 

44
- The NGC was the first elected legislative body in the post

influence on the new Libya. Nevertheless, the deterioration of security conditions in Libya delayed the 

process of adopting a constitution according to the roadmap; therefore, the effect of the NTC and NGC in 

this regard is not necessarily obsolete. 
45

 - Despite the short period of the legislative process in the new Libya (2012

were appointed by the NTC and the NGC. Additionally, t

another government (Number six) identifie

functions, especially dealing effectively with security

financial corruption was the main feature of these governments, particularly the governments 

and Al-Teni. In short, overseeing and scrutinizing the functions of the NTC and the NGC were limited.
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from February 17, 2011, to October 23, 2011, it affected the political 

process, e.g., the ITC and the roadmap. 

The NGC and HoR were elected democratically, and the elections of 

July 2012, and August 2013, were recognized as accountable and 

The NTC has adopted the consensus rule during decision

respond to the surrounding circumstances. 

Although the NTC Internal System did not indicate directly to the 

committee system as a method of the decision-making process, 

interviewing some of its members confirmed that the NTC adopted a 

limited committee system. 

The NGC decision-making process interacted successfully with the 

rrounding environment; thus, most of its decisions reflected the 

conversion of inputs into outputs. 

The NGC adopted the committee system, e.g., permanent, non

permanent, and general committees. 

The NTC and the NGC influence appeared in different fields tha

reflected in the optimal functions of the executive branches in 

transitional democratic countries, e.g., the president of the NGC as a 

commander in chief. 

The impact of NTC and NGC is related to their powers to make laws 

that help build the new Libya as a state of laws and institutions.

Overseeing and scrutinizing the executive branch of government is 

an aspect of evaluating the Libyan legislative process.
45

 

The NTC and the NGC did not act necessarily as representative 

government bodies; therefore, public demonstrations against the NGC 

and the HoR were noticeable. Demonstrators used excessive violence 

                                                           
The NGC was the first elected legislative body in the post-Kaddafi era. The 

influence on the new Libya. Nevertheless, the deterioration of security conditions in Libya delayed the 

process of adopting a constitution according to the roadmap; therefore, the effect of the NTC and NGC in 

obsolete.  

Despite the short period of the legislative process in the new Libya (2012-2022), 

y the NTC and the NGC. Additionally, the interim government appointed by the HoR is

another government (Number six) identified since 2011. These governments failed to fulfill their 

functions, especially dealing effectively with security matters and the spread of armaments. Political 

the main feature of these governments, particularly the governments 

overseeing and scrutinizing the functions of the NTC and the NGC were limited.
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making process, 
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rrounding environment; thus, most of its decisions reflected the 

The NGC adopted the committee system, e.g., permanent, non-

The NTC and the NGC influence appeared in different fields that 

reflected in the optimal functions of the executive branches in 

transitional democratic countries, e.g., the president of the NGC as a 

The impact of NTC and NGC is related to their powers to make laws 

a state of laws and institutions.
44

  

Overseeing and scrutinizing the executive branch of government is 

The NTC and the NGC did not act necessarily as representative 

c demonstrations against the NGC 

and the HoR were noticeable. Demonstrators used excessive violence 

The NGC reflect their 

influence on the new Libya. Nevertheless, the deterioration of security conditions in Libya delayed the 

process of adopting a constitution according to the roadmap; therefore, the effect of the NTC and NGC in 

2022), ten governments 

nment appointed by the HoR is 

. These governments failed to fulfill their 

s and the spread of armaments. Political and 

the main feature of these governments, particularly the governments of Ali Zidan 

overseeing and scrutinizing the functions of the NTC and the NGC were limited. 
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against the NGC headquarters in Tripoli to issue or cancel particular 

laws.  

14. Recruiting and training politicians and political leaders is another 

aspect of political influence by the Libyan legislative authorities; thus, 

they produced a new

presidents and vice

chairpersons, and members of committees.

15. The Libyan legislative a

legitimacy of the political system, which reflected, in fact, both 

revolutionary and electoral legitimatize. 

16. The NTC and the NGC created popular attitudes and values that 

affected government and politics. The democra

carried out by Libyan legislative bodies resulted in the attitude change 

process, e.g., shifts from parochial and subjective cultures into 

participation culture. 

The findings of this study support, by and large, the underlying 

assumption that described the Libyan legislative process as 

authority. However, the case study method and short duration of the NTC 

and the NGC cannot lead us to gene

studies in this regard are certainly required. 
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against the NGC headquarters in Tripoli to issue or cancel particular 

Recruiting and training politicians and political leaders is another 

political influence by the Libyan legislative authorities; thus, 

they produced a new-trained generation of political leaders, e.g., 

presidents and vice-presidents of the NTC and the NGC, the 

chairpersons, and members of committees. 

The Libyan legislative authorities assisted in maintaining the 

legitimacy of the political system, which reflected, in fact, both 

revolutionary and electoral legitimatize.  

The NTC and the NGC created popular attitudes and values that 

affected government and politics. The democratic transformation 

carried out by Libyan legislative bodies resulted in the attitude change 

process, e.g., shifts from parochial and subjective cultures into 

participation culture.  

 

The findings of this study support, by and large, the underlying 

on that described the Libyan legislative process as 

. However, the case study method and short duration of the NTC 

and the NGC cannot lead us to generalize our findings, which mean

studies in this regard are certainly required.  
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Libyan Public Opinion: Continuity and Change

46
. This chapter summarizes the findings of a book published in Arabic by the author in 2013. (see in 

Arabic: ،2013 خشيم ) The author also pub

entitled:  “The Libyans Attitudes towards Democratic Transition during the Period from 2012 to 2014” 

Sabratha University Scientific Journal, Issue No 05 (June 2019): 1

<https://jhs.sabu.edu.ly/index.php/hsjsu/article/view/116/82

author previous contributions to the Libyan political culture. Thus, this chapter aims to infor

readers about the Libyans' attitudes toward democratic transformation in the early years of Libya post

Kaddafi, 2011-to-2016. 
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This chapter summarizes the findings of a book published in Arabic by the author in 2013. (see in 

) The author also published an article that summarizes the previously mentioned book 

entitled:  “The Libyans Attitudes towards Democratic Transition during the Period from 2012 to 2014” 

Sabratha University Scientific Journal, Issue No 05 (June 2019): 1

https://jhs.sabu.edu.ly/index.php/hsjsu/article/view/116/82>. This chapter summarizes and updates the 

author previous contributions to the Libyan political culture. Thus, this chapter aims to infor

readers about the Libyans' attitudes toward democratic transformation in the early years of Libya post
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This chapter summarizes the findings of a book published in Arabic by the author in 2013. (see in 

lished an article that summarizes the previously mentioned book 

entitled:  “The Libyans Attitudes towards Democratic Transition during the Period from 2012 to 2014” 

Sabratha University Scientific Journal, Issue No 05 (June 2019): 1-25, at: 

This chapter summarizes and updates the 

author previous contributions to the Libyan political culture. Thus, this chapter aims to inform non-Arabic 

readers about the Libyans' attitudes toward democratic transformation in the early years of Libya post-



75 
 The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 
Kashiem  

Democratic Arab Center 

 

 

Abstract 

This chapter examines the attitudes toward the democratic transition 

process in Libya post-Kaddafi era 

reflects the problem of this 

crucial factors that affect public opinion in Libya's post

General and null hypotheses may develop to answer the question that arose 

in this chapter. To describe and analyze the dynamic of Libyan attitudes in 

the post-Kaddafi era and to examine general and null hypotheses, this 

chapter is divided into several subtitles: Libya's political culture, Libya's 

democratic process, Libyan attitud

Libya post-Kaddafi era. The findings of this study demonstrate that the 

Libyans no longer view themselves as belonging to parochial or subjective 

political cultures; therefore, the registration rate in the July 20

reached 93%, and the ratio of actual voter turnout reached 65% of the total 

eligible voters. Furthermore, the Libyan

reflect positive orientations toward most of the issues included in the 

questionnaires of 2012 and 2016. However, few items reflected negative 

attitudes in 2012 and 2016, such as anti

Keywords: Libyan Public Opinion, System Attitudes, Process Attitudes, 

Policy Attitudes, Continuity, and Change.

Introduction 

Arab Spring Revolutions in 

Arab World generally, have changed the political attitudes in the region. 

Accordingly, democratic transition processes have occurred in Tunisia, 

Egypt, and Libya since 2011. Some Arab Spring countries were involved in

parliamentary and presidential elections and developing new constitutions 

in Tunisia and Egypt. However, other Arab countries like Morocco and 

Jordan took some preventive steps to avoid the impact of these revolutions, 

whereas the Syrian regime has used e

47
 The Yemeni Spring Revolution (2011) did not fulfill its ultimate goals when the Gulf Council States 

reached an agreement with Ali Abdalla Salah, the ex

vice president took over the power. However, ex
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This chapter examines the attitudes toward the democratic transition 

Kaddafi era (2012-2016). A legitimate question that 

reflects the problem of this chapter is asking in this regard:

crucial factors that affect public opinion in Libya's post-Kaddafi regime? 

General and null hypotheses may develop to answer the question that arose 

this chapter. To describe and analyze the dynamic of Libyan attitudes in 

Kaddafi era and to examine general and null hypotheses, this 

chapter is divided into several subtitles: Libya's political culture, Libya's 

democratic process, Libyan attitudes, continuity, and change of attitudes in 

Kaddafi era. The findings of this study demonstrate that the 

Libyans no longer view themselves as belonging to parochial or subjective 

political cultures; therefore, the registration rate in the July 20

reached 93%, and the ratio of actual voter turnout reached 65% of the total 

eligible voters. Furthermore, the Libyan Attitudes in the Post

reflect positive orientations toward most of the issues included in the 

2 and 2016. However, few items reflected negative 

attitudes in 2012 and 2016, such as anti-federalism. 

Libyan Public Opinion, System Attitudes, Process Attitudes, 

Policy Attitudes, Continuity, and Change. 

Arab Spring Revolutions in North Africa, particularly, and in the 

Arab World generally, have changed the political attitudes in the region. 

Accordingly, democratic transition processes have occurred in Tunisia, 

Egypt, and Libya since 2011. Some Arab Spring countries were involved in

parliamentary and presidential elections and developing new constitutions 

in Tunisia and Egypt. However, other Arab countries like Morocco and 

Jordan took some preventive steps to avoid the impact of these revolutions, 

whereas the Syrian regime has used excessive force against its people.

                                                           
The Yemeni Spring Revolution (2011) did not fulfill its ultimate goals when the Gulf Council States 

ement with Ali Abdalla Salah, the ex-president of Yemen; thus, he stepped down, and his 

vice president took over the power. However, ex-president Ali Abdalla Sahah remained in Yemen; 
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This chapter examines the attitudes toward the democratic transition 

. A legitimate question that 

is asking in this regard: what are the 

Kaddafi regime? 

General and null hypotheses may develop to answer the question that arose 

this chapter. To describe and analyze the dynamic of Libyan attitudes in 

Kaddafi era and to examine general and null hypotheses, this 

chapter is divided into several subtitles: Libya's political culture, Libya's 

es, continuity, and change of attitudes in 

Kaddafi era. The findings of this study demonstrate that the 

Libyans no longer view themselves as belonging to parochial or subjective 

political cultures; therefore, the registration rate in the July 2012 election 

reached 93%, and the ratio of actual voter turnout reached 65% of the total 

Attitudes in the Post-Kaddafi era 

reflect positive orientations toward most of the issues included in the 

2 and 2016. However, few items reflected negative 

Libyan Public Opinion, System Attitudes, Process Attitudes, 

North Africa, particularly, and in the 

Arab World generally, have changed the political attitudes in the region. 

Accordingly, democratic transition processes have occurred in Tunisia, 

Egypt, and Libya since 2011. Some Arab Spring countries were involved in 

parliamentary and presidential elections and developing new constitutions 

in Tunisia and Egypt. However, other Arab countries like Morocco and 

Jordan took some preventive steps to avoid the impact of these revolutions, 

xcessive force against its people.
47

 

The Yemeni Spring Revolution (2011) did not fulfill its ultimate goals when the Gulf Council States 

president of Yemen; thus, he stepped down, and his 

president Ali Abdalla Sahah remained in Yemen; 
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The reasons behind the revolutions in these countries include lack of 

freedom, poor economic conditions, and the interference of foreign 

countries. (Salamey, 2012)

Libya's post-Kaddafi regime suffers from a different deg

turmoil and instability. Tribalism, sub

unrest are various examples of social peace elements that threaten political 

and economic stability in Libya post

dealt with the dilemma of social instability and turmoil more effectively, 

Libya still suffers from this dilemma. The call for dividing Libya into three 

sub-regions since 2011 has become more salient than ever. Furthermore, 

the Libyan public opinion has become more attache

regions due to the continuing process of the power vacuum in general and 

the lack of one central government in particular.

 This chapter focuses on the democratic transition process in Libya 

post-Kaddafi era on the one hand and the Liby

change and continuity on the other hand. On August 3, 2011, Libya 

adopted an Interim Transitional Constitutional Declaration "ITCD" that 

drew a road map towards democracy. A constitutional draft was supposed 

to agree upon in 2013. Additionally, a new political system should be 

operational by 2013. As the Libyans are in a democratic transition, their 

attitudes towards this process represent the focus of politicians, scholars, 

civil society, and global organizations. Thus, some o

regarding various issues are investigated in this chapter.

Data and Methodology

Attitudes change over time as a response to interacting with internal 

and external milieus, e.g., attitudes towards the political system and 

economic issues. Furthermore, some other aspects of attitudes reflect 

continuity, such as belief systems and national feelings. However, this 

chapter focuses mainly on factors that affect Libyan attitudes in the post

                                        
therefore, his loyalists slowed down the political reforms that the Yemen

revolution from 2011-2012. 
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The reasons behind the revolutions in these countries include lack of 

freedom, poor economic conditions, and the interference of foreign 

countries. (Salamey, 2012) 

Kaddafi regime suffers from a different deg

turmoil and instability. Tribalism, sub-regionalism, extremism, and social 

unrest are various examples of social peace elements that threaten political 

and economic stability in Libya post-Kaddafi. Although Tunisia and Egypt 

lemma of social instability and turmoil more effectively, 

Libya still suffers from this dilemma. The call for dividing Libya into three 

regions since 2011 has become more salient than ever. Furthermore, 

the Libyan public opinion has become more attached to tribes and sub

regions due to the continuing process of the power vacuum in general and 

the lack of one central government in particular. 

This chapter focuses on the democratic transition process in Libya 

Kaddafi era on the one hand and the Libyan public opinion in terms of 

change and continuity on the other hand. On August 3, 2011, Libya 

adopted an Interim Transitional Constitutional Declaration "ITCD" that 

drew a road map towards democracy. A constitutional draft was supposed 

013. Additionally, a new political system should be 

operational by 2013. As the Libyans are in a democratic transition, their 

attitudes towards this process represent the focus of politicians, scholars, 

civil society, and global organizations. Thus, some of these attitudes 

regarding various issues are investigated in this chapter. 

Data and Methodology: 

Attitudes change over time as a response to interacting with internal 

and external milieus, e.g., attitudes towards the political system and 

Furthermore, some other aspects of attitudes reflect 

continuity, such as belief systems and national feelings. However, this 

chapter focuses mainly on factors that affect Libyan attitudes in the post

                                                                                                                                                           
therefore, his loyalists slowed down the political reforms that the Yemeni people hoped for during their 
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The reasons behind the revolutions in these countries include lack of 

freedom, poor economic conditions, and the interference of foreign 
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Kaddafi. Although Tunisia and Egypt 

lemma of social instability and turmoil more effectively, 

Libya still suffers from this dilemma. The call for dividing Libya into three 

regions since 2011 has become more salient than ever. Furthermore, 

d to tribes and sub-

regions due to the continuing process of the power vacuum in general and 

This chapter focuses on the democratic transition process in Libya 
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drew a road map towards democracy. A constitutional draft was supposed 
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Attitudes change over time as a response to interacting with internal 

and external milieus, e.g., attitudes towards the political system and 

Furthermore, some other aspects of attitudes reflect 

continuity, such as belief systems and national feelings. However, this 

chapter focuses mainly on factors that affect Libyan attitudes in the post-
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Kaddafi era. In this regard, positive and negative atti

and change aspects will be examined.

Methodologically, scientific studies describe and examine specific 

problems. (Buchanan, 1988: 12

political culture varies from country to country. (Riggs, 1964; 

1974) There are differences between the political culture of democratic 

nations and authoritarian regimes. Previous studies stressed that the Libyan 

people viewed themselves as belonging to parochial and subjective 

cultures. (Obeidi, 1996, and 2

political socialization that Kaddafi's regime attempted to impose on the 

Libyans since the coup d'état

study is summarized in the following questions: 

Libyan political culture in the post

new political culture supportive of the ongoing democratic transition in the 

country? Furthermore, what are the crucial factors that affect the Libyan 

public opinion in the post

  Accordingly, two hypotheses are developing. While the basic 

assumption expects a causal

the one hand and attitudes towards democracy on the other hand (see in this 

regard: Cozby, 2003: 

Thus, the four sub-assumptions are summarized as follows:

1) 

Variables may affect Libyan the Political Culture

Building 
Libya
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Kaddafi era. In this regard, positive and negative attitudes and continuity 

and change aspects will be examined. 

Methodologically, scientific studies describe and examine specific 

problems. (Buchanan, 1988: 12-15) A literature review reveals that 

political culture varies from country to country. (Riggs, 1964; 

1974) There are differences between the political culture of democratic 

nations and authoritarian regimes. Previous studies stressed that the Libyan 

people viewed themselves as belonging to parochial and subjective 

cultures. (Obeidi, 1996, and 2001)  The national identity is weak due to the 

political socialization that Kaddafi's regime attempted to impose on the 

coup d'état in 1969. (Obeidi, 2001) The problem of this 

study is summarized in the following questions: Is there a 

Libyan political culture in the post-Kaddafi era? Moreover, if so, is the 

new political culture supportive of the ongoing democratic transition in the 

country? Furthermore, what are the crucial factors that affect the Libyan 

the post-Kaddafi era? 

Accordingly, two hypotheses are developing. While the basic 

assumption expects a causal relationship between democratic transition on 

the one hand and attitudes towards democracy on the other hand (see in this 

regard: Cozby, 2003: 64-67), the null hypothesis does not expect that. 

assumptions are summarized as follows: (See Figure: 3

Figure: 3-1 

Variables may affect Libyan the Political Culture
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tudes and continuity 

Methodologically, scientific studies describe and examine specific 

15) A literature review reveals that 

political culture varies from country to country. (Riggs, 1964; and Heady, 

1974) There are differences between the political culture of democratic 

nations and authoritarian regimes. Previous studies stressed that the Libyan 

people viewed themselves as belonging to parochial and subjective 

001)  The national identity is weak due to the 

political socialization that Kaddafi's regime attempted to impose on the 

in 1969. (Obeidi, 2001) The problem of this 

Is there a change in the 

Kaddafi era? Moreover, if so, is the 

new political culture supportive of the ongoing democratic transition in the 

country? Furthermore, what are the crucial factors that affect the Libyan 

Accordingly, two hypotheses are developing. While the basic 

relationship between democratic transition on 

the one hand and attitudes towards democracy on the other hand (see in this 

67), the null hypothesis does not expect that. 

(See Figure: 3-

Variables may affect Libyan the Political Culture 
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• The democratic transition in Libya is expected to affect Libyan 

attitudes either positively or negatively.

• The transitional democratic process in Libya 

the Libyan attitudes.

• “Social peace, refugees & displaced people, building the state and 

future affect positively or

Kaddafi era."  

• "Social peace, refugees & displaced people, building the state and its 

future do not affect positively or negatively the Libyan attitudes in 

Libya post-Kaddafi era."

Figure 3-1 refers to the poten

the Libyan political culture; this chapter will examine 

statistically. For example, while the interim democratic transition is the 

independent variable, the political culture or “attitudes” is

variable. According to the previous hypotheses, this study will deal with 

independent variables on three functional levels of analysis: system, 

process, and policy. (Almond, 1978) 

As far as this chapter's approaches, methods, and techniques

concerned, it should emphasize that multi strategies and plans are adopted, 

e.g., empirical and normative theoretical frameworks, descriptive and 

analytical methods, and quantitative and qualitative techniques.

Regarding the data of this chapter, the 

to collect data that enable us to examine the validity of general and null 

hypotheses. The questionnaire includes seven controlling variables and 

forty-one questions (

functional levels of analysis. This study sample was selected randomly, and 

the final responses were received by the end of 2012. The number of 

received responses reached 1068; thus, we entered the data into the 

computer to examine the validity

48
 The questions of the survey were classified according to the three functional levels of political culture 

as follows: (see Almond, 1978) 

• System attitudes level includes twenty

support the government, legitimacy of government, performance of government, Libyan identity 

versus others, the length of the transitional period, the government of technocrats, political 
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The democratic transition in Libya is expected to affect Libyan 

ttitudes either positively or negatively. 

The transitional democratic process in Libya is not expected

the Libyan attitudes. 

“Social peace, refugees & displaced people, building the state and 

future affect positively or negatively the Libyan attitudes in the post

"Social peace, refugees & displaced people, building the state and its 

future do not affect positively or negatively the Libyan attitudes in 

Kaddafi era." 

1 refers to the potential effect of four independent variables on 

the Libyan political culture; this chapter will examine such 

statistically. For example, while the interim democratic transition is the 

independent variable, the political culture or “attitudes” is the dependent 

variable. According to the previous hypotheses, this study will deal with 

independent variables on three functional levels of analysis: system, 

(Almond, 1978)  

As far as this chapter's approaches, methods, and techniques

concerned, it should emphasize that multi strategies and plans are adopted, 

e.g., empirical and normative theoretical frameworks, descriptive and 

analytical methods, and quantitative and qualitative techniques.

Regarding the data of this chapter, the author developed a questionnaire 

to collect data that enable us to examine the validity of general and null 

hypotheses. The questionnaire includes seven controlling variables and 

(or variables) that reflect the three mentioned 

l levels of analysis. This study sample was selected randomly, and 

the final responses were received by the end of 2012. The number of 

received responses reached 1068; thus, we entered the data into the 

to examine the validity of previous hypotheses.
48

  

                                                           
The questions of the survey were classified according to the three functional levels of political culture 

 

System attitudes level includes twenty-one questions regarding: obey the government or obedience, 

support the government, legitimacy of government, performance of government, Libyan identity 

versus others, the length of the transitional period, the government of technocrats, political 
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The democratic transition in Libya is expected to affect Libyan 

expected to affect 

“Social peace, refugees & displaced people, building the state and its 

negatively the Libyan attitudes in the post-

"Social peace, refugees & displaced people, building the state and its 

future do not affect positively or negatively the Libyan attitudes in 

tial effect of four independent variables on 

 a proposition 

statistically. For example, while the interim democratic transition is the 

the dependent 

variable. According to the previous hypotheses, this study will deal with 

independent variables on three functional levels of analysis: system, 

As far as this chapter's approaches, methods, and techniques are 

concerned, it should emphasize that multi strategies and plans are adopted, 

e.g., empirical and normative theoretical frameworks, descriptive and 

analytical methods, and quantitative and qualitative techniques. 

author developed a questionnaire 

to collect data that enable us to examine the validity of general and null 

hypotheses. The questionnaire includes seven controlling variables and 

that reflect the three mentioned 

l levels of analysis. This study sample was selected randomly, and 

the final responses were received by the end of 2012. The number of 

received responses reached 1068; thus, we entered the data into the 

The questions of the survey were classified according to the three functional levels of political culture 

regarding: obey the government or obedience, 

support the government, legitimacy of government, performance of government, Libyan identity 

versus others, the length of the transitional period, the government of technocrats, political 
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Seven variables are incorporated into both questionnaires to control the 

relationship between the variables: gender type, age, education, income, 

social status, occupation, and place of living. The samples were 

representative of the population in ter

controlling variables; therefore, no significant differences are reported on 

the macro-level of analysis, especially within the framework of the 

attitudes variable. Nevertheless, significant noticeable variations are 

indicated on the micro

attitudes towards democratic transition in the new Libya, as will be 

demonstrated later.  

Another questionnaire was delivered in 

people's attitudes towards 

adopted due to the impact of Libya’s Crisis and its aftermaths, e.g., 

instability and lack of communication infrastructure (2011

this study to adopt the snowball sampling technique. The potential aim 

of the second questionnaire was to survey 500 students who attend the 

most crowded university in Libya, namely Tripoli University. The 

questionnaire included several types of questions. The first cluster of 

questions concerns seven controlling variables: birthday

profession, address, education, social status, and income. Building a 

state of law and institutions, social peace, refugees and displaced 

peoples, and Libya's future is other types of questions incorporated 

into the questionnaire.

                                        
tolerance, liberal democracy, Libya as

justice, Islam as a source of legislation, freedom of religions, political parties pluralism, rotation of 

power, international relations commitments, human rights, private own

independence, and federalism as a political choice for the new Libya.

• Process attitudes level incorporated ten questions related to parochial culture, subjective culture, 

participation culture, Libya as one tribe, Kaddafi's encouragement 

reconciliation, Amazigh language, the role of the middle class 

conciliation with the last regions that supported Kaddafi, e.g., Sirt and Bani Walid, and tolerance 

with Kaddafi's supporters. 

• Policy attitudes level includes ten questions: policies of disarmament in Libya, buying weapons, 

medical treatment for injured revolutionary youths, reconstruction, services improvements, 

reconciliation, environment, re

foreign policy towards Russia, China, Algeria, and rewarding countries that participated in the 

alliance against Kaddafi's regime during the 

United Kingdom. 
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Seven variables are incorporated into both questionnaires to control the 

relationship between the variables: gender type, age, education, income, 

social status, occupation, and place of living. The samples were 

representative of the population in terms of the seven mentioned 

controlling variables; therefore, no significant differences are reported on 

level of analysis, especially within the framework of the 

. Nevertheless, significant noticeable variations are 

ed on the micro-level, but they did not affect the overall positive 

attitudes towards democratic transition in the new Libya, as will be 

Another questionnaire was delivered in 2015-2016 to examine the Libyan 

people's attitudes towards different issues. Both questionnaires 

adopted due to the impact of Libya’s Crisis and its aftermaths, e.g., 

instability and lack of communication infrastructure (2011

this study to adopt the snowball sampling technique. The potential aim 

second questionnaire was to survey 500 students who attend the 

most crowded university in Libya, namely Tripoli University. The 

questionnaire included several types of questions. The first cluster of 

questions concerns seven controlling variables: birthday

profession, address, education, social status, and income. Building a 

state of law and institutions, social peace, refugees and displaced 

peoples, and Libya's future is other types of questions incorporated 

into the questionnaire. 

                                                                                                                                                           
cracy, Libya as a country of institutions, citizens welfare, liberty equity, and 

justice, Islam as a source of legislation, freedom of religions, political parties pluralism, rotation of 

power, international relations commitments, human rights, private own

independence, and federalism as a political choice for the new Libya. 

Process attitudes level incorporated ten questions related to parochial culture, subjective culture, 

participation culture, Libya as one tribe, Kaddafi's encouragement of tribes versus tribes, national 

reconciliation, Amazigh language, the role of the middle class on the February Revolution, national 

conciliation with the last regions that supported Kaddafi, e.g., Sirt and Bani Walid, and tolerance 

 

Policy attitudes level includes ten questions: policies of disarmament in Libya, buying weapons, 

medical treatment for injured revolutionary youths, reconstruction, services improvements, 

reconciliation, environment, re-evaluate Libyan foreign policy towards Africa, re

foreign policy towards Russia, China, Algeria, and rewarding countries that participated in the 

alliance against Kaddafi's regime during the February Revolution on 2011, e.g., France, USA and 
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Seven variables are incorporated into both questionnaires to control the 

relationship between the variables: gender type, age, education, income, 

social status, occupation, and place of living. The samples were 

ms of the seven mentioned 

controlling variables; therefore, no significant differences are reported on 

level of analysis, especially within the framework of the total 

. Nevertheless, significant noticeable variations are 

level, but they did not affect the overall positive 

attitudes towards democratic transition in the new Libya, as will be 

2016 to examine the Libyan 

different issues. Both questionnaires 

adopted due to the impact of Libya’s Crisis and its aftermaths, e.g., 

instability and lack of communication infrastructure (2011-2022), led 

this study to adopt the snowball sampling technique. The potential aim 

second questionnaire was to survey 500 students who attend the 

most crowded university in Libya, namely Tripoli University. The 

questionnaire included several types of questions. The first cluster of 

questions concerns seven controlling variables: birthday, Gender, 

profession, address, education, social status, and income. Building a 

state of law and institutions, social peace, refugees and displaced 

peoples, and Libya's future is other types of questions incorporated 

                                    
s, citizens welfare, liberty equity, and 

justice, Islam as a source of legislation, freedom of religions, political parties pluralism, rotation of 

power, international relations commitments, human rights, private ownership, judiciary 

Process attitudes level incorporated ten questions related to parochial culture, subjective culture, 

of tribes versus tribes, national 

n the February Revolution, national 

conciliation with the last regions that supported Kaddafi, e.g., Sirt and Bani Walid, and tolerance 

Policy attitudes level includes ten questions: policies of disarmament in Libya, buying weapons, 

medical treatment for injured revolutionary youths, reconstruction, services improvements, 

towards Africa, re-evaluate Libyan 

foreign policy towards Russia, China, Algeria, and rewarding countries that participated in the 

n 2011, e.g., France, USA and 
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Comparing the two questionnaires led us to observe the continuity and 

change within the Libyan political culture and public opinion. According to 

the general and null hypotheses, this study is divided into the following 

sections: 

• Libyan Political Culture

• Democratic Transit

• Libyan Attitudes in the Post

• Libyan Attitudes: Continuity and Change

• The Impact of Democratic T

• Conclusion: results

Libyan Political Culture

 Political culture, according to Almond and Powell (1978: 25), “is the 

set of attitudes, beliefs, and feelings about political current in a nation at a 

given time.” In this sense, political culture reflects three elements or levels: 

(Almond and Powell, 1978

• A cognitive component

and external environmental conditions, such as the political system, 

leaders, decision-making process, and internal and external outputs. 

The questionnaire of this study incorporated this element; therefore, 

answering the question requires a minimum level of knowledge 

regarding the constitutional declaration, the February Revolution and 

its development, the interim period, and the road map of democratic 

transition in Libya post

• A second salient elem

political system, political process, and policy process. Here, this study 

may adopt Likert's measurement scales; thus, the ordinal level of 

assessment includes strongly disagree, 

strongly agree. (See Babbie, 2008: 188

• Finally, there is an evaluative dimension, which consists of moral 

values that enable individuals to criticize, for example, the slow 

responses of the political system to their demands. The evaluative 

aspects have included different questions that required certain 
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two questionnaires led us to observe the continuity and 

change within the Libyan political culture and public opinion. According to 

the general and null hypotheses, this study is divided into the following 

Libyan Political Culture 

ition in Libya 

Libyan Attitudes in the Post-Kaddafi Era 

Libyan Attitudes: Continuity and Change 

The Impact of Democratic Transition on Political Culture

Conclusion: results 

Libyan Political Culture 

Political culture, according to Almond and Powell (1978: 25), “is the 

set of attitudes, beliefs, and feelings about political current in a nation at a 

given time.” In this sense, political culture reflects three elements or levels: 

(Almond and Powell, 1978: 26) 

A cognitive component reflects individual knowledge about internal 

and external environmental conditions, such as the political system, 

making process, and internal and external outputs. 

The questionnaire of this study incorporated this element; therefore, 

swering the question requires a minimum level of knowledge 

regarding the constitutional declaration, the February Revolution and 

its development, the interim period, and the road map of democratic 

ion in Libya post-Kaddafi era. 

A second salient element involves peoples' orientations towards the 

political system, political process, and policy process. Here, this study 

may adopt Likert's measurement scales; thus, the ordinal level of 

assessment includes strongly disagree, disagree, apathy, 

trongly agree. (See Babbie, 2008: 188-189) 

Finally, there is an evaluative dimension, which consists of moral 

values that enable individuals to criticize, for example, the slow 

responses of the political system to their demands. The evaluative 

included different questions that required certain 
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Political culture, according to Almond and Powell (1978: 25), “is the 

set of attitudes, beliefs, and feelings about political current in a nation at a 

given time.” In this sense, political culture reflects three elements or levels: 

reflects individual knowledge about internal 

and external environmental conditions, such as the political system, 

making process, and internal and external outputs. 

The questionnaire of this study incorporated this element; therefore, 

swering the question requires a minimum level of knowledge 

regarding the constitutional declaration, the February Revolution and 

its development, the interim period, and the road map of democratic 

ent involves peoples' orientations towards the 

political system, political process, and policy process. Here, this study 

may adopt Likert's measurement scales; thus, the ordinal level of 

apathy, agree, and 

Finally, there is an evaluative dimension, which consists of moral 

values that enable individuals to criticize, for example, the slow 

responses of the political system to their demands. The evaluative 

included different questions that required certain 
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positions, such as criticizing internal or external policies adopted by 

the Libyan governments in the post

As far as the Libyan political culture is concerned, a review of the 

literature reveals that there is generally a gap in this regard. Due to the 

nature of Kaddafi’s authoritarian regime (1969

and opposition were political crimes that resulted either in a long span of 

prison or execution. Furthermore, the gap in th

post-Kaddafi era due to time factors and a lack of scientific infrastructure. 

Despite the mentioned gap in the literature, one should refer to the 

contribution of some scholars in this regard.

While one study focused on the pr

elementary schools during Kaddafi's era (El

described and analyzed the attitudes of a student sample towards national 

identity, tribalism, political participation, women's human rights, Arab 

unity and nationalism, and the Palestinian cause. The results of Obeidi's 

study reported negative attitudes towards tribalism and political sharing on 

the one hand and positive orientations towards Arabism, Islam, women's 

rights, Arab nationalism, Arab unit

hand. (Obeidi, 1996 and 2001) Since the case study is the method adopted 

by Obeidi; therefore, the generalization of her findings is limited. (See in 

this regard: Eckstein, 1975: 79

Another survey was conducted by the International Republic Institute 

“IRI” in the Eastern part of Libya, and its main finding reflected optimism 

toward the future of Libya post

a large sample (N=1428) in five differen

concluded that economic preferences are the priority among the majority 

(79%) of the individuals included in the sample. Only one

respondents (33%) have selected the political and security situation in the 

new Libya as a priority. Furthermore, only half (49%) of the sample trusted 

and supported the Interim Transitional National Council “

governed the country during the period (from February 22, 2011, to August 

8, 2012). Even though the sample is consid

represent the entire population, particularly in the Western part of Libya, 
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positions, such as criticizing internal or external policies adopted by 

the Libyan governments in the post-Kaddafi era. 

As far as the Libyan political culture is concerned, a review of the 

als that there is generally a gap in this regard. Due to the 

nature of Kaddafi’s authoritarian regime (1969-2011), negative feelings 

and opposition were political crimes that resulted either in a long span of 

prison or execution. Furthermore, the gap in the literature continued in the 

Kaddafi era due to time factors and a lack of scientific infrastructure. 

Despite the mentioned gap in the literature, one should refer to the 

contribution of some scholars in this regard. 

While one study focused on the process of political socialization in the 

elementary schools during Kaddafi's era (El-Mogherbi, 1978), others 

described and analyzed the attitudes of a student sample towards national 

identity, tribalism, political participation, women's human rights, Arab 

nity and nationalism, and the Palestinian cause. The results of Obeidi's 

study reported negative attitudes towards tribalism and political sharing on 

the one hand and positive orientations towards Arabism, Islam, women's 

rights, Arab nationalism, Arab unity, and the Palestinian case on the other 

hand. (Obeidi, 1996 and 2001) Since the case study is the method adopted 

by Obeidi; therefore, the generalization of her findings is limited. (See in 

this regard: Eckstein, 1975: 79-137; and  Babbie, 2008: 328) 

her survey was conducted by the International Republic Institute 

“IRI” in the Eastern part of Libya, and its main finding reflected optimism 

toward the future of Libya post-Kaddafi era. The Survey of IRI interviewed 

a large sample (N=1428) in five different parts of Eastern Libya, and it 

concluded that economic preferences are the priority among the majority 

(79%) of the individuals included in the sample. Only one

respondents (33%) have selected the political and security situation in the 

Libya as a priority. Furthermore, only half (49%) of the sample trusted 

and supported the Interim Transitional National Council “

governed the country during the period (from February 22, 2011, to August 

8, 2012). Even though the sample is considerable in size, it did not 

represent the entire population, particularly in the Western part of Libya, 
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Kaddafi era due to time factors and a lack of scientific infrastructure. 

Despite the mentioned gap in the literature, one should refer to the 

ocess of political socialization in the 

Mogherbi, 1978), others 

described and analyzed the attitudes of a student sample towards national 

identity, tribalism, political participation, women's human rights, Arab 

nity and nationalism, and the Palestinian cause. The results of Obeidi's 

study reported negative attitudes towards tribalism and political sharing on 

the one hand and positive orientations towards Arabism, Islam, women's 

se on the other 

hand. (Obeidi, 1996 and 2001) Since the case study is the method adopted 

by Obeidi; therefore, the generalization of her findings is limited. (See in 

 

her survey was conducted by the International Republic Institute 

“IRI” in the Eastern part of Libya, and its main finding reflected optimism 

Kaddafi era. The Survey of IRI interviewed 

t parts of Eastern Libya, and it 

concluded that economic preferences are the priority among the majority 

(79%) of the individuals included in the sample. Only one-third of the 

respondents (33%) have selected the political and security situation in the 

Libya as a priority. Furthermore, only half (49%) of the sample trusted 

and supported the Interim Transitional National Council “ITNC" that 

governed the country during the period (from February 22, 2011, to August 

erable in size, it did not 

represent the entire population, particularly in the Western part of Libya, 
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where the population ratio reaches 60% of the total Libyan population. 

However, the IRI survey was conducted during the R

focused on the liberated Eastern part of Libya

  The Kaddafi regime has controlled the political culture since 1969. 

Thus, the political socialization of the young generation was a policy focus 

during 1969-2011. Furthermore, Kaddafi's regime deemphasized the 

Libyan national identity on the one hand and emphasized Arabism and 

Africanism on the other. Accordingly, he called the leader of Arab 

nationalism "the king of the kings." Furthermore, the Libyan people viewed 

themselves as parochial or subjective rather than par

to Kaddafi's regime's lack of freedom and encouragement of tribalism.

  Since liberty was the first slogan emphasized by the demonstrators in 

the February Revolution, new attitudes towards the political system were 

expected. Freedom of speech and media involvement in political life will 

support Libyan citizens' knowledge levels. Furthermore, the democratic 

transition in the new Libya resulted in openness, optimism, trust, and 

continuous dialogue among people, civil society, politica

government. In short, political culture nowadays is encouraging and 

fluorescent compared with the circumstances fifty

Democratic Transition in Libya: 

A literature review reveals that democracy requires a compatible set 

of values systems, particularly economic development and political 

legitimacy, to endure. (See Seymour, 1959; Almond and Verba, 1963 and 

1980) As far as democracy is concerned, it may emp

not contradict democracy. Thus, traditions and customs, rather than Islam, 

have hindered the Islamic countries from transferring into democracy in the 

past. In a distinctive study, Tessler (2002) has concluded, "Islam and 

democracy are incompatible." 

The lack of empirical studies regarding democratic processes in the 

Arab world is mainly due to the dominance of dictatorship regimes and the 

49
 For more details on this subject, see: “Survey of Public Opinion in Eastern Libya, October 12

2011, Shabakat Corporation, retrieved from
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where the population ratio reaches 60% of the total Libyan population. 

urvey was conducted during the Revolution; thus, it 

he liberated Eastern part of Libya.49
 

The Kaddafi regime has controlled the political culture since 1969. 

Thus, the political socialization of the young generation was a policy focus 

2011. Furthermore, Kaddafi's regime deemphasized the 

national identity on the one hand and emphasized Arabism and 

Africanism on the other. Accordingly, he called the leader of Arab 

nationalism "the king of the kings." Furthermore, the Libyan people viewed 

themselves as parochial or subjective rather than participant individuals due 

to Kaddafi's regime's lack of freedom and encouragement of tribalism.

Since liberty was the first slogan emphasized by the demonstrators in 

the February Revolution, new attitudes towards the political system were 

m of speech and media involvement in political life will 

support Libyan citizens' knowledge levels. Furthermore, the democratic 

transition in the new Libya resulted in openness, optimism, trust, and 

continuous dialogue among people, civil society, political parties, and 

government. In short, political culture nowadays is encouraging and 

fluorescent compared with the circumstances fifty-one years ago. 

Democratic Transition in Libya:  

A literature review reveals that democracy requires a compatible set 

of values systems, particularly economic development and political 

legitimacy, to endure. (See Seymour, 1959; Almond and Verba, 1963 and 

1980) As far as democracy is concerned, it may emphasize that Islam does 

not contradict democracy. Thus, traditions and customs, rather than Islam, 

have hindered the Islamic countries from transferring into democracy in the 

past. In a distinctive study, Tessler (2002) has concluded, "Islam and 

re incompatible."  

The lack of empirical studies regarding democratic processes in the 

Arab world is mainly due to the dominance of dictatorship regimes and the 

                                                           

more details on this subject, see: “Survey of Public Opinion in Eastern Libya, October 12

, retrieved from http://www.shabakat.se.  
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where the population ratio reaches 60% of the total Libyan population. 

evolution; thus, it 

The Kaddafi regime has controlled the political culture since 1969. 

Thus, the political socialization of the young generation was a policy focus 

2011. Furthermore, Kaddafi's regime deemphasized the 

national identity on the one hand and emphasized Arabism and 

Africanism on the other. Accordingly, he called the leader of Arab 

nationalism "the king of the kings." Furthermore, the Libyan people viewed 

ticipant individuals due 

to Kaddafi's regime's lack of freedom and encouragement of tribalism. 

Since liberty was the first slogan emphasized by the demonstrators in 

the February Revolution, new attitudes towards the political system were 

m of speech and media involvement in political life will 

support Libyan citizens' knowledge levels. Furthermore, the democratic 

transition in the new Libya resulted in openness, optimism, trust, and 

l parties, and 

government. In short, political culture nowadays is encouraging and 

one years ago.  

A literature review reveals that democracy requires a compatible set 

of values systems, particularly economic development and political 

legitimacy, to endure. (See Seymour, 1959; Almond and Verba, 1963 and 

hasize that Islam does 

not contradict democracy. Thus, traditions and customs, rather than Islam, 

have hindered the Islamic countries from transferring into democracy in the 

past. In a distinctive study, Tessler (2002) has concluded, "Islam and 

The lack of empirical studies regarding democratic processes in the 

Arab world is mainly due to the dominance of dictatorship regimes and the 

more details on this subject, see: “Survey of Public Opinion in Eastern Libya, October 12-25, 
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spread of political development crises (See Huntington, 1971). In a unique 

study, Moreno (2002) 

Mexico reflected low levels of support for democracy, interpersonal trust, 

and intolerance versus high levels of support for the non

government and strongly stressed deference. (Moreno 2002)

As far as Libya is concerned, a history review reveals that Libya was 

a constitutional Monarchy from 1951

1969-2011. Therefore, many Libyans have known both types of 

governance in the last six decades. The interactive dyna

tribalism, oil, and ideology shaped and affected the past political processes, 

and they expect to do so in the future. (See in this regard, Sawani, 2012: 1

26) The democratic transition that Libya is enjoying in the post

is generally the first step in a long journey towards democracy; thus, 

government and people alike will face tremendous problems. Nevertheless, 

a review of democratic transition processes in the new Libya is a 

prerequisite in this regard; therefore, we will foll

by Libyan authorities towards democracy since the beginning of the 

February Revolution. 

On August 3, 2011, the ITNC announced a Constitutional 

Declaration as a first step to building the new Libya according to 

democratic values and principles. The Constitutional Declaration consists 

of (37) articles that govern the interim period on the one hand and set up a 

road map to democratic transition in the new Libya on the other hand. In 

this regard, Article (30) explained in detail the p

Libya post-Kaddafi into a democratic country, in which the people 

determine their future and elect their government through the ballot for the 

first time since the last fraud election in 1964

During the interim period, the I

succeeded in the process of managing the country until the National Public 

Conference “NPC” has elected on July 7, 2012, and exercised power since 

August 8, 2012. The election of the 

according to the road map due to political and logistical management 

problems. 
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spread of political development crises (See Huntington, 1971). In a unique 

 found out that the prevailing political culture in 

Mexico reflected low levels of support for democracy, interpersonal trust, 

and intolerance versus high levels of support for the non

government and strongly stressed deference. (Moreno 2002) 

far as Libya is concerned, a history review reveals that Libya was 

a constitutional Monarchy from 1951-1969 and a dictatorship regime from 

2011. Therefore, many Libyans have known both types of 

governance in the last six decades. The interactive dynamic of religion, 

tribalism, oil, and ideology shaped and affected the past political processes, 

and they expect to do so in the future. (See in this regard, Sawani, 2012: 1

26) The democratic transition that Libya is enjoying in the post

erally the first step in a long journey towards democracy; thus, 

government and people alike will face tremendous problems. Nevertheless, 

a review of democratic transition processes in the new Libya is a 

prerequisite in this regard; therefore, we will follow up on the steps adopted 

by Libyan authorities towards democracy since the beginning of the 

On August 3, 2011, the ITNC announced a Constitutional 

Declaration as a first step to building the new Libya according to 

nd principles. The Constitutional Declaration consists 

of (37) articles that govern the interim period on the one hand and set up a 

road map to democratic transition in the new Libya on the other hand. In 

this regard, Article (30) explained in detail the processes of transforming 

Kaddafi into a democratic country, in which the people 

determine their future and elect their government through the ballot for the 

first time since the last fraud election in 1964-1965.  

During the interim period, the ITNC was the supreme authority that 

succeeded in the process of managing the country until the National Public 

” has elected on July 7, 2012, and exercised power since 

August 8, 2012. The election of the “NPC” was several weeks behind 

ng to the road map due to political and logistical management 
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far as Libya is concerned, a history review reveals that Libya was 

1969 and a dictatorship regime from 

2011. Therefore, many Libyans have known both types of 

mic of religion, 

tribalism, oil, and ideology shaped and affected the past political processes, 

and they expect to do so in the future. (See in this regard, Sawani, 2012: 1-

26) The democratic transition that Libya is enjoying in the post-Kaddafi era 

erally the first step in a long journey towards democracy; thus, 

government and people alike will face tremendous problems. Nevertheless, 

a review of democratic transition processes in the new Libya is a 

ow up on the steps adopted 

by Libyan authorities towards democracy since the beginning of the 

On August 3, 2011, the ITNC announced a Constitutional 

Declaration as a first step to building the new Libya according to 

nd principles. The Constitutional Declaration consists 

of (37) articles that govern the interim period on the one hand and set up a 

road map to democratic transition in the new Libya on the other hand. In 

rocesses of transforming 

Kaddafi into a democratic country, in which the people 

determine their future and elect their government through the ballot for the 

was the supreme authority that 

succeeded in the process of managing the country until the National Public 

” has elected on July 7, 2012, and exercised power since 

NPC” was several weeks behind 

ng to the road map due to political and logistical management 
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The ITNC appointed an interim executive office to manage the crisis 

during the revolutionary era (2011

interim-government had mandated to prepa

democratic transition by holding the first election since 1965. When the 

NPC resumed power on August 8, 2011, it elected an interim government 

that will prepare for taking off towards building the Libyan institutions.  

Although the Constitutional Declaration gave power for the NPC to 

formulate the Constitutional Draft and submit it on September 8, 2012, 

later developments led the ITNC

for the second time in March 2012, when it mentioned tha

sixty is selecting from the NPC. In the third amendment, the ITNC

on July 5, 2012, that the committee of sixty may elect directly by the 

Libyan people; therefore, it will be equivalent to the NPC in terms of 

legitimacy and power si

Finally, the fourth amendment regarding the extending period of 

democratic transition was declared by NPC

disagreement among its members, who split their views between electing 

and appointing a committee of sixty. Finally, the

February 2013 that the election was the rational choice for the committee 

of sixty; therefore, it took necessary measures to fulfill this goal.

Despite the delay in the process of democratic 

political and security reasons, the Interim Constitutional Declaration (2011) 

spelled out the process of making a permanent constitution by stating that: 

(the Interim Constitutional Declaration, 2011, Article 30/2)

"The constitutional dra

Conference and shall be referred to the Libyan people for a plebiscite 

50
 The committee of sixty reflected the political bargain

on December 24, 1952, when Libya was divided into three states, namely Barka, Fazan, and Tripoli. 

Twenty delegates represent each region; therefore, the committee of sixty is called on th

sixty years of Libya's independence on 24

process regarding the new constitution. The committee of sixty reflects a controversial political issue 

among supporters and opponents

the population has increased from one to more than s

however, the phenomenon of p

sharing system [in Libya] are gaining momentum." For more details on this committee, see, for example: 

(Geha and Doumit, 2012) 
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appointed an interim executive office to manage the crisis 

during the revolutionary era (2011-2012). After the liberation of Libya, an 

government had mandated to prepare for the second phase of 

democratic transition by holding the first election since 1965. When the 

resumed power on August 8, 2011, it elected an interim government 

that will prepare for taking off towards building the Libyan institutions.  

the Constitutional Declaration gave power for the NPC to 

formulate the Constitutional Draft and submit it on September 8, 2012, 

later developments led the ITNC to amend the Constitutional Declaration 

for the second time in March 2012, when it mentioned that a committee of 

sixty is selecting from the NPC. In the third amendment, the ITNC

on July 5, 2012, that the committee of sixty may elect directly by the 

Libyan people; therefore, it will be equivalent to the NPC in terms of 

legitimacy and power since they are both elected directly by the people. 

Finally, the fourth amendment regarding the extending period of 

democratic transition was declared by NPC in late 2012 because of 

disagreement among its members, who split their views between electing 

ppointing a committee of sixty. Finally, the NPC decided in mid

February 2013 that the election was the rational choice for the committee 

of sixty; therefore, it took necessary measures to fulfill this goal.

Despite the delay in the process of democratic transition due to 

political and security reasons, the Interim Constitutional Declaration (2011) 

spelled out the process of making a permanent constitution by stating that: 

(the Interim Constitutional Declaration, 2011, Article 30/2) 

"The constitutional draft shall be approved by the National Public 

Conference and shall be referred to the Libyan people for a plebiscite 

                                                           
The committee of sixty reflected the political bargaining process during the era of Libyan independence 

n December 24, 1952, when Libya was divided into three states, namely Barka, Fazan, and Tripoli. 

Twenty delegates represent each region; therefore, the committee of sixty is called on th

Libya's independence on 24-12-1951, the political elites duplicated the same political 

process regarding the new constitution. The committee of sixty reflects a controversial political issue 

among supporters and opponents of unity in the new millennium because many things have 

the population has increased from one to more than seven million. The committee of sixty involves, 

however, the phenomenon of power-sharing in the new democratic Libya; thus, "calls for the power

tem [in Libya] are gaining momentum." For more details on this committee, see, for example: 
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appointed an interim executive office to manage the crisis 

2012). After the liberation of Libya, an 

re for the second phase of 

democratic transition by holding the first election since 1965. When the 

resumed power on August 8, 2011, it elected an interim government 

that will prepare for taking off towards building the Libyan institutions.   

the Constitutional Declaration gave power for the NPC to 

formulate the Constitutional Draft and submit it on September 8, 2012, 

to amend the Constitutional Declaration 

t a committee of 

sixty is selecting from the NPC. In the third amendment, the ITNC decided 

on July 5, 2012, that the committee of sixty may elect directly by the 

Libyan people; therefore, it will be equivalent to the NPC in terms of 

nce they are both elected directly by the people. 

Finally, the fourth amendment regarding the extending period of 

in late 2012 because of 

disagreement among its members, who split their views between electing 

decided in mid-

February 2013 that the election was the rational choice for the committee 

of sixty; therefore, it took necessary measures to fulfill this goal.
50

 

transition due to 

political and security reasons, the Interim Constitutional Declaration (2011) 

spelled out the process of making a permanent constitution by stating that: 

ft shall be approved by the National Public 

Conference and shall be referred to the Libyan people for a plebiscite 

the era of Libyan independence 

n December 24, 1952, when Libya was divided into three states, namely Barka, Fazan, and Tripoli. 

Twenty delegates represent each region; therefore, the committee of sixty is called on this basis. After 

1951, the political elites duplicated the same political 

process regarding the new constitution. The committee of sixty reflects a controversial political issue 

because many things have changed, e.g., 

million. The committee of sixty involves, 

"calls for the power-

tem [in Libya] are gaining momentum." For more details on this committee, see, for example: 
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with (Yes) or (No) within thirty days from the date of the approval. If 

and when the Libyans approve the draft by two

constitutional draft becomes the constitution for Libya. In case of the 

Libyans ' disapproval, the constitutional powers shall (then be 

assigned to) reformulate the Constitution draft, which shall be re

referred to the people for a plebiscite within a period not

thirty days." 

Another task of the NPC

2013; thus, the law of public elections was issued in late 2012. The 

constitutional declaration emphasized that both the NPC and the interim 

elected government "shall oversee the preparation of all the requirements 

of conducting the election process democratically and transparent

the Constitutional Declaration, 2011) 

The High National Election Commission, which the NPC must 

reform, shall conduct the publ

National Judicial Authority, the United Nations, and international and 

regional organizations. Accordingly, the NPC shall ratify and declare the 

elections' outcomes and convoke the legislative authority for a meeti

the end of 2013. In the first session, the NPC

new Libyan parliament, which shall exercise its full authority.

By holding the first session of the legislative power or the new 

Libyan parliament in late 2013, the 

shall be deemed and taken as a caretaker government for conducting 

business until a new permanent government has been appointed under the 

new constitution. A newly adopted Constitution is not expected to widen 

the scope of human rights and select the best political system that reflects 

the surrounding environmental conditions, but it will be a vehicle for 

national reconciliation. (Rajabany, 2013)

Obviously, the process of democratic transition in the new Libya is 

not smooth, as it seems to be due to internal and external factors. The 

literature identified religion, tribalism, oil dilemma, and ideology (Sawani, 

2012), as well as a short history of political unity, artificial and long 

borders, and the division of population on se
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with (Yes) or (No) within thirty days from the date of the approval. If 

and when the Libyans approve the draft by two-thirds, then the 

tutional draft becomes the constitution for Libya. In case of the 

Libyans ' disapproval, the constitutional powers shall (then be 

assigned to) reformulate the Constitution draft, which shall be re

referred to the people for a plebiscite within a period not

Another task of the NPC was to prepare for a general election in late 

2013; thus, the law of public elections was issued in late 2012. The 

constitutional declaration emphasized that both the NPC and the interim 

shall oversee the preparation of all the requirements 

of conducting the election process democratically and transparent

the Constitutional Declaration, 2011)  

The High National Election Commission, which the NPC must 

reform, shall conduct the public elections under the supervision of the 

National Judicial Authority, the United Nations, and international and 

regional organizations. Accordingly, the NPC shall ratify and declare the 

elections' outcomes and convoke the legislative authority for a meeti

the end of 2013. In the first session, the NPC shall transfer its powers to the 

new Libyan parliament, which shall exercise its full authority.

By holding the first session of the legislative power or the new 

ament in late 2013, the Interim Government led by Ali Zedan 

shall be deemed and taken as a caretaker government for conducting 

business until a new permanent government has been appointed under the 

new constitution. A newly adopted Constitution is not expected to widen 

man rights and select the best political system that reflects 

the surrounding environmental conditions, but it will be a vehicle for 

national reconciliation. (Rajabany, 2013) 

Obviously, the process of democratic transition in the new Libya is 

s it seems to be due to internal and external factors. The 

literature identified religion, tribalism, oil dilemma, and ideology (Sawani, 

2012), as well as a short history of political unity, artificial and long 

borders, and the division of population on sectarian, ethnic, and regional 
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with (Yes) or (No) within thirty days from the date of the approval. If 

thirds, then the 

tutional draft becomes the constitution for Libya. In case of the 

Libyans ' disapproval, the constitutional powers shall (then be 

assigned to) reformulate the Constitution draft, which shall be re-

referred to the people for a plebiscite within a period not exceeding 

was to prepare for a general election in late 

2013; thus, the law of public elections was issued in late 2012. The 

constitutional declaration emphasized that both the NPC and the interim 

shall oversee the preparation of all the requirements 

of conducting the election process democratically and transparently." (See 

The High National Election Commission, which the NPC must 

ic elections under the supervision of the 

National Judicial Authority, the United Nations, and international and 

regional organizations. Accordingly, the NPC shall ratify and declare the 

elections' outcomes and convoke the legislative authority for a meeting by 

shall transfer its powers to the 

new Libyan parliament, which shall exercise its full authority. 

By holding the first session of the legislative power or the new 

im Government led by Ali Zedan 

shall be deemed and taken as a caretaker government for conducting 

business until a new permanent government has been appointed under the 

new constitution. A newly adopted Constitution is not expected to widen 

man rights and select the best political system that reflects 

the surrounding environmental conditions, but it will be a vehicle for 

Obviously, the process of democratic transition in the new Libya is 

s it seems to be due to internal and external factors. The 

literature identified religion, tribalism, oil dilemma, and ideology (Sawani, 

2012), as well as a short history of political unity, artificial and long 

ctarian, ethnic, and regional 
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lines (Gause, 2012), as main factors that affect democratic transition and 

the political future in Libya post

other things, e.g., the spread of weapons, violence, and foreign 

intervention, are additional elements that will affect the democratic 

transition and political future of the new Libya. The external factor was 

prominent during the February Revolution and will continue to do so in the 

present and future. (For more details on the role o

Libyan Spring Revolution, see: Kashiem, 2012: 556

The Impact of Democratic Transition on Political Culture

As indicated in Figure: 3

affected by several independent variables that refl

surrounding environments, e.g., social peace, refugees, and displaced 

peoples. In this section, the focus of this chapter will shift from qualitative 

analysis to macro and micro quantitative analysis, e.g., descriptive statistics 

and the "t" test. Consequently, general and null hypotheses are examined in 

this section. In order to do so, the data of this study will be described and 

analyzed statistically at two levels: 

• Macro-Level 

• Micro-level 

Macro-Level Analysis

At this level of analysis, we will deal with attitudes towards democratic 

transition as a whole; therefore, it will add the frequencies to create new 

variables. In this regard, four variables will be developed as follow:

• The forty-one questions of the first questionnaire w

one dominant variable named "

therefore, we will add the frequencies of the forty

together to analyze it statistically.

• The forty-one questions will deal with the three functional levels of 

the political culture emphasized by Almond and Powell (1978); thus, 

we will call them: attitudes towards the political system or "
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lines (Gause, 2012), as main factors that affect democratic transition and 

the political future in Libya post-Kaddafi. The previous factors, among 

other things, e.g., the spread of weapons, violence, and foreign 

are additional elements that will affect the democratic 

transition and political future of the new Libya. The external factor was 

prominent during the February Revolution and will continue to do so in the 

present and future. (For more details on the role of an external factor in the 

evolution, see: Kashiem, 2012: 556-570) 

The Impact of Democratic Transition on Political Culture 

As indicated in Figure: 3-1, Libyan attitudes are expected to be 

affected by several independent variables that reflect political and social 

surrounding environments, e.g., social peace, refugees, and displaced 

peoples. In this section, the focus of this chapter will shift from qualitative 

analysis to macro and micro quantitative analysis, e.g., descriptive statistics 

nd the "t" test. Consequently, general and null hypotheses are examined in 

this section. In order to do so, the data of this study will be described and 

analyzed statistically at two levels:  

Level Analysis 

analysis, we will deal with attitudes towards democratic 

transition as a whole; therefore, it will add the frequencies to create new 

variables. In this regard, four variables will be developed as follow:

one questions of the first questionnaire will be dealt with as 

one dominant variable named "the total or general attitude

therefore, we will add the frequencies of the forty-

together to analyze it statistically. 

one questions will deal with the three functional levels of 

the political culture emphasized by Almond and Powell (1978); thus, 

we will call them: attitudes towards the political system or "

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany  

Page 86 

lines (Gause, 2012), as main factors that affect democratic transition and 

Kaddafi. The previous factors, among 

other things, e.g., the spread of weapons, violence, and foreign 

are additional elements that will affect the democratic 

transition and political future of the new Libya. The external factor was 

prominent during the February Revolution and will continue to do so in the 

al factor in the 

 

1, Libyan attitudes are expected to be 

ect political and social 

surrounding environments, e.g., social peace, refugees, and displaced 

peoples. In this section, the focus of this chapter will shift from qualitative 

analysis to macro and micro quantitative analysis, e.g., descriptive statistics 

nd the "t" test. Consequently, general and null hypotheses are examined in 

this section. In order to do so, the data of this study will be described and 

analysis, we will deal with attitudes towards democratic 

transition as a whole; therefore, it will add the frequencies to create new 

variables. In this regard, four variables will be developed as follow: 

ill be dealt with as 

the total or general attitude”; 

-one variables 

one questions will deal with the three functional levels of 

the political culture emphasized by Almond and Powell (1978); thus, 

we will call them: attitudes towards the political system or "system 
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attitude”; attitudes towards political process or “

finally attitudes towards policies or “

• Furthermore, the forty

groups that reflect attitudes towards the elements of state

social peace, refugees and displaced peoples, and the Libyan future. 

In order to analyze the data on

developed. The data in Table: 3

positive attitudes as far as the four variables are concerned. The means of 

the four variables are higher than the test values indicated in Table:

While the test value of the 

questions equals (123), the data of 

(281.116) exceeded the test value noticeably by (

However, when we break down the 

sub-variables, the differences among the test values and means are less 

noticeable, especially in the case of 

difference did not exceed (3.592). However, the macro

not enable us to explain whether or not there are divergent attitudes in this 

regard, a topic that will explore later in the micro

Furthermore, the data in Table: 3

deviations with a maximum value level in the cas

variable (21,44) and a minimum value level in the case of the 

51
." While the system attitude variable will include the total frequencies of the first twenty

that reflect orientations towards the new Libyan political system, the other ten questions will represent the 

process attitude, and the final ten questions will refer to the 
52

 This study adopted Likert’s five scales of measurement (see Babbie, 2008: 188

to the questions of this study questionnaire will reflect these five values: strongly disagree (1), disagree 

(2), do not know (3), agree (4), and strongly agree (5). Since the test value for the Likert’s

measurement on the micro-level is (3); therefore, the test value for the newly developed variables on the 

macro-level of analysis will be calculated as follow: total attitudes (41 questions x 3 = 123); s

attitudes (21 x 3 = 63); process attitudes (10 x 3 = 

Accordingly, while the figures below these test values refer to negative attitudes, a higher value 

demonstrates positive attitudes. In short, the higher the values recorded by questionnaire respondents 

according to the Likert's measurement scale, the more positive attitude

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

”; attitudes towards political process or “process attitude

finally attitudes towards policies or “policy attitude variable.

Furthermore, the forty-one questions may classify into four sub

groups that reflect attitudes towards the elements of state

social peace, refugees and displaced peoples, and the Libyan future. 

In order to analyze the data on the macro-level, Tables: 3-

developed. The data in Table: 3-1 demonstrates that the sample had 

positive attitudes as far as the four variables are concerned. The means of 

the four variables are higher than the test values indicated in Table:

While the test value of the total attitudes variable that includes forty

questions equals (123), the data of Table: 3-1 indicates that the mean 

(281.116) exceeded the test value noticeably by (158.116).
52

 

However, when we break down the total attitudes variable into three 

variables, the differences among the test values and means are less 

noticeable, especially in the case of the process variable

difference did not exceed (3.592). However, the macro-level analysis does 

us to explain whether or not there are divergent attitudes in this 

regard, a topic that will explore later in the micro-analysis sub

Furthermore, the data in Table: 3-1 shows the values of standard 

deviations with a maximum value level in the case of the total attitude

variable (21,44) and a minimum value level in the case of the 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
variable will include the total frequencies of the first twenty

ds the new Libyan political system, the other ten questions will represent the 

, and the final ten questions will refer to the policy attitude variable. 

This study adopted Likert’s five scales of measurement (see Babbie, 2008: 188-189); t

to the questions of this study questionnaire will reflect these five values: strongly disagree (1), disagree 

(2), do not know (3), agree (4), and strongly agree (5). Since the test value for the Likert’s

evel is (3); therefore, the test value for the newly developed variables on the 

level of analysis will be calculated as follow: total attitudes (41 questions x 3 = 123); s

process attitudes (10 x 3 = 30); and finally policy attitudes (

Accordingly, while the figures below these test values refer to negative attitudes, a higher value 

demonstrates positive attitudes. In short, the higher the values recorded by questionnaire respondents 

measurement scale, the more positive attitudes are reported. 
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process attitude”; and 

attitude variable.
51

 

one questions may classify into four sub-

groups that reflect attitudes towards the elements of state-building, 

social peace, refugees and displaced peoples, and the Libyan future.  

-1 and 3-2) are 

1 demonstrates that the sample had 

positive attitudes as far as the four variables are concerned. The means of 

the four variables are higher than the test values indicated in Table: 3-2. 

that includes forty-one 

indicates that the mean 

variable into three 

variables, the differences among the test values and means are less 

the process variable, where the 

level analysis does 

us to explain whether or not there are divergent attitudes in this 

analysis sub-section. 

1 shows the values of standard 

the total attitude 

variable (21,44) and a minimum value level in the case of the process  

variable will include the total frequencies of the first twenty-one questions 

ds the new Libyan political system, the other ten questions will represent the 

189); thus, the answers 

to the questions of this study questionnaire will reflect these five values: strongly disagree (1), disagree 

(2), do not know (3), agree (4), and strongly agree (5). Since the test value for the Likert’s scale of 

evel is (3); therefore, the test value for the newly developed variables on the 

level of analysis will be calculated as follow: total attitudes (41 questions x 3 = 123); system 

cy attitudes (10 x 3 = 30). 

Accordingly, while the figures below these test values refer to negative attitudes, a higher value 

demonstrates positive attitudes. In short, the higher the values recorded by questionnaire respondents 
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Means and Standard Deviations

 
Total Attitudes 

System Attitudes 

Process Attitudes 

Policy  Attitudes 

  Data Source: The author delivered a questionnaire nationally from 2012

Variables  

 Test Value = 123

 t 

  

Total Attitudes 240.999

 Test Value 

= 63

System Attitudes 102.681

 Test Value 

= 30

Process Attitudes 29.870

Policy Attitudes 63.184

Data Source: Same as Table:3- 1

T” test and Level of Significance: 

 Test 

Value =3 

T

Liberal 

Democracy 
-1.84206

Amazigh 

Language 
-4.29349

Kaddafi's 

Supporters 
-5.05785

Federalism -20.8458

Parochial Culture -27.9606

Subjective 

Culture 
-31.4543

Data Source: Same as Table: 3-1.
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Table: 3-1* 

Means and Standard Deviations 
N Mean Std. Deviation 

1068 281.11676 21.4411863 

1068 87.0763109 7.6627723 

1068 33.5921348 3.93010321 

1068 39.77603 5.05642635 

: The author delivered a questionnaire nationally from 2012-2013. 

Table: 3-2 

One-Sample Test 
    

Test Value = 123   

 df Sig. (2-

tailed) 

Mean 

Difference 

95% Confidence Interval of 

    Lower

240.999 1067 0.000 158.1168 156.8294

Test Value 

= 63 
   

102.681 1067 0.000 24.0763 23.6162

Test Value 

= 30 
   

29.870 1067 0.000 3.59213 3.3562

63.184 1067 0.000 9.77603 9.4724

1. 

Table: 3-3  

T” test and Level of Significance: Micro-Level Analysis

Test 

Value =3 

T 

df Sig. (2-

tailed) 
Mean 

Difference 
95% Conf.

Upper

1.84206 1067 0.066 -0.073 -0.15076

4.29349 1067 0 -0.18234 -0.26567

5.05785 1067 0 -0.19559 -0.27147

20.8458 1067 0 -0.84105 -0.92022

27.9606 1067 0 -0.97311 -1.0414

31.4543 1067 0 -1.02262 -1.08641

1. 

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany  

Page 88 

Std. Error Mean 

0.65608965 

0.23447702 

0.12025921 

0.15472413 

 

  

95% Confidence Interval of 

the Difference 

Lower Upper 

156.8294 159.4041 

  

23.6162 24.5364 

  

3.3562 3.8281 

9.4724 10.0796 

Level Analysis 

95% Conf.  
Lower Upper 

0.15076 0.004761 

0.26567 -0.09901 

0.27147 -0.11971 

0.92022 -0.76189 

1.0414 -0.90482 

1.08641 -0.95882 
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attitudes variable (3.93). Since the higher the standard deviation, the less 

tightly the value is clustering around the mean; therefore, 99.9% of the 

cases will lie within three standard deviations and above. While the mean 

average in the case of 

standard deviation is 21.441; thus, it may indicate that 99.9% of the 

respondents will lie within 259.675 and 302.557. 

Means and standard deviations, however, do not tell us the whole story. 

Thus, the data in Table: 3

higher than the test value (123), representing the general attitudes toward a 

democratic transition in the 

opinion, as a whole, are positive as far as the democratic transition process 

in Libya is involved. Further analysis of the previous data indicates that the 

positive attitudes towards democratic transition may suppor

value, which is considerably high in the case of the 

system (t = 102.7) attitudes variables in particular, 

process (t = 29.9) variables in general.

The significance levels indicated in Table: 3

study sample (n = 1067) represents the attitudes of Libyan public opinion 

towards democratic transition in the second decade of the twenty

century.
54

 Thus, levels of significantly l

the general hypothesis on the one hand and reject the null hypothesis on the 

other hand.
55

  

The data in Table: 3

the five variables reported at (0.000). Only a high corr

macro attitudes and displaced peoples variable is reported (0.859) at the 

(0.000). Further correlations that are shown in Table: 3

53
 -  The highest value of the "F" test is reporting between the gender and social peace variables, where 

the level of the "F" test reached (14.085) at (0.000).
54

 The high levels of significance 

large number of cases as well.  
55

 Although the first call for federalism during the Februa

(Barka's Declaration), this study's data indicat

supportive of federalism. The level of agreement 

Libya has reached (40.7%). However, this level did not exceed (21.5%) in Eastern and 13.7% in the 

Western part of Libya. 
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variable (3.93). Since the higher the standard deviation, the less 

tightly the value is clustering around the mean; therefore, 99.9% of the 

cases will lie within three standard deviations and above. While the mean 

average in the case of the total attitude variable is 281.116, and the 

standard deviation is 21.441; thus, it may indicate that 99.9% of the 

respondents will lie within 259.675 and 302.557.  

Means and standard deviations, however, do not tell us the whole story. 

Thus, the data in Table: 3-2 indicates that the mean difference (158.116) is 

higher than the test value (123), representing the general attitudes toward a 

democratic transition in the new Libya. Thus, the patterns of public 

opinion, as a whole, are positive as far as the democratic transition process 

in Libya is involved. Further analysis of the previous data indicates that the 

positive attitudes towards democratic transition may support by the "t" 

value, which is considerably high in the case of the total 

(t = 102.7) attitudes variables in particular, policy (t = 63.2) and 

(t = 29.9) variables in general.
 53

 

The significance levels indicated in Table: 3-2 also tells

study sample (n = 1067) represents the attitudes of Libyan public opinion 

towards democratic transition in the second decade of the twenty

Thus, levels of significantly less than (p <0.05) lead us to accept 

the general hypothesis on the one hand and reject the null hypothesis on the 

The data in Table: 3-2 refers to the significance of correlations among 

the five variables reported at (0.000). Only a high correlation between the 

macro attitudes and displaced peoples variable is reported (0.859) at the 

(0.000). Further correlations that are shown in Table: 3

                                                           
The highest value of the "F" test is reporting between the gender and social peace variables, where 

the level of the "F" test reached (14.085) at (0.000). 

The high levels of significance indicated in Table: 3- 2 are mainly due to the strong relationship and a 

Although the first call for federalism during the February Revolution of 2011 was from E

tudy's data indicated that the Southern Libya respondents were noticeably

supportive of federalism. The level of agreement among the respondents from the S

Libya has reached (40.7%). However, this level did not exceed (21.5%) in Eastern and 13.7% in the 
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variable (3.93). Since the higher the standard deviation, the less 

tightly the value is clustering around the mean; therefore, 99.9% of the 

cases will lie within three standard deviations and above. While the mean 

variable is 281.116, and the 

standard deviation is 21.441; thus, it may indicate that 99.9% of the 

Means and standard deviations, however, do not tell us the whole story. 

2 indicates that the mean difference (158.116) is 

higher than the test value (123), representing the general attitudes toward a 

new Libya. Thus, the patterns of public 

opinion, as a whole, are positive as far as the democratic transition process 

in Libya is involved. Further analysis of the previous data indicates that the 

t by the "t"  

 (t = 241) and 

(t = 63.2) and 

tells us how the 

study sample (n = 1067) represents the attitudes of Libyan public opinion 

towards democratic transition in the second decade of the twenty-first 

ess than (p <0.05) lead us to accept 

the general hypothesis on the one hand and reject the null hypothesis on the 

2 refers to the significance of correlations among 

elation between the 

macro attitudes and displaced peoples variable is reported (0.859) at the 

(0.000). Further correlations that are shown in Table: 3-2 are either 

The highest value of the "F" test is reporting between the gender and social peace variables, where 

2 are mainly due to the strong relationship and a 

ry Revolution of 2011 was from Eastern Libya 

outhern Libya respondents were noticeably 

among the respondents from the Southern region of 

Libya has reached (40.7%). However, this level did not exceed (21.5%) in Eastern and 13.7% in the 
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moderate, e.g., the correlation between macro attitudes on the one hand and 

social peace and state-

e.g., the correlation between the future variable and the rest of the other 

variables. Nevertheless, Table 3

five variables are significant at (0.000). 

Further statistical tests regarding the impact of attitudes on democratic 

transition are tested to investigate the influence of variables such as gender 

type, age, education, income, social status, occupation, and place of living. 

Generally, no significant 

macro-level analysis. Nevertheless, the relationship between social peace 

and gender variables shows a considerable difference at 0.05. 

There are no significant differences reported on the macro

analysis. The system, process, and policy

of Libya indicate significant differences (p >0.05), particularly between the 

West and the East and South on the other. Nevertheless, no significant 

differences are reported within the

regarding regionalism. The occupation variable represents another 

significant variation, where the attitudes of students and employees varied 

regarding the total, system, and process variables

differences among those involved in the high schools, colleges, and 

universities are limited to the 

Significant variations exist between singles and married respondents on 

the system, process, and policy

differences between younger and older generations on the macro

whole on the one hand and between education levels and 

variables on the other hand. Since this study emphasizes the affective 

aspect of political culture; the

either agree or strongly agree. Accordingly, the support levels are not 

identical in all cases; thus, this study indicates significant differences 

between macro and micro levels. Nevertheless, significant difference

the macro-level do not give us the whole picture; therefore, we will explore 

more of that at the micro

Micro-Level Analysis:
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moderate, e.g., the correlation between macro attitudes on the one hand and 

-building, on the other hand, or weak correlations, 

e.g., the correlation between the future variable and the rest of the other 

variables. Nevertheless, Table 3-2 indicates that the correlations among the 

five variables are significant at (0.000).  

urther statistical tests regarding the impact of attitudes on democratic 

transition are tested to investigate the influence of variables such as gender 

type, age, education, income, social status, occupation, and place of living. 

Generally, no significant differences are reported in this regard on the 

level analysis. Nevertheless, the relationship between social peace 

and gender variables shows a considerable difference at 0.05. 

There are no significant differences reported on the macro

system, process, and policy variables among the three regions 

of Libya indicate significant differences (p >0.05), particularly between the 

West and the East and South on the other. Nevertheless, no significant 

differences are reported within the framework of the total attitude variable 

regarding regionalism. The occupation variable represents another 

significant variation, where the attitudes of students and employees varied 

the total, system, and process variables. However, significant

differences among those involved in the high schools, colleges, and 

universities are limited to the process variable. 

Significant variations exist between singles and married respondents on 

system, process, and policy levels. Also, there are other ess

differences between younger and older generations on the macro

whole on the one hand and between education levels and total

variables on the other hand. Since this study emphasizes the affective 

aspect of political culture; therefore, some of the sample's respondents 

either agree or strongly agree. Accordingly, the support levels are not 

identical in all cases; thus, this study indicates significant differences 

between macro and micro levels. Nevertheless, significant difference

level do not give us the whole picture; therefore, we will explore 

more of that at the micro-level of analysis in the following subsection. 

: 
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moderate, e.g., the correlation between macro attitudes on the one hand and 

building, on the other hand, or weak correlations, 

e.g., the correlation between the future variable and the rest of the other 

2 indicates that the correlations among the 

urther statistical tests regarding the impact of attitudes on democratic 

transition are tested to investigate the influence of variables such as gender 

type, age, education, income, social status, occupation, and place of living. 

differences are reported in this regard on the 

level analysis. Nevertheless, the relationship between social peace 

and gender variables shows a considerable difference at 0.05.  

There are no significant differences reported on the macro-level of 

variables among the three regions 

of Libya indicate significant differences (p >0.05), particularly between the 

West and the East and South on the other. Nevertheless, no significant 

total attitude variable 

regarding regionalism. The occupation variable represents another 

significant variation, where the attitudes of students and employees varied 

. However, significant 

differences among those involved in the high schools, colleges, and 

Significant variations exist between singles and married respondents on 

levels. Also, there are other essential 

differences between younger and older generations on the macro-level as a 

total and system 

variables on the other hand. Since this study emphasizes the affective 

refore, some of the sample's respondents 

either agree or strongly agree. Accordingly, the support levels are not 

identical in all cases; thus, this study indicates significant differences 

between macro and micro levels. Nevertheless, significant differences on 

level do not give us the whole picture; therefore, we will explore 

level of analysis in the following subsection.  
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The macro-level analysis did not tell us about the issues that might be 

rejected, moderately or partially by the sample's members. Thus, the focus 

of this subsection will shift from the macro to the micro

know what types of cases reflect divergent attitudes. In this regard, the 

forty-one questions or varia

classify the most divergent from the coherent ones.

The statistical analysis of data on the micro

variables reflected, by and large, negative attitudes. (See Figure: 3

means of these six variables are less than the test value or (3); therefore, the 

data in Figure: 3-1 indicated that the general attitudes of the sample refused 

to classify themselves as adherent to subjective and parochial cultures. 

Furthermore, the total orientati

tolerance with Kaddafi's supporters unless they are representing justice, 

Amazigh as a formal language, and the adaptation of liberal democracy 

without adopting it to the Libyan environmental conditions.

Further statistical analysis, as indicated in Table: 3

that the mean differences vary from one variable to another; thus, the larger 

the mean differences, the more negative attitudes towards issues related to 

Means and Standard Deviations on

   Data Source: Same as Table:3
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level analysis did not tell us about the issues that might be 

rejected, moderately or partially by the sample's members. Thus, the focus 

of this subsection will shift from the macro to the micro-level of analysis to 

know what types of cases reflect divergent attitudes. In this regard, the 

one questions or variables will be dealt with separately so we can 

classify the most divergent from the coherent ones. 

The statistical analysis of data on the micro-level showed that only six 

variables reflected, by and large, negative attitudes. (See Figure: 3

these six variables are less than the test value or (3); therefore, the 

1 indicated that the general attitudes of the sample refused 

to classify themselves as adherent to subjective and parochial cultures. 

Furthermore, the total orientations of this study opposed federalism, 

tolerance with Kaddafi's supporters unless they are representing justice, 

Amazigh as a formal language, and the adaptation of liberal democracy 

without adopting it to the Libyan environmental conditions. 

tical analysis, as indicated in Table: 3-3, demonstrated 

that the mean differences vary from one variable to another; thus, the larger 

the mean differences, the more negative attitudes towards issues related to 

Figure: 3-1 

Means and Standard Deviations on the Micro-Level of Analysis

: Same as Table:3- 1. 
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level analysis did not tell us about the issues that might be 

rejected, moderately or partially by the sample's members. Thus, the focus 

level of analysis to 

know what types of cases reflect divergent attitudes. In this regard, the 

bles will be dealt with separately so we can 

level showed that only six 

variables reflected, by and large, negative attitudes. (See Figure: 3-1) The 

these six variables are less than the test value or (3); therefore, the 

1 indicated that the general attitudes of the sample refused 

to classify themselves as adherent to subjective and parochial cultures. 

ons of this study opposed federalism, 

tolerance with Kaddafi's supporters unless they are representing justice, 

Amazigh as a formal language, and the adaptation of liberal democracy 

3, demonstrated 

that the mean differences vary from one variable to another; thus, the larger 

the mean differences, the more negative attitudes towards issues related to  

Level of Analysis 
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Attitudes towards the Available Political Systems for the New Libya

Data Source: Same as Table:3- 1

 

the democratic transition in the new Libya. The negative attitudes in the

sample were less than the tested value (3). Therefore, there are six different 

cases regarding democratic transition that the sample's members have 

rejected. 

To confirm the previous conclusion, we should investigate the "t" 

values and the level of signifi

the "t" value indicated that the difference between the average means and 

the test values is considerable on the one hand

is less than 0.05 (p > 0.05) on the other

cases related to subjective culture (

and federalism (-20.8458), respectively. It means that the attitudes towards 

such issues are less than the average mean or the tested value and below the 

accepted level of significance (p > 0.05); therefore, we can conclude that 

the general attitudes towards democratic transition in the new Libya are 

positive, except for these five issues: 

• Subjective Culture

• Parochial Culture

• Federalism  

Mixed
14%

do not care
5%

Missing data
13
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Figure: 3-2 

Attitudes towards the Available Political Systems for the New Libya

1. 

the democratic transition in the new Libya. The negative attitudes in the

sample were less than the tested value (3). Therefore, there are six different 

cases regarding democratic transition that the sample's members have 

To confirm the previous conclusion, we should investigate the "t" 

values and the level of significance, as shown in Table: 3-3. The status of 

the "t" value indicated that the difference between the average means and 

is considerable on the one hand and the level of significance 

.05 (p > 0.05) on the other. The "t" values are the highest in 

cases related to subjective culture (-31.4543), parochial culture (

20.8458), respectively. It means that the attitudes towards 

such issues are less than the average mean or the tested value and below the 

ed level of significance (p > 0.05); therefore, we can conclude that 

the general attitudes towards democratic transition in the new Libya are 

positive, except for these five issues:  

Subjective Culture 

Parochial Culture 

Parlementary
18%

prisendency
29%

Assembly
21%

Missing data
13%
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Attitudes towards the Available Political Systems for the New Libya 

 

the democratic transition in the new Libya. The negative attitudes in the 

sample were less than the tested value (3). Therefore, there are six different 

cases regarding democratic transition that the sample's members have 

To confirm the previous conclusion, we should investigate the "t" 

3. The status of 

the "t" value indicated that the difference between the average means and 

and the level of significance 

re the highest in 

31.4543), parochial culture (-27.9606), 

20.8458), respectively. It means that the attitudes towards 

such issues are less than the average mean or the tested value and below the 

ed level of significance (p > 0.05); therefore, we can conclude that 

the general attitudes towards democratic transition in the new Libya are 
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• Tolerance with Kaddafi's

• Amazigh Language

Another split issue concerns the best political regime for Libya. 

Figure: 3-2 shows no agreement on the chosen political system. The 

presidential system was the priority for more than one quarter (29%) of the 

respondents. The Assembly (21%), parliamentary (18%), and the mixed 

presidential-parliamentary (or semi

systems (14%) were selected as the second, third, and fourth best available 

regimes for Libya, respectively. Nevertheless, many 

confused about the best political systems for the new Libya. While 18% of 

the respondents are not sure about the best political system for Libya (5%), 

the others did not answer the question due to their lack of knowledge in this 

regard (13%). The split attitudes towards the available political systems for 

the new Libya are mainly due to the low level of cognition and the impact 

of political Islam, which adopts a different model of the political system. 

Many respondents argued that they woul

system instead of the current political systems emphasized by the 

questionnaire of this study.

By the end of the micro

analyze the impact of other variables on the attitudes towa

transition in the new Libya. As far as the influence of controlling variables 

is concerned on the micro

differences are reported as follows: 

1. T-test for equalit

different (p > 0.05) in their attitudes towards democratic transition in 

the new Libya in nine cases: legitimacy, political parties pluralism, 

judiciary independence, Amazigh language, conciliation, a policy 

buying weapons, a policy of reconstruction, rotation of power, and 

Kaddafi encouragement of tribes versus tribes. The levels of support 

were higher among females on four issues: legitimacy, Amazigh 

language, a policy of reconstruction, and the encourage

tribalism. Nevertheless, the males were more supportive of the other 
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Tolerance with Kaddafi's Supporters 

Amazigh Language 

Another split issue concerns the best political regime for Libya. 

2 shows no agreement on the chosen political system. The 

presidential system was the priority for more than one quarter (29%) of the 

Assembly (21%), parliamentary (18%), and the mixed 

parliamentary (or semi-presidential political system

systems (14%) were selected as the second, third, and fourth best available 

regimes for Libya, respectively. Nevertheless, many respondents were 

confused about the best political systems for the new Libya. While 18% of 

the respondents are not sure about the best political system for Libya (5%), 

the others did not answer the question due to their lack of knowledge in this 

%). The split attitudes towards the available political systems for 

the new Libya are mainly due to the low level of cognition and the impact 

of political Islam, which adopts a different model of the political system. 

Many respondents argued that they would prefer the Islamic political 

system instead of the current political systems emphasized by the 

questionnaire of this study. 

By the end of the micro-level section, we will attempt to describe and 

analyze the impact of other variables on the attitudes towards democratic 

transition in the new Libya. As far as the influence of controlling variables 

is concerned on the micro-level of analysis, it is noticeable that significant 

differences are reported as follows: (See the data of Table: 3-3)

test for equality of means showed that males were significantly 

different (p > 0.05) in their attitudes towards democratic transition in 

the new Libya in nine cases: legitimacy, political parties pluralism, 

judiciary independence, Amazigh language, conciliation, a policy 

buying weapons, a policy of reconstruction, rotation of power, and 

Kaddafi encouragement of tribes versus tribes. The levels of support 

were higher among females on four issues: legitimacy, Amazigh 

language, a policy of reconstruction, and the encourage

tribalism. Nevertheless, the males were more supportive of the other 
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Another split issue concerns the best political regime for Libya. 

2 shows no agreement on the chosen political system. The 

presidential system was the priority for more than one quarter (29%) of the 

Assembly (21%), parliamentary (18%), and the mixed 

political system) political 

systems (14%) were selected as the second, third, and fourth best available 

respondents were 

confused about the best political systems for the new Libya. While 18% of 

the respondents are not sure about the best political system for Libya (5%), 

the others did not answer the question due to their lack of knowledge in this 

%). The split attitudes towards the available political systems for 

the new Libya are mainly due to the low level of cognition and the impact 

of political Islam, which adopts a different model of the political system. 

d prefer the Islamic political 

system instead of the current political systems emphasized by the 

level section, we will attempt to describe and 

rds democratic 

transition in the new Libya. As far as the influence of controlling variables 

level of analysis, it is noticeable that significant 

3) 

y of means showed that males were significantly 

different (p > 0.05) in their attitudes towards democratic transition in 

the new Libya in nine cases: legitimacy, political parties pluralism, 

judiciary independence, Amazigh language, conciliation, a policy of 

buying weapons, a policy of reconstruction, rotation of power, and 

Kaddafi encouragement of tribes versus tribes. The levels of support 

were higher among females on four issues: legitimacy, Amazigh 

language, a policy of reconstruction, and the encouragement of 

tribalism. Nevertheless, the males were more supportive of the other 



94 
 The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 
Kashiem  

Democratic Arab Center 

 

 

five cases: parties' pluralism, judiciary independence, conciliation, a 

policy of buying weapons, and rotation of power.

2. Additionally, there are different levels of support betwee

and employees at an acceptable level of significance (p > 0.05) 

regarding twenty-

constitution, citizens' welfare, Islam, freedom of religions, parties 

pluralism, rotation of power, international obli

ownership, judiciary independence, parochial and subjective cultures, 

tribalism, Amazigh language, conciliation, tolerance, disarmament, 

injured revolutionaries, reconstruction policy, re

policy towards Africa, Russia 

3. The ratio of issues that reflect significant differences reached its pike 

within the framework of 

cases (or 70%) reflected different patterns of attitudes among the 

respondents from Western, Eastern, and Southern parts of Libya. The 

most prominent issues that reflect significant differences (at a level of 

.000) are obedience, s

parochial and subjective cultures, and disarmament. Nevertheless, 

crucial issues did not report significant differences, particularly in 

national cohesion, participation culture, and political tolerance. 

4. The attitudes towards democratic transition according to education 

levels (high school and university levels) indicated that nine issues 

were statistically significant (p > 0.05), and they are parochial, 

subjective culture, support, disarmament, citizen welfare, 

equity, Islam, and human rights.

5. Singles and married respondents significantly varied in their attitudes 

towards democratic transition regarding one

mentioned in the first questionnaire. These issues represented the three 

functional levels of political culture, and they are obedience, 

legitimacy, technocrat, constitution, citizens’ 

religion, rotation of power, international obligation, judiciary 

independence, parochial and subjective cultures, tribalism, 

disarmament, and re
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five cases: parties' pluralism, judiciary independence, conciliation, a 

policy of buying weapons, and rotation of power. 

Additionally, there are different levels of support betwee

and employees at an acceptable level of significance (p > 0.05) 

-three issues: obedience, support, technocrat, 

constitution, citizens' welfare, Islam, freedom of religions, parties 

pluralism, rotation of power, international obligation, private 

ownership, judiciary independence, parochial and subjective cultures, 

tribalism, Amazigh language, conciliation, tolerance, disarmament, 

injured revolutionaries, reconstruction policy, re-evaluation of foreign 

policy towards Africa, Russia and China. 

The ratio of issues that reflect significant differences reached its pike 

within the framework of the regional variable; therefore, twenty

cases (or 70%) reflected different patterns of attitudes among the 

respondents from Western, Eastern, and Southern parts of Libya. The 

most prominent issues that reflect significant differences (at a level of 

.000) are obedience, support, legitimacy, technocrat, federalism, 

parochial and subjective cultures, and disarmament. Nevertheless, 

crucial issues did not report significant differences, particularly in 

national cohesion, participation culture, and political tolerance. 

itudes towards democratic transition according to education 

levels (high school and university levels) indicated that nine issues 

were statistically significant (p > 0.05), and they are parochial, 

subjective culture, support, disarmament, citizen welfare, 

equity, Islam, and human rights. 

Singles and married respondents significantly varied in their attitudes 

towards democratic transition regarding one-third of the cases 

mentioned in the first questionnaire. These issues represented the three 

onal levels of political culture, and they are obedience, 

nocrat, constitution, citizens’ welfare, freedom of 

religion, rotation of power, international obligation, judiciary 

independence, parochial and subjective cultures, tribalism, 

mament, and re-evaluation of Libyan foreign policy. 
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five cases: parties' pluralism, judiciary independence, conciliation, a 

Additionally, there are different levels of support between students 

and employees at an acceptable level of significance (p > 0.05) 

three issues: obedience, support, technocrat, 

constitution, citizens' welfare, Islam, freedom of religions, parties 

gation, private 

ownership, judiciary independence, parochial and subjective cultures, 

tribalism, Amazigh language, conciliation, tolerance, disarmament, 

evaluation of foreign 

The ratio of issues that reflect significant differences reached its pike 

; therefore, twenty-nine 

cases (or 70%) reflected different patterns of attitudes among the 

respondents from Western, Eastern, and Southern parts of Libya. The 

most prominent issues that reflect significant differences (at a level of 

upport, legitimacy, technocrat, federalism, 

parochial and subjective cultures, and disarmament. Nevertheless, 

crucial issues did not report significant differences, particularly in 

national cohesion, participation culture, and political tolerance.  

itudes towards democratic transition according to education 

levels (high school and university levels) indicated that nine issues 

were statistically significant (p > 0.05), and they are parochial, 

subjective culture, support, disarmament, citizen welfare, liberty, 

Singles and married respondents significantly varied in their attitudes 

third of the cases 

mentioned in the first questionnaire. These issues represented the three 

onal levels of political culture, and they are obedience, 

welfare, freedom of 

religion, rotation of power, international obligation, judiciary 

independence, parochial and subjective cultures, tribalism, 
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6. The data of this study 

one-third of the issues at a significant level (p > 0.0

political support system, technocrats, pluralism, rotation of p

international obligations, human rights, private ownership, judiciary 

independence, parochial and subjective cultures, tribalism, conciliation, 

middle-class role in the revolution, disarmament, rebuilding Libya, and 

re-evaluation of Libyan foreign p

7. Finally, according to the income variable, significant differences (p > 

0.05) were reported between the different income levels in the 

following issues: obedience, support, rotation of powers, parochial and 

subjective cultures, and tribalism.

By the end of this sub

aspects of the previous statistical analysis. As far as the positive attitudes 

towards democratic transition in the new Libya are concerned, one might 

contribute that to the following factors:

1. The new Libya adopted since the early months of the February 

Revolution a Constitutional Declaration that recognized the rights and 

duties of Libyans in a transitional democratic country; therefore, the 

Libyans were involved for the first time since 1969 in a

processes that recognized their rights and obligations as good citizens. 

These new shifts in the political process resulted in different political 

attitudes that make citizens feel they are worthy, and they can show 

differences in real poli

2. When Libya was involved in a new transitional democratic process in 

2011, people did not view themselves as belonging to parochial or 

subjective cultures. However, they view themselves as good citizens 

and participants in every aspect of Libya'

3. People can make the differences in the democratic political system 

rather than authoritarian regimes; thus, people naturally support 

democracy and reject dictatorship, and in this regard, Libyans are not 

an exception to this rule. 

4. Since political culture involves the levels of cognition, effectiveness, 

and evaluation, it is noticeable that globalization and the revolutions 

in communications and information influenced and changed attitudes 
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The data of this study also emphasized a generation gap in more than 

third of the issues at a significant level (p > 0.05). T

political support system, technocrats, pluralism, rotation of p

international obligations, human rights, private ownership, judiciary 

independence, parochial and subjective cultures, tribalism, conciliation, 

class role in the revolution, disarmament, rebuilding Libya, and 

evaluation of Libyan foreign policy. 

Finally, according to the income variable, significant differences (p > 

0.05) were reported between the different income levels in the 

following issues: obedience, support, rotation of powers, parochial and 

subjective cultures, and tribalism. 

end of this sub-section, we should mention the qualitative 

aspects of the previous statistical analysis. As far as the positive attitudes 

towards democratic transition in the new Libya are concerned, one might 

contribute that to the following factors: 

new Libya adopted since the early months of the February 

Revolution a Constitutional Declaration that recognized the rights and 

duties of Libyans in a transitional democratic country; therefore, the 

Libyans were involved for the first time since 1969 in a

processes that recognized their rights and obligations as good citizens. 

These new shifts in the political process resulted in different political 

attitudes that make citizens feel they are worthy, and they can show 

differences in real political life. 

When Libya was involved in a new transitional democratic process in 

2011, people did not view themselves as belonging to parochial or 

subjective cultures. However, they view themselves as good citizens 

and participants in every aspect of Libya's post-Kaddafi era.

People can make the differences in the democratic political system 

rather than authoritarian regimes; thus, people naturally support 

democracy and reject dictatorship, and in this regard, Libyans are not 

an exception to this rule.  

e political culture involves the levels of cognition, effectiveness, 

and evaluation, it is noticeable that globalization and the revolutions 

in communications and information influenced and changed attitudes 
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emphasized a generation gap in more than 

5). They include 

political support system, technocrats, pluralism, rotation of powers, 

international obligations, human rights, private ownership, judiciary 

independence, parochial and subjective cultures, tribalism, conciliation, 

class role in the revolution, disarmament, rebuilding Libya, and 

Finally, according to the income variable, significant differences (p > 

0.05) were reported between the different income levels in the 

following issues: obedience, support, rotation of powers, parochial and 

section, we should mention the qualitative 

aspects of the previous statistical analysis. As far as the positive attitudes 

towards democratic transition in the new Libya are concerned, one might 

new Libya adopted since the early months of the February 

Revolution a Constitutional Declaration that recognized the rights and 

duties of Libyans in a transitional democratic country; therefore, the 

Libyans were involved for the first time since 1969 in actual political 

processes that recognized their rights and obligations as good citizens. 

These new shifts in the political process resulted in different political 

attitudes that make citizens feel they are worthy, and they can show 

When Libya was involved in a new transitional democratic process in 

2011, people did not view themselves as belonging to parochial or 

subjective cultures. However, they view themselves as good citizens 

Kaddafi era. 

People can make the differences in the democratic political system 

rather than authoritarian regimes; thus, people naturally support 

democracy and reject dictatorship, and in this regard, Libyans are not 

e political culture involves the levels of cognition, effectiveness, 

and evaluation, it is noticeable that globalization and the revolutions 

in communications and information influenced and changed attitudes 
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in favor of overthrowing dictatorship and suppor

Here, the Libyan people are not an exception to these changes. The 

media called the Youths, who communicate through the social 

networks in the Spring Revolutions countries, the generation of 

Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube. 

5. The new political system indicated by the constitutional declaration is 

a new option for the Libyan people; therefore, their attitudes until now 

are positive and creative. The positive political attitudes in the post

Kaddafi era have spilled over, but they will not necess

the new political elites and leaders violate consistently democratic 

values and principles. 

However, the sample's attitudes were negative toward matters that 

affect democratic transition in the new Libya. Issues that affect their role as

active citizens in politics are an example in this regard e. g. parochial and 

subjective cultures, or questions that affect national identity and unity, e.g., 

federalism, tolerance with Kaddafi's strong supporters before punishing 

them for their crimes, a

attitudes did not affect the overall patterns of total or general attitudes, they 

might be contributing to the following reasons:

1. When Kaddafi’s regime suppressed the will of the Libyan people 

during the years 1969

subjective. Later, the Libyans enjoyed transitional democracy; 

therefore, they viewed themselves as good citizens and active 

participants in the political process that would establish a new entity 

governed by law and institutions. This shift in the Libyan attitudes 

resulted in positive feelings towards democratic transition and 

negative orientations towards parochial and subject

2. Although the separatist or federalist movement represents a minority 

in the Eastern part of Libya, most of the sample rejected federalism as 

a political option for the new Libya on the ground that Libyans are 

more homogeneous and share histor

them cohesive and unified rather than disintegrated.

3. As an official language, the Amazigh is also rejected by a large 

portion of the sample. Many respondents argue that the Amazigh 
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in favor of overthrowing dictatorship and supporting democracy. 

Here, the Libyan people are not an exception to these changes. The 

media called the Youths, who communicate through the social 

networks in the Spring Revolutions countries, the generation of 

Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.  

l system indicated by the constitutional declaration is 

a new option for the Libyan people; therefore, their attitudes until now 

are positive and creative. The positive political attitudes in the post

Kaddafi era have spilled over, but they will not necessarily continue if 

the new political elites and leaders violate consistently democratic 

values and principles.  

However, the sample's attitudes were negative toward matters that 

affect democratic transition in the new Libya. Issues that affect their role as

active citizens in politics are an example in this regard e. g. parochial and 

subjective cultures, or questions that affect national identity and unity, e.g., 

federalism, tolerance with Kaddafi's strong supporters before punishing 

them for their crimes, and Amazigh language. Although these negative 

attitudes did not affect the overall patterns of total or general attitudes, they 

might be contributing to the following reasons: 

When Kaddafi’s regime suppressed the will of the Libyan people 

during the years 1969-2011, they viewed themselves as parochial and 

subjective. Later, the Libyans enjoyed transitional democracy; 

therefore, they viewed themselves as good citizens and active 

participants in the political process that would establish a new entity 

governed by law and institutions. This shift in the Libyan attitudes 

resulted in positive feelings towards democratic transition and 

negative orientations towards parochial and subjective cultures.

Although the separatist or federalist movement represents a minority 

in the Eastern part of Libya, most of the sample rejected federalism as 

a political option for the new Libya on the ground that Libyans are 

more homogeneous and share history and values that should keep 

them cohesive and unified rather than disintegrated. 

As an official language, the Amazigh is also rejected by a large 

portion of the sample. Many respondents argue that the Amazigh 
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ting democracy. 

Here, the Libyan people are not an exception to these changes. The 

media called the Youths, who communicate through the social 

networks in the Spring Revolutions countries, the generation of 

l system indicated by the constitutional declaration is 

a new option for the Libyan people; therefore, their attitudes until now 

are positive and creative. The positive political attitudes in the post-

arily continue if 

the new political elites and leaders violate consistently democratic 

However, the sample's attitudes were negative toward matters that 

affect democratic transition in the new Libya. Issues that affect their role as 

active citizens in politics are an example in this regard e. g. parochial and 

subjective cultures, or questions that affect national identity and unity, e.g., 

federalism, tolerance with Kaddafi's strong supporters before punishing 

nd Amazigh language. Although these negative 

attitudes did not affect the overall patterns of total or general attitudes, they 

When Kaddafi’s regime suppressed the will of the Libyan people 

2011, they viewed themselves as parochial and 

subjective. Later, the Libyans enjoyed transitional democracy; 

therefore, they viewed themselves as good citizens and active 

participants in the political process that would establish a new entity 

governed by law and institutions. This shift in the Libyan attitudes 

resulted in positive feelings towards democratic transition and 

ive cultures. 

Although the separatist or federalist movement represents a minority 

in the Eastern part of Libya, most of the sample rejected federalism as 

a political option for the new Libya on the ground that Libyans are 

y and values that should keep 

As an official language, the Amazigh is also rejected by a large 

portion of the sample. Many respondents argue that the Amazigh 
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constitutes a small portion of the population

However, the Libyan people should be more open to learning a 

foreign language, e.g., 

skills for the job market. Some of Kaddafi's strong supporters used 

different available means to suppress the

punish their crimes against humanity for political and security 

reasons; therefore, the general attitude refused to tolerate them unless 

justice took its course. 

4. Liberal democracy is a successful model in Western countries, but it 

not necessarily a good model for the new Libya; thus, the general 

attitudes reject it due to the different environmental conditions that 

distinguish one political system from another. Thus, it is not the 

democracy that was rejected by the majority of th

majority rejected the copied liberal democracy as a model. 

Libyan Attitudes: Continuity and Change

A literature review reveals that while individual belief in the political 

system is characterized by continuity on the one hand

attitudes do change overtime on the other hand. For example, an empirical 

study (Cole and Kinsaid, 2006) concluded that: "… there has been a long

term decline in the public's support for the federal government and a 

corresponding increase in support of national authorities, especially local 

governments." 

 Practically, individuals interact with their internal and external 

milieu due to the continuing revolutions in the area of industrialization, 

communication, and information. The glob

where individuals can meet and communicate smoothly. As far as the scope 

of individuals' value systems is concerned,

global, regional, and state regimes? The early establishment of individuals' 

value systems begins with the childhood era and continues to be developed 

and crystallized later on. Once individuals reach the stage of maturity, their 

value system becomes largely more stable and can predict from their 

attitudes and intention toward political a

56
 - Value system is a synonym for belief system (
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constitutes a small portion of the population (less than 10%). 

However, the Libyan people should be more open to learning a 

foreign language, e.g., English, which upgrades and improve their 

skills for the job market. Some of Kaddafi's strong supporters used 

different available means to suppress the Revolution. They did not 

punish their crimes against humanity for political and security 

reasons; therefore, the general attitude refused to tolerate them unless 

justice took its course.  

Liberal democracy is a successful model in Western countries, but it 

not necessarily a good model for the new Libya; thus, the general 

attitudes reject it due to the different environmental conditions that 

distinguish one political system from another. Thus, it is not the 

democracy that was rejected by the majority of the sample, but the 

majority rejected the copied liberal democracy as a model. 

Libyan Attitudes: Continuity and Change 

A literature review reveals that while individual belief in the political 

is characterized by continuity on the one hand it is noticeable that 

attitudes do change overtime on the other hand. For example, an empirical 

study (Cole and Kinsaid, 2006) concluded that: "… there has been a long

term decline in the public's support for the federal government and a 

rease in support of national authorities, especially local 

Practically, individuals interact with their internal and external 

milieu due to the continuing revolutions in the area of industrialization, 

communication, and information. The globe has become a small village 

where individuals can meet and communicate smoothly. As far as the scope 

of individuals' value systems is concerned,
56

 is it more influenced by 

global, regional, and state regimes? The early establishment of individuals' 

ystems begins with the childhood era and continues to be developed 

and crystallized later on. Once individuals reach the stage of maturity, their 

value system becomes largely more stable and can predict from their 

attitudes and intention toward political and non-political issues. 

                                                           
Value system is a synonym for belief system (See Conway and Frigert, 1971): 93. 
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(less than 10%). 

However, the Libyan people should be more open to learning a 

upgrades and improve their 

skills for the job market. Some of Kaddafi's strong supporters used 

evolution. They did not 

punish their crimes against humanity for political and security 

reasons; therefore, the general attitude refused to tolerate them unless 

Liberal democracy is a successful model in Western countries, but it is 

not necessarily a good model for the new Libya; thus, the general 

attitudes reject it due to the different environmental conditions that 

distinguish one political system from another. Thus, it is not the 

e sample, but the 

majority rejected the copied liberal democracy as a model.  

A literature review reveals that while individual belief in the political 

it is noticeable that 

attitudes do change overtime on the other hand. For example, an empirical 

study (Cole and Kinsaid, 2006) concluded that: "… there has been a long-

term decline in the public's support for the federal government and a 

rease in support of national authorities, especially local 

Practically, individuals interact with their internal and external 

milieu due to the continuing revolutions in the area of industrialization, 

e has become a small village 

where individuals can meet and communicate smoothly. As far as the scope 

s it more influenced by 

global, regional, and state regimes? The early establishment of individuals' 

ystems begins with the childhood era and continues to be developed 

and crystallized later on. Once individuals reach the stage of maturity, their 

value system becomes largely more stable and can predict from their 

political issues. 
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Furthermore, we cannot only describe and analyze individuals as national 

and global actors but also anticipate their behavior by examining their 

belief systems and sub-

  In short, a value system means an enduring belief t

particular mode of conduct or end

socially preferable to alternative patterns of political behavior. Thus, the 

value system reflects a standard of motives, wants, actions, attitudes, and 

intentions, which may justify and rationalize individuals' national and 

global political behavior. (Conway and Frigert, 1971: 93). However, the 

focus in this section will be on various aspects of continuity and change 

regarding Libyan public opinion.

Continuity of the Libyan

 Libyan attitudes in the post

continuity and change. Despite the methodological difficulty of measuring 

the variables of continuity and change, the data in Table: 3

dimensions of continuity and four elements of change.

the focus will be on the following aspects of continuity: (see Table: 3

� Disarmament 

� Building Libya 

� Constitution  

� Libya for all 

� Political Parties Conflicts

� Federalism 

The spread of weapons among terrorists, militant groups as well as 

civilians since the Kaddafi regime opened a weapon stack is the most 

salient dilemma that disturbs politicians, elites, NGOs, and Libyan people. 

General and youth attitudes support official

disarm militant groups that threaten the stability and national security. The 

data in Tables: 3-5 and 3

4.60) between 2012 and 2016. 

57
 - By comparing the means (SPSS 19), ten variables are identified as having equal or non

at a significant level less than (0.005). Accordi

the continuity status on the one hand, and variables with different means indicate change aspects on the 

other hand.  
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Furthermore, we cannot only describe and analyze individuals as national 

and global actors but also anticipate their behavior by examining their 

-systems.  

In short, a value system means an enduring belief t

particular mode of conduct or end-state of existence is personally and 

socially preferable to alternative patterns of political behavior. Thus, the 

value system reflects a standard of motives, wants, actions, attitudes, and 

ay justify and rationalize individuals' national and 

global political behavior. (Conway and Frigert, 1971: 93). However, the 

focus in this section will be on various aspects of continuity and change 

regarding Libyan public opinion. 

Continuity of the Libyan Attitudes:  

Libyan attitudes in the post-Kaddafi era reflect different aspects of 

continuity and change. Despite the methodological difficulty of measuring 

the variables of continuity and change, the data in Table: 3-4

ity and four elements of change.
57

 In this sub

the focus will be on the following aspects of continuity: (see Table: 3

Political Parties Conflicts 

The spread of weapons among terrorists, militant groups as well as 

civilians since the Kaddafi regime opened a weapon stack is the most 

salient dilemma that disturbs politicians, elites, NGOs, and Libyan people. 

General and youth attitudes support official and non-official efforts to 

disarm militant groups that threaten the stability and national security. The 

5 and 3-6 show that the means are almost stable at (4.48 

4.60) between 2012 and 2016.  

                                                           
By comparing the means (SPSS 19), ten variables are identified as having equal or non

at a significant level less than (0.005). Accordingly, variables with equal-semi-equal means have reflected 

the continuity status on the one hand, and variables with different means indicate change aspects on the 

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany  

Page 98 

Furthermore, we cannot only describe and analyze individuals as national 

and global actors but also anticipate their behavior by examining their 

In short, a value system means an enduring belief that either a 

state of existence is personally and 

socially preferable to alternative patterns of political behavior. Thus, the 

value system reflects a standard of motives, wants, actions, attitudes, and 

ay justify and rationalize individuals' national and 

global political behavior. (Conway and Frigert, 1971: 93). However, the 

focus in this section will be on various aspects of continuity and change 

Kaddafi era reflect different aspects of 

continuity and change. Despite the methodological difficulty of measuring 

4 indicates six 

In this sub-section, 

the focus will be on the following aspects of continuity: (see Table: 3-4) 

The spread of weapons among terrorists, militant groups as well as 

civilians since the Kaddafi regime opened a weapon stack is the most 

salient dilemma that disturbs politicians, elites, NGOs, and Libyan people. 

official efforts to 

disarm militant groups that threaten the stability and national security. The 

6 show that the means are almost stable at (4.48 - 

By comparing the means (SPSS 19), ten variables are identified as having equal or non-equal means 

equal means have reflected 

the continuity status on the one hand, and variables with different means indicate change aspects on the 



99 
 The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 
Kashiem  

Democratic Arab Center 

 

 

There is also a continuity of positive att

building the new Libya post

remained almost the same in 2016 (4.48) compared with 2012. Thus, the 

Libyans agree that the era of the R

democratic transformation and state

the Interim Nevertheless Constitutional Declaration spells out the process 

of building the new Libya as a civil country of institutions and democracy.

Furthermore, the data in Table: 3

constitution are almost identical in 2016 (4.16) compared with the year 

2012 (4.79). Although the elected Constitutional Committee in 2014 failed 

to adopt a final balanced draft, Libyan attitudes still reflect positive aspects 

of a potential constitution. Corruption and politicizing the process of its 

task resulted in disagreement on the final draft of Libya's constitution. 

Despite the slogan mentioned during the early stages of the February 

Revolution based on pro and anti

emphasize continuity aspects as far as the thesis of Libya for all is 

concerned. The means in 2016 (4.05) and 2012 (4.33) are almost identical 

here. The Libyan attitudes toward a united country remained positive 

regardless of instability and division of power between Libya's Eastern and 

Western regions.   

Libyan political parties’ immaturity and ideological conflicts since the 

early process of democratic transformation resulted in apathetic attitudes; 

therefore, the comparatively 

(3.63) are almost equal. Although there is no democracy without political 

parties, Libyans are disappointed regarding the role of immature secular 

and Political Islamic parties.

  Finally, the negative attitudes towards federalism are a continuous 

process in 2016 compared with 2012. Opposition to federalism, especially 

in the Western part of Libya, is a salient orientation in 2016 compared with 

2012. The decline of the means from (2

2016 is due to the nature of the sample. While the sample of 2012 reflected 

the national level, the sample of 2016 indicated the 
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There is also a continuity of positive attitudes regarding the process of 

building the new Libya post-Kaddafi. The means of Libyan attitudes 

remained almost the same in 2016 (4.48) compared with 2012. Thus, the 

yans agree that the era of the Revolution is over, and a new process of 

ransformation and state-building is taking off. In this regard, 

the Interim Nevertheless Constitutional Declaration spells out the process 

of building the new Libya as a civil country of institutions and democracy.

Furthermore, the data in Table: 3-4 indicates that the means of a 

constitution are almost identical in 2016 (4.16) compared with the year 

2012 (4.79). Although the elected Constitutional Committee in 2014 failed 

to adopt a final balanced draft, Libyan attitudes still reflect positive aspects 

potential constitution. Corruption and politicizing the process of its 

task resulted in disagreement on the final draft of Libya's constitution. 

Despite the slogan mentioned during the early stages of the February 

Revolution based on pro and anti-loyalists, the data in Table: 3

emphasize continuity aspects as far as the thesis of Libya for all is 

concerned. The means in 2016 (4.05) and 2012 (4.33) are almost identical 

here. The Libyan attitudes toward a united country remained positive 

tability and division of power between Libya's Eastern and 

Libyan political parties’ immaturity and ideological conflicts since the 

early process of democratic transformation resulted in apathetic attitudes; 

therefore, the comparatively means in the years 2016 (3.35) and 2012 

(3.63) are almost equal. Although there is no democracy without political 

parties, Libyans are disappointed regarding the role of immature secular 

and Political Islamic parties. 

Finally, the negative attitudes towards federalism are a continuous 

process in 2016 compared with 2012. Opposition to federalism, especially 

in the Western part of Libya, is a salient orientation in 2016 compared with 

2012. The decline of the means from (2.16) to (1.45) in the years 2012 and 

2016 is due to the nature of the sample. While the sample of 2012 reflected 

the national level, the sample of 2016 indicated the semi regional level. 
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itudes regarding the process of 

Kaddafi. The means of Libyan attitudes 

remained almost the same in 2016 (4.48) compared with 2012. Thus, the 

evolution is over, and a new process of 

building is taking off. In this regard, 

the Interim Nevertheless Constitutional Declaration spells out the process 

of building the new Libya as a civil country of institutions and democracy. 

ates that the means of a 

constitution are almost identical in 2016 (4.16) compared with the year 

2012 (4.79). Although the elected Constitutional Committee in 2014 failed 

to adopt a final balanced draft, Libyan attitudes still reflect positive aspects 

potential constitution. Corruption and politicizing the process of its 

task resulted in disagreement on the final draft of Libya's constitution.  

Despite the slogan mentioned during the early stages of the February 

ts, the data in Table: 3-4 

emphasize continuity aspects as far as the thesis of Libya for all is 

concerned. The means in 2016 (4.05) and 2012 (4.33) are almost identical 

here. The Libyan attitudes toward a united country remained positive 

tability and division of power between Libya's Eastern and 

Libyan political parties’ immaturity and ideological conflicts since the 

early process of democratic transformation resulted in apathetic attitudes; 

means in the years 2016 (3.35) and 2012 

(3.63) are almost equal. Although there is no democracy without political 

parties, Libyans are disappointed regarding the role of immature secular 

Finally, the negative attitudes towards federalism are a continuous 

process in 2016 compared with 2012. Opposition to federalism, especially 

in the Western part of Libya, is a salient orientation in 2016 compared with 

.16) to (1.45) in the years 2012 and 

2016 is due to the nature of the sample. While the sample of 2012 reflected 

regional level. 
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However, the negative attitudes towards federalism have been consiste

over time. 

 
 
 
Change of the Libyan Attitudes,
  The data of this chapter also

attitudes concerning the following themes:

� Building Democracy

� Tolerance 

Attitudes Continuity and Change in Libya Post

 Mean 

in 2012

Disarmament 4.482 

Building Libya 4.431 

Building Demo 2.927 

Tolerance 3.836 

Constitution 4.795 

Libya for all 4.326 

Human Rights 4.798 

Gender Equity 4.843 

Political Parties 3.630 

Federalism 2.158 

Data Source: Sameas Table: 3-1.

Means and Standard Deviation on the Macro

 

Macro Attitudes 

State Building 

Social Peace 

Displaced People 

Future Variable 

Data Source: Sameas Table: 3-1.
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However, the negative attitudes towards federalism have been consiste

Change of the Libyan Attitudes, 
of this chapter also indicate four aspects of changing 

attitudes concerning the following themes: 

Building Democracy 

 

Table: 3-4  

Attitudes Continuity and Change in Libya Post-Kaddafi

in 2012 
Mean 

in 2016 
Std. Deviation 

in 2012 
Std. Deviation 

in 2016 
 4.60 .892 .822 

 4.48 .761 .738 

 4.28 1.295 .883 

 4.19 1.197 .945 

 4.16 .530 .972 

 4.05 1.012 .887 

 3.83 .505 1.134 

 3.56 .418 1.305 

 3.35 1.369 1.112 

 1.45 1.318 .955 

1. 

Table: 3-5 

Means and Standard Deviation on the Macro-Level of Analysis
Descriptive Statistics 

Mean Std. Deviation 

136.8940 15.26699 

19.6180 3.13556 

36.4160 5.65109 

69.3200 9.63906 

11.5400 2.71351 

1. 
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However, the negative attitudes towards federalism have been consistent 

indicate four aspects of changing 

Kaddafi 

Std. Deviation  
Status 
continuity 

continuity 

change 

change 

continuity 

continuity 

change 

change 

continuity 

continuity 

Level of Analysis 

N 

500 

500 

500 

500 

500 
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One-Sample Test: Macro Level of Analysis

Data Source: Sameas Table: 3-1.

 

� Human Rights 

� Gender Equity 

Libyan attitudes towards building democracy and tolerance changed 

from disagreement and apathetic orientations in 2012 (2.93 and 3.836, 

respectively) into supportive feelings in 2016 (4.28 and 4.19). The 

dictatorship regime is a nightmare for many L

attitudes towards Libya's democratic transformation have become more 

positive. Despite instability, tribalism, separatist demands, and immature 

political parties, democracy is the only way to build Libya as a civil and 

institutional country. 

Tolerance with Kaddafi loyalists is emphasized for the common 

interest and to establish democracy. Since the Libyan attitudes agree that 

Libya is for all; thus, tolerance orientation is a requirement for building a 

country of law, democracy, and

positive attitudes toward building the new democracy, which can 

accommodate all Libyans on the one hand

Finally, there is a noticeable decline in agreement regarding the 

support of human rights and gender equity. The data 

shows that the general attitudes toward human rights and gender equity 

changed from agreement to apathetic orientations; therefore, the average 

 t df 

   

Macro 

Attitudes 

24.744 499 

State 

Building 

32.932 499 

Social 

Peace 

25.387 499 

Displaced 

People 

7.702 499 

Future 

Variable 

20.931 499 
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Table: 3-6 

Sample Test: Macro Level of Analysis 

1. 

Libyan attitudes towards building democracy and tolerance changed 

from disagreement and apathetic orientations in 2012 (2.93 and 3.836, 

respectively) into supportive feelings in 2016 (4.28 and 4.19). The 

dictatorship regime is a nightmare for many Libyans; therefore, their 

attitudes towards Libya's democratic transformation have become more 

positive. Despite instability, tribalism, separatist demands, and immature 

political parties, democracy is the only way to build Libya as a civil and 

Tolerance with Kaddafi loyalists is emphasized for the common 

interest and to establish democracy. Since the Libyan attitudes agree that 

Libya is for all; thus, tolerance orientation is a requirement for building a 

country of law, democracy, and institutions. There is a link between the 

positive attitudes toward building the new democracy, which can 

ate all Libyans on the one hand and tolerance on the other hand.  

Finally, there is a noticeable decline in agreement regarding the 

of human rights and gender equity. The data of this chapter

shows that the general attitudes toward human rights and gender equity 

changed from agreement to apathetic orientations; therefore, the average 

 Sig. (2-

tailed) 

Mean 

Difference 

95% Confidence 

Interval of the 

Difference 

  Lower 

.000 16.89400 15.5526 

.000 4.61800 4.3425 

.000 6.41600 5.9195 

.000 3.32000 2.4731 

.000 2.54000 2.3016 
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Libyan attitudes towards building democracy and tolerance changed 

from disagreement and apathetic orientations in 2012 (2.93 and 3.836, 

respectively) into supportive feelings in 2016 (4.28 and 4.19). The 

ibyans; therefore, their 

attitudes towards Libya's democratic transformation have become more 

positive. Despite instability, tribalism, separatist demands, and immature 

political parties, democracy is the only way to build Libya as a civil and 

Tolerance with Kaddafi loyalists is emphasized for the common 

interest and to establish democracy. Since the Libyan attitudes agree that 

Libya is for all; thus, tolerance orientation is a requirement for building a 

institutions. There is a link between the 

positive attitudes toward building the new democracy, which can 

and tolerance on the other hand.   

Finally, there is a noticeable decline in agreement regarding the 

of this chapter also 

shows that the general attitudes toward human rights and gender equity 

changed from agreement to apathetic orientations; therefore, the average 

  

Test 

Values 

Upper  

18.2354 120 

4.8935 15 

6.9125 30 

4.1669 66 

2.7784 9 
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means declined from 4.80 and 4.84 to 3.83 and 3

However, human rights and gender equity have been politicized by political 

elites since 2011. Although the legislative body and the constitutional 

committee include men and women in their membership, corruption 

widespread does not exclud

Civil war, civilian causalities, and non

adversaries resulted in the de

used as a slogan by governmental and non

the national, regional, and global leve

external milieus decreased support for human rights and gender equity 

issues. 

Conclusion 

  This study aims to narrow down the literature gap regarding the 

political culture's status in Libya post

dictatorship into transitional democracy that reflected the outcomes of what 

has been known as the Arab Spring Revolutions. Three revolutions resulted 

in the collapse of authoritarian regimes and the spread of the fourth wave of 

democracy in our contemporary world. Thus, the second decade of the 

2000s ended the era of Kaddafi’s dictatorship that lasted more than four 

decades (1969-to-2011) on the one hand and witnessed the beginning of a 

democratic transition in the new Libya on the other

 Generally, public opinion studies assert that the time factor affects 

peoples' attitudes, which might shift their orientations from agreement into 

disagreement or from positive and negative positions 

Libyan public opinion st

study observes different aspects of continuity and changes regarding 

Libyan public opinion. As far as the results of this study are concerned, one 

might summarize them in the following points:

1. The authoritarian regime suppressed the freedom of the Libyan people 

since the coup d’état

58
 According to Huntington (1991), three waves of democracy exist in our contemp

end of the 2000s, one might argue that the Arab Spring R

democracy.  
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means declined from 4.80 and 4.84 to 3.83 and 3.56, respectively. 

However, human rights and gender equity have been politicized by political 

elites since 2011. Although the legislative body and the constitutional 

committee include men and women in their membership, corruption 

widespread does not exclude anyone. 

Civil war, civilian causalities, and non-neutrality among the 

adversaries resulted in the de-emphasis of human rights issues frequently 

used as a slogan by governmental and non-governmental organizations on 

the national, regional, and global levels. In short, the changing internal and 

external milieus decreased support for human rights and gender equity 

This study aims to narrow down the literature gap regarding the 

political culture's status in Libya post-Kaddafi, which transferred from a 

dictatorship into transitional democracy that reflected the outcomes of what 

has been known as the Arab Spring Revolutions. Three revolutions resulted 

in the collapse of authoritarian regimes and the spread of the fourth wave of 

y in our contemporary world. Thus, the second decade of the 

2000s ended the era of Kaddafi’s dictatorship that lasted more than four 

2011) on the one hand and witnessed the beginning of a 

democratic transition in the new Libya on the other hand.
58

 

Generally, public opinion studies assert that the time factor affects 

peoples' attitudes, which might shift their orientations from agreement into 

disagreement or from positive and negative positions or apathetic feelings. 

Libyan public opinion studies are no exception to this rule; therefore, this 

study observes different aspects of continuity and changes regarding 

Libyan public opinion. As far as the results of this study are concerned, one 

might summarize them in the following points: 

itarian regime suppressed the freedom of the Libyan people 

coup d’état of 1969 when Kaddafi came to power. The 

                                                           
(1991), three waves of democracy exist in our contemporary world. By the 

ght argue that the Arab Spring Revolutions represent the fourth wave of 
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.56, respectively. 

However, human rights and gender equity have been politicized by political 

elites since 2011. Although the legislative body and the constitutional 

committee include men and women in their membership, corruption 

neutrality among the 

emphasis of human rights issues frequently 

governmental organizations on 

ls. In short, the changing internal and 

external milieus decreased support for human rights and gender equity 

This study aims to narrow down the literature gap regarding the 

transferred from a 

dictatorship into transitional democracy that reflected the outcomes of what 

has been known as the Arab Spring Revolutions. Three revolutions resulted 

in the collapse of authoritarian regimes and the spread of the fourth wave of 

y in our contemporary world. Thus, the second decade of the 

2000s ended the era of Kaddafi’s dictatorship that lasted more than four 

2011) on the one hand and witnessed the beginning of a 

Generally, public opinion studies assert that the time factor affects 

peoples' attitudes, which might shift their orientations from agreement into 

apathetic feelings. 

udies are no exception to this rule; therefore, this 

study observes different aspects of continuity and changes regarding 

Libyan public opinion. As far as the results of this study are concerned, one 

itarian regime suppressed the freedom of the Libyan people 

of 1969 when Kaddafi came to power. The 

orary world. By the 

the fourth wave of 
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Kaddafi regime carried out extensive political socialization processes 

that negatively affected the different functional levels of Liby

political culture.
59

 

2. A democratic transition process began in Libya after the February 

Revolution in 2011. The Constitutional Declaration, issued on August 

3, 2011, adopted a road map that identified the political process in 

Libya post-Kaddafi era. The L

accountable and transparent. However, efforts to adopt a permanent 

constitution since 2011 have failed (by 

3. Libyan attitudes towards democratic transition reflected generally 

positive aspects of the macro and

4. Libyan attitudes have shifted from parochial and subjective cultures 

that were dominant during the Kaddafi era into participation culture 

since the February Revolution.

5. National identity becomes the priority in Libya post

6. The Libyan peoples' positive attitudes towards democratic transition 

are not obsolete; therefore, negative orientations are recorded when 

parochial and subjective cultures, national identity, liberal democracy, 

federalism, and the necessity for trans

7. Positive and negative attitudes towards democratic transition in the 

new Libya are not identical; thus, different levels of support and 

opposition are reported on the macro and micro levels.

8. No significant differences were not

controlled (gender type, age, education, income, social status, 

occupation, and place of living) on the macro

9. There was a significant difference recorded on the micro

analysis regarding gender typ

occupation, and place of living variables, mainly due to the various 

levels of support among the respondents in the sample. 

59
 To remain in power Kaddafi regime did all it could to end the 

political regime. Italy, during the Berlusconi era, concluded in 2008 a treaty with the Kaddafi regime that 

involved political and economic cooperation; for further information in this regard, see the author: 

(Kashiem, 2010) 
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Kaddafi regime carried out extensive political socialization processes 

that negatively affected the different functional levels of Liby

 

A democratic transition process began in Libya after the February 

Revolution in 2011. The Constitutional Declaration, issued on August 

3, 2011, adopted a road map that identified the political process in 

Kaddafi era. The Libyan election in July 2012 was 

accountable and transparent. However, efforts to adopt a permanent 

constitution since 2011 have failed (by September 2022).

Libyan attitudes towards democratic transition reflected generally 

positive aspects of the macro and micro-levels of analysis.

Libyan attitudes have shifted from parochial and subjective cultures 

that were dominant during the Kaddafi era into participation culture 

since the February Revolution. 

National identity becomes the priority in Libya post-Kaddafi

The Libyan peoples' positive attitudes towards democratic transition 

are not obsolete; therefore, negative orientations are recorded when 

parochial and subjective cultures, national identity, liberal democracy, 

federalism, and the necessity for transitional justice are involved.

Positive and negative attitudes towards democratic transition in the 

new Libya are not identical; thus, different levels of support and 

opposition are reported on the macro and micro levels. 

No significant differences were noticed when the seven variables were 

controlled (gender type, age, education, income, social status, 

occupation, and place of living) on the macro-level of analysis.

There was a significant difference recorded on the micro

analysis regarding gender type, age, education, income, social status, 

occupation, and place of living variables, mainly due to the various 

levels of support among the respondents in the sample.  

                                                           
To remain in power Kaddafi regime did all it could to end the international embargo against his 

g the Berlusconi era, concluded in 2008 a treaty with the Kaddafi regime that 

involved political and economic cooperation; for further information in this regard, see the author: 
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10. The democratic transition that Libya post

only variable that re

therefore, further studies to explore that are required.

11. Libyan attitudes in the post

different aspects of continuity and change and simultaneously positive 

and negative orientations.

12. Few issues reflected negative attitudes in the 2012 and 2016 

questionnaires, such as federalism as a political choice for Libya post

Kaddafi. 

13. Libyan attitudes are affected by variables such as state

social peace, refugees and displa

of Libya,  

14.  The relationship between the Libyan attitudes as the dependent 

variable, state-building, social peace, refugees and displaced peoples 

conditions, and the future of Libya as independent variables are 

significant at the acceptable level of less than 0.005.

15.  While the impact of controlling variables on the macro

analysis is insignificant, only the gender variable is salient at the 

micro-level.   

16.  Six aspects of Libyan attitudes continuity are indicated, and they 

represent the following issues: 

•    Disarmament 

• Building Libya

• Constitution  

• Libya for all 

• Political Parties Conflicts

• Federal System

17.  Moreover, four cases reflect changing Libyan attitudes, and they 

are:  

• Building Democracy

•    Political Tolerance 

• Human Rights

• Gender Equity
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different aspects of continuity and change and simultaneously positive 

orientations. 

Few issues reflected negative attitudes in the 2012 and 2016 

questionnaires, such as federalism as a political choice for Libya post

Libyan attitudes are affected by variables such as state

social peace, refugees and displaced peoples conditions, and the future 

The relationship between the Libyan attitudes as the dependent 

building, social peace, refugees and displaced peoples 
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While the impact of controlling variables on the macro

analysis is insignificant, only the gender variable is salient at the 

Six aspects of Libyan attitudes continuity are indicated, and they 

represent the following issues:  

 

Building Libya 

Political Parties Conflicts 

Federal System 

Moreover, four cases reflect changing Libyan attitudes, and they 
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Human Rights 
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The previous findings support, by and large, the underlying general 

hypothesis on the one side and reject the null hypothesis on the other side. 

A positive relationship between a democratic transition in Libya and 

attitudes is approved statistically. 

dynamic in character; therefore, different issues have changed or continued 

to exist. Nevertheless, systematic and consistent empirical studies are in 

great demand to examine the developments and changes in Libya a

Arab spring countries.
60

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

60
 Although the concept of Arab spring refers to the geopolit

since 2010, some analysts misread the dramatic changes in the 

concept misleading simply because it means for him replacing the Arab national identity with the Islamic 

identity. (for more details, see Bannerman, 2013

the Arab spring countries does not mea

Islamism will continue even though the Muslim brotherhood formed practically the first governments in 

Tunisia and Egypt as well. 
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The previous findings support, by and large, the underlying general 

hypothesis on the one side and reject the null hypothesis on the other side. 

A positive relationship between a democratic transition in Libya and 

attitudes is approved statistically. Furthermore, the Libyan public opinion is 

dynamic in character; therefore, different issues have changed or continued 

to exist. Nevertheless, systematic and consistent empirical studies are in 

great demand to examine the developments and changes in Libya a
60

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

Although the concept of Arab spring refers to the geopolitical changes that occurred in the Arab W

since 2010, some analysts misread the dramatic changes in the region and consider the Arab S

concept misleading simply because it means for him replacing the Arab national identity with the Islamic 

see Bannerman, 2013) Observers can notice that the rise of political Islam in 

the Arab spring countries does not mean the end of history; therefore, secularism versus political 

will continue even though the Muslim brotherhood formed practically the first governments in 
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Abstract 

 We may not exaggerate if one says Libya is a tribal political system, 

and it will continue to be so unless it is built as a country of law and 

institutions. Tribes' goal, as a civil society organization, is to carry out the 

interests of their members at so

social role does not necessarily 

tribal opportunistic political portrayal may affect Libya’s futur

suffered a severe Crisis since 2014. The Libyan tribalism 

simultaneously dealt with as dependent and independent variables to 

examine its political influence. 

This chapter examines the political influence of tribalism at the 

micro and macro levels of analysis. On the micro

are noticed towards the idea of statehood compared with tribalism. On the 

macro level, tribalism reflected internal and external dimensions. 

Internally, tribes act as civil society organizations aiming to protect private 

interests. The political vacuum makes t

jeopardizing what remains of the statehood entity. Externally, foreign 

countries have exploited tribalism for their interests, e.g., Egypt and 

France. Finally, while the current tribal political role will continue in the 

short term, things will change for the worst or the best in the long term.

Keywords: Tribes, City

Resolution, and External Intervention.

Introduction 

 Tribes are usually social umbrellas in developing countries. In this 

regard, Libya is not an exception to the crucial social role of tribes. 

However, clans have involved political and military appearance during the 

era of resisting colonialism; therefore, 

influence since the anti

tribalism continued in Libya after independence on December 24, 1951. 
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We may not exaggerate if one says Libya is a tribal political system, 

and it will continue to be so unless it is built as a country of law and 

institutions. Tribes' goal, as a civil society organization, is to carry out the 

interests of their members at social and political levels. However, the tribal 

necessarily contradict the statehood idea. However, 

tribal opportunistic political portrayal may affect Libya’s futur

risis since 2014. The Libyan tribalism 

simultaneously dealt with as dependent and independent variables to 

examine its political influence.  

This chapter examines the political influence of tribalism at the 

micro and macro levels of analysis. On the micro-level, positive attitudes 

noticed towards the idea of statehood compared with tribalism. On the 

macro level, tribalism reflected internal and external dimensions. 

Internally, tribes act as civil society organizations aiming to protect private 

interests. The political vacuum makes tribalism more opportunistic, 

jeopardizing what remains of the statehood entity. Externally, foreign 

countries have exploited tribalism for their interests, e.g., Egypt and 

France. Finally, while the current tribal political role will continue in the 

term, things will change for the worst or the best in the long term.

: Tribes, City-states, Regions, Statehood, Political Role, Conflict 

Resolution, and External Intervention. 

Tribes are usually social umbrellas in developing countries. In this 

regard, Libya is not an exception to the crucial social role of tribes. 

However, clans have involved political and military appearance during the 

era of resisting colonialism; therefore, they have inherited political 

influence since the anti-colonial movement in 1911. The political effect of 

tribalism continued in Libya after independence on December 24, 1951. 
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The impact of tribes at the Libyan political level increased during the 

Kaddafi era because he politicized tribal differences

The political role of clans in Libya post

during the February Revolution in 2011. Due to instability, fragility, and 

internal war in Libya since 2011, a poli

has existed. Clans and external countries have used political instability and 

vacuum efficiently. According to the Netherlands Institute of International 

Relations, “tribes proved to be stable social institutions that pr

Libyans with support, protection, and services.” (CRU Policy Brief, 2019)

 The literature review reveals that scholarly attention to the tribal 

political role in Libya goes back to the late 1970s when John Davis 

examined the assumption of tribal pol

Davis has focused on Ajdabiya and Kufra as a case study to investigate the 

validity of his hypothesis regarding a tribal political role in Libya. (Davis, 

1978) Although tribes have shown a political influence and resiste

colonialism, Vandewalle (2008) argues that Kaddafi had used tribalism as a 

political means to legitimatize his regime since 1969. Peters's (1990) 

concern was on the role of Bedouin in Cyrenaica from personal and power 

aspects; thus, his focus was beyond 

The historical development of tribalism and regionalism is another 

focus of some scholars. Nesic and Showaia (2012) examined the roles of 

city-states and tribes in the Libya C

Mattes (2008) confirms that the 

been a fact since Kaddafi came to power in 1969. Since the social function 

of tribes’ concerns historians and sociologists, political scientists are more 

61
- A survey conducted in 2013 (in Arabic) demonstrates that most r

as one tribe. However, when it came to Kaddafi's use of tribes for political reasons, the respondents split 

in their attitudes between support (52.6 %), rejections (42.0 %), and no opinions (5.4 %). See this regard 

in Arabic (Kashiem, 2013: 223
contradict tribalism because it is one big tribe. Nevertheless, when it comes to politicizing the role of 

tribes, the respondent orientations have reflected a divisi

2019 in Arabic) 
62

 - Kaddafi has successfully widened 

spread what is known as tent culture and Bedouin singing instead of city culture and Andal

"muwashahats." 
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The impact of tribes at the Libyan political level increased during the 

era because he politicized tribal differences
61

 versus his opponents.

The political role of clans in Libya post-Kaddafi increased noticeably 

during the February Revolution in 2011. Due to instability, fragility, and 

internal war in Libya since 2011, a political vacuum and penetration crisis 

has existed. Clans and external countries have used political instability and 

vacuum efficiently. According to the Netherlands Institute of International 

Relations, “tribes proved to be stable social institutions that pr

Libyans with support, protection, and services.” (CRU Policy Brief, 2019)

The literature review reveals that scholarly attention to the tribal 

political role in Libya goes back to the late 1970s when John Davis 

examined the assumption of tribal politics in the Eastern part of Libya. 

Davis has focused on Ajdabiya and Kufra as a case study to investigate the 

validity of his hypothesis regarding a tribal political role in Libya. (Davis, 

1978) Although tribes have shown a political influence and resiste

colonialism, Vandewalle (2008) argues that Kaddafi had used tribalism as a 

political means to legitimatize his regime since 1969. Peters's (1990) 

concern was on the role of Bedouin in Cyrenaica from personal and power 

aspects; thus, his focus was beyond tribalism.
62

 

The historical development of tribalism and regionalism is another 

focus of some scholars. Nesic and Showaia (2012) examined the roles of 

states and tribes in the Libya Crisis from a historical perspective. 

Mattes (2008) confirms that the social and political influence of tribes has 

been a fact since Kaddafi came to power in 1969. Since the social function 

concerns historians and sociologists, political scientists are more 

                                                           
A survey conducted in 2013 (in Arabic) demonstrates that most respondents (86.3 %) perceive Libya 

as one tribe. However, when it came to Kaddafi's use of tribes for political reasons, the respondents split 

in their attitudes between support (52.6 %), rejections (42.0 %), and no opinions (5.4 %). See this regard 

223). Accordingly, the Libyans feel that Libya, as a country, does not 

contradict tribalism because it is one big tribe. Nevertheless, when it comes to politicizing the role of 

tribes, the respondent orientations have reflected a division of pro and anti-Kaddafi regimes. (See 

Kaddafi has successfully widened the Bedouin culture in cities such as Tripoli. Thus, his regime 

ent culture and Bedouin singing instead of city culture and Andal
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risis from a historical perspective. 

social and political influence of tribes has 

been a fact since Kaddafi came to power in 1969. Since the social function 

concerns historians and sociologists, political scientists are more 

espondents (86.3 %) perceive Libya 

as one tribe. However, when it came to Kaddafi's use of tribes for political reasons, the respondents split 

in their attitudes between support (52.6 %), rejections (42.0 %), and no opinions (5.4 %). See this regard 

). Accordingly, the Libyans feel that Libya, as a country, does not 
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concerned with the tribal political dimension. (See Denni

1987; Husken, 2012; Doha, 2013; Lacher, 2019; and Lavrilleux, 2020) 

Libyan and Arab scholars have contributed noticeably to the topic of 

tribalism in Libya. The literature review in the Arabic language indicates 

more focus on social and cu

writings on tribes are considerable compared to academic contributions in 

Arabic. However, this study will focus on some scholars in the Arabic 

language. This study focuses on the most recent publications on the p

of tribalism in Libya post

tribalism was used to defend the Kaddafi regime in 2011. Consequently, 

some tribes lined up to Kaddafi while others stood against him. (Boutaleb, 

2011)   

Ouannes (2014), a 

militarism with the tribal system on the one side and tribalism with Libyan 

personality on the other

differences among clans to get the support of influential tribes,

Warfallah and Tarhuna clans, which provided Kaddafi with military power. 

Ouannes argues that interdependency between Libya, North Africa, and the 

Arab world is the rule rather than the exception. According to Ouannes 

(2014), the Kaddafi regime prio

Libya a triad of a tribe, spoil, and conquest. Ouannes have identified four 

factors of the Libyan personality, where tribalism dominated the political 

scene during the Kaddafi era: improvisational behavior, instabilit

migration, predominance, and lack of competition. In short, the tribal 

system has an underdeveloped Libyan economy and transitional 

democracy. Tribes have been the political power during the Kaddafi era 

and continue to dominate the scene after that. 

Furthermore, Al-

statehood is contradictory; thus, tribes cannot be a substitute for the state on 

the one side, and the statehood idea reflects a broader concept on the other 

side. He concluded that "despite the changing authorities in Libya, the 

63
 - This study will use the terms tribes and clans interchangeably since both concepts mean "

organization through ties of actual or perceived kinship.

at https://www.reddit.com/r/AskAnthropology/comments/1mb9wa/whats_the_difference_between_clantribe/
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concerned with the tribal political dimension. (See Dennis, 1985; Davis, 

1987; Husken, 2012; Doha, 2013; Lacher, 2019; and Lavrilleux, 2020) 

Libyan and Arab scholars have contributed noticeably to the topic of 

tribalism in Libya. The literature review in the Arabic language indicates 

more focus on social and cultural than political roles. Informational 

writings on tribes are considerable compared to academic contributions in 

Arabic. However, this study will focus on some scholars in the Arabic 

language. This study focuses on the most recent publications on the p

of tribalism in Libya post-Kaddafi era. Earlier studies mentioned that 

tribalism was used to defend the Kaddafi regime in 2011. Consequently, 

some tribes lined up to Kaddafi while others stood against him. (Boutaleb, 
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migration, predominance, and lack of competition. In short, the tribal 
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and continue to dominate the scene after that. (Ouannes, 2014) 

-Kut argues that the relationship between tribes and 

statehood is contradictory; thus, tribes cannot be a substitute for the state on 
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This study will use the terms tribes and clans interchangeably since both concepts mean "

organization through ties of actual or perceived kinship.” See “what is the difference between clan/tribe?
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Ouannes argues that interdependency between Libya, North Africa, and the 

Arab world is the rule rather than the exception. According to Ouannes 

ritized tribes. Kaddafi pro clans made 

Libya a triad of a tribe, spoil, and conquest. Ouannes have identified four 

factors of the Libyan personality, where tribalism dominated the political 

scene during the Kaddafi era: improvisational behavior, instability and 

migration, predominance, and lack of competition. In short, the tribal 

system has an underdeveloped Libyan economy and transitional 

democracy. Tribes have been the political power during the Kaddafi era 

(Ouannes, 2014)  

Kut argues that the relationship between tribes and 

statehood is contradictory; thus, tribes cannot be a substitute for the state on 

the one side, and the statehood idea reflects a broader concept on the other 

luded that "despite the changing authorities in Libya, the 
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features and the role of the tribe remain as a constant factor.” (See Al

2010 in Arabic) Nevertheless, getting rid of the tribes cannot guarantee the 

establishment of modern Libya. Although Tu

the tribal system, their nationals' resisting behavior toward statehood 

persists.  

The literature review refers to an agreement among scholars 

regarding a tribal political role in Libya since independence in 1951. 

However, the tribal political role remains a controversial issue among 

politicians, public opinion, and scholars. Tribalism in Libya will continue 

to exist alongside the state; thus, a subjective analysis should deal with it as 

a dynamic fact and not as wishful thinkin

more than pursuing a narrow range of interests, e.g., sharing wealth and 

political powers. Thus, clans may treat as civil society organizations or 

even political parties.64 

Nevertheless, the tribal dilemma arises when triba

contradict a national sphere of influence. Cherstich argues that the war on 

Tripoli in April 2019 shows the harmony between the concept of statehood 

and tribalism. Contrary to the thesis of tribal hegemony in Libya, 

governmental and clan forces

"LNA" led by Haftar. Many scholars may exaggerate the dilemma of 

tribalism because there is no contradiction between tribes and statehood in 

the new Libya. (See Cherstich, 2011)

Lacher (2019) argues that "politics in

interplay between tribal politics in the hinterland and urban or ideological 

politics in the big coastal cities." Although ideological politics differentiate 

big coastal cities, as Lacher argues, many individuals in Tripoli 

identified themselves with clans and city

indicates that social function is the main task of the Libyan tribes; however, 

tribes and city-states also play a non

study goes further in this regard: first, it distinguishes between tribes and 

64
 - The Libyan tribes have played political roles 

known as "sheiks" and other wealthy elites have participated in the decision

and national levels.  
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Nevertheless, the tribal dilemma arises when triba

contradict a national sphere of influence. Cherstich argues that the war on 

Tripoli in April 2019 shows the harmony between the concept of statehood 

and tribalism. Contrary to the thesis of tribal hegemony in Libya, 

governmental and clan forces have defeated the Libyan National Army 

"LNA" led by Haftar. Many scholars may exaggerate the dilemma of 

tribalism because there is no contradiction between tribes and statehood in 

the new Libya. (See Cherstich, 2011) 

Lacher (2019) argues that "politics in revolutionary Libya reflect an 

interplay between tribal politics in the hinterland and urban or ideological 

politics in the big coastal cities." Although ideological politics differentiate 

big coastal cities, as Lacher argues, many individuals in Tripoli 

identified themselves with clans and city-states. The reviewed literature 

indicates that social function is the main task of the Libyan tribes; however, 

states also play a non-social role in Libyan politics. This 

this regard: first, it distinguishes between tribes and 
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contradict a national sphere of influence. Cherstich argues that the war on 

Tripoli in April 2019 shows the harmony between the concept of statehood 

and tribalism. Contrary to the thesis of tribal hegemony in Libya, 

have defeated the Libyan National Army 

"LNA" led by Haftar. Many scholars may exaggerate the dilemma of 

tribalism because there is no contradiction between tribes and statehood in 

revolutionary Libya reflect an 
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statehood in Libya; second, it analyzes the political role of clans at the 

micro and macro level of analysis; and third, it deals with tribes as 

dependent and independent variables. The problem is no

affiliation with tribes but with loyalty to tribalism instead of the statehood 

phenomenon. 

Data and Methodology

 The literature review reveals a gap in the writing on the political role 

of tribes in Libya, especially since 2011. This cha

gap on the one hand and use different theoretical frameworks on the other 

hand. Consequently, this chapter will focus on three questions:

Libyan tribes a social umbrella or a political opportunist actor? Is clan 

politics a cause or a result of other

potential scenarios of the Libyan tribes’ politics? 

assumes that tribes have influenced the political process in modern Libya 

since 1952 in general and since February Revolution in 2011 in particular. 

In short, we may deal with tribes once as independent variables and Libyan 

politics as the dependent variable and 

tribes as a cause and as a result simultaneously. Figures: 4

the thesis of this chapter; thus, they show 

and vice versa. Figure: 

interferes with the political role in traditional societies. 

Interference between Tribes' Social and Political Roles

Political 
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Data and Methodology:   

The literature review reveals a gap in the writing on the political role 

of tribes in Libya, especially since 2011. This chapter aims to narrow the 

gap on the one hand and use different theoretical frameworks on the other 

hand. Consequently, this chapter will focus on three questions:

Libyan tribes a social umbrella or a political opportunist actor? Is clan 

ause or a result of other influencing Variables? What are the 

potential scenarios of the Libyan tribes’ politics? Primarily this chapter 

assumes that tribes have influenced the political process in modern Libya 

since 1952 in general and since February Revolution in 2011 in particular. 

In short, we may deal with tribes once as independent variables and Libyan 

as the dependent variable and vice versa. Thus, we may deal with 

tribes as a cause and as a result simultaneously. Figures: 4-

the thesis of this chapter; thus, they show that tribes affect Libya’s C

. Figure: 4-1 assumes that the tribal social dimension 

interferes with the political role in traditional societies.  

Figure: 4-1 

Interference between Tribes' Social and Political Roles

  

Tribes

Social Role
Political 

Role

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany  

Page 111 

statehood in Libya; second, it analyzes the political role of clans at the 

micro and macro level of analysis; and third, it deals with tribes as 

t with Libyans' 

affiliation with tribes but with loyalty to tribalism instead of the statehood 

The literature review reveals a gap in the writing on the political role 

pter aims to narrow the 

gap on the one hand and use different theoretical frameworks on the other 

hand. Consequently, this chapter will focus on three questions: Are the 

Libyan tribes a social umbrella or a political opportunist actor? Is clan 

Variables? What are the 

Primarily this chapter 

assumes that tribes have influenced the political process in modern Libya 

since 1952 in general and since February Revolution in 2011 in particular. 

In short, we may deal with tribes once as independent variables and Libyan 

Thus, we may deal with 

-1 summarizes 

that tribes affect Libya’s Crisis 

t the tribal social dimension 

Interference between Tribes' Social and Political Roles 

 



112 
 The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 
Kashiem  

Democratic Arab Center 

 

 

 In order to examine the validity of the previous hypothesis, we may 

adapt specific theoretical frameworks (e.g., level of analysis); methods 

(e.g., descriptive, analytical, and comparative methods), approaches (e.g., 

scenario, system approaches), and techn

quantitative). As far as the Libyan tribes' politics are concerned, this 

chapter is divided into the following sections and subsections: 

� Concept of Tribe

� Libyan tribal politics 

o The micro-

o Macro levels of an

� Impact of Tribes on Libya’s Political System

� Tribes as Dependent and independent variables

� Scenarios of the Libyan tribal politics

� Conclusion: Results

Concept of Tribe: 

Tribes are a more known phenomenon in developing countries 

compared with develop

countryside and ruler areas compared with metropolitan areas and large 

cities. Individual affiliations in urban areas and large cities and towns are 

directed towards interest groups and civil society inste

states. In developing countries, clans protect their members; thus, they 

operate like a permanent protection shield for their individuals. When an 

individual commits a crime, a tribe usually protect him by a peaceful mean. 

In short, “Al-qabela” “refers to “the methods of social organization through 

the lineage and a common ancestry.” (Ben Lamma, 2017)

Modern political systems may be divided into primary and 

secondary groups. While primary groups depend on blood ties, e.g., 

families and clans, the secondary clusters emphasize common interests as a 

priority, e.g., civil society organizations, interest groups, and political 

parties. However, primary and secondary groups are found side by side in 

all societies, and primary groups may fulfil

65  - This study adopts multi-methods techniques combine between analysis, d
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(e.g., descriptive, analytical, and comparative methods), approaches (e.g., 

scenario, system approaches), and techniques (e.g., qualitative and 

quantitative). As far as the Libyan tribes' politics are concerned, this 

chapter is divided into the following sections and subsections: 

Concept of Tribe 

Libyan tribal politics  

-level of analysis  

Macro levels of analysis 

Impact of Tribes on Libya’s Political System 

Tribes as Dependent and independent variables 

Scenarios of the Libyan tribal politics 

Conclusion: Results 

Tribes are a more known phenomenon in developing countries 

compared with developed nations. Additionally, tribes exist more in the 

countryside and ruler areas compared with metropolitan areas and large 

cities. Individual affiliations in urban areas and large cities and towns are 

directed towards interest groups and civil society instead of tribes and city

states. In developing countries, clans protect their members; thus, they 

operate like a permanent protection shield for their individuals. When an 

individual commits a crime, a tribe usually protect him by a peaceful mean. 

” “refers to “the methods of social organization through 

the lineage and a common ancestry.” (Ben Lamma, 2017) 

Modern political systems may be divided into primary and 

secondary groups. While primary groups depend on blood ties, e.g., 

clans, the secondary clusters emphasize common interests as a 

priority, e.g., civil society organizations, interest groups, and political 

parties. However, primary and secondary groups are found side by side in 

all societies, and primary groups may fulfill political objectives that may 

                                                           
methods techniques combine between analysis, description, comparison, qualitative

,
 and quantitative methods.
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contradict the statehood idea. In short, national interest may be fulfilled 

through secondary clusters and not necessarily primary groups. Tribes' 

membership does not oppose joining secondary organizations, as national 

interest is the priority for citizens. 

Tribes usually solve their difference by peaceful means, e.g., the 

ransom for the dead man. Thus, social activities are the main task of tribes 

in Libya and other developing countries. More Libyans inhabit 

metropolitan and large cities than the ruler and countryside areas. Tribes’ 

affiliations are less appeared in the main cities, such as Tripoli and 

Benghazi, compared with towns in rural areas, e.g., Sirt and Bani Walid.

Libyan Tribal Politics:

 The Pharaohs called the area of the Nile Western valley “Libya” 

after the Libu tribes, which have inhabited this region since ancient history. 

Thus, Libya has been built on tribes, city

Therefore, tribalism has been politicized 

independence.
67

 The colonial countries, such as Italy, Britain, and France, 

did not ignore the political roles of tribalism in Libya since 1911. Political 

elites in the Western region of Libya accepted the demands of the

tribes regarding Libya as a federal system. The leaders of Western Libya 

had agreed on the federal

the Libyan independence in December 1951, king Idress built his 

legitimacy on the tribal social sy

Libya's countryside is a suitable milieu for clans and regionalism. 

There are around three hundred tribes all over Libya. Some tribes are small 

in numbers, and others are substantially huge. A literature review reveals 

that some scholars confuse the term tribe with city

concepts. While the bases of the tribes are families, the essential 

components of the city

cities and towns, e.g., the Western region cons

Tripoli, Misrata, and Zawia. Many scholars have considered the tribes as 

66
 - Despite limited tribal affiliations 

peoples may use their tribes to identify themselves when others ask them to do so.
67

 - The political role and defending Libya against foreign interventions goes back to 1951. See in this 

regard (Ahmida, 2009)) 
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in Libya and other developing countries. More Libyans inhabit 

d large cities than the ruler and countryside areas. Tribes’ 

affiliations are less appeared in the main cities, such as Tripoli and 

Benghazi, compared with towns in rural areas, e.g., Sirt and Bani Walid.

Libyan Tribal Politics: 

The Pharaohs called the area of the Nile Western valley “Libya” 

tribes, which have inhabited this region since ancient history. 

Thus, Libya has been built on tribes, city-states, and regional areas. 

Therefore, tribalism has been politicized since the colonial era and political 

The colonial countries, such as Italy, Britain, and France, 

did not ignore the political roles of tribalism in Libya since 1911. Political 

elites in the Western region of Libya accepted the demands of the

tribes regarding Libya as a federal system. The leaders of Western Libya 

had agreed on the federal-state option to remain the country united. Before 

the Libyan independence in December 1951, king Idress built his 

legitimacy on the tribal social system. (See Ben-Lamma, 2017)

Libya's countryside is a suitable milieu for clans and regionalism. 

There are around three hundred tribes all over Libya. Some tribes are small 

in numbers, and others are substantially huge. A literature review reveals 

scholars confuse the term tribe with city-states and regionalism 

concepts. While the bases of the tribes are families, the essential 

components of the city-states are tribes. Besides, regionalism consists of 

cities and towns, e.g., the Western region consists of major cities like 

Tripoli, Misrata, and Zawia. Many scholars have considered the tribes as 
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eoples may use their tribes to identify themselves when others ask them to do so. 

The political role and defending Libya against foreign interventions goes back to 1951. See in this 
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the main component of Libya. Despite the number of the Libyan tribes, 

some scholar has mentioned the most influential tribes in the three regions 

of Libya as follows: (Ben Lamma, 2017)

• Warfallah (Tripolitania region) 

• Qadhadfa (Tripolitania region)

• Zinten. (Nefoussa Mountain, Arabs)

• Al-Abaidat (Cyrenaica region)

• Al-Awaqir (Cyrenaica region)

• Al-Zuwaya (Cyrenaica region)

• Awlad Sulaiman (in the Fezzan region)

• Magariha (Fezzan region)

• Tebu (Fezzan region)

Of course, the mentioned list did not include all the influential tribes 

in Libya today because other crucial clusters may emphasize. More than 80 

percent of the Libyans are a mixture of Arabs and Amazighs, who

inhabited the country before the Arab tribes came in. For example, there 

are more influential tribes in the Western region of Libya did not mention 

in the previous list, such as:  

• Koroglus (Misrata and Zawia)

• Amazighs (Nefoussa Mountain and Zuwara)

• Tarhuna (Western region)

• Balaza (e.g., Zawia)

• Morabteen “Arab origins” (Western region, such as Zawia and 

Zaliten) 

• Warshafana (Sahel Al

• Al-Machachiya (Nefoussa Mountain, Arabs)

• Al-Kadadfa (Sirt and Fazan)

• Al-Touareges (Fazan region)

• Al-Barahsa (Eastern 

• Al-Fawaker (Eastern region, Ejdabia) 

The political influence of the primarily tribal lists may show through 

their leadership positions, such as ministers
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Qadhadfa (Tripolitania region) 
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Awaqir (Cyrenaica region) 

Zuwaya (Cyrenaica region) 

Awlad Sulaiman (in the Fezzan region) 

Magariha (Fezzan region) 

Tebu (Fezzan region) 

Of course, the mentioned list did not include all the influential tribes 

in Libya today because other crucial clusters may emphasize. More than 80 

percent of the Libyans are a mixture of Arabs and Amazighs, who

inhabited the country before the Arab tribes came in. For example, there 

are more influential tribes in the Western region of Libya did not mention 

in the previous list, such as:   

Koroglus (Misrata and Zawia) 

Amazighs (Nefoussa Mountain and Zuwara) 

na (Western region) 

Balaza (e.g., Zawia) 

Morabteen “Arab origins” (Western region, such as Zawia and 

Warshafana (Sahel Al-Gafara) 

Machachiya (Nefoussa Mountain, Arabs) 

Kadadfa (Sirt and Fazan) 

Touareges (Fazan region) 

Barahsa (Eastern region) 

Fawaker (Eastern region, Ejdabia)  

The political influence of the primarily tribal lists may show through 

their leadership positions, such as ministers, representatives,
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ranking employees. For example, the election law of 2012 and 2014 gave 

the Al-Zinten tribes (around 30

weight than Al-Zawia, whose population is more than 300 thousand 

inhabitants. Al-Zawia is inhabited by 

than some other tribes. In short, some clans aim to maximize their self

benefit regardless of common interests.   

Thus, the Libyan tribal system has played social roles in general and 

exercised political influences in pa

raises the following questions: 

to the involvement of tribes and regions in the decision

The Decision-making process is not only limited to the public po

making stage, but it also includes prior and posts steps, e.g., preparation, 

execution, and follow

involvement of tribes and regions in different stages of the decision

process.
68

 

Despite the integrati

can notice some tribal clusters live side by side in Tripoli and Benghazi, 

e.g., Amazighs. The priority of a newcomer to Tripoli is to live next to 

people from his clan. Tribes cannot always protect their memb

decide to inhabit coastal cities and towns. Joining an interest group or a 

civil society organization is an option for inhabitants of coastal cities and 

towns.   

Alliances and re

resulted in a new phenomenon called city

e.g., Misrata and Zentan. Tribal leaders knew their political influence was 

more prominent on city

common interests navigate tribalism to create allian

versus other tribes and clans.

Impact of Tribes on Libya’s Political System

68
 - Tribal political roles do not restrict only to different stages of the decision

However, it may extend to conflict between tribal loyalty and patriotism. Ironically, tribal representatives 

may bias toward their tribes' interests instead of national priorities.
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ranking employees. For example, the election law of 2012 and 2014 gave 

Zinten tribes (around 30-40 thousand inhabitants) more political 

Zawia, whose population is more than 300 thousand 

Zawia is inhabited by peoples more oriented to statehood 

than some other tribes. In short, some clans aim to maximize their self

benefit regardless of common interests.    

Thus, the Libyan tribal system has played social roles in general and 

exercised political influences in particular. The focus on tribal politics 

raises the following questions: what is tribal politics? Tribal politics refers 

to the involvement of tribes and regions in the decision-making process. 

making process is not only limited to the public po

making stage, but it also includes prior and posts steps, e.g., preparation, 

execution, and follow-up process. Thus, tribal politics means the 

involvement of tribes and regions in different stages of the decision

Despite the integration of newcomers in the big coastal cities, one 

can notice some tribal clusters live side by side in Tripoli and Benghazi, 

e.g., Amazighs. The priority of a newcomer to Tripoli is to live next to 

people from his clan. Tribes cannot always protect their memb

decide to inhabit coastal cities and towns. Joining an interest group or a 

civil society organization is an option for inhabitants of coastal cities and 

Alliances and re-alliances among tribes in particular regions have 

henomenon called city-state politics or regional politics, 

e.g., Misrata and Zentan. Tribal leaders knew their political influence was 

t on city-states and regional levels. Here, loyalty and 

common interests navigate tribalism to create alliances and re

versus other tribes and clans. 

Impact of Tribes on Libya’s Political System 

                                                           
ribal political roles do not restrict only to different stages of the decision

nflict between tribal loyalty and patriotism. Ironically, tribal representatives 

may bias toward their tribes' interests instead of national priorities. 
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 The alliance of tribes resulted in anti

jihad movement in 1911

anti-colonial resistant movement with experts and weapons during the 

Italian colonization period, especially in the years (1911

played a political role during the Kaddafi regime w

means for legitimacy. In this regard, 

deployed a clientelistic system, which distributed posts and privileges to 

loyal clans, to ensure his political survival.

tribes on the Libyan political system may be analyzed according to micro 

and macro analyses. 

Tribes at the micro-level of analysis:

At this level of analysis, it may argue that Libyan citizens may share 

dual feelings, namely, national and tribal orientations. Libya

unified country if there is no conflict between tribal and statehood 

affiliations. However, an identity crisis may exist when tribal attachments 

overcome national orientations. (See Huntington, 1971) A literature review 

reveals that the Libyans are more supportive of national identity and less 

enthusiastic about tribal feelings. Empirical studies during the post

era confirm the existence of national attitudes among the Libyan people. 

However, a small segment of public opinion is more

tribal and non-clans political cultures. (Obeidi, 2001; and Kashiem, 2013 in 

Arabic) 

Since a transitional democracy is a new process for Libyans in the 

post-Kaddafi era; thus, voters in the national elections (2012

cast their votes according to their political parties' identities, candidates' 

charisma or attractiveness, and the nature of issues at that time. 

Nevertheless, candidates whom tribes have supported have won the 

parliamentary elections in 2012 and 2014. Despite the the

distinction between tribal and national variables, it is hard to say that the 

tribal variable did not affect the Libyan elections in 2012

election laws of 2012 and 2014 have divided Libya according to population 

density and geographical

affected the ballots of 2012 and 2014. In short, the Libyan voting behavior 
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The alliance of tribes resulted in anti-Italian colonialism and the 

movement in 1911-1912. The Ottoman state supported the Libyan 

colonial resistant movement with experts and weapons during the 

Italian colonization period, especially in the years (1911-

played a political role during the Kaddafi regime when he used them as a 

means for legitimacy. In this regard, Lavrilleux (2020) said that 

a clientelistic system, which distributed posts and privileges to 

loyal clans, to ensure his political survival.”Consequently, the impact of 

the Libyan political system may be analyzed according to micro 

level of analysis: 

At this level of analysis, it may argue that Libyan citizens may share 

dual feelings, namely, national and tribal orientations. Libya may build as a 

unified country if there is no conflict between tribal and statehood 

affiliations. However, an identity crisis may exist when tribal attachments 

overcome national orientations. (See Huntington, 1971) A literature review 

yans are more supportive of national identity and less 

enthusiastic about tribal feelings. Empirical studies during the post

era confirm the existence of national attitudes among the Libyan people. 

However, a small segment of public opinion is more confused between 

clans political cultures. (Obeidi, 2001; and Kashiem, 2013 in 

Since a transitional democracy is a new process for Libyans in the 

Kaddafi era; thus, voters in the national elections (2012

otes according to their political parties' identities, candidates' 

charisma or attractiveness, and the nature of issues at that time. 

Nevertheless, candidates whom tribes have supported have won the 

parliamentary elections in 2012 and 2014. Despite the the

distinction between tribal and national variables, it is hard to say that the 

tribal variable did not affect the Libyan elections in 2012

election laws of 2012 and 2014 have divided Libya according to population 

density and geographical-tribal variables; therefore, clan variables have 

affected the ballots of 2012 and 2014. In short, the Libyan voting behavior 
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-1912). Tribes 

hen he used them as a 

Lavrilleux (2020) said that “Kaddafi 

a clientelistic system, which distributed posts and privileges to 

Consequently, the impact of 

the Libyan political system may be analyzed according to micro 

At this level of analysis, it may argue that Libyan citizens may share 

may build as a 

unified country if there is no conflict between tribal and statehood 

affiliations. However, an identity crisis may exist when tribal attachments 

overcome national orientations. (See Huntington, 1971) A literature review 

yans are more supportive of national identity and less 

enthusiastic about tribal feelings. Empirical studies during the post-Kaddafi 

era confirm the existence of national attitudes among the Libyan people. 

confused between 

clans political cultures. (Obeidi, 2001; and Kashiem, 2013 in 

Since a transitional democracy is a new process for Libyans in the 

Kaddafi era; thus, voters in the national elections (2012-2014) have 

otes according to their political parties' identities, candidates' 

charisma or attractiveness, and the nature of issues at that time. 

Nevertheless, candidates whom tribes have supported have won the 

parliamentary elections in 2012 and 2014. Despite the theoretical 

distinction between tribal and national variables, it is hard to say that the 

tribal variable did not affect the Libyan elections in 2012-2014. The 

election laws of 2012 and 2014 have divided Libya according to population 

tribal variables; therefore, clan variables have 

affected the ballots of 2012 and 2014. In short, the Libyan voting behavior 
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has reflected a dominant national orientation on the one hand and a partial 

tribal feeling on the other hand.

The Clingendael Insti

local governance and security settlements. The sample size did not exceed 

(144) respondents, but they represent age and gender variables. The survey 

focused on the following question:  "Are you living in a safe

neighborhood within your municipality?"

study regarding the Libyans' attitudes towards the political role of 

tribalism.
70

 

In this regard, the survey has pointed out that (38%) of the 

respondents assumed that the 

legitimate entity in crisis times. Despite the prominent protection role of 

tribes during the Libyan Crisis, the other respondents feel that other non

tribal entities have protected them in this regard. Police force

Haftar forces called by the United Nations as Libyan National Army or 

"LNA" (20%), the Government of National Accord or "GNA" (19%), and 

armed groups (17%) are also crucial protectors for them. In one way or 

another, these three mentioned entities

conclude that almost two

entities as protectors. However, the respondents split their opinions around 

who is more legitimate to protect them. Here, the supporters of the GNA 

(19%), which included police forces (23%) and recognized armed groups 

(17%), have reached together (59%). In short, the sample responses 

regarding who protect them during a crisis are less oriented towards tribes 

on the one hand and are more directed towar

other hand. (See El Kamouni

When the respondents were asked which forces they approved, their 

answers gave priority to the police (90%), elected Municipal Council 

(78%), and tribal forces (68%). Here agai

Municipal Council before they ask for Tribal assistance; thus, one may 

conclude that orientations toward statehood are much stronger than 

69
 - For more details on this survey, 

70
 - See CRU Policy Brief. (2019) "Libyan tribes in the shadows of war and peace."
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has reflected a dominant national orientation on the one hand and a partial 

tribal feeling on the other hand. 

The Clingendael Institute (2019) has surveyed a national sample of 

local governance and security settlements. The sample size did not exceed 

(144) respondents, but they represent age and gender variables. The survey 

focused on the following question:  "Are you living in a safe

neighborhood within your municipality?"
69

 The sample is the most recent 

study regarding the Libyans' attitudes towards the political role of 

In this regard, the survey has pointed out that (38%) of the 

respondents assumed that the tribes are a crucial local protector and 

legitimate entity in crisis times. Despite the prominent protection role of 

tribes during the Libyan Crisis, the other respondents feel that other non

tribal entities have protected them in this regard. Police force

Haftar forces called by the United Nations as Libyan National Army or 

"LNA" (20%), the Government of National Accord or "GNA" (19%), and 

armed groups (17%) are also crucial protectors for them. In one way or 

another, these three mentioned entities are official; therefore, it may 

conclude that almost two-thirds of the respondents (62%) trust non

entities as protectors. However, the respondents split their opinions around 

who is more legitimate to protect them. Here, the supporters of the GNA 

(19%), which included police forces (23%) and recognized armed groups 

(17%), have reached together (59%). In short, the sample responses 

regarding who protect them during a crisis are less oriented towards tribes 

on the one hand and are more directed towards the statehood idea on the 

other hand. (See El Kamouni-Janssen, et.al., 2018) 

When the respondents were asked which forces they approved, their 

answers gave priority to the police (90%), elected Municipal Council 

(78%), and tribal forces (68%). Here again, the respondents seek police and 

Municipal Council before they ask for Tribal assistance; thus, one may 

conclude that orientations toward statehood are much stronger than 

                                                           
For more details on this survey, at https://www.clingendael.org/diversity_security_Libya/

(2019) "Libyan tribes in the shadows of war and peace." 
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has reflected a dominant national orientation on the one hand and a partial 

tute (2019) has surveyed a national sample of 

local governance and security settlements. The sample size did not exceed 

(144) respondents, but they represent age and gender variables. The survey 

focused on the following question:  "Are you living in a safe or dangerous 

The sample is the most recent 

study regarding the Libyans' attitudes towards the political role of 

In this regard, the survey has pointed out that (38%) of the 

tribes are a crucial local protector and 

legitimate entity in crisis times. Despite the prominent protection role of 

tribes during the Libyan Crisis, the other respondents feel that other non-

tribal entities have protected them in this regard. Police forces (23%), 

Haftar forces called by the United Nations as Libyan National Army or 

"LNA" (20%), the Government of National Accord or "GNA" (19%), and 

armed groups (17%) are also crucial protectors for them. In one way or 

are official; therefore, it may 

thirds of the respondents (62%) trust non-tribal 

entities as protectors. However, the respondents split their opinions around 

who is more legitimate to protect them. Here, the supporters of the GNA 

(19%), which included police forces (23%) and recognized armed groups 

(17%), have reached together (59%). In short, the sample responses 

regarding who protect them during a crisis are less oriented towards tribes 

ds the statehood idea on the 

When the respondents were asked which forces they approved, their 

answers gave priority to the police (90%), elected Municipal Council 

n, the respondents seek police and 

Municipal Council before they ask for Tribal assistance; thus, one may 

conclude that orientations toward statehood are much stronger than 

https://www.clingendael.org/diversity_security_Libya/ 
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attitudes towards tribalism. The same thing may be mentioned regarding 

the trust of police and Municipal Council's forces on the one hand and 

tribal forces on the other. Furthermore, more respondents (98%) and (81%) 

trust the police and the Municipal Council enforcement, respectively. The 

level of trust dropped to (78%) when the question

forces. Furthermore, the respondents identified the tribal fighters (22%) as 

a threat to peace in their municipality. In this regard, the Clingendael 

survey data indicates that

 "Tribes tend to protect municipalities from extern

including threats from armed militias, smuggling groups, or 

Islamists. While confrontations are common between tribes and 

armed groups (70%) and between tribes and smuggling groups 

(82%), they are uncommon between tribes and national security 

providers, including the security directorate (6%) and the GNA 

(7%).”  

The data also indicates that the clans' support does not enter into a 

direct conflict with statehood. The social function of tribes does not 

contradict carrying out political tasks when 

members and public institutions is an obligation due to the absence of a 

national government. When a government can authoritatively allocate 

values, we can discuss the opposition between tribes and the statehood 

phenomenon. 

In short, tribal politics at the micro

positive attitudes towards the statehood phenomenon. Some individuals do 

not deny their attachment to the tribal system but trust more local and 

national institutions where their protecti

However, examining individual attitudes towards the subject of tribal 

politics show us one side of the coin; thus, the next section will discuss this 

topic from a macro analysis perspective to see the other side of the story. 

Tribes Politics at a Macro Level of Analysis:

Here the focus shifts from an orientation toward clans to the 

involvement of tribes in state politics. As far as the macro analysis is 
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attitudes towards tribalism. The same thing may be mentioned regarding 

police and Municipal Council's forces on the one hand and 

tribal forces on the other. Furthermore, more respondents (98%) and (81%) 

trust the police and the Municipal Council enforcement, respectively. The 

level of trust dropped to (78%) when the question has directed toward tribal 

forces. Furthermore, the respondents identified the tribal fighters (22%) as 

a threat to peace in their municipality. In this regard, the Clingendael 

survey data indicates that 

"Tribes tend to protect municipalities from external threats, 

including threats from armed militias, smuggling groups, or 

Islamists. While confrontations are common between tribes and 

armed groups (70%) and between tribes and smuggling groups 

(82%), they are uncommon between tribes and national security 

roviders, including the security directorate (6%) and the GNA 

The data also indicates that the clans' support does not enter into a 

direct conflict with statehood. The social function of tribes does not 

contradict carrying out political tasks when needs arise. Protecting tribal 

members and public institutions is an obligation due to the absence of a 

national government. When a government can authoritatively allocate 

values, we can discuss the opposition between tribes and the statehood 

n short, tribal politics at the micro-level of analysis reflect more 

positive attitudes towards the statehood phenomenon. Some individuals do 

not deny their attachment to the tribal system but trust more local and 

national institutions where their protection becomes a political issue. 

However, examining individual attitudes towards the subject of tribal 

politics show us one side of the coin; thus, the next section will discuss this 

topic from a macro analysis perspective to see the other side of the story. 

Tribes Politics at a Macro Level of Analysis: 

Here the focus shifts from an orientation toward clans to the 

involvement of tribes in state politics. As far as the macro analysis is 
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police and Municipal Council's forces on the one hand and 

tribal forces on the other. Furthermore, more respondents (98%) and (81%) 

trust the police and the Municipal Council enforcement, respectively. The 

has directed toward tribal 

forces. Furthermore, the respondents identified the tribal fighters (22%) as 

a threat to peace in their municipality. In this regard, the Clingendael 

al threats, 

including threats from armed militias, smuggling groups, or 

Islamists. While confrontations are common between tribes and 

armed groups (70%) and between tribes and smuggling groups 

(82%), they are uncommon between tribes and national security 

roviders, including the security directorate (6%) and the GNA 

The data also indicates that the clans' support does not enter into a 

direct conflict with statehood. The social function of tribes does not 

needs arise. Protecting tribal 

members and public institutions is an obligation due to the absence of a 

national government. When a government can authoritatively allocate 

values, we can discuss the opposition between tribes and the statehood 

level of analysis reflect more 

positive attitudes towards the statehood phenomenon. Some individuals do 

not deny their attachment to the tribal system but trust more local and 

on becomes a political issue. 

However, examining individual attitudes towards the subject of tribal 

politics show us one side of the coin; thus, the next section will discuss this 

topic from a macro analysis perspective to see the other side of the story.   

Here the focus shifts from an orientation toward clans to the 

involvement of tribes in state politics. As far as the macro analysis is 
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concerned, the impact of tribalism on the political system may lead us to 

focus on the following points: 

� The role of tribes in the February Revolution

� Clans as interest groups

� Benefiting from the tribal system for conflict resolution

� Clans efforts in preserving law and order

� The inclusion of tribes in the state system

� The roles of clans in the decision

� The role of tribes in national reconciliation efforts

� The dilemma of internationalizing the issue of tribes 

To begin with, the February Revolution is not a tribe revolt against 

the Kaddafi regime. However, it is a popular movement that did not 

initially aim to overthrow the Kaddafi regime. Kaddafi corrupted some 

leaders of the major tribes, but he could not do the same with others. Tribes 

besides the army also defended Tripoli in 2019

not bad for Libya, as many scholars and elites hav

look for other causes of failure to build a new Libya. Tribes supported the 

statehood concept when they defended the Government of National Accord 

and expected to do so in the future.

Since interest groups aim to articulate their me

may argue that a tribe is a non

individuals' affiliations and personal interests are two crucial elements in 

joining NGOs. According to group theory, tribes may defend their 

members on one side 

regard, Bentley (1908) argues that groups, such as tribes, may play political 

roles. Although Truman (1971)

have political orientations, their political influence de

participation in the political process. (See Truman, 1971)

The clan's aim as an interest group is to affect different stages of 

decision-making processes. The literature review indicates 

public policy making: 
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concerned, the impact of tribalism on the political system may lead us to 

focus on the following points:  

bes in the February Revolution 

Clans as interest groups 

Benefiting from the tribal system for conflict resolution

Clans efforts in preserving law and order 

The inclusion of tribes in the state system 

The roles of clans in the decision-making process 

le of tribes in national reconciliation efforts 

The dilemma of internationalizing the issue of tribes  

 

To begin with, the February Revolution is not a tribe revolt against 

the Kaddafi regime. However, it is a popular movement that did not 

overthrow the Kaddafi regime. Kaddafi corrupted some 

leaders of the major tribes, but he could not do the same with others. Tribes 

besides the army also defended Tripoli in 2019-2020. In short, Tribes are 

not bad for Libya, as many scholars and elites have argued; thus, one may 

look for other causes of failure to build a new Libya. Tribes supported the 

statehood concept when they defended the Government of National Accord 

and expected to do so in the future. 

Since interest groups aim to articulate their members' interests, it 

may argue that a tribe is a non-governmental organization. 

individuals' affiliations and personal interests are two crucial elements in 

joining NGOs. According to group theory, tribes may defend their 

members on one side and express their concerns on the other. In this 

regard, Bentley (1908) argues that groups, such as tribes, may play political 

Although Truman (1971) emphasizes that groups do not necessarily 

have political orientations, their political influence depends on their 

participation in the political process. (See Truman, 1971)    

The clan's aim as an interest group is to affect different stages of 

making processes. The literature review indicates seven stages of 

public policy making: defining the problem and setting up the agenda, 
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concerned, the impact of tribalism on the political system may lead us to 

Benefiting from the tribal system for conflict resolution 

To begin with, the February Revolution is not a tribe revolt against 

the Kaddafi regime. However, it is a popular movement that did not 

overthrow the Kaddafi regime. Kaddafi corrupted some 

leaders of the major tribes, but he could not do the same with others. Tribes 

2020. In short, Tribes are 

e argued; thus, one may 

look for other causes of failure to build a new Libya. Tribes supported the 

statehood concept when they defended the Government of National Accord 

mbers' interests, it 

governmental organization. Nevertheless, 

individuals' affiliations and personal interests are two crucial elements in 

joining NGOs. According to group theory, tribes may defend their 

and express their concerns on the other. In this 

regard, Bentley (1908) argues that groups, such as tribes, may play political 

emphasizes that groups do not necessarily 

pends on their 

The clan's aim as an interest group is to affect different stages of 

seven stages of 

problem and setting up the agenda, 
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problem analysis, reactions to suggested policy

execution, and evaluation. (See 

Tribes, as an interest group, are more concerned with particular 

decision-making stages than others. 

its members' interests through available means. Tribes may contact political 

parties to aggregate their interest in their national election agenda or 

contact representatives and officials for the same reasons. Howev

have a direct influence on consultations and evaluation stages. 

Nevertheless, they have an indirect impact on the other steps. Tribes may 

contact governmental officials who represent them in different institutions. 

(See Almond and Powell, 1978: 

The tribal system for conflict resolution has approved its 

effectiveness during many disputes all over the country. When formal 

institutions could not deal with dangerous conflicts, the tribal system was 

operational and necessary on time. In some 

conflict resolution did not work immediately. However, it is mostly has 

succeeded in the process of resolving local disputes in peaceful ways. Even 

when police and judicial institutions are operating correctly, the tribal 

system for conflict resolution is still needed because it is adaptable to the 

Libyan environment. 

Tribal efforts in preserving law and order were noticeable, and they 

are encouraged to do it in the future. Tribalism may consider a mediator 

between a central government and non

order require joint efforts of state and non

crucial role in this regard. Since armed groups reflect 

orientation; thus, their leaders and chiefs may mediate successfully in this 

regard.  

Including tribes in the state, the political system is another way to 

build the new Libya. Since clans are more influ

Libyan Crisis may exte

system should include all tribes. The state system includes official and non

official actors, and clans are among the influential actors. Tribes not loyal 

to the February Revolution can contribute to buildin
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reactions to suggested policy, cconsultations

valuation. (See Howlett, 2003) 

Tribes, as an interest group, are more concerned with particular 

making stages than others. Here, a clan's function is to articulate 

its members' interests through available means. Tribes may contact political 

parties to aggregate their interest in their national election agenda or 

contact representatives and officials for the same reasons. Howev

have a direct influence on consultations and evaluation stages. 

Nevertheless, they have an indirect impact on the other steps. Tribes may 

contact governmental officials who represent them in different institutions. 

(See Almond and Powell, 1978: 167-330) 

The tribal system for conflict resolution has approved its 

effectiveness during many disputes all over the country. When formal 

institutions could not deal with dangerous conflicts, the tribal system was 

operational and necessary on time. In some instances, the tribal system for 

conflict resolution did not work immediately. However, it is mostly has 

succeeded in the process of resolving local disputes in peaceful ways. Even 

when police and judicial institutions are operating correctly, the tribal 

ystem for conflict resolution is still needed because it is adaptable to the 

Tribal efforts in preserving law and order were noticeable, and they 

are encouraged to do it in the future. Tribalism may consider a mediator 

government and non-official armed groups. Law and 

order require joint efforts of state and non-state actors, and tribes can play a 

crucial role in this regard. Since armed groups reflect some extent 

orientation; thus, their leaders and chiefs may mediate successfully in this 

Including tribes in the state, the political system is another way to 

build the new Libya. Since clans are more influential than others, the 

risis may extend forever. Thus, any potential stable political 

system should include all tribes. The state system includes official and non

official actors, and clans are among the influential actors. Tribes not loyal 

to the February Revolution can contribute to building the new Libya. The 
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consultations, output, 

Tribes, as an interest group, are more concerned with particular 

Here, a clan's function is to articulate 

its members' interests through available means. Tribes may contact political 

parties to aggregate their interest in their national election agenda or 

contact representatives and officials for the same reasons. However, tribes 

have a direct influence on consultations and evaluation stages. 

Nevertheless, they have an indirect impact on the other steps. Tribes may 

contact governmental officials who represent them in different institutions. 

The tribal system for conflict resolution has approved its 

effectiveness during many disputes all over the country. When formal 

institutions could not deal with dangerous conflicts, the tribal system was 

instances, the tribal system for 

conflict resolution did not work immediately. However, it is mostly has 

succeeded in the process of resolving local disputes in peaceful ways. Even 

when police and judicial institutions are operating correctly, the tribal 

ystem for conflict resolution is still needed because it is adaptable to the 

Tribal efforts in preserving law and order were noticeable, and they 

are encouraged to do it in the future. Tribalism may consider a mediator 

official armed groups. Law and 

state actors, and tribes can play a 

some extent tribal 

orientation; thus, their leaders and chiefs may mediate successfully in this 

Including tribes in the state, the political system is another way to 

ential than others, the 

nd forever. Thus, any potential stable political 

system should include all tribes. The state system includes official and non-

official actors, and clans are among the influential actors. Tribes not loyal 

g the new Libya. The 
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slogan of Libya for all means propositional equal participation of all tribes, 

city-states, and regions in state

Since clans are non

the processes of decision

members. However, decision

decrees, so their loyalty is directed toward statehood, not tribalism. 

Corruption situations are recorded when officials with tribal affiliations 

may be biased toward their clans. However, things are not often black and 

white since the tribes' members in Libya constitute around 80% of the total 

population. The influence of clans on the political system is more effective 

in particular stages, such as reaction,

tribes are influential when their interests are involved and vice versa.

Efforts to build the new Libya have failed since 2011 due to the 

absence of transitional justice and national conciliation. Thus, any serious 

efforts to build Libya must consider the involvement of transitional justice 

and national rapprochement. Consequently, the previous interim 

governments avoided a genuine engagement in transitional justice and 

national conciliation. However, it is never too late 

government to end the problem of not engaging in transitional justice and 

national conciliation processes. Tribal efforts in this regard are crucial due 

to their dedication and experience in transitional justice and national 

conciliation.  

 The final point examined in the macro

of internationalizing tribes and regions. France, the Presidents of 

Tunisia have often stressed the crucial roles of tribal leaders in any 

potential settlement of the Libyan Cris

legitimize its intervention in Libyan internal affairs. Most Libyan clans 

opposed the Egyptian plan. In a tragic show, Mohamed al

called himself the head of the Supreme Council of Sheikhs and Notables, 

requested Egypt to intervene in Libya. He said: "We need Egypt's support 

to expel the Turkish colonist. Egypt uses the tribes

weakened LNA camp

(Lavrilleux, 2020) 
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slogan of Libya for all means propositional equal participation of all tribes, 

states, and regions in state-building efforts.  

Since clans are non-governmental entities; thus, their influence on 

the processes of decision-making is indirect through their affiliated 

members. However, decision-makers and executors respect laws and 

decrees, so their loyalty is directed toward statehood, not tribalism. 

Corruption situations are recorded when officials with tribal affiliations 

sed toward their clans. However, things are not often black and 

white since the tribes' members in Libya constitute around 80% of the total 

population. The influence of clans on the political system is more effective 

in particular stages, such as reaction, execution, and evaluation. Strong 

tribes are influential when their interests are involved and vice versa.

Efforts to build the new Libya have failed since 2011 due to the 

absence of transitional justice and national conciliation. Thus, any serious 

s to build Libya must consider the involvement of transitional justice 

and national rapprochement. Consequently, the previous interim 

governments avoided a genuine engagement in transitional justice and 

national conciliation. However, it is never too late for the Libyan 

government to end the problem of not engaging in transitional justice and 

national conciliation processes. Tribal efforts in this regard are crucial due 

to their dedication and experience in transitional justice and national 

The final point examined in the macro-level analysis is the dilemma 

of internationalizing tribes and regions. France, the Presidents of 

Tunisia have often stressed the crucial roles of tribal leaders in any 

potential settlement of the Libyan Crisis. Egypt has used tribalism to 

legitimize its intervention in Libyan internal affairs. Most Libyan clans 

opposed the Egyptian plan. In a tragic show, Mohamed al-

called himself the head of the Supreme Council of Sheikhs and Notables, 

Egypt to intervene in Libya. He said: "We need Egypt's support 

to expel the Turkish colonist. Egypt uses the tribes “to consolidate the 

weakened LNA camp and contain the Turkish presence in the west.”
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slogan of Libya for all means propositional equal participation of all tribes, 

governmental entities; thus, their influence on 

indirect through their affiliated 

makers and executors respect laws and 

decrees, so their loyalty is directed toward statehood, not tribalism. 

Corruption situations are recorded when officials with tribal affiliations 

sed toward their clans. However, things are not often black and 

white since the tribes' members in Libya constitute around 80% of the total 

population. The influence of clans on the political system is more effective 

execution, and evaluation. Strong 

tribes are influential when their interests are involved and vice versa. 

Efforts to build the new Libya have failed since 2011 due to the 

absence of transitional justice and national conciliation. Thus, any serious 

s to build Libya must consider the involvement of transitional justice 

and national rapprochement. Consequently, the previous interim 

governments avoided a genuine engagement in transitional justice and 

for the Libyan 

government to end the problem of not engaging in transitional justice and 

national conciliation processes. Tribal efforts in this regard are crucial due 

to their dedication and experience in transitional justice and national 

level analysis is the dilemma 

of internationalizing tribes and regions. France, the Presidents of Egypt and 

Tunisia have often stressed the crucial roles of tribal leaders in any 

is. Egypt has used tribalism to 

legitimize its intervention in Libyan internal affairs. Most Libyan clans 

-Misbah, who 

called himself the head of the Supreme Council of Sheikhs and Notables, 

Egypt to intervene in Libya. He said: "We need Egypt's support 

to consolidate the 

and contain the Turkish presence in the west.” 
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The United Nations marginalized the 

early years of the February Revolution because of its social nature on the 

one hand and its focus on Islamist parties as political actors on the other 

hand. However, the use of tribes by King Edress and Kaddafi since 

independence in December 1951 is prominent internationally. Haftar also 

used tribes for political reasons; thus, loyal clans blocked oil production 

and exportation. Haftar uses tribal forces' occupation of oil fields and ports 

as political bargaining versus the G

In short, the macro

politics. Due to methodological and space limitations, this chapter reviewed 

each dimension. The following section deals with tribal politics as a 

dependent and independent variable. 

Tribes as independent and dependent variables:

Tribes play a crucial social function on one side and a political role 

when it is necessary on another side. Micro and macro analyses have 

shown that the Libyan clans have played a political role since independen

in 1951. Furthermore, they are expected to continue to do so in the future. 

Since tribes may treat as independent and dependent variables; thus, the 

focus is on their influence and effectiveness.

Dealing with tribes and clans as dependent variable means

political forces that have politicized their roles, and they may summarize 

the following points: 

1. Libya has suffered from penetr

since the House of Representatives "HoR

Government of Nat

because the newly elected Parliament has moved its headquarters to 

Tobruk. The GNA has also lost control of Eastern and Southern Libya 

alike. The penetration of political Crisis has led to a political vac

that tribes and city-states have used.

2. The Libyan election laws encouraged tribal politics when they adopted 

the rule of a simple majority. The simple majority principle, or the 

individual election system, encouraged individuals without political 

parties' affiliations to compete against each other based on their 
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The United Nations marginalized the political role of tribes in the 

early years of the February Revolution because of its social nature on the 

one hand and its focus on Islamist parties as political actors on the other 

hand. However, the use of tribes by King Edress and Kaddafi since 

dence in December 1951 is prominent internationally. Haftar also 

used tribes for political reasons; thus, loyal clans blocked oil production 

and exportation. Haftar uses tribal forces' occupation of oil fields and ports 

as political bargaining versus the GNA in Tripoli. (Lavrilleux, 2020

In short, the macro-level analysis shows different aspects of tribal 

politics. Due to methodological and space limitations, this chapter reviewed 

each dimension. The following section deals with tribal politics as a 

dependent and independent variable.  

bes as independent and dependent variables: 

Tribes play a crucial social function on one side and a political role 

when it is necessary on another side. Micro and macro analyses have 

shown that the Libyan clans have played a political role since independen

in 1951. Furthermore, they are expected to continue to do so in the future. 

Since tribes may treat as independent and dependent variables; thus, the 

focus is on their influence and effectiveness. 

Dealing with tribes and clans as dependent variable means

political forces that have politicized their roles, and they may summarize 

Libya has suffered from penetration and legitimacy political C

e House of Representatives "HoR" election in 2014. The 

Government of National Accord has lost control of the Eastern region 

because the newly elected Parliament has moved its headquarters to 

Tobruk. The GNA has also lost control of Eastern and Southern Libya 

alike. The penetration of political Crisis has led to a political vac

states have used. 

The Libyan election laws encouraged tribal politics when they adopted 

the rule of a simple majority. The simple majority principle, or the 

individual election system, encouraged individuals without political 

es' affiliations to compete against each other based on their 
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popularity and charisma. Many candidates have adopted plans that 

depend on tribes' support rather than a national agenda that serves 

Libya as a whole. 

3. The Libyan electoral system lacks mature an

parties and non-governmental organizations that may substitute clans in 

favor of Libya. Political parties are a new phenomenon in Libya's post

Kaddafi era because they have hindered being a part of political life 

since independence in

On the other hand, tribes, city

independent variables. In this section, clans are dealt with as a cause, not a 

result. Consequently, tribes are either used to or politicizing their roles. 

Here, three aspects reg

mentioned as follow: 

1. Tribes have created an effective system of conflict resolutions on the 

national and sub-national levels. When official institutions, e.g., the 

judicial system and police, could not solv

tribes’ leaders succeeded in that process. Despite the success and failure 

of tribal leaders in conflict resolutions, their efforts are 

appreciated and supported by politicians and public opinion.

2. Tribes have created a s

within or outside their land control, e.g., 

Thus, tribe members' pro

into the capital Tripoli. 

3. Tribes' alliances led to the establishmen

states. A city-state is closer to the idea of states within one country. 

Cities such as Benghazi and Misrata are good examples, and they may 

have armed forces more than that belonging to the central government 

in Tripoli.    

Scenarios of the Libyan tribal politics:

 There are three scenarios regarding the political roles of clans, city

states, and regions: “business as usual,” optimistic, and pessimistic 

scenarios. The first scenario assumes a continuing mess of the Libyan 
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popularity and charisma. Many candidates have adopted plans that 

depend on tribes' support rather than a national agenda that serves 

The Libyan electoral system lacks mature and developed political 

governmental organizations that may substitute clans in 

favor of Libya. Political parties are a new phenomenon in Libya's post

Kaddafi era because they have hindered being a part of political life 

since independence in 1951.   

 

On the other hand, tribes, city-states, and regions may examine as 

independent variables. In this section, clans are dealt with as a cause, not a 

result. Consequently, tribes are either used to or politicizing their roles. 

Here, three aspects regarding tribes as the independent variable will be 

Tribes have created an effective system of conflict resolutions on the 

national levels. When official institutions, e.g., the 

judicial system and police, could not solve major and minor conflicts, 

tribes’ leaders succeeded in that process. Despite the success and failure 

of tribal leaders in conflict resolutions, their efforts are 

appreciated and supported by politicians and public opinion.

Tribes have created a security system to protect their members either 

e their land control, e.g., Zintan conflict in Tripoli. 

Thus, tribe members' protection had extended beyond Zintan territory 

into the capital Tripoli.  

Tribes' alliances led to the establishment of what is known as city

state is closer to the idea of states within one country. 

Cities such as Benghazi and Misrata are good examples, and they may 

have armed forces more than that belonging to the central government 

arios of the Libyan tribal politics: 

There are three scenarios regarding the political roles of clans, city

states, and regions: “business as usual,” optimistic, and pessimistic 
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Tribes have created an effective system of conflict resolutions on the 

national levels. When official institutions, e.g., the 

e major and minor conflicts, 

tribes’ leaders succeeded in that process. Despite the success and failure 

of tribal leaders in conflict resolutions, their efforts are highly 

appreciated and supported by politicians and public opinion. 

ecurity system to protect their members either 

Zintan conflict in Tripoli. 

Zintan territory 

t of what is known as city-

state is closer to the idea of states within one country. 

Cities such as Benghazi and Misrata are good examples, and they may 

have armed forces more than that belonging to the central government 

There are three scenarios regarding the political roles of clans, city-

states, and regions: “business as usual,” optimistic, and pessimistic 

scenarios. The first scenario assumes a continuing mess of the Libyan 
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Crisis in the short run; thus, tribes and cit

beyond their territorial bases. Also, tribes and city

affect and be affected by Libyan politics. The clans' continuing political 

influence depends on governments' performance and the continuing 

Libyan-Libyan dialogue. A peaceful settlement of the Libyan Crisis will 

change the rules because a strong central government will not remain under 

the influence of clans and city

 The other two scenarios assume that things will change either to the 

worst or the best; therefore, tribes and city

disappear from the political scene. According to the pe

the Libyan Crisis will continue, and dividing Libya into mini

on a tribal element is possibl

argues that the Libyan C

prevail in the country. Here, clans and city

and regulations, which stress duties and obligations. Accor

optimistic scenario, tribes will continue to play political roles that do not 

contradict the statehood idea. 

Conclusion: 

 Libya enjoyed a unique tribal system that has played social and 

political roles since the colonial era in 1911. The triba

stronger during the Sanusi (1951

February Revolution enhanced the tribal system because they became 

independent. Some clans have more weapons and fighters than the central 

government in Tripoli has. Th

decision-making processes; thus, the stronger the tribes, the more sharing 

of power and wealth in Libya post

hindered force in building a new Libya when it is biased towa

national goals. Nevertheless, tribalism may become a crucial partner in 

building a new Libya. Including all tribes in the political process means the 

participation of people in the building stage.

 Although the relationship between tribes and states

historically old, it reflects pragmatism and instability. The Libyan 

governments have used clans for political purposes since the Libyan 
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Crisis in the short run; thus, tribes and city-states will continue to play roles 

beyond their territorial bases. Also, tribes and city-states will continue to 

affect and be affected by Libyan politics. The clans' continuing political 

influence depends on governments' performance and the continuing 

Libyan dialogue. A peaceful settlement of the Libyan Crisis will 

change the rules because a strong central government will not remain under 

the influence of clans and city-states. 

The other two scenarios assume that things will change either to the 

worst or the best; therefore, tribes and city-states will either prevail or 

disappear from the political scene. According to the pessimistic scenario, 

risis will continue, and dividing Libya into mini

on a tribal element is possible. On the other side, the optimistic s

argues that the Libyan Crisis will end peacefully, and law and order will 

prevail in the country. Here, clans and city-states may act according to law 

and regulations, which stress duties and obligations. Accor

optimistic scenario, tribes will continue to play political roles that do not 

contradict the statehood idea.  

Libya enjoyed a unique tribal system that has played social and 

political roles since the colonial era in 1911. The tribal system became 

stronger during the Sanusi (1951-1969) and Kaddafi eras (1969

February Revolution enhanced the tribal system because they became 

independent. Some clans have more weapons and fighters than the central 

government in Tripoli has. The increasing political roles of tribes affect the 

making processes; thus, the stronger the tribes, the more sharing 

of power and wealth in Libya post-Kaddafi era. Tribalism may become a 

hindered force in building a new Libya when it is biased towa

national goals. Nevertheless, tribalism may become a crucial partner in 

building a new Libya. Including all tribes in the political process means the 

participation of people in the building stage. 

Although the relationship between tribes and states

historically old, it reflects pragmatism and instability. The Libyan 

governments have used clans for political purposes since the Libyan 
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Libyan dialogue. A peaceful settlement of the Libyan Crisis will 

change the rules because a strong central government will not remain under 

The other two scenarios assume that things will change either to the 

states will either prevail or 

ssimistic scenario, 

risis will continue, and dividing Libya into mini-states based 

e. On the other side, the optimistic scenario 

risis will end peacefully, and law and order will 

states may act according to law 

and regulations, which stress duties and obligations. According to the 

optimistic scenario, tribes will continue to play political roles that do not 

Libya enjoyed a unique tribal system that has played social and 

l system became 

1969) and Kaddafi eras (1969-2011) The 

February Revolution enhanced the tribal system because they became 

independent. Some clans have more weapons and fighters than the central 

e increasing political roles of tribes affect the 

making processes; thus, the stronger the tribes, the more sharing 

Kaddafi era. Tribalism may become a 

hindered force in building a new Libya when it is biased toward sub-

national goals. Nevertheless, tribalism may become a crucial partner in 

building a new Libya. Including all tribes in the political process means the 

Although the relationship between tribes and states in Libya is 

historically old, it reflects pragmatism and instability. The Libyan 

governments have used clans for political purposes since the Libyan 
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independence in December 1951. Tribalism has faced challenges and 

benefited from available opportunities; 

vacuum in the post-Kaddafi era. In some instances, tribes affect politics, 

and in other cases, they are affected by the governments of Libya. Thus, 

building a new Libya may demand dealing with tribes as a partner rathe

than a competitor. However, several results may mention in this regard: 

1. Tribes are widespread all over Libya, especially in the countryside and 

ruler areas. Although strong attachments to tribalism constitute more 

than two-thirds of the Libyans, the res

Tripoli, on the seacoast, are less affiliated with their clans.

2. The Libyan tribes are not uniting; thus, they 

political conflicts due to surrounding milieus and share interests.

3. Tribes may consider as int

that articulate the interests of their members.

4. Tribes’ orientations have affected the voting behavior of Libyans 

during municipal and national elections. Tribal identification is more 

salient for many Libyans 

nature of issues. 

5. Tribes do not equally affect the process of public policy

they are, for example, more active during the preparation and 

execution stages. 

6. Since Libya is a tribal system, they are 

process. Including all tribes in the state, the system may lead to 

national conciliation and stability in Libya.
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independence in December 1951. Tribalism has faced challenges and 

benefited from available opportunities; thus, they have filled some political 

Kaddafi era. In some instances, tribes affect politics, 

and in other cases, they are affected by the governments of Libya. Thus, 

building a new Libya may demand dealing with tribes as a partner rathe

than a competitor. However, several results may mention in this regard: 

Tribes are widespread all over Libya, especially in the countryside and 

ruler areas. Although strong attachments to tribalism constitute more 

thirds of the Libyans, the residents of major cities, e.g., 

Tripoli, on the seacoast, are less affiliated with their clans.

byan tribes are not uniting; thus, they enter into social and 

political conflicts due to surrounding milieus and share interests.

Tribes may consider as interest groups or civil society organizations 

that articulate the interests of their members. 

Tribes’ orientations have affected the voting behavior of Libyans 

during municipal and national elections. Tribal identification is more 

salient for many Libyans than political parties’ affiliations and the 

Tribes do not equally affect the process of public policy-

they are, for example, more active during the preparation and 

 

Since Libya is a tribal system, they are not excluded from the political 

process. Including all tribes in the state, the system may lead to 

national conciliation and stability in Libya. 
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and in other cases, they are affected by the governments of Libya. Thus, 

building a new Libya may demand dealing with tribes as a partner rather 

than a competitor. However, several results may mention in this regard:  
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ruler areas. Although strong attachments to tribalism constitute more 
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civil society organizations 

Tribes’ orientations have affected the voting behavior of Libyans 
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7. Internal and external factors affect tribal politics; thus, foreign 

countries have used tribes to achieve natio

and Egypt.     

8.  Politics affect Tribes and city

therefore, political vacuum, electoral laws, and weak NGOs have 

affected them. 

9. Clans and city-states affect the political process through conflic

resolution, protector of their members, and engaging in alliances that 

impose a new political actor known as city

10. While the opportunistic Tribal role will continue in the short term, 

the statehood idea will prevail over tribalism in the long turn
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Internal and external factors affect tribal politics; thus, foreign 

countries have used tribes to achieve national interests, e.g., France 

Tribes and city-states since independence in 1951; 

political vacuum, electoral laws, and weak NGOs have 

states affect the political process through conflic

resolution, protector of their members, and engaging in alliances that 

impose a new political actor known as city-states. 
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Democratization Setback: the Impact of External 

71
 - Although democratization has been mentioned to some extent in the previous chapters, this chapter 

focuses on how foreign intervention affects the proc

may occur due to methodological reasons.
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mocratization Setback: the Impact of External 
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Although democratization has been mentioned to some extent in the previous chapters, this chapter 

how foreign intervention affects the process of transitional democracy. Thus, some repetition 

may occur due to methodological reasons. 
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Abstract 

The current global political system has expanded the concept of 

external factors, from the influence of states to the effect of regional and 

world organizations, multinational corporations, and media. Although 

internal variables may explain a large portion

focuses on the external factors due to methodological reasons and space 

limitations. In this regard, several questions require further research: 

and why did Libya’s efforts fail to transfer from an interim democratic 

process into a state of democratic institutions? What are the most affecting 

external variables on democratization in Libya post

Furthermore, how do the external factors affect democratization in Libya 

post-Kaddafi? As far as the hypotheses are concer

and null ones that either 

democratization and external intervention in Libya post

Since this chapter focuses on the impact of external factors on 

democratization in Libya; therefore, it briefly examines the effect of ten 

variables that represent opportunities, and ten others reflect threats. 

Consequently, two steps are taken. Firstly, the Ber

analyzed qualitatively 

Secondly, run a statistical analysis, e.g., correlation coefficient and 

regression, regarding the impact of an external intervention on 

democratization in Libya post

divide into five main sections: Sc

Libya post-Kaddafi, External milieu: opportunities and threats, the impact 

of external factors on democratization in Libya, and a conclusion.

Keywords: Democratization, External Factors, Intervention, SWOT 

Analysis, Threats, and Opportunities.
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The current global political system has expanded the concept of 

external factors, from the influence of states to the effect of regional and 

world organizations, multinational corporations, and media. Although 

internal variables may explain a large portion of the variance, this chapter 

focuses on the external factors due to methodological reasons and space 

limitations. In this regard, several questions require further research: 

and why did Libya’s efforts fail to transfer from an interim democratic 

ess into a state of democratic institutions? What are the most affecting 

external variables on democratization in Libya post

Furthermore, how do the external factors affect democratization in Libya 

As far as the hypotheses are concerned, there are two basic 

and null ones that either assumes a causal or covariant relationship between 

democratization and external intervention in Libya post-Kaddafi era.

Since this chapter focuses on the impact of external factors on 

bya; therefore, it briefly examines the effect of ten 

variables that represent opportunities, and ten others reflect threats. 

Consequently, two steps are taken. Firstly, the Berlin Conference was 

 to explore its stand on democratizati

Secondly, run a statistical analysis, e.g., correlation coefficient and 

regression, regarding the impact of an external intervention on 

democratization in Libya post-Kaddafi era. Accordingly, this chapter may 

divide into five main sections: Scope and methods, democratization in 

Kaddafi, External milieu: opportunities and threats, the impact 

of external factors on democratization in Libya, and a conclusion.

: Democratization, External Factors, Intervention, SWOT 

ats, and Opportunities. 
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Introduction: 

International relations and recent state interactions have existed since 

the Westphalia system in 1648. Nevertheless, the international system has 

developed dramatically since 1648. The international regime, which 

developed later on into a global level, has been associated with external 

factors. Thus, the European countries colonized most of the nations in Asia, 

Africa, and the new world. The current global system has expanded the 

concept of external factors, from t

regional and world organizations, multinational corporations, and global 

mass media. 

Data and Methodology:

A literature review reveals that ecological variables affect 

democratization in our contemporary world. Altho

factors include internal and external elements, scholars usually focus on 

particular variables or factors that affect democracy in a given country or 

region. Examining the impact of internal and external variables requires 

extra space and ordinary efforts; therefore, scholars minimize the 

environmental factors to allow them to study the brunt of particular 

independent variables or variables in detail. This study deviates from this 

trend; thus, it focuses on the impact of different external

variables on democratization in Libya post

Data and Methodology

This chapter aims to describe and analyze external factors' brunt 

upon Libya's democratization. Thus, this chapter focuses on variables that 

reflect global opportunitie

democratization in Libya post

which indicates various elements that reflect global opportunities and 

threats, e.g., international conferences and foreign interve

interventions aim to establish a dictatorship regime similar to Egypt's 

current political system instead of a democratic country that suits Libya 

post-Kaddafi. 
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International relations and recent state interactions have existed since 

the Westphalia system in 1648. Nevertheless, the international system has 

developed dramatically since 1648. The international regime, which 

developed later on into a global level, has been associated with external 

factors. Thus, the European countries colonized most of the nations in Asia, 

Africa, and the new world. The current global system has expanded the 

concept of external factors, from the influence of states to the effect of 

regional and world organizations, multinational corporations, and global 

Data and Methodology: 

A literature review reveals that ecological variables affect 

democratization in our contemporary world. Although environmental 

factors include internal and external elements, scholars usually focus on 

particular variables or factors that affect democracy in a given country or 

region. Examining the impact of internal and external variables requires 

ordinary efforts; therefore, scholars minimize the 

environmental factors to allow them to study the brunt of particular 

independent variables or variables in detail. This study deviates from this 

trend; thus, it focuses on the impact of different external

variables on democratization in Libya post-Kaddafi.   

Data and Methodology 

This chapter aims to describe and analyze external factors' brunt 

upon Libya's democratization. Thus, this chapter focuses on variables that 

reflect global opportunities and threats. The external factors that may affect 

democratization in Libya post-Kaddafi era are referred to in Table: 5

which indicates various elements that reflect global opportunities and 

threats, e.g., international conferences and foreign intervention. Foreign 

interventions aim to establish a dictatorship regime similar to Egypt's 

current political system instead of a democratic country that suits Libya 
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As far as the scope and method are concerned, this study deals with 

several questions. Firstly, why do Libya’s efforts fail to transfer from an 

interim democratic process into a state of democratic institutions? 

Secondly, what are the most affecting external variables on 

democratization in Libya post

factors affect democratization in Libya post

Although this study assumes that “ecological variables as a whole 

(internal and external factors) affect democratization," it may argue that the 

slow down or the backlash of democratization in L

mainly due to foreign intervention and other global challenges, such as an 

insecure Libya border where human and drug trafficking have taken places. 

Accordingly, this chapter examines a causal hypothesis that assumes the 

impact of external factors on democratization (See Figure: 5

hypothesis that reject any relationship between the two variables. As far as 

the limitations of this study are concerned, they are focusing on particular 

methods, e.g., descriptive, analytic

emphasizing given approaches, e.g., SWOT analysis;

techniques, e.g., qualitative and quantitative combined. Furthermore, Libya 

reflects a case study of the Arab Spring countries that have faced enormous 

difficulties during a democratic transition. Finally, the focus will be on the 

post-Kaddafi era, 2011-

period for historical background purposes.

Since this chapter focuses on the impact of external factors on 

democratization in Libya; therefore, it briefly examines the effect of ten 

variables that represent opportunities, and ten others reflect threats. 

Consequently, two steps may take. Firstly, ex

Conference's stand on democratization in Libya. Secondly, run a statistical 

72
 - The SWOT analysis approach is used in the field of business administration. Since the SWOT 

analysis focuses on organizations that adapt to their environment; thus, states and other political actors 

can be described and analyzed in this contest. A literature review reveals that political scientists avoid 

such analytical risk; therefore, there is a wide gap. One objective 

in the literature; therefore, the focus will be on 

threats) on democratization, e.g., Libya, as an example. See an example of using the SWOT analysis 

approach in the area of a political phenomenon:

CIO (July 8, 2016). 
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slow down or the backlash of democratization in Libya post-

mainly due to foreign intervention and other global challenges, such as an 

insecure Libya border where human and drug trafficking have taken places. 

Accordingly, this chapter examines a causal hypothesis that assumes the 

external factors on democratization (See Figure: 5-

hypothesis that reject any relationship between the two variables. As far as 

the limitations of this study are concerned, they are focusing on particular 

methods, e.g., descriptive, analytical, and comparative methods; 

emphasizing given approaches, e.g., SWOT analysis;
72

 It utilizes different 

techniques, e.g., qualitative and quantitative combined. Furthermore, Libya 

reflects a case study of the Arab Spring countries that have faced enormous 

ifficulties during a democratic transition. Finally, the focus will be on the 

-2022; thus, democratization may review before this 

period for historical background purposes. 

Since this chapter focuses on the impact of external factors on 

democratization in Libya; therefore, it briefly examines the effect of ten 

variables that represent opportunities, and ten others reflect threats. 

Consequently, two steps may take. Firstly, explore the Berlin 

Conference's stand on democratization in Libya. Secondly, run a statistical 

                                                           
The SWOT analysis approach is used in the field of business administration. Since the SWOT 

zations that adapt to their environment; thus, states and other political actors 

can be described and analyzed in this contest. A literature review reveals that political scientists avoid 

such analytical risk; therefore, there is a wide gap. One objective in this regard is to fill some of this gap 

in the literature; therefore, the focus will be on the impact of the external factors (opportunities and 

threats) on democratization, e.g., Libya, as an example. See an example of using the SWOT analysis 

in the area of a political phenomenon: Rob Enderle, “A SWOT Analysis of Trump vs. Clinton” 
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analysis, e.g., correlation coefficient and regression, regarding the impact 

of an external intervention on democratization in Libya post

Accordingly, this chapter examines ten external factors that represent 

valuable opportunities. These opportunities may help solve serious 

problems Libya has been facing since 2011. Furthermore, this chapter also 

examines the impact of ten other variables tha

challenges to democratization in Libya post

measure the impact of external factors on democratization, this chapter may 

divide into five sections.

• Data and Methodology

• Democratization in Libya post

• External milieu: opportunities and threats

• The impact of external factors on democratization in Libya

• A conclusion: results

The Impact of External Factors upon Democratization in Libya: A 
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of an external intervention on democratization in Libya post-

, this chapter examines ten external factors that represent 

valuable opportunities. These opportunities may help solve serious 

problems Libya has been facing since 2011. Furthermore, this chapter also 

examines the impact of ten other variables that reflect severe threats and 

challenges to democratization in Libya post-Kaddafi era. In order to 

measure the impact of external factors on democratization, this chapter may 

divide into five sections. 

Data and Methodology 

Democratization in Libya post-Kaddafi  
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The impact of external factors on democratization in Libya

A conclusion: results 
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Democratization in Libya 

Democratization is an open process that is affected by internal and 

external factors. However, this chapter focuses on the impact of external 

factors due to methodological considerations. As mentioned before, 

external factors have affected democratization since the inception of the 

modern state system in Europe.

ideas abroad, so new waves have existed in Latin America, Asia, and 

Africa. While the first wave of democracy has been called the ninetee

century phenomena (1826

post-World War II (the 1940s), and the third wave spread during 1970

1990. Thus, one can argue that the Tunisian and Libyan cases represent the 

latest wave of democratization.

The concept of democracy has reflected three paradigms, namely:

(Kuhn, 1970) political development, transitional democracy, and 

democratic consolidation.

democracy reflects a complicated meaning 

economic aspects,(Geddes, 1999: 115

dimension, as Schumpeter argues (1976

movements reflect a new model of democratization influenced by internal 

and external factors. 

Although political scientists turned their attention to issues that reflect the 

internal environment, democracy in the Arab Spring countries is affected 

more by external factors.

regimes supported by anti

powers, reproduce.(Carothers, 2001: 7

73
 - Old civilizations, e.g., the Creeks in Athens, applied direct democracy due to internal factors.  

74
 -The Democracy Index (2019) identified f

functioning of government, political participation, political culture, and civil liberties. Furthermore, it 

classified countries into four types: "full democracy," "flawed democracy," "hybrid regime," an

"authoritarian regime. According to the Democratic Index of 2019, Libya's rank is too low in 

democratization (156 out of 167). While Libya's scores in the electoral process and government 

functioning are zeros, its scores in political participation, poli

4.38, and 2.94, respectively (See the data in Figure: 5

adopts the Western view of democracy; thus, it considers Libya post

regime.  
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Democratization in Libya Post Kaddafi Era, 

Democratization is an open process that is affected by internal and 

external factors. However, this chapter focuses on the impact of external 

factors due to methodological considerations. As mentioned before, 

affected democratization since the inception of the 

modern state system in Europe.
73

 Modern countries spread democratic 

ideas abroad, so new waves have existed in Latin America, Asia, and 

Africa. While the first wave of democracy has been called the ninetee

century phenomena (1826-1926), the second short wave erupted in the 

World War II (the 1940s), and the third wave spread during 1970

1990. Thus, one can argue that the Tunisian and Libyan cases represent the 

latest wave of democratization. (See Huntington,, 1990) 

The concept of democracy has reflected three paradigms, namely:

political development, transitional democracy, and 

democratic consolidation. (See Diamond, et. al., 2014: 86-

democracy reflects a complicated meaning that involves socio

Geddes, 1999: 115-144; and Held, 2006) 

dimension, as Schumpeter argues (1976: 260),
74

 The Arab Spring 

movements reflect a new model of democratization influenced by internal 

 (See Riggs, 1961 and 1964; and Heady, 1979) 

Although political scientists turned their attention to issues that reflect the 

democracy in the Arab Spring countries is affected 

more by external factors.(Lijphart, 1999) In short, the Arab authoritarian 

regimes supported by anti-democratic movements, e.g., regional and global 

Carothers, 2001: 7) 

                                                           

Old civilizations, e.g., the Creeks in Athens, applied direct democracy due to internal factors.  

The Democracy Index (2019) identified five indicators: electoral process and pluralism, the 

functioning of government, political participation, political culture, and civil liberties. Furthermore, it 

classified countries into four types: "full democracy," "flawed democracy," "hybrid regime," an

"authoritarian regime. According to the Democratic Index of 2019, Libya's rank is too low in 

democratization (156 out of 167). While Libya's scores in the electoral process and government 

functioning are zeros, its scores in political participation, political culture, and civil liberties are 2.78, 

4.38, and 2.94, respectively (See the data in Figure: 5-2). Generally, the Democracy Index (2019) 

adopts the Western view of democracy; thus, it considers Libya post-2014 as an authoritarian political 
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Further literature review reveals that Libya has been involved in the 

transitional democratic process since the overthrow of the Kaddafi regime 

in 2011.
75

 Figure: 5-2 shows Libya's scores in democracy from the years 

2006-2019. Libya's democratic index scores declined due t

external factors. In the year 2012, when the first Assembly was elected, 

Libya's score was the highest (5.15), and then it dropped to 2.02

2019 and 2020, respectively,

fragmentation of political institutions; and external variables, e.g., regional 

and global intervention. Despite the high scores from 2011

democratic index classified Libya's political system as an authoritarian 

regime.
76

 

The data in Figure: 5

Spring countries, where Tunisia recorded the highest overall score in 

electoral process and pluralism (9.17/10) and the lowest degree in civil 

liberties (5.88/10). Generally, four Arab Spring countries achieved a higher 

level of democracy in the years (2011

change their political system from authoritarianism into a democratic 

regime. In short, external intervention, among other elements, either slowed 

down or ended the democratic process in Li

Tunisia is an exception; thus, its scores have been improving since 2011. 

Libya's democratic index deteriorated after 2014 due to internal and 

external variables, e.g., insecurity and external intervention.

However, there are 

democratization in Libya post

argue that democracy does not precede building the state as what happens 

in Libya. A country with a penetration power is a precondition for a 

successful democratic process, e.g., Tunisia. In this regard, democratization 

in Libya post-Kaddafi era did not meet the stages of a democratic process 

75
 - According to (Diamond 2002), war does not lead to democracy in Libya and other Arab Spring 

countries; instead, it leads to the "degeneration of the first nature."
76

 - The democracy index score achieved by Libya in 2012 was (5.1/10), almost equal to the 

average in that year (5.44). (See Democratic Index, 2019: 22)
77

 -  According to Amour (2013), transitional democracy in Libya and other Arab Spring Revolutions 

require stable political institutions, and quick responses to popular demands, e.g., em

he stressed internal factors as a cause for democratization setbacks and ignored the importance of external 

factors.   
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2 shows Libya's scores in democracy from the years 
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external factors. In the year 2012, when the first Assembly was elected, 

Libya's score was the highest (5.15), and then it dropped to 2.02

and 2020, respectively, due to internal factors, e.g., instability and the 

ion of political institutions; and external variables, e.g., regional 

and global intervention. Despite the high scores from 2011

democratic index classified Libya's political system as an authoritarian 

The data in Figure: 5-2 compares the democracy index in the Arab 

Spring countries, where Tunisia recorded the highest overall score in 

electoral process and pluralism (9.17/10) and the lowest degree in civil 

liberties (5.88/10). Generally, four Arab Spring countries achieved a higher 

of democracy in the years (2011-2019) than before. They attempt to 

change their political system from authoritarianism into a democratic 

regime. In short, external intervention, among other elements, either slowed 

down or ended the democratic process in Libya, Yemen, Syria, and Egypt. 

Tunisia is an exception; thus, its scores have been improving since 2011. 

Libya's democratic index deteriorated after 2014 due to internal and 

external variables, e.g., insecurity and external intervention. 

However, there are different views on the slowdown of 

democratization in Libya post-Kaddafi era.
77

 Lenz and Stepan (1996: 6) 

argue that democracy does not precede building the state as what happens 

in Libya. A country with a penetration power is a precondition for a 

l democratic process, e.g., Tunisia. In this regard, democratization 

Kaddafi era did not meet the stages of a democratic process 
                                                           

Diamond 2002), war does not lead to democracy in Libya and other Arab Spring 

countries; instead, it leads to the "degeneration of the first nature." 

The democracy index score achieved by Libya in 2012 was (5.1/10), almost equal to the 

average in that year (5.44). (See Democratic Index, 2019: 22)   
According to Amour (2013), transitional democracy in Libya and other Arab Spring Revolutions 

institutions, and quick responses to popular demands, e.g., employment. However, 

he stressed internal factors as a cause for democratization setbacks and ignored the importance of external 
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emphasized by Rostow (1970). While national identity and elites in Libya's 

post-Kaddafi era reflect fragmentation

away. (Rostow, 1970: 351) However, Libya has succeeded in conducting 

local and national elections since 2012; therefore, it has engaged in 

democratization. 

In a recent study, 

as political elites and NGOs, are behind the slowdown process of 

democracy in Libya. Asangna

Kaddafi era as an encouraging new experience. He said it is "…the state's 

first democratic and state

nuances of the Libyan transition will greatly impact the type of democracy 

that will eventually materialize." (

other Arab Spring countries represent presumably the fourth wave of 

democratization; thus, different independent variables have existed. For 

example, while foreign countries encouraged the third wave of democracy, 

global and regional powers are now resisting democratization in Libya and 

other Arab spring countries, e.g., the UAE 

Rothe, 2015: 1-30) 

Libya Democratic Indexes in a Comparative Perspective, 2019
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emphasized by Rostow (1970). While national identity and elites in Libya's 

Kaddafi era reflect fragmentation, polarity and habituation are still far 

away. (Rostow, 1970: 351) However, Libya has succeeded in conducting 

local and national elections since 2012; therefore, it has engaged in 

In a recent study, Asangna (2019) argues that internal fact

as political elites and NGOs, are behind the slowdown process of 

democracy in Libya. Asangna described democratization in Libya post

Kaddafi era as an encouraging new experience. He said it is "…the state's 

first democratic and state-building attempt since independence. Also, the 

nuances of the Libyan transition will greatly impact the type of democracy 

that will eventually materialize." (Asangna, 2019: 68) Since Libya and 

other Arab Spring countries represent presumably the fourth wave of 

tization; thus, different independent variables have existed. For 

example, while foreign countries encouraged the third wave of democracy, 

global and regional powers are now resisting democratization in Libya and 

other Arab spring countries, e.g., the UAE and France. (See Collins and 

 

Figure: 5-2 

Libya Democratic Indexes in a Comparative Perspective, 2019

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Yemen Egypt Tunisia Libya

Democracy Index, 2019.  

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany  

Page 134 

emphasized by Rostow (1970). While national identity and elites in Libya's 

, polarity and habituation are still far 

away. (Rostow, 1970: 351) However, Libya has succeeded in conducting 

local and national elections since 2012; therefore, it has engaged in 

Asangna (2019) argues that internal factors, such 

as political elites and NGOs, are behind the slowdown process of 

described democratization in Libya post-

Kaddafi era as an encouraging new experience. He said it is "…the state's 

empt since independence. Also, the 

nuances of the Libyan transition will greatly impact the type of democracy 

Since Libya and 

other Arab Spring countries represent presumably the fourth wave of 

tization; thus, different independent variables have existed. For 

example, while foreign countries encouraged the third wave of democracy, 

global and regional powers are now resisting democratization in Libya and 

and France. (See Collins and 

Libya Democratic Indexes in a Comparative Perspective, 2019 

2018 2019

   



135 
 The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 
Kashiem  

Democratic Arab Center 

 

 

As far as democratization is concerned, history tells us that the 

democratic process has been a well

century, e.g., adopting a constitution and being involved in parliamentary 

elections. Libyans exercised early democratization since the political 

independence in December 1951; thus, 

(1952-1969) has adopted a modern constitution that deals with elections as 

a mechanism to choose the members of parliament every four years. The 

first popular election in modern Libya was conducted on February 19, 

1952, and resulted in elected political institutions where many Arab and 

Islamic nations were colonized at that time by Western colonial countries, 

such as France and England.

The Libyan Constitution of 1951 spelled out Libya's nature and 

scope of democratization. The

in the making process of the Constitution. However, historical and social 

reasons led to federalism as a choice for Libya. Although King Edress had 

extra powers according to the Constitution of 1951, there were 

parliament and an appointed Senate. The political independence and the 

Constitution of 1951 showed an early foreign intervention in Libya affairs. 

France had an eye on the Southern region, and England and the United 

States were more concerned wi

Constitution of 1951 was a typical legal document  in the 1950s; thus, it 

emphasized in Article 100 that "The House of Representatives shall consist 

of members elected by secret polling according to the Electoral 

The Constitution amendment in 1963 changed the political system from a 

federal country into a unitary state.

Since political independence in December 1951, parliamentary 

elections were held every four years, and in some instances, they were 

repeated due to accusations of non

78
 - For more details on the story of Libya's political independence and the process of making the 

Constitution of 1951, see Adriaan Pelt, 

KRM, 2016). This book has been translated by a distinguished colleague, Professor Mohame

Moghrebi. See in this regard: 

منشورات مجمع : بنغازي. ترجمة محمد زاھي بشير المغيربي

79
 See the Libyan Constitution, 1951.
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As far as democratization is concerned, history tells us that the 

democratic process has been a well-known process since the mid

century, e.g., adopting a constitution and being involved in parliamentary 

elections. Libyans exercised early democratization since the political 

independence in December 1951; thus, the monarchy political system 

1969) has adopted a modern constitution that deals with elections as 

a mechanism to choose the members of parliament every four years. The 

first popular election in modern Libya was conducted on February 19, 

sulted in elected political institutions where many Arab and 

Islamic nations were colonized at that time by Western colonial countries, 

such as France and England. 

The Libyan Constitution of 1951 spelled out Libya's nature and 

scope of democratization. The experts of the United Nations were involved 

in the making process of the Constitution. However, historical and social 

reasons led to federalism as a choice for Libya. Although King Edress had 

extra powers according to the Constitution of 1951, there were 

parliament and an appointed Senate. The political independence and the 

Constitution of 1951 showed an early foreign intervention in Libya affairs. 

France had an eye on the Southern region, and England and the United 

States were more concerned with Libya's Eastern and Western parts.

Constitution of 1951 was a typical legal document  in the 1950s; thus, it 

emphasized in Article 100 that "The House of Representatives shall consist 

of members elected by secret polling according to the Electoral 

The Constitution amendment in 1963 changed the political system from a 

federal country into a unitary state. 

Since political independence in December 1951, parliamentary 

elections were held every four years, and in some instances, they were 

due to accusations of non-accountability and non

                                                           
story of Libya's political independence and the process of making the 

Constitution of 1951, see Adriaan Pelt, Libyan Independence, and the United Nations.
2016). This book has been translated by a distinguished colleague, Professor Mohame

ترجمة محمد زاھي بشير المغيربي. حالة تفكيك ممنھج ل1ستعمار: استق�ل ليبيا وا
مم المتحدة
  .1740. ص ص. 2020

See the Libyan Constitution, 1951. 
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As far as democratization is concerned, history tells us that the 

known process since the mid-twentieth 

century, e.g., adopting a constitution and being involved in parliamentary 

elections. Libyans exercised early democratization since the political 

the monarchy political system 

1969) has adopted a modern constitution that deals with elections as 

a mechanism to choose the members of parliament every four years. The 

first popular election in modern Libya was conducted on February 19, 

sulted in elected political institutions where many Arab and 

Islamic nations were colonized at that time by Western colonial countries, 

The Libyan Constitution of 1951 spelled out Libya's nature and 

experts of the United Nations were involved 

in the making process of the Constitution. However, historical and social 

reasons led to federalism as a choice for Libya. Although King Edress had 

extra powers according to the Constitution of 1951, there were an elected 

parliament and an appointed Senate. The political independence and the 

Constitution of 1951 showed an early foreign intervention in Libya affairs. 

France had an eye on the Southern region, and England and the United 

th Libya's Eastern and Western parts.
78

 The 

Constitution of 1951 was a typical legal document  in the 1950s; thus, it 

emphasized in Article 100 that "The House of Representatives shall consist 

of members elected by secret polling according to the Electoral Law."
79

 

The Constitution amendment in 1963 changed the political system from a 

Since political independence in December 1951, parliamentary 

elections were held every four years, and in some instances, they were 

accountability and non-transparency. 

story of Libya's political independence and the process of making the 

Libyan Independence, and the United Nations. (Louisville, 

2016). This book has been translated by a distinguished colleague, Professor Mohamed Zahi El-

استق�ل ليبيا وا
مم المتحدة. ادريان بيلت
2020ليبيا للدراسات المتقدمة، 
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Many charges were pointed to nominees supported or sided with by the 

government then. Furthermore, King Edress did not trust political parties; 

thus, they were excluded from the elections duri

democratic experience in Libya did not last due to fraudulent elections on 

the one hand and the coup d’état

Kaddafi's first thing when he came to power in 1969 was to repeal 

the Constitution of 1951. Thus, the Libyan political system changed from a 

democratic kingdom into a dictatorship regime that eliminated its 

opponents after 1969. The Kaddafi regime remained in power for more 

than four decades (1969

colleagues in the coup. Kaddafi invented, what he called, a direct 

democracy based on a new saying stated: "Popular conferences decide and 

popular committees implement." When people make decisions and choose 

committees to implement them freely, th

process, but when an individual, such as Kaddafi, controls the agenda and 

selects the committees' members, it contradicts functional democracy.

The Kaddafi regime proposed some political reforms, such as the 

Libya Vision of 2025 and introducing a preliminary draft of a constitution. 

The focus of the Libya vision of 2025 has been on cultural advancement 

and economic reforms rather than fundamental political changes. 

Furthermore, the constitutional draft suddenly withdrew aft

propaganda discussion by the Libyans due to opposition from Kaddafi's 

loyalists. (See Stauffer, 2009)

A second Libyan democratization wav

Revolution occurred in February 2011.

to lead the Revolution versus the Kaddafi regime and contact the external 

world resulted in the creation of the National Transitional Council “NTC”

80
 - In 1977, Kaddafi declared what he called "a direct democracy application" based "upon popular 

conferences that decide and popular committees that implement," The members of the General People's 

Congress are selected by popular conferences that supposedly include al

process cannot be described as democratic because it reflects Kaddafi's dictatorship, low political 

participation, and ideological influence. (See Kashiem, 2017)
81

- Borrowing from Huntington (1990), as mentioned before, if we 

democratization in the post-independence era (1952

Kaddafi years may be considered the second wave of democracy in Libya.
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Many charges were pointed to nominees supported or sided with by the 

government then. Furthermore, King Edress did not trust political parties; 

thus, they were excluded from the elections during 1952-1965. The early 

democratic experience in Libya did not last due to fraudulent elections on 

coup d’état led by Kaddafi in 1969 on the other hand. 

Kaddafi's first thing when he came to power in 1969 was to repeal 

n of 1951. Thus, the Libyan political system changed from a 

democratic kingdom into a dictatorship regime that eliminated its 

opponents after 1969. The Kaddafi regime remained in power for more 

than four decades (1969-2011), which allowed him to eliminate 

colleagues in the coup. Kaddafi invented, what he called, a direct 

democracy based on a new saying stated: "Popular conferences decide and 

popular committees implement." When people make decisions and choose 

committees to implement them freely, they are involved in a democratic 

process, but when an individual, such as Kaddafi, controls the agenda and 

selects the committees' members, it contradicts functional democracy.

The Kaddafi regime proposed some political reforms, such as the 

f 2025 and introducing a preliminary draft of a constitution. 

The focus of the Libya vision of 2025 has been on cultural advancement 

and economic reforms rather than fundamental political changes. 

Furthermore, the constitutional draft suddenly withdrew aft

propaganda discussion by the Libyans due to opposition from Kaddafi's 

Stauffer, 2009)  

A second Libyan democratization wave existed practically when the 

evolution occurred in February 2011.
81

 The need for a political

evolution versus the Kaddafi regime and contact the external 

world resulted in the creation of the National Transitional Council “NTC”

                                                           

Kaddafi declared what he called "a direct democracy application" based "upon popular 

conferences that decide and popular committees that implement," The members of the General People's 

Congress are selected by popular conferences that supposedly include all Libyan adult citizens. This 

process cannot be described as democratic because it reflects Kaddafi's dictatorship, low political 

participation, and ideological influence. (See Kashiem, 2017) 

Borrowing from Huntington (1990), as mentioned before, if we consider the first wave of 

independence era (1952-1965), then the democratic process in the post

Kaddafi years may be considered the second wave of democracy in Libya. 
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Many charges were pointed to nominees supported or sided with by the 

government then. Furthermore, King Edress did not trust political parties; 

1965. The early 

democratic experience in Libya did not last due to fraudulent elections on 

led by Kaddafi in 1969 on the other hand.  

Kaddafi's first thing when he came to power in 1969 was to repeal 

n of 1951. Thus, the Libyan political system changed from a 

democratic kingdom into a dictatorship regime that eliminated its 

opponents after 1969. The Kaddafi regime remained in power for more 

2011), which allowed him to eliminate even his 

colleagues in the coup. Kaddafi invented, what he called, a direct 

democracy based on a new saying stated: "Popular conferences decide and 

popular committees implement." When people make decisions and choose 

ey are involved in a democratic 

process, but when an individual, such as Kaddafi, controls the agenda and 

selects the committees' members, it contradicts functional democracy.
80

  

The Kaddafi regime proposed some political reforms, such as the 

f 2025 and introducing a preliminary draft of a constitution. 

The focus of the Libya vision of 2025 has been on cultural advancement 

and economic reforms rather than fundamental political changes. 

Furthermore, the constitutional draft suddenly withdrew after extensive 

propaganda discussion by the Libyans due to opposition from Kaddafi's 

e existed practically when the 

political institution 

evolution versus the Kaddafi regime and contact the external 

world resulted in the creation of the National Transitional Council “NTC” 

Kaddafi declared what he called "a direct democracy application" based "upon popular 

conferences that decide and popular committees that implement," The members of the General People's 

l Libyan adult citizens. This 

process cannot be described as democratic because it reflects Kaddafi's dictatorship, low political 

consider the first wave of 

1965), then the democratic process in the post-
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during the early stage of the R

institution; however, it i

with challenges in 2011. The first step to resuming the second wave of the 

democratic process in Libya post

Interim Constitutional Declaration “ICD” on August 3, 

 The ICD pointed out a roadmap of democratization that begins with 

an interim transitional period and ends by building a new Libya as a 

country of stable political institutions. The rotation of powers went 

smoothly during the early years of the Febru

NTC handed the power to the first elected parliament in an official 

ceremony. The NTC exchanged the power to the first elected parliament, 

named the National General Congress or "NGC," in 2012. Another aspect 

of the peaceful exchange of power is reflected in a dynamic process that led 

to the rotation of power among 

democratization setback happened in 201

Representatives "HoR" engaged in a political and le

conflict was on how to hand the power and disagreement on where the new 

parliament should meet.

In short, several types of direct and indirect elections have been held 

in Libya since 2012, either to choose parliaments or to elect mayors.

two elections of 2012 and 201

that supposedly transfer Libya from an interim era into democratization. 

The NGC and the HoR have elected popularly to lead the transitional 

transition and build Libya as a sta

Unfortunately, the NGC and HoR violated the spirit of the ICD, and instead 

of building democratic states, they divided Libya by establishing two 

parliaments, two central banks, and two National Oil Corporations.   

A third elected political institution is the Constitution Drafting 

Committee "CDC," which was elected in 2014. The CDC has written a 

82
 - The House of Representatives supposedly convened in Trip

according to ICD, federalist leader Dr. Abubaker Bherra as the eldest called the representatives to meet in 

Tobruk instead of Tripoli. On November 6, 2014, the Supreme Court declared that the elected Parliament 

was illegal and unconstitutional; th

this regard, Wehrey and Lacher, 2014; and Eljarh, 2014
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during the early stage of the Revolution. The NTC was not an elected 

institution; however, it is a national political body that succeeded in dealing 

with challenges in 2011. The first step to resuming the second wave of the 

democratic process in Libya post-Kaddafi has represented in adopting the 

Interim Constitutional Declaration “ICD” on August 3, 2011. 

The ICD pointed out a roadmap of democratization that begins with 

an interim transitional period and ends by building a new Libya as a 

country of stable political institutions. The rotation of powers went 

smoothly during the early years of the February Revolution; therefore, the 

NTC handed the power to the first elected parliament in an official 

ceremony. The NTC exchanged the power to the first elected parliament, 

named the National General Congress or "NGC," in 2012. Another aspect 

exchange of power is reflected in a dynamic process that led 

to the rotation of power among ten Prime Ministers during 2011

democratization setback happened in 2014 when the NGC and th

" engaged in a political and legal dispute. The 

conflict was on how to hand the power and disagreement on where the new 

parliament should meet.
82

  

In short, several types of direct and indirect elections have been held 

in Libya since 2012, either to choose parliaments or to elect mayors.

two elections of 2012 and 2014 have resulted in new political institutions 

that supposedly transfer Libya from an interim era into democratization. 

The NGC and the HoR have elected popularly to lead the transitional 

transition and build Libya as a state of democracy and institutions. 

Unfortunately, the NGC and HoR violated the spirit of the ICD, and instead 

of building democratic states, they divided Libya by establishing two 

parliaments, two central banks, and two National Oil Corporations.   

elected political institution is the Constitution Drafting 

Committee "CDC," which was elected in 2014. The CDC has written a 

                                                           
The House of Representatives supposedly convened in Tripoli and rotated the power peacefully; 

according to ICD, federalist leader Dr. Abubaker Bherra as the eldest called the representatives to meet in 

Tobruk instead of Tripoli. On November 6, 2014, the Supreme Court declared that the elected Parliament 

egal and unconstitutional; therefore, a legal and political Crisis has erupted since that time. (See in 

this regard, Wehrey and Lacher, 2014; and Eljarh, 2014) 

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany  

Page 137 

evolution. The NTC was not an elected 

s a national political body that succeeded in dealing 

with challenges in 2011. The first step to resuming the second wave of the 

Kaddafi has represented in adopting the 

 

The ICD pointed out a roadmap of democratization that begins with 

an interim transitional period and ends by building a new Libya as a 

country of stable political institutions. The rotation of powers went 

ary Revolution; therefore, the 

NTC handed the power to the first elected parliament in an official 

ceremony. The NTC exchanged the power to the first elected parliament, 

named the National General Congress or "NGC," in 2012. Another aspect 

exchange of power is reflected in a dynamic process that led 

inisters during 2011-2022. The 

when the NGC and the House of 

gal dispute. The 

conflict was on how to hand the power and disagreement on where the new 

In short, several types of direct and indirect elections have been held 

in Libya since 2012, either to choose parliaments or to elect mayors. The 

have resulted in new political institutions 

that supposedly transfer Libya from an interim era into democratization. 

The NGC and the HoR have elected popularly to lead the transitional 

te of democracy and institutions. 

Unfortunately, the NGC and HoR violated the spirit of the ICD, and instead 

of building democratic states, they divided Libya by establishing two 

parliaments, two central banks, and two National Oil Corporations.    

elected political institution is the Constitution Drafting 

Committee "CDC," which was elected in 2014. The CDC has written a 

oli and rotated the power peacefully; 

according to ICD, federalist leader Dr. Abubaker Bherra as the eldest called the representatives to meet in 

Tobruk instead of Tripoli. On November 6, 2014, the Supreme Court declared that the elected Parliament 

risis has erupted since that time. (See in 
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“daft” Constitution that was never voted for popularly due to instability

foreign intervention. The Constitutional D

can be modified and developed. The CDC has taken into account experts 

and scholars' views; thus, it is an excellent start to building Libya as a 

country of democracy. The first draft of the document was issued on June 

10, 2015. 

Moreover, it consists of fifty pages. The C

the Constitutional Draft that the bases of Libya's political system are: 

pluralism, rotation and separation of powers, good governance, 

transparency, and accountability. According to the draf

consists of two chambers, one for the representatives and the other for 

Senates. (Article 36) While the criteria for electing the members of the 

parliament are geographical and population criteria simultaneously. 

(Article 37), the electio

geographical factor. Thus, each of the three regions in Libya represents 

twenty-four senators. Although around 60% of the population inhabits 

Western Libya, they are equally represented in the Senate compared to 

Fazan and Barqa.  

 The constitutional draft suggests a semi

for the new Libya. Additionally, Presidential candidates are elected by a 

simple majority rule, and the selection of the Prime Minister depends on 

the majority that he can get in the parliament. As with all the constitutions 

in democratic countries, the 

(108) authorizes the constitutional court with judicial control on whether 

issued laws are constituti

did not support by some elites because many provisions wer

on the one hand and it was very detailed (211 articles) on the other hand. 

However, democratization cannot carry out without a permanent 

constitution. Since the CDC members ar

Draft reflects compromise views that reflect a first step toward building 

Libya as a democratic country.

External milieu: Opportunities and Threats
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“daft” Constitution that was never voted for popularly due to instability

foreign intervention. The Constitutional Draft is written and flexible and 

can be modified and developed. The CDC has taken into account experts 

and scholars' views; thus, it is an excellent start to building Libya as a 

country of democracy. The first draft of the document was issued on June 

ver, it consists of fifty pages. The CDC suggests (Article 9) in 

raft that the bases of Libya's political system are: 

pluralism, rotation and separation of powers, good governance, 

transparency, and accountability. According to the draft, the parliament 

consists of two chambers, one for the representatives and the other for 

Senates. (Article 36) While the criteria for electing the members of the 

parliament are geographical and population criteria simultaneously. 

(Article 37), the election of senators (72 members) represents a 

geographical factor. Thus, each of the three regions in Libya represents 

four senators. Although around 60% of the population inhabits 

Western Libya, they are equally represented in the Senate compared to 

The constitutional draft suggests a semi-presidential political system 

for the new Libya. Additionally, Presidential candidates are elected by a 

simple majority rule, and the selection of the Prime Minister depends on 

n get in the parliament. As with all the constitutions 

in democratic countries, the judiciary branch is independent. Thus, A

(108) authorizes the constitutional court with judicial control on whether 

issued laws are constitutional or not. Nevertheless, the Constitutional 

did not support by some elites because many provisions were controversial 

and it was very detailed (211 articles) on the other hand. 

However, democratization cannot carry out without a permanent 

ce the CDC members are elected; thus, the C

raft reflects compromise views that reflect a first step toward building 

Libya as a democratic country. 

External milieu: Opportunities and Threats 
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“daft” Constitution that was never voted for popularly due to instability and 

itten and flexible and 

can be modified and developed. The CDC has taken into account experts 

and scholars' views; thus, it is an excellent start to building Libya as a 

country of democracy. The first draft of the document was issued on June 

DC suggests (Article 9) in 

raft that the bases of Libya's political system are: 

pluralism, rotation and separation of powers, good governance, 

t, the parliament 

consists of two chambers, one for the representatives and the other for 

Senates. (Article 36) While the criteria for electing the members of the 

parliament are geographical and population criteria simultaneously. 

n of senators (72 members) represents a 

geographical factor. Thus, each of the three regions in Libya represents 

four senators. Although around 60% of the population inhabits 

Western Libya, they are equally represented in the Senate compared to 

presidential political system 

for the new Libya. Additionally, Presidential candidates are elected by a 

simple majority rule, and the selection of the Prime Minister depends on 

n get in the parliament. As with all the constitutions 

judiciary branch is independent. Thus, Article 

(108) authorizes the constitutional court with judicial control on whether 

onstitutional Draft 

e controversial 

and it was very detailed (211 articles) on the other hand. 

However, democratization cannot carry out without a permanent 

e elected; thus, the Constitutional 

raft reflects compromise views that reflect a first step toward building 
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This part will focus on the external factors that affect 

democratization in Libya post

factors according to foreign political influence, global governance, 

economic globalization, and interdependence. Individual

international community are not the only influential actors in 

democratization because there are other dominant actors. International and 

regional organizations, multinational corporations, non

entities, "NGOs," and global medi

politics. Since this study adopts the SWOT analysis approach; thus, 

external factors identified by this study as external environment offer 

opportunities that could benefit every country and threats that may result 

a fragile state.  

The data in Table: 5

and threats. While opportunity reflects a positive side, the threats represent 

a negative dimension of the external factor. When experts define positive 

and negative aspects of the external factor, decision

from opportunities and avoid challenges. Decision

events facing weakness on the national level, e.g., global supervision of 

local elections. The Libyan government may a

democratization by benefiting from the strengths of Libya, e.g., oil and gas 

leases.    

Available opportunities for Democratic Libya

 As indicated in Table: 5

global milieu can grant 

conferences on Libya. 

democratization in Libya post

external factors as an example. Conferences and meetings represe

regional and global concerns of Libya post

Conference reflects different views towards Libya.

Libyans has ended the Kaddafi dictatorship on the one hand and has 

established a potential democratic country 

83
 - The views towards the Berlin Conference output vary between optimism and pessimism. The 

Economist, for example, reflects a pessimistic view, see in this regard, "Berlin Summit Unlikely to 

Change Dynamics of Libyan Conflict," 

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

This part will focus on the external factors that affect 

democratization in Libya post-Kaddafi. Imai (2010: 49) identifies external 

factors according to foreign political influence, global governance, 

economic globalization, and interdependence. Individual states and the 

international community are not the only influential actors in 

democratization because there are other dominant actors. International and 

regional organizations, multinational corporations, non-

entities, "NGOs," and global media are leading actors in state and global 

politics. Since this study adopts the SWOT analysis approach; thus, 

external factors identified by this study as external environment offer 

opportunities that could benefit every country and threats that may result 

The data in Table: 5-1 classifies the external factor into opportunities 

and threats. While opportunity reflects a positive side, the threats represent 

a negative dimension of the external factor. When experts define positive 

ive aspects of the external factor, decision-makers can benefit 

from opportunities and avoid challenges. Decision-makers can benefit from 

events facing weakness on the national level, e.g., global supervision of 

local elections. The Libyan government may avoid external challenges to 

democratization by benefiting from the strengths of Libya, e.g., oil and gas 

Available opportunities for Democratic Libya, 

As indicated in Table: 5-1, there are various opportunities that the 

global milieu can grant to democracy in Libya, such as international

conferences on Libya. Although there are many global opportunities for 

democratization in Libya post-Kaddafi era, this chapter focuses only on ten 

external factors as an example. Conferences and meetings represe

regional and global concerns of Libya post-Kaddafi, e.g., the Berlin 

Conference reflects different views towards Libya.
83

 The global support of 

Libyans has ended the Kaddafi dictatorship on the one hand and has 

established a potential democratic country on the other hand. The 

                                                           
The views towards the Berlin Conference output vary between optimism and pessimism. The 

omist, for example, reflects a pessimistic view, see in this regard, "Berlin Summit Unlikely to 

Change Dynamics of Libyan Conflict," The Economist (January 22, 2020) 
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This part will focus on the external factors that affect 

Kaddafi. Imai (2010: 49) identifies external 

factors according to foreign political influence, global governance, 

states and the 

international community are not the only influential actors in 

democratization because there are other dominant actors. International and 

-governmental 

a are leading actors in state and global 

politics. Since this study adopts the SWOT analysis approach; thus, 

external factors identified by this study as external environment offer 

opportunities that could benefit every country and threats that may result in 

1 classifies the external factor into opportunities 

and threats. While opportunity reflects a positive side, the threats represent 

a negative dimension of the external factor. When experts define positive 

makers can benefit 

makers can benefit from 

events facing weakness on the national level, e.g., global supervision of 

void external challenges to 

democratization by benefiting from the strengths of Libya, e.g., oil and gas 

1, there are various opportunities that the 

to democracy in Libya, such as international 

Although there are many global opportunities for 

Kaddafi era, this chapter focuses only on ten 

external factors as an example. Conferences and meetings represent 

Kaddafi, e.g., the Berlin 

The global support of 

Libyans has ended the Kaddafi dictatorship on the one hand and has 

on the other hand. The 

The views towards the Berlin Conference output vary between optimism and pessimism. The 

omist, for example, reflects a pessimistic view, see in this regard, "Berlin Summit Unlikely to 
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international recognition of Libya in the post

experts and global technical assistance during the parliamentary and 

municipal elections in 2011.

In order to build a democratic country, Libya can benefit fr

states' experiences in areas such as establishing political institutions, 

interim justice, national conciliation, and internal dialogue under the United 

Nations' supervision. Coordination and cooperation with other democratic 

entities, such as the

democratization and development of institutions. Since insecurity delayed 

the transitional period, Libya has to coordinate and cooperates with its 

neighboring countries, particularly pro

states, which support a dictatorship project, may reward based on mutual 

interests, e.g., Egypt.  

Opportunities and Threats of Libya Pos

 Opportunities

1 Regional and Global Conferences on 

Libya, e.g., 

2 Global Recognition of Libya e.g., UN 

Resolutions

3 UN and Global Technical Assistance

4 The other States' Experiences in Building 

Institutions

5 Other States Experiences in Interim 

Justice and National Conciliation

6 Libyan-Libyan Dialogue with UNSMIL 

Supervision

7 Bilateral Agreement, e.g., Friendship 

Treaty with Italy (2008)

8 Cooperation with Regional and Global 

9 Cooperation with the Neighboring States

10 Political, Economic, and Social Reforms

Data Source: Developed by the author.

The external milieu also offers opportunities in the fields, such as 

adjusted reforms and political, economic, and social reforms. The 

specialized organs, such as the International Monetary Fund "IMF" and the 
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international recognition of Libya in the post-Kaddafi resulted in sending 

experts and global technical assistance during the parliamentary and 

municipal elections in 2011. 

In order to build a democratic country, Libya can benefit fr

states' experiences in areas such as establishing political institutions, 

interim justice, national conciliation, and internal dialogue under the United 

Nations' supervision. Coordination and cooperation with other democratic 

entities, such as the EU, Italy, and Turkey, can speed up the 

democratization and development of institutions. Since insecurity delayed 

the transitional period, Libya has to coordinate and cooperates with its 

neighboring countries, particularly pro-democracy states. The neighb

states, which support a dictatorship project, may reward based on mutual 

Table: 5-1 

Opportunities and Threats of Libya Pos-Kaddafi: External Milieu

Opportunities Threats

Regional and Global Conferences on 

Libya, e.g., Berlin 

Foreign Intervention and 

conflict of Interests

Global Recognition of Libya e.g., UN 

Resolutions 

Libya Division into mini

States

UN and Global Technical Assistance Insecure long extended borders

The other States' Experiences in Building 

Institutions 

Extremism

Other States Experiences in Interim 

Justice and National Conciliation 

Terrorism

Libyan Dialogue with UNSMIL 

Supervision 

Libyan Elite Foreign 

Connection

Bilateral Agreement, e.g., Friendship 

Treaty with Italy (2008) 

Drug and Organized Crime

Cooperation with Regional and Global 

States 

Illegal Migration Crisis

 

Cooperation with the Neighboring States Non-competitive Economy

Political, Economic, and Social Reforms Oil Production and Revenue 

Decline
Developed by the author. 

The external milieu also offers opportunities in the fields, such as 

adjusted reforms and political, economic, and social reforms. The 

specialized organs, such as the International Monetary Fund "IMF" and the 
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Kaddafi resulted in sending 

experts and global technical assistance during the parliamentary and 

In order to build a democratic country, Libya can benefit from other 

states' experiences in areas such as establishing political institutions, 

interim justice, national conciliation, and internal dialogue under the United 

Nations' supervision. Coordination and cooperation with other democratic 

EU, Italy, and Turkey, can speed up the 

democratization and development of institutions. Since insecurity delayed 

the transitional period, Libya has to coordinate and cooperates with its 

democracy states. The neighboring 

states, which support a dictatorship project, may reward based on mutual 

Kaddafi: External Milieu 

Threats 
Foreign Intervention and 

conflict of Interests 

Libya Division into mini-

States 

Insecure long extended borders 

Extremism 

Terrorism 

Libyan Elite Foreign 

Connection 

Drug and Organized Crime 

Illegal Migration Crisis 

 

competitive Economy 

Oil Production and Revenue 

Decline 

The external milieu also offers opportunities in the fields, such as 

adjusted reforms and political, economic, and social reforms. The 

specialized organs, such as the International Monetary Fund "IMF" and the 
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World Bank for Reconstruction and Development "IWRD," have 

developed a detailed description for development. Although the IMF 

conditions are controversial, some settings may suit Libya post

e.g., lifting hydrocarbon subsidies and encouraging the private se

Although the IMF conditions do not mention political reforms, achieving 

economic development leads to political stability and democracy. 

However, the IMF agenda does not consider the poverty dilemma 

spreading in developing countries. (See Stone, 2008

Threatening factors to democratization,

 The data in Table: 5

factors to democratization in Libya post

methodological limitations, this study will mention ten factors that indicate 

the international threat to democratization in 

foreign intervention and conflict of interests.

The most threatening factor to democratization in Libya post

Kaddafi era is foreign intervention and conflict of interests among global 

and regional powers. Double

positions of many countries towards the Libyan Crisis. While they 

recognize the government in Tripoli, most support the insurgency led by 

Haftar. The contradiction of these countries' positions may be due to many 

reasons, such as the w

governments vis-à-vis

processes led by Haftar allies, e.g., the UAE, France, and Egypt. When the 

war on Tripoli began on April 4, 2019, the Haftar camp declared that his 

war was against terrorism and militia, a slogan supported at the regional 

and global level.  

Nevertheless, when Haftar's forces failed to enter Tripoli

Haftar alliance camp’s propaganda shifted from eliminating terrorism to 

misallocating wealth and centralizing power in Tripoli. In this regard, the 

Egyptian president said in his speech before the UN General Assembly 

the solution to the Libya C
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k for Reconstruction and Development "IWRD," have 

developed a detailed description for development. Although the IMF 

conditions are controversial, some settings may suit Libya post

e.g., lifting hydrocarbon subsidies and encouraging the private se

Although the IMF conditions do not mention political reforms, achieving 

economic development leads to political stability and democracy. 

However, the IMF agenda does not consider the poverty dilemma 

spreading in developing countries. (See Stone, 2008: 580-620)

Threatening factors to democratization, 

The data in Table: 5-1 indicates global opportunities and threatening 

factors to democratization in Libya post-Kaddafi era. Due to 

methodological limitations, this study will mention ten factors that indicate 

the international threat to democratization in Libya post-Kaddafi, such as 

foreign intervention and conflict of interests. 

The most threatening factor to democratization in Libya post

Kaddafi era is foreign intervention and conflict of interests among global 

and regional powers. Double-standard diplomacy characterizes the 

positions of many countries towards the Libyan Crisis. While they 

recognize the government in Tripoli, most support the insurgency led by 

Haftar. The contradiction of these countries' positions may be due to many 

reasons, such as the weak position of the Al-Sharag and Dbeiba 

vis the armed groups and successful propaganda 

processes led by Haftar allies, e.g., the UAE, France, and Egypt. When the 

war on Tripoli began on April 4, 2019, the Haftar camp declared that his 

r was against terrorism and militia, a slogan supported at the regional 

Nevertheless, when Haftar's forces failed to enter Tripoli

Haftar alliance camp’s propaganda shifted from eliminating terrorism to 

and centralizing power in Tripoli. In this regard, the 

Egyptian president said in his speech before the UN General Assembly 

the solution to the Libya Crisis is: “…addressing the grave misbalance in 
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k for Reconstruction and Development "IWRD," have 

developed a detailed description for development. Although the IMF 

conditions are controversial, some settings may suit Libya post-Kaddafi, 

e.g., lifting hydrocarbon subsidies and encouraging the private sector. 

Although the IMF conditions do not mention political reforms, achieving 

economic development leads to political stability and democracy. 

However, the IMF agenda does not consider the poverty dilemma 

620) 

1 indicates global opportunities and threatening 

Kaddafi era. Due to 

methodological limitations, this study will mention ten factors that indicate 

Kaddafi, such as 

The most threatening factor to democratization in Libya post-

Kaddafi era is foreign intervention and conflict of interests among global 

cy characterizes the 

positions of many countries towards the Libyan Crisis. While they 

recognize the government in Tripoli, most support the insurgency led by 

Haftar. The contradiction of these countries' positions may be due to many 

Sharag and Dbeiba 

the armed groups and successful propaganda 

processes led by Haftar allies, e.g., the UAE, France, and Egypt. When the 

war on Tripoli began on April 4, 2019, the Haftar camp declared that his 

r was against terrorism and militia, a slogan supported at the regional 

Nevertheless, when Haftar's forces failed to enter Tripoli in 2020, the 

Haftar alliance camp’s propaganda shifted from eliminating terrorism to 

and centralizing power in Tripoli. In this regard, the 

Egyptian president said in his speech before the UN General Assembly that 

…addressing the grave misbalance in 
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the distribution of authority and resources and absen

monitoring.”
84

    

In addition, Libya is facing another serious threat that may result in 

dividing the countries into mini

1963 changed the political system from the federal into a unitary state. In 

the post-Kaddafi era, a new political movement in

demands federalism to balance the status quo among regions. As we noted, 

regional and global powers push in this direction; thus, Libya is threatening 

to split into mini-states. 

Libya also faces numerous geopolitical threats, su

extended borders (more than 4000 Km), extremism, terrorism, drug and 

organized crime, and an illegal migration 

threats have faced Libya, to some extent, since political independence in 

1951, e.g., long extended borders. However, geopolitical threats have 

increased dramatically since the 1990s, when globalization has become a 

natural phenomenon. Geopolitical threats that Libya is facing have 

increased due to many reasons, such as internal war, corruption,

central government in Tripoli, and non

countries. 

Since democratization allows competitive political parties and NGOs 

to participate in political life; therefore, the elite foreign connection has 

become a controversial issue on the national level. Some right and left 

political parties and ideological NGOs, e.g., green parties, movements, and 

Islamic entities, are transnational phenomena. Globalization, double 

nationality, and the need for support are among the reason

Libyan elite foreign connection. 

Finally, there are many economic and socio

the concern of this study. However, the data in Table: 5

challenges in the economic field facing Libya since independenc

non-competitive economy and fluctuating oil production and revenue 

84
 - Al-Sharag responded in his speech before the UN General Assembly to the El

considers that a violation of the UN Charter emphasizes the sovereignty and independence of all its 

members. See in this regard, "General Debate: General Assembly
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the distribution of authority and resources and absence of popular 

Libya is facing another serious threat that may result in 

dividing the countries into mini-States. The constitutional amendment of 

1963 changed the political system from the federal into a unitary state. In 

Kaddafi era, a new political movement in the Eastern part of Libya 

demands federalism to balance the status quo among regions. As we noted, 

regional and global powers push in this direction; thus, Libya is threatening 

states.  

Libya also faces numerous geopolitical threats, such as insecure long 

extended borders (more than 4000 Km), extremism, terrorism, drug and 

organized crime, and an illegal migration delimma. Some geopolitical 

threats have faced Libya, to some extent, since political independence in 

extended borders. However, geopolitical threats have 

increased dramatically since the 1990s, when globalization has become a 

natural phenomenon. Geopolitical threats that Libya is facing have 

increased due to many reasons, such as internal war, corruption,

central government in Tripoli, and non-collaboration with neighboring 

Since democratization allows competitive political parties and NGOs 

to participate in political life; therefore, the elite foreign connection has 

ial issue on the national level. Some right and left 

political parties and ideological NGOs, e.g., green parties, movements, and 

Islamic entities, are transnational phenomena. Globalization, double 

nationality, and the need for support are among the reasons that resulted in 

Libyan elite foreign connection.  

Finally, there are many economic and socio-cultural threats beyond 

the concern of this study. However, the data in Table: 5-1 mentions some 

challenges in the economic field facing Libya since independenc

competitive economy and fluctuating oil production and revenue 

                                                           
Sharag responded in his speech before the UN General Assembly to the El-Isis 

considers that a violation of the UN Charter emphasizes the sovereignty and independence of all its 

members. See in this regard, "General Debate: General Assembly of the United Nations, Meetings.

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany  

Page 142 

ce of popular 

Libya is facing another serious threat that may result in 

States. The constitutional amendment of 

1963 changed the political system from the federal into a unitary state. In 

the Eastern part of Libya 

demands federalism to balance the status quo among regions. As we noted, 

regional and global powers push in this direction; thus, Libya is threatening 

ch as insecure long 

extended borders (more than 4000 Km), extremism, terrorism, drug and 

. Some geopolitical 

threats have faced Libya, to some extent, since political independence in 

extended borders. However, geopolitical threats have 

increased dramatically since the 1990s, when globalization has become a 

natural phenomenon. Geopolitical threats that Libya is facing have 

increased due to many reasons, such as internal war, corruption, the weak 

collaboration with neighboring 

Since democratization allows competitive political parties and NGOs 

to participate in political life; therefore, the elite foreign connection has 

ial issue on the national level. Some right and left 

political parties and ideological NGOs, e.g., green parties, movements, and 

Islamic entities, are transnational phenomena. Globalization, double 

s that resulted in 

cultural threats beyond 

1 mentions some 

challenges in the economic field facing Libya since independence, e.g., a 

competitive economy and fluctuating oil production and revenue 

Isis accusation, and he 

considers that a violation of the UN Charter emphasizes the sovereignty and independence of all its 

of the United Nations, Meetings. 
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decline. Despite the plans to diversify the economy in the 1970s and 1980s, 

Libya failed to do so. Consequently, oil and gas exports remain the most 

important source of income (a

currency income is affected by changes in the global market level. Also, 

the Libyan economy is affected by instability, which resulted in many 

instances of armed groups occupying ports and oil fields. A competitive 

economy is another story that demands preconditions, such as stability and 

political will.  

The Impact of External Factors upon Democratization:

In this section, we may shift from describing and analyzing some 

external factors to their 

methodological limitations do not enable us to examine the impact of the 

twenty independent variables; therefore, the influence of international 

conferences (as opportunity) and foreign interventions (as a threat) may 

examine qualitatively and quantitatively, respectively. In the previous 

section, a brief description and analysis have mentioned the opportunities 

and threats in general. In this sub

Conference and external intervention as two case

impact of external factors on democratization in Libya post

The Berlin Conference Declaration

As we will see in the next chapter, the Berlin Conference reflects the 

role of regional and global powers in Libya’s Cris

avoid repetition, we will briefly describe the impact of the Berlin 

Conference on Libya’s Crisis. However, the next chapter will focus on 

more details on this topic.

In Principle, the Berlin Conference differs from prev

on the Libyan Crisis according to the number of attendees and outputs. In 

the next chapter, we will explain in more detail the differences between the 

Berlin Conference an

Conference has reflected differen

regarding the Libyan C

analysis will be the focus of the next chapter, as we mentioned before.
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decline. Despite the plans to diversify the economy in the 1970s and 1980s, 

Libya failed to do so. Consequently, oil and gas exports remain the most 

important source of income (around 95% of the total). Libya's hard 

currency income is affected by changes in the global market level. Also, 

the Libyan economy is affected by instability, which resulted in many 

instances of armed groups occupying ports and oil fields. A competitive 

nomy is another story that demands preconditions, such as stability and 

The Impact of External Factors upon Democratization: 

In this section, we may shift from describing and analyzing some 

external factors to their measuring impact on democratization. Here, 

methodological limitations do not enable us to examine the impact of the 

twenty independent variables; therefore, the influence of international 

conferences (as opportunity) and foreign interventions (as a threat) may 

ely and quantitatively, respectively. In the previous 

section, a brief description and analysis have mentioned the opportunities 

threats in general. In this subsection, the focus will shift to the Berlin 

Conference and external intervention as two case studies that reflect the 

impact of external factors on democratization in Libya post-Kaddafi era.

The Berlin Conference Declaration:  

As we will see in the next chapter, the Berlin Conference reflects the 

role of regional and global powers in Libya’s Crisis since 2020. In order to 

avoid repetition, we will briefly describe the impact of the Berlin 

Conference on Libya’s Crisis. However, the next chapter will focus on 

more details on this topic. 

In Principle, the Berlin Conference differs from previous confe

risis according to the number of attendees and outputs. In 

the next chapter, we will explain in more detail the differences between the 

Berlin Conference and other conferences. In addition, the Berlin 

Conference has reflected different conflicting views and solutions 

regarding the Libyan Crisis. Thus, quantitative and qualitative content 

analysis will be the focus of the next chapter, as we mentioned before.
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decline. Despite the plans to diversify the economy in the 1970s and 1980s, 

Libya failed to do so. Consequently, oil and gas exports remain the most 

round 95% of the total). Libya's hard 
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instances of armed groups occupying ports and oil fields. A competitive 

nomy is another story that demands preconditions, such as stability and 

In this section, we may shift from describing and analyzing some 

ocratization. Here, 

methodological limitations do not enable us to examine the impact of the 

twenty independent variables; therefore, the influence of international 

conferences (as opportunity) and foreign interventions (as a threat) may 

ely and quantitatively, respectively. In the previous 

section, a brief description and analysis have mentioned the opportunities 

section, the focus will shift to the Berlin 

studies that reflect the 

Kaddafi era. 

As we will see in the next chapter, the Berlin Conference reflects the 

is since 2020. In order to 

avoid repetition, we will briefly describe the impact of the Berlin 

Conference on Libya’s Crisis. However, the next chapter will focus on 

ious conferences 

risis according to the number of attendees and outputs. In 

the next chapter, we will explain in more detail the differences between the 

. In addition, the Berlin 

ws and solutions 

risis. Thus, quantitative and qualitative content 

analysis will be the focus of the next chapter, as we mentioned before. 
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Compared with other similar meetings regarding Libya, Berlin 

Conference issued a written document or an explicit declaration reflecting a 

situation or compromise among conflicting views. Most import

considers the Libyan C

security; thus, it gave more attention to its formality

Substantially, there are ano

namely Berlin II. Formally, the first Berlin Conference paid more attention 

to Libya's Crisis; therefore, its first declaration was longer than any similar 

documents. In short, the Berlin Conference Declaration has reflected 

different views that slow down the transitional democratic process. While 

some countries who attend the meeting encourage democratization, e.g., 

Turkey, others attempt to impose a dictatorship model

national interests, e.g., Egypt, the UAE, France, and Russia.

five) 

The Impact of External Intervention on Democratization

 This study examines the annual data (2006

Index Report, which has de

intervention. The Fragile State Index Report (2019) defines external 

intervention in the internal affairs of any country as the influence of foreign 

states in security, economic, and humanitarian fields: (Frag

Report, 2019: 41) 

Firstly, security aspects refer to "engagement from foreign states, 

both covert and overt, in the internal affairs of a state by governments, 

armies, intelligence services, identity groups, or other entities that may 

affect the balance of power (or the resolution of conflict) within a state." 

Secondly, the foreign economic intervention includes "multilateral 

organizations, through large

aid, such as ongoing budget support, cont

the state's economic policy, creating economic dependency." 

Thirdly, external intervention refers also to “humanitarian 

intervention," such as the deployment of an international peacekeeping 

mission." Thus, the three pill

and economic interventions
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Compared with other similar meetings regarding Libya, Berlin 

a written document or an explicit declaration reflecting a 

situation or compromise among conflicting views. Most import

considers the Libyan Crisis a severe threat to international peace and 

security; thus, it gave more attention to its formality and substance. 

tantially, there are another meetings in this regard met in Berlin, 

. Formally, the first Berlin Conference paid more attention 

to Libya's Crisis; therefore, its first declaration was longer than any similar 

In short, the Berlin Conference Declaration has reflected 

different views that slow down the transitional democratic process. While 

some countries who attend the meeting encourage democratization, e.g., 

Turkey, others attempt to impose a dictatorship model that represents their 

national interests, e.g., Egypt, the UAE, France, and Russia.

The Impact of External Intervention on Democratization: 

This study examines the annual data (2006-2020) of the Fragile State 

Index Report, which has developed an operational definition for external 

intervention. The Fragile State Index Report (2019) defines external 

intervention in the internal affairs of any country as the influence of foreign 

states in security, economic, and humanitarian fields: (Fragile State Index 

Firstly, security aspects refer to "engagement from foreign states, 

both covert and overt, in the internal affairs of a state by governments, 

armies, intelligence services, identity groups, or other entities that may 

t the balance of power (or the resolution of conflict) within a state." 

Secondly, the foreign economic intervention includes "multilateral 

organizations, through large-scale loans, development projects, or foreign 

aid, such as ongoing budget support, control of finances, or management of 

the state's economic policy, creating economic dependency."  

Thirdly, external intervention refers also to “humanitarian 

intervention," such as the deployment of an international peacekeeping 

three pillars of external intervention are political, force, 

and economic interventions. 
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Compared with other similar meetings regarding Libya, Berlin 

a written document or an explicit declaration reflecting a 

situation or compromise among conflicting views. Most importantly, it 

risis a severe threat to international peace and 

and substance. 

d met in Berlin, 

. Formally, the first Berlin Conference paid more attention 

to Libya's Crisis; therefore, its first declaration was longer than any similar 

In short, the Berlin Conference Declaration has reflected 

different views that slow down the transitional democratic process. While 

some countries who attend the meeting encourage democratization, e.g., 

that represents their 

national interests, e.g., Egypt, the UAE, France, and Russia. (See chapter 
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Firstly, security aspects refer to "engagement from foreign states, 

both covert and overt, in the internal affairs of a state by governments, 

armies, intelligence services, identity groups, or other entities that may 

t the balance of power (or the resolution of conflict) within a state."  

Secondly, the foreign economic intervention includes "multilateral 
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Thirdly, external intervention refers also to “humanitarian 

intervention," such as the deployment of an international peacekeeping 

ars of external intervention are political, force, 
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In this regard, the 

sample on the following questions: "Is there external support for "the 

Libyan" factions opposed to the gov

"Libya's soil"? Are military attacks from other countries occurring? 

Furthermore, Is there external military assistance

training exercises with other nations or support of milit

other states? Is there a peacekeepi

external support for police training?

place? Is the country receivin

is the country dependent on economic aid?"

 Figure: 5-3 indicates 

and democratization in Libya during 2006

adopted by the Democracy Index and Fragile State Index is b

The zero score means neither democratization nor external intervention, 

and the ten score means that there are perfect levels of democracy and 

intervention.
86

 By examining the data in Figure: 5

points may report as follow:

1. Democratization was a limited process during the late years of the 

Kaddafi regime; thus, its scores were less than two points. The 

absence of democratization during the Kaddafi regime is due to 

adopting the authoritarian political system. There was neither

constitution nor local and parliamentary elections during the Kaddafi 

era. Nevertheless, the late political reforms by Kaddafi and his older 

son did not match the Democracy Index criteria. The political reforms 

of the Kaddafi regime improved the democra

in 2006 to (2/10) and (1.94/10) in 2008 and 2010, respectively. The 

failure of political reforms resulted in a minor decline in democratic 

scales (from 2 to 1.94). In short, an authoritarian regime contradicts 

democratization becaus

continuation.(See Easton, 1979)

85
 - Fragile States Index: Annual Reports 

86
 - According to the Democracy Index of 2019, any country has no perfect score (10/10) registered 

(2006-2019). For example, while the five Scandinavian countries have recorded the highest scores on the 

international level (9-9.5/10), the USA has only (7.96/10) in 2019. The world average democracy index 

score in 2019 reached only (5.44/10). (Democracy index, 2019
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In this regard, the Fragile State Index Report reflects responses of a 

sample on the following questions: "Is there external support for "the 

ions opposed to the government? Are foreign troops present 

Are military attacks from other countries occurring? 

Furthermore, Is there external military assistance? Are there military 

training exercises with other nations or support of military training from 

Is there a peacekeeping operation on the ground?

al support for police training? Are there covert operations taking 

place? Is the country receiving economic intervention or aid?

is the country dependent on economic aid?"
85

 

3 indicates the relationship between external intervention 

and democratization in Libya during 2006-2019. The measurement scale 

adopted by the Democracy Index and Fragile State Index is between (0

The zero score means neither democratization nor external intervention, 

and the ten score means that there are perfect levels of democracy and 

By examining the data in Figure: 5-3 and Table: 5

ollow: 

Democratization was a limited process during the late years of the 

Kaddafi regime; thus, its scores were less than two points. The 

absence of democratization during the Kaddafi regime is due to 

adopting the authoritarian political system. There was neither

constitution nor local and parliamentary elections during the Kaddafi 

era. Nevertheless, the late political reforms by Kaddafi and his older 

son did not match the Democracy Index criteria. The political reforms 

of the Kaddafi regime improved the democracy index from (1.84/10) 

in 2006 to (2/10) and (1.94/10) in 2008 and 2010, respectively. The 

failure of political reforms resulted in a minor decline in democratic 

scales (from 2 to 1.94). In short, an authoritarian regime contradicts 

democratization because it is a process for surviving and 

(See Easton, 1979)  

                                                           
Fragile States Index: Annual Reports 2019 (Washington, DC: The Fund for Peace, 2019):

According to the Democracy Index of 2019, any country has no perfect score (10/10) registered 

2019). For example, while the five Scandinavian countries have recorded the highest scores on the 

9.5/10), the USA has only (7.96/10) in 2019. The world average democracy index 

score in 2019 reached only (5.44/10). (Democracy index, 2019): 18 and 22.  
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reflects responses of a 

sample on the following questions: "Is there external support for "the 

Are foreign troops present on 

Are military attacks from other countries occurring? 

Are there military 

ary training from 

ng operation on the ground? Is there 

Are there covert operations taking 

g economic intervention or aid? And finally, 

the relationship between external intervention 

2019. The measurement scale 

etween (0-10). 

The zero score means neither democratization nor external intervention, 

and the ten score means that there are perfect levels of democracy and 

3 and Table: 5-2, several 

Democratization was a limited process during the late years of the 

Kaddafi regime; thus, its scores were less than two points. The 

absence of democratization during the Kaddafi regime is due to 

adopting the authoritarian political system. There was neither a 

constitution nor local and parliamentary elections during the Kaddafi 

era. Nevertheless, the late political reforms by Kaddafi and his older 

son did not match the Democracy Index criteria. The political reforms 

cy index from (1.84/10) 

in 2006 to (2/10) and (1.94/10) in 2008 and 2010, respectively. The 

failure of political reforms resulted in a minor decline in democratic 

scales (from 2 to 1.94). In short, an authoritarian regime contradicts 

e it is a process for surviving and 

DC: The Fund for Peace, 2019): 41. 
According to the Democracy Index of 2019, any country has no perfect score (10/10) registered 

2019). For example, while the five Scandinavian countries have recorded the highest scores on the 

9.5/10), the USA has only (7.96/10) in 2019. The world average democracy index 
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2. Furthermore, there was a middle range of external intervention in 

Libyan affairs during the Kaddafi era. The Kaddafi regime involved 

direct and indirect conflicts with regional and global

wars with Chad, Egypt, and the Lockerbie C

intervention during the Kaddafi regime emerged due to uncalculated 

foreign policy towards other countries rather than alerting his 

authoritarianism. 

The Relationship between External Intervention and Democratization in 

Data Source: The Fragile State Index and Democracy Index (Different Issues)

Pearson Correlation between Democracy and External Intervention, 2012
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Furthermore, there was a middle range of external intervention in 

Libyan affairs during the Kaddafi era. The Kaddafi regime involved 

direct and indirect conflicts with regional and global countries, e.g., 

Chad, Egypt, and the Lockerbie Crisis. External 

intervention during the Kaddafi regime emerged due to uncalculated 

foreign policy towards other countries rather than alerting his 

Figure: 5-3 

tween External Intervention and Democratization in 

Libya, 2006-2019 

: The Fragile State Index and Democracy Index (Different Issues) 

Table: 5-2 

Pearson Correlation between Democracy and External Intervention, 2012
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3. The democracy curve does not reflect a regular pattern but represents 

a fluctuation model. Political reforms during the Kaddafi era did not 

improve the democratic process. The Interim Institutional 

Declaration (of 2011) and the parliamentary elections (of 

improve the Libyan image as a transitional democratic country. The 

coup of Haftar in 2014 and his wars against Benghazi, Derna, and 

Tripoli resulted in an increased level of external intervention and 

democratization setbacks.   

4. Although democratization witnessed a noticeable setback in Libya 

post-Kaddafi era after 2014, foreign intervention increased 

dramatically. Figure: 5

scores of external intervention since 2012. Thus, while the democra

process slowed down in 2015 on the one hand

intervention in Libya affairs has increased dramatically on the other 

hand. From a methodological point of view, other independen

variables explain the democratization 

5. It may argue that external intervention is not limited to the Libyan 

Crisis but has extended to other Arab Spring countries, such as 

Yemen, Egypt, and Tunisia. Nevertheless, the level of external 

intervention reaches the maximum in Yemen and Libya. The re

scores in 2019 reached the total score in Yemen and Libya (2017

2018). The lowest score of external intervention in 2019 was in 

Tunisia (5.8/10). In short, the lower level of external intervention in 

the Arab Spring countries, the more successful ex
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democratization, e.g., Tunisia. However, external intervention neither 

slows down the process of democracy nor encourages anti

democratization movements to establish authoritarian regimes, e.g., in 

Egypt. In this regard, regional and

democratic process, e.g., France, the United Arab Emirates, and 

Egypt, for political reasons rather than moral values. 

6. The data in Table 5

relationship (-0.892) exists to examine the impa

intervention on democratization in Libya po

to this chapter data, external intervention increases concurrent with 

democratic process setbacks. Examining a causal relationship between 

external intervention and dem

analysis. A regression test indicates a significant impact of the 

external intervention on democratization in Libya post

2012. The values of:  B= 

adjusted R Square = .762 indicates that the actual relationship between 

the two variables is a negative and strong at significant level of (.003). 

The adjusted R Square (.762) means that the external intervention 

since 2012 explains 76.2% of the setback of democratizati

The remaining variance (23.8%) means that other independent 

variables affect democratization in Libya post

Consequently, further comparative research is required to examine the 

impact of internal factors on democratization in Liby

era.
87

 

Conclusions: Results

  Democratization in Libya and other developing countries is not a 

smooth process. Libya and other Arab Spring states are facing many 

obstacles that reflect internal and external factors. Most of the literature 

focuses on particular independent variables due

87
 - Various issues of the Democratic and Fragile States indexes (2006

study. The outputs of "SPSS" program (Version 19) include correlation and regression data on both 

variables (Y= democratic index; and X1 = external Intervention). Since the first parliamentary election 

was in 2012 (See the data in Figures 5

mentioned before, comprehensive and comparative studies on the impact of ecological factors on 

democratization in Libya and other Arab Spring countries require further research.
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limitations. This study has deviated from that by adopting a new approach 

(SWOT analysis) that allows us to examine the impact of different 

independent variables on democratization. This chapter examines the 

impact of external factors on

Thus, the focus was on describing and analyzing opportunities and threats. 

The SWOT approach also includes an internal milieu, an area beyond the 

concern of this chapter, and it may require further research.

This chapter consists of 

the general and null hypotheses, and they are

transitional democracy in Libya; third, external milieu, opportunities, and 

threats; fourth, the impact of e

Libya; and finally, a conclusion. Since there are opportunities that enhance 

the democratic process in Libya; thus, the Berlin declaration negatively 

affects democratization in Libya post

Since the external

democracy in Libya; thus, it may examine quantitatively.

analysis indicates a strong and negative relationship between 

democratization and external intervention in Libya since 2012 (r = 

which means the more external intervention, the more distorted 

democratization in Libya post

indicates that a causal linear relationship between democratization and 

external intervention is statistically sign

one hand and the external intervention explains more than three

(76.2%) of the total variance on the oth

conclusions summarize as follows:

1. Democracy is a complicated concep

operational definitions, and this study adopts the operational definition 

adopted by the team of the Democracy Index. Thus, democracy 

reflects five indicators: electoral process and pluralism, the 

functioning of government, po

and civil liberties. 
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reflects five indicators: electoral process and pluralism, the 

functioning of government, political participation, political culture, 
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2. Democracy in Libya post

suffered a tremendous setback due to internal and external variables

afterword. 
3. Democracy is a complicated process that follows

institutions. Democracy not only 

Libyan elites also consider it that way

4. Democracy is a dynamic process that adapts to the internal and 

external environment. Although elections and a constitution ar

main requirements of transitional democratic countries, Libya is a 

peculiar case that reflects the extra effect of foreign intervention in 

democratization.  
5. The external factors that affect democratization include opportunities 

and threats. Opportuni

weakness on the national and sub

global conferences. Nevertheless, Libya is facing real threats from its 

external environment, e.g., external intervention.

6. Libya enjoys opportuni

maximize and rationalize them against the internal milieu's weakness. 

7. Despite the variety of opportunities and threats discussed, this chapter 

examined conferences and external intervention as opportunities and 

threats.  

8. The qualitative content analysis of the Berlin Conference Declaration 

demonstrates that there is a global and regional conflict of views 

toward democratization in Libya. While 

Berlin conference supported the authoritarian option for Libya, e.g., 

the UAE, Egypt, and France, others backed democratization, such as 

Turkey and Italy. 

9. Libya also faces various threats, from external intervention to illegal 

migrations and drug trafficking. Libya's strengths in local politics can 

utilize against external threats.

10. The relationship between democratization and external intervention is 

strong (-.892) at an acceptable level of significance (.003) on the one 

hand and has a negative correlation on the other hand. While the 

strong correlation (
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the UAE, Egypt, and France, others backed democratization, such as 

 

Libya also faces various threats, from external intervention to illegal 

ons and drug trafficking. Libya's strengths in local politics can 

utilize against external threats. 

The relationship between democratization and external intervention is 

.892) at an acceptable level of significance (.003) on the one 

negative correlation on the other hand. While the 

strong correlation (-.892) presumably means more effect of the 

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany  

Page 150 

Kaddafi era flourished from 2012-2014 and 

suffered a tremendous setback due to internal and external variables 

the stage of building 

state building, but some 

Democracy is a dynamic process that adapts to the internal and 

external environment. Although elections and a constitution are the 

main requirements of transitional democratic countries, Libya is a 

peculiar case that reflects the extra effect of foreign intervention in 

The external factors that affect democratization include opportunities 

ties can help the country to overcome its 

national levels, e.g., regional and 

global conferences. Nevertheless, Libya is facing real threats from its 

ties that enable the decision-makers to 

maximize and rationalize them against the internal milieu's weakness.  

Despite the variety of opportunities and threats discussed, this chapter 

examined conferences and external intervention as opportunities and 

The qualitative content analysis of the Berlin Conference Declaration 

demonstrates that there is a global and regional conflict of views 

countries during the 

Berlin conference supported the authoritarian option for Libya, e.g., 

the UAE, Egypt, and France, others backed democratization, such as 

Libya also faces various threats, from external intervention to illegal 

ons and drug trafficking. Libya's strengths in local politics can 

The relationship between democratization and external intervention is 

.892) at an acceptable level of significance (.003) on the one 

negative correlation on the other hand. While the 

.892) presumably means more effect of the 



151 
 The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 
Kashiem  

Democratic Arab Center 

 

 

external intervention on democratization, the negative relationship 

means more foreign intervention leads to more setbacks in the 

democratic process in Libya post

affects democratization in Libya post

intervention explains more than two

Consequently, there is a need for further studies to explore and 

examine the impact of other influencing variables on the 

democratization in Libya post

In short, the underlying results of this chapter support the primary o

basic hypothesis mentioned earlier

democratic transition in Libya post

in general and global politics in particular, e.g., the Berlin conference and 

external intervention. However, this study does not necessarily claim that 

external factors are more important than intern

democratization difficulties in Libya since 2012. Furthermore, more 

research that is scientific is required on this topic. 
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Abstract 

  This chapter aims to describe and analyze the impact of international 

conference politics on Libyan politics. Examining the effect of the Berlin 

International Conference on the Libyan Crisis is another goal of this 

chapter. While the general hypothesis a

affects the Libyan Crisis, the null assumption is 

with the impact of the Berlin Conference as an independent variable and 

the Libyan Crisis as a dependent variable. A multi

adopted to examine basic and null assumptions, e.g., quantitative and 

qualitative content analysis techniques. However, the business

scenario, which assumes a partial execution of the Berlin Conference 

Declaration, is expected to prevail in the sh

in the future due to changing circumstances and continuing conflicts of 

interests among national, regional, and international parties. 

Keywords: Libyan Crisis, Conferences Politics, Berlin Conference, 

Democratization, Interna

Intervention. 

Introduction 

 The Berlin Conference reflects a cumulative political process; thus, 

it is a continuation of regional and international confe

the Libyan Crisis, e.g., the Moscow meeti

Berlin Conference on Libya, which met on January 19, 2020, has been 

dealt with as a case study, reflecting the impact of international diplomacy 

on the Libyan Crisis. The case study method helps us dig deeper into 

details; thus, scientific answers result. Thus, content analyzing the Berlin 

Declaration may help to reach preliminary answers to controversial 

questions. 

Data and Methodology:

The main objective of this chapter is to examine the influence of the 

Berlin Conference on the Libyan Crisis. The Berlin Declaration will be 

content analysis at the quantitative and qualitative levels. As far as the 

problem of this study is concerned, ther
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This chapter aims to describe and analyze the impact of international 
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affects the Libyan Crisis, the null assumption is vice versa. This study deals 

with the impact of the Berlin Conference as an independent variable and 

the Libyan Crisis as a dependent variable. A multi-research strategy is 

adopted to examine basic and null assumptions, e.g., quantitative and 

qualitative content analysis techniques. However, the business

scenario, which assumes a partial execution of the Berlin Conference 

Declaration, is expected to prevail in the short run. Conferences may meet 

in the future due to changing circumstances and continuing conflicts of 

interests among national, regional, and international parties.  

Libyan Crisis, Conferences Politics, Berlin Conference, 

Democratization, Internal Factors, External Elements, and Foreign 

The Berlin Conference reflects a cumulative political process; thus, 

it is a continuation of regional and international conferences dealing with 

risis, e.g., the Moscow meeting on January 13, 2020. The 

Berlin Conference on Libya, which met on January 19, 2020, has been 

dealt with as a case study, reflecting the impact of international diplomacy 

on the Libyan Crisis. The case study method helps us dig deeper into 

scientific answers result. Thus, content analyzing the Berlin 

Declaration may help to reach preliminary answers to controversial 

Data and Methodology: 

The main objective of this chapter is to examine the influence of the 

Berlin Conference on the Libyan Crisis. The Berlin Declaration will be 

content analysis at the quantitative and qualitative levels. As far as the 

problem of this study is concerned, there are three main questions: 
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Berlin Conference reflects real politics or ethical views? How and why the

Berlin Conference succeeds or fails in fulfilling its objectives? Moreover, 

what is the impact of the Berlin Conference on the Libyan Crisis? 

with the previous questions, general and null hypotheses have been 

developed. The first hypothesis assumes the influence of the B

Conference on the Libyan C

The validity of the general and null hypothes

methods, approaches, and techniques. Since the Declaration of the Berlin 

Conference, "BCD" has been the data source. So, it is content analysis to 

verify the validity of the general and null hypotheses. Word frequencies 

and percentages are the techniques that are adopted in this chapter. Thus, 

we can track the BCD's most frequent and non

qualitative explanations will add new insights to our knowledge in this 

regard. 

Finally, there are methodological limitations

the Berlin Conference as a case study. The methodological limitations are 

adopting particular methods and approaches and limiting the period of this 

study (2011-2022). A literature review reveals the importance of internal 

and external factors in the Libyan Crisis. Nevertheless, this study focuses 

on the effect of regional and global variables on Libya for many reasons, 

e.g., methodological limitations, the importance of the BCD, and the 

continuation of the Libyan Crisis. As we ment

level of external intervention in the Libyan C

Turkey. Thus, fears of proxy war are another reason to explore the 

importance of the external factor.

Examining the validity of general and null hy

divide this chapter into sections and subsections. Accordingly, this chapter 

is divided into the following titles and sub

• Introduction 

• Data and Methodology

• Libya’s Crisis and External Factors
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• Impact of the Berli

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

 

Democratic Arab Center For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany 

Berlin Conference reflects real politics or ethical views? How and why the

Berlin Conference succeeds or fails in fulfilling its objectives? Moreover, 

what is the impact of the Berlin Conference on the Libyan Crisis? 

with the previous questions, general and null hypotheses have been 

developed. The first hypothesis assumes the influence of the B

Conference on the Libyan Crisis, and the null hypothesis is vice versa.

The validity of the general and null hypotheses requires particular 

methods, approaches, and techniques. Since the Declaration of the Berlin 

Conference, "BCD" has been the data source. So, it is content analysis to 

verify the validity of the general and null hypotheses. Word frequencies 

es are the techniques that are adopted in this chapter. Thus, 

we can track the BCD's most frequent and non-frequent words. Further 

qualitative explanations will add new insights to our knowledge in this 

Finally, there are methodological limitations regarding the impact of 

the Berlin Conference as a case study. The methodological limitations are 

adopting particular methods and approaches and limiting the period of this 

2022). A literature review reveals the importance of internal 

rnal factors in the Libyan Crisis. Nevertheless, this study focuses 

on the effect of regional and global variables on Libya for many reasons, 

e.g., methodological limitations, the importance of the BCD, and the 

continuation of the Libyan Crisis. As we mentioned, there is an increasing 

nal intervention in the Libyan Crisis, e.g., Russia

Turkey. Thus, fears of proxy war are another reason to explore the 

importance of the external factor. 

Examining the validity of general and null hypotheses led us to 

divide this chapter into sections and subsections. Accordingly, this chapter 

is divided into the following titles and sub-titles: 

Data and Methodology 

Libya’s Crisis and External Factors 

Berlin Conference 

Impact of the Berlin Conference on the Libyan Crisis 
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o Outcomes of the Berlin Conference

o The Second Berlin Conference Declaration

o Scenarios of the Libyan Crisis

• Conclusion: Results

Libya’s Crisis: Internal and External Factors 

Mohiuddin (2016) argues that external factors are

changes in the world. Globalization, digital technology, and regional 

structure have been behind the Arab Spring Revolutions since 2011. N

Libya involves in a severe C

Vircoulon, 2011). The in

dilemma with the red color category in 2020. However, foreign 

intervention in 2011 sped up the end of the Ka

Libyan Crisis has been affected by internal and external factors since 2011. 

(See Kekilli, 2017, and Harchaoui, 2020)

Further literature review reveals that scholars have different views on 

the Libyan Crisis. Libya enjoyed considerable stability during the years 

2012-2014. Nevertheless, Rudzka argues that instability and Libya have 

been twins since 1952. The conclusion of 

the constitutional monarchy achieved independence in 1952 when most of 

the developing nations had colonized.

role of external factors during Libyan indepe

Resolution, issued on November 29, 1949, called for establishing Libya as 

a sovereign state by January 1952. Thus, Libya, as a united country, was 

established by the United Nations General Assembly Resolution number 

(289), and the overthrow of the Kaddafi regime resulted from the Security 

Council decisions numbers (1970 and 1973). The exter

the Libyan Crisis reached the highest level in 2020

reports of the Security Council mention the interve

in Libya’s Crisis. Russia, Egypt, the UAE, Sudan, France, and Turkey are 

the most intervening countries in the Libyan C

Index Report, 2021)  

88 See in this regard, The Libyan Constitution
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Outcomes of the Berlin Conference 

The Second Berlin Conference Declaration 

Scenarios of the Libyan Crisis 

Conclusion: Results 

Libya’s Crisis: Internal and External Factors  

Mohiuddin (2016) argues that external factors are behind political 

changes in the world. Globalization, digital technology, and regional 

structure have been behind the Arab Spring Revolutions since 2011. N

Libya involves in a severe Crisis compared with Tunisia and Egypt. (See 

Vircoulon, 2011). The international crisis group marked the Libyan 

dilemma with the red color category in 2020. However, foreign 

intervention in 2011 sped up the end of the Kaddafi regime. Thus, the 

risis has been affected by internal and external factors since 2011. 

Kekilli, 2017, and Harchaoui, 2020) 

Further literature review reveals that scholars have different views on 

the Libyan Crisis. Libya enjoyed considerable stability during the years 

2014. Nevertheless, Rudzka argues that instability and Libya have 

n twins since 1952. The conclusion of  Rudzka is misleading because 

the constitutional monarchy achieved independence in 1952 when most of 

the developing nations had colonized.88  Rudzka (2016) de-emphasizes the 

role of external factors during Libyan independence. The United Nations 

Resolution, issued on November 29, 1949, called for establishing Libya as 

a sovereign state by January 1952. Thus, Libya, as a united country, was 

established by the United Nations General Assembly Resolution number 

e overthrow of the Kaddafi regime resulted from the Security 

Council decisions numbers (1970 and 1973). The external intervention in 

risis reached the highest level in 2020 (9.9/10)

reports of the Security Council mention the intervention of foreign powers 

risis. Russia, Egypt, the UAE, Sudan, France, and Turkey are 

vening countries in the Libyan Crisis. (See the Fragile States 

                                                           
The Libyan Constitution, 1951: 6 
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There is a considerable focus on the effect of internal facto

Libyan Crisis. Instability in Libya post

secularists-Islamists conflict. (Sawani, 2018); and Gebril, 2016). A further 

review of the literature reveals that localism is another internal 

affects the Libyan Crisis. (See Watanabe, 2016)  Also, divided political 

institutions and armed groups affect the instability in Libya. (See Feliu and 

Aarab, 2019; and Sawani, 2017) Some other scholars argue that there are 

Social variables that affect the Libyan C

2012) Other internal factors that affect the Libyan C

national reconciliation. (See Kekilli, 2017; Harchaoui, 2020; and Sawani, 

2020) 

Some other scholars argue that internal and external variables are 

responsible for instability in Libya. (Dessi and Greco, 2018) However, 

Dessi and Greco (2018) ignored many crucial variables that reflect 

opportunities and threats to the Libyan Crisis. Dessi and Greco focus on 

limiting environmental factors. Dessi and his colleag

strengths and opportunities that reflect internal and external environments. 

In short, the literature review indicates that scholars focus either on internal 

or external factors. (Kashiam, 2012A; Davidson, 2013; Dirsus and Eaton, 

2019). However, more attention is an academic need in this regard.

In short, Libya and other Arab Spring countries are facing political, 

social, and economic crises. According to Easton (1979), Libya suffers 

from an "outputs failure." The output's failure is due

between outputs and inputs. Different Libyan governments have been 

involved in an internal war and conflict since 2014. Nevertheless, the 

Government of National Accord "GNA" and its successor, the Government 

of National Unity "GNU" in Trip

them. Thus, its public support or "legitimacy" has declined. (See 

BenIbrahim, 2016) According to the system approach, the demands and 

opposition levels have increased. However, the support and available 

resources are declining. So, Libya's political system is in a state of 

disequilibrium. Nevertheless, the demands and oppositions exceed the 

support and resources. (Easton, 1979) 

will lead to a collapse of 
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There is a considerable focus on the effect of internal facto

Libyan Crisis. Instability in Libya post-Kaddafi era is a result of the 

Islamists conflict. (Sawani, 2018); and Gebril, 2016). A further 

review of the literature reveals that localism is another internal 

risis. (See Watanabe, 2016)  Also, divided political 

institutions and armed groups affect the instability in Libya. (See Feliu and 

Aarab, 2019; and Sawani, 2017) Some other scholars argue that there are 

riables that affect the Libyan Crisis. (Sawani, 2012; and Ahmida, 

factors that affect the Libyan Crisis are civil war and 

national reconciliation. (See Kekilli, 2017; Harchaoui, 2020; and Sawani, 

Some other scholars argue that internal and external variables are 

ble for instability in Libya. (Dessi and Greco, 2018) However, 

Dessi and Greco (2018) ignored many crucial variables that reflect 

opportunities and threats to the Libyan Crisis. Dessi and Greco focus on 

limiting environmental factors. Dessi and his colleague have ignored the 

strengths and opportunities that reflect internal and external environments. 

In short, the literature review indicates that scholars focus either on internal 

or external factors. (Kashiam, 2012A; Davidson, 2013; Dirsus and Eaton, 

However, more attention is an academic need in this regard.

In short, Libya and other Arab Spring countries are facing political, 

social, and economic crises. According to Easton (1979), Libya suffers 

from an "outputs failure." The output's failure is due to an imbalance 

between outputs and inputs. Different Libyan governments have been 

involved in an internal war and conflict since 2014. Nevertheless, the 

Government of National Accord "GNA" and its successor, the Government 

of National Unity "GNU" in Tripoli, failed to unify the Libyans behind 

. Thus, its public support or "legitimacy" has declined. (See 

BenIbrahim, 2016) According to the system approach, the demands and 

opposition levels have increased. However, the support and available 

declining. So, Libya's political system is in a state of 

disequilibrium. Nevertheless, the demands and oppositions exceed the 

support and resources. (Easton, 1979) In short, a continuing disequilibrium 

of Libya's political system.   
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Aarab, 2019; and Sawani, 2017) Some other scholars argue that there are 

wani, 2012; and Ahmida, 

risis are civil war and 

national reconciliation. (See Kekilli, 2017; Harchaoui, 2020; and Sawani, 

Some other scholars argue that internal and external variables are 

ble for instability in Libya. (Dessi and Greco, 2018) However, 

Dessi and Greco (2018) ignored many crucial variables that reflect 

opportunities and threats to the Libyan Crisis. Dessi and Greco focus on 

ue have ignored the 

strengths and opportunities that reflect internal and external environments. 

In short, the literature review indicates that scholars focus either on internal 

or external factors. (Kashiam, 2012A; Davidson, 2013; Dirsus and Eaton, 

However, more attention is an academic need in this regard. 

In short, Libya and other Arab Spring countries are facing political, 

social, and economic crises. According to Easton (1979), Libya suffers 

to an imbalance 

between outputs and inputs. Different Libyan governments have been 

involved in an internal war and conflict since 2014. Nevertheless, the 

Government of National Accord "GNA" and its successor, the Government 

d to unify the Libyans behind 

. Thus, its public support or "legitimacy" has declined. (See 

BenIbrahim, 2016) According to the system approach, the demands and 

opposition levels have increased. However, the support and available 

declining. So, Libya's political system is in a state of 

disequilibrium. Nevertheless, the demands and oppositions exceed the 

disequilibrium 
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At the social level, tribes are playing increasing political instead of 

social roles. Economically, the prices and the level of oil and gas 

production are unstable. Politically, the Libyan goal is to balance outputs 

and inputs.89 Thus, the Berlin Confere

may enable Libya to achieve stability. The state of disequilibrium that 

Libya faces is a cumulative process. The early signals of democratization 

have existed since February 17, 2011. There was a desperate need fo

political body to lead the R

Council "INTC" was established on February 27, 2011. The INTC was not 

a democratic institution because its members did not elect by voters. Still, 

INTC is a political institution that ha

external challenges. The first INTC's democratic move was to adopt the 

Interim Constitutional Declaration "ICD" on August 3, 2011.

The ICD has outlined a roadmap for democratization. It begins with 

an interim transitional period and ends with Libya as a democratic country. 

The rotation of powers went smoothly during the revolution's early years 

(2012-2014). Thus, the INTC handed the power to the first elected National 

General Congress, or "NGC," on August 8, 2012. The pol

existed when Khalifa Haftar declared a coup d'état on February 14, 2014. 

(See Kekilli, 2017)  

The main conflicting parties i

Tobruk and the GNA in Tripo

Moreover, armed groups and political Islamists are more influential on the 

GNA in Tripoli. The European Council on Foreign Relations (2020) 

describes the conflicting parties in Libya as irrational. It stated that "several 

types of actors scramble for power in today's L

89
 - The disequilibrium of Libya’s

Political Isolation. This law excluded

Nevertheless, the HoR suspended

political and administrative isolation

90 - The democratic process in the post

Libyan wave of democracy occurred during the years 1952
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At the social level, tribes are playing increasing political instead of 

social roles. Economically, the prices and the level of oil and gas 

production are unstable. Politically, the Libyan goal is to balance outputs 

Thus, the Berlin Conference is a promising opportunity that 

may enable Libya to achieve stability. The state of disequilibrium that 

Libya faces is a cumulative process. The early signals of democratization 

have existed since February 17, 2011. There was a desperate need fo

itical body to lead the Revolution. The Interim National Transitional 

Council "INTC" was established on February 27, 2011. The INTC was not 

a democratic institution because its members did not elect by voters. Still, 

INTC is a political institution that has succeeded in facing internal and 

external challenges. The first INTC's democratic move was to adopt the 

Interim Constitutional Declaration "ICD" on August 3, 2011.90

The ICD has outlined a roadmap for democratization. It begins with 

l period and ends with Libya as a democratic country. 

The rotation of powers went smoothly during the revolution's early years 

2014). Thus, the INTC handed the power to the first elected National 

General Congress, or "NGC," on August 8, 2012. The pol

existed when Khalifa Haftar declared a coup d'état on February 14, 2014. 

The main conflicting parties in the Libyan Crisis are the HoR

Tobruk and the GNA in Tripoli. Haftar is affecting the HoR

ed groups and political Islamists are more influential on the 

GNA in Tripoli. The European Council on Foreign Relations (2020) 

describes the conflicting parties in Libya as irrational. It stated that "several 

types of actors scramble for power in today's Libya: armed groups; "city

                                                           
quilibrium of Libya’s political system began on May 5, 2013, when the NGC issued the Law of 

excluded Kaddafi's loyalists from taking leadership 

suspended  the Law of Isolation on February 2, 2015. See Law No. (13) of 2013 on 

political and administrative isolation. 

The democratic process in the post-Kaddafi era may call the second wave of democracy. The first 

Libyan wave of democracy occurred during the years 1952-1965. (See Huntington, 1990) 
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states," particularly in Western and Southern Libya; and tribes, which are 

particularly relevant in Eastern and Southern Libya."

Libya's political Crisis has resulted in internal wars between Haftar 

forces and armed groups in Be

On April 4, 2019, the war on Tripoli began by the Libyan National Army 

"LNA."  Haftar claimed in the beginning that fighting terrorism and 

corruption were the main goals of the war on Tripoli. When the war on 

Tripoli failed on April 6, 2020, the main objectives shifted into the non

equal distribution of wealth and power. Libya 

economic Crisis since January 2020 due to the occupation of oil fields and 

ports by Haftar’s forces. In October 2020, the oil fields and ports resumed 

production and export of crude oil and gas due to succeeding economic 

dialogue between the conflicting parties.

Berlin Conference 

The international community has exercised conference diplomacy 

since the Westphalia meeting.

developed dramatically since the Westphalia Conference in general an

since the end of World War II 

countries increased during the San Francisco Conference in 1945, 

compared with the Westphalia Conference in 1648. Countries that attended 

the Westphalia meeting were European states. However, the countries at 

the San Francisco Confe

the newly independent developing countries from Latin America, Asia, and 

Africa. 

Globalization and the digital revolution make global diplomacy more 

effective in communication and information. Global conf

restricted anymore to the statehood system. Nevertheless, they include 

91
 -   The Libyan Political Agreement "LPA" has signed in Skhirat, Morocco,

UN Security Council has supported the LPA since 2015. Thus, the GNA head, Fayez al

become the recognized legal government in Libya. (See the UNSMIL Website; and Assad, 2019
92

 - The bases of a modern "state system of 

the Westphalia Conference in 1648. Accordingly, states have been the major players in international 

relations since 1648. However, interdependency instead of absolute sovereignty is the rule of 

contemporarily global politics. (See Baylis and Smith, 1999: 19
93

 - Diplomacy has been identified as "

(Kaufmann, 1968) 
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states," particularly in Western and Southern Libya; and tribes, which are 

in Eastern and Southern Libya."91  

Libya's political Crisis has resulted in internal wars between Haftar 

forces and armed groups in Benghazi (2014-2017) and Derna (2018

On April 4, 2019, the war on Tripoli began by the Libyan National Army 

"LNA."  Haftar claimed in the beginning that fighting terrorism and 

corruption were the main goals of the war on Tripoli. When the war on 

li failed on April 6, 2020, the main objectives shifted into the non

equal distribution of wealth and power. Libya also suffered from an 

January 2020 due to the occupation of oil fields and 

ports by Haftar’s forces. In October 2020, the oil fields and ports resumed 

production and export of crude oil and gas due to succeeding economic 

dialogue between the conflicting parties. 

The international community has exercised conference diplomacy 

meeting.92 in 1648.93 The politics of conferences have 

developed dramatically since the Westphalia Conference in general an

since the end of World War II (1939-1945). The number of independent 

countries increased during the San Francisco Conference in 1945, 

compared with the Westphalia Conference in 1648. Countries that attended 

the Westphalia meeting were European states. However, the countries at 

the San Francisco Conference (in 1945) were around fifty states, including 

the newly independent developing countries from Latin America, Asia, and 

Globalization and the digital revolution make global diplomacy more 

effective in communication and information. Global conferences are not 

restricted anymore to the statehood system. Nevertheless, they include 

                                                           
Political Agreement "LPA" has signed in Skhirat, Morocco, on December 17, 2015. The 

UN Security Council has supported the LPA since 2015. Thus, the GNA head, Fayez al

become the recognized legal government in Libya. (See the UNSMIL Website; and Assad, 2019

The bases of a modern "state system of statehood" and supreme sovereignty are the main outputs of 

the Westphalia Conference in 1648. Accordingly, states have been the major players in international 

relations since 1648. However, interdependency instead of absolute sovereignty is the rule of 

temporarily global politics. (See Baylis and Smith, 1999: 19-22) 

Diplomacy has been identified as "the management of international relations by negotiation." 
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states," particularly in Western and Southern Libya; and tribes, which are 

Libya's political Crisis has resulted in internal wars between Haftar 

2017) and Derna (2018-2019). 

On April 4, 2019, the war on Tripoli began by the Libyan National Army 

"LNA."  Haftar claimed in the beginning that fighting terrorism and 

corruption were the main goals of the war on Tripoli. When the war on 

li failed on April 6, 2020, the main objectives shifted into the non-

also suffered from an 

January 2020 due to the occupation of oil fields and 

ports by Haftar’s forces. In October 2020, the oil fields and ports resumed 

production and export of crude oil and gas due to succeeding economic 

The international community has exercised conference diplomacy 

The politics of conferences have 

developed dramatically since the Westphalia Conference in general and 

e number of independent 

countries increased during the San Francisco Conference in 1945, 

compared with the Westphalia Conference in 1648. Countries that attended 

the Westphalia meeting were European states. However, the countries at 

rence (in 1945) were around fifty states, including 

the newly independent developing countries from Latin America, Asia, and 

Globalization and the digital revolution make global diplomacy more 

erences are not 

restricted anymore to the statehood system. Nevertheless, they include 

on December 17, 2015. The 

UN Security Council has supported the LPA since 2015. Thus, the GNA head, Fayez al-Sarraj, has 

become the recognized legal government in Libya. (See the UNSMIL Website; and Assad, 2019) 

statehood" and supreme sovereignty are the main outputs of 

the Westphalia Conference in 1648. Accordingly, states have been the major players in international 

relations since 1648. However, interdependency instead of absolute sovereignty is the rule of 

the management of international relations by negotiation." 
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regional and international organizations, non

"NGOs," liberation movements, and global civil society. It may say that 

regional and global con

and solve difficulties. 94

The Libyan Crisis has been the attention of the international 

community since 2011. In this regard, the United Nations Security Council 

"UNSC" has taken twenty

United Nations resolutions aim to manage and solve the Libyan Crisis, e.g., 

the UNSC Resolutions number 1970 and 1973. Furthermore, regional and 

global conferences have been held in Paris, Cairo, Palermo, Abu Dhabi, 

Moscow, and Berlin. The Berlin Conference reflected four stages: 

initiation, preparation, negotiation, and decision

Germany's pragmatism led it to call for the Berlin Conference to 

discuss a peaceful solution to the Libyan dilemma. The German i

aims to invite all parties to reach a comp

Crisis. (Gowan, 2017)  

Germany, as an organizer, has prepared well for the Berlin 

Conference since September 2019. Thus, there was no rush for the meeting 

in Berlin. The former German Chancellor Angela Merkel contacted the 

Libyan Crisis's influential countries and invited the Security Council, five 

permanent members, to avoid potential veto rejection later when a binding 

decision is taken. Germany has invited countries and re

international organizations

the Berlin Conference from other meetings. Another aim of the Berlin 

Conference is to adopt a binding resolution by the Security Council to 

confirm its outputs and fo

parties in military, economic, and political negotiations.

94
 - Global conferences reflect potential opportunities that the GNA may use t

on the national level and see more details on the SWOT analysis approach. (Enderle, 2016)  
95

 - According to the Berlin Conference Declaration or “

United Nations guidance takes three 

Although the military committee convened in Geneva on February 3, 2020, and resumed in June 2020, 

there was a consistent violation of the ceasefire and arms mobilization from both parties to the L

Crisis. A round of economic dial

still under siege by mid-2020. Despite some parliament members in Tripoli and Tobruk boycotting, a 

limited round of political dialogue was held in Ge
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regional and international organizations, non-governmental organizations, 

"NGOs," liberation movements, and global civil society. It may say that 

regional and global conferences represent a valuable opportunity to manage 

94  

The Libyan Crisis has been the attention of the international 

community since 2011. In this regard, the United Nations Security Council 

"UNSC" has taken twenty-eight resolutions during 2011

United Nations resolutions aim to manage and solve the Libyan Crisis, e.g., 

the UNSC Resolutions number 1970 and 1973. Furthermore, regional and 

global conferences have been held in Paris, Cairo, Palermo, Abu Dhabi, 

in. The Berlin Conference reflected four stages: 

initiation, preparation, negotiation, and decision-making. (Riitberger, 1983) 

Germany's pragmatism led it to call for the Berlin Conference to 

discuss a peaceful solution to the Libyan dilemma. The German i

aims to invite all parties to reach a compromise that manages the Libyan 

 

Germany, as an organizer, has prepared well for the Berlin 

Conference since September 2019. Thus, there was no rush for the meeting 

mer German Chancellor Angela Merkel contacted the 

Libyan Crisis's influential countries and invited the Security Council, five 

permanent members, to avoid potential veto rejection later when a binding 

decision is taken. Germany has invited countries and re

international organizations to intervene in the Libyan Crisis to differentiate 

the Berlin Conference from other meetings. Another aim of the Berlin 

Conference is to adopt a binding resolution by the Security Council to 

confirm its outputs and follow-up processes that involve the conflicting 

parties in military, economic, and political negotiations.95 

                                                           
Global conferences reflect potential opportunities that the GNA may use to overcome its weaknesses 

on the national level and see more details on the SWOT analysis approach. (Enderle, 2016)  

Berlin Conference Declaration or “BCD”, the Libyan-Libyan dialogue under the 

United Nations guidance takes three pillars: military (5+5), economic, and political dialogues. 

Although the military committee convened in Geneva on February 3, 2020, and resumed in June 2020, 

there was a consistent violation of the ceasefire and arms mobilization from both parties to the L

Crisis. A round of economic dialogue met in Cairo on February 9- 2020, whiles the oil production was 

2020. Despite some parliament members in Tripoli and Tobruk boycotting, a 

limited round of political dialogue was held in Geneva on February 26, 2020, for show only.  
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governmental organizations, 

"NGOs," liberation movements, and global civil society. It may say that 

ferences represent a valuable opportunity to manage 

The Libyan Crisis has been the attention of the international 

community since 2011. In this regard, the United Nations Security Council 

during 2011-2020. Most 

United Nations resolutions aim to manage and solve the Libyan Crisis, e.g., 

the UNSC Resolutions number 1970 and 1973. Furthermore, regional and 

global conferences have been held in Paris, Cairo, Palermo, Abu Dhabi, 

in. The Berlin Conference reflected four stages: 

making. (Riitberger, 1983)  

Germany's pragmatism led it to call for the Berlin Conference to 

discuss a peaceful solution to the Libyan dilemma. The German initiative 

romise that manages the Libyan 

Germany, as an organizer, has prepared well for the Berlin 

Conference since September 2019. Thus, there was no rush for the meeting 

mer German Chancellor Angela Merkel contacted the 

Libyan Crisis's influential countries and invited the Security Council, five 

permanent members, to avoid potential veto rejection later when a binding 

decision is taken. Germany has invited countries and regional and 

risis to differentiate 

the Berlin Conference from other meetings. Another aim of the Berlin 

Conference is to adopt a binding resolution by the Security Council to 

up processes that involve the conflicting 

o overcome its weaknesses 

on the national level and see more details on the SWOT analysis approach. (Enderle, 2016)   
Libyan dialogue under the 

pillars: military (5+5), economic, and political dialogues. 

Although the military committee convened in Geneva on February 3, 2020, and resumed in June 2020, 

there was a consistent violation of the ceasefire and arms mobilization from both parties to the Libyan 

2020, whiles the oil production was 

2020. Despite some parliament members in Tripoli and Tobruk boycotting, a 

neva on February 26, 2020, for show only.   
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The negotiation process among the countries that had attended the 

Berlin Conference continued from September 2019 until February 2020. 

When the differences among the conflicting parties narrowed, a draft 

declaration was on the table on February 19, 2020. The German plan dealt 

effectively with the stumbling blocks before the Berlin Conference 

meeting; a strategy resulted in a written declaration that wi

analyzed in the next section. The focus of this chapter is on the Berlin 

Conference due to the following reasons:

1. The Berlin Conference represents an international model of peaceful 

settlement for Libya’s Crisis; therefore, the conflicting pa

present but did not participate in the meetings. Al

were not allowed to participate directly in the Berlin Conference 

meeting because they could not solve their conflict on the national 

level. 

2. The Berlin Conference differs from

Crisis concerning the number of attendees and outputs.

participants of the Berlin Conference supported either a transitional 

democratic process or a dictatorship project. Therefore, the Berlin 

Conference Declaration re

Paris, or Abu Dhabi meetings. While Turkey backed the GNA on the 

one hand France, the UAE, and Egypt supported the Haftar side on 

the other hand. In short, the participant parties in the Berlin 

Conference have different v

project or a transitional democratic process.

3. Germany is more practical in deal

France, which held two similar confe

96
 - The parties that attended the Berlin Conference were Algeria, China, Egypt, France, Germany, Italy, 

Russia, Turkey, Congo, the UAE, the United Kingdom, the USA, the UN Secretary

European Union, and the League of Arab States. The Berlin Conference issued a document extended 

into five written pages with fifty

view on the Libyan Crisis. 
97

 - Besides the twelve countries, which attended the Berlin Conference, other s

Libyan Crisis. For example, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Chad, Sudan, Syria, Jordan, Tunisia, Bahrain, 

Morocco, and Israel are intervening in the Libyan C

mentioned the interfering countries in Libya's Crisis. Many co

resulted in a gap of interests and deterioration of Libya's dilemma.
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The negotiation process among the countries that had attended the 

Berlin Conference continued from September 2019 until February 2020. 

rences among the conflicting parties narrowed, a draft 

declaration was on the table on February 19, 2020. The German plan dealt 

effectively with the stumbling blocks before the Berlin Conference 

meeting; a strategy resulted in a written declaration that wi

analyzed in the next section. The focus of this chapter is on the Berlin 

Conference due to the following reasons: 

The Berlin Conference represents an international model of peaceful 

settlement for Libya’s Crisis; therefore, the conflicting pa

present but did not participate in the meetings. Al-Sharaj and Haftar 

were not allowed to participate directly in the Berlin Conference 

meeting because they could not solve their conflict on the national 

The Berlin Conference differs from other conferences on the Libyan 

Crisis concerning the number of attendees and outputs.

participants of the Berlin Conference supported either a transitional 

democratic process or a dictatorship project. Therefore, the Berlin 

Conference Declaration reflects more compromises than Roma, 

Paris, or Abu Dhabi meetings. While Turkey backed the GNA on the 

France, the UAE, and Egypt supported the Haftar side on 

the other hand. In short, the participant parties in the Berlin 

Conference have different views that support either a dictatorship 

project or a transitional democratic process.97  

Germany is more practical in dealing with the Libyan C

France, which held two similar conferences in Paris. The successful 

                                                           
The parties that attended the Berlin Conference were Algeria, China, Egypt, France, Germany, Italy, 

Russia, Turkey, Congo, the UAE, the United Kingdom, the USA, the UN Secretary

nd the League of Arab States. The Berlin Conference issued a document extended 

into five written pages with fifty-five points that reflects the participant parties' different points of 

Besides the twelve countries, which attended the Berlin Conference, other states interfered in the 

risis. For example, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Chad, Sudan, Syria, Jordan, Tunisia, Bahrain, 

are intervening in the Libyan Crisis. The UN annual reports or the media 

mentioned the interfering countries in Libya's Crisis. Many countries involved in the Libyan C

resulted in a gap of interests and deterioration of Libya's dilemma. 
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Berlin Conference continued from September 2019 until February 2020. 

rences among the conflicting parties narrowed, a draft 

declaration was on the table on February 19, 2020. The German plan dealt 

effectively with the stumbling blocks before the Berlin Conference 

meeting; a strategy resulted in a written declaration that will be content 

analyzed in the next section. The focus of this chapter is on the Berlin 

The Berlin Conference represents an international model of peaceful 

settlement for Libya’s Crisis; therefore, the conflicting parties were 

Sharaj and Haftar 

were not allowed to participate directly in the Berlin Conference 

meeting because they could not solve their conflict on the national 

other conferences on the Libyan 

Crisis concerning the number of attendees and outputs.96 The 

participants of the Berlin Conference supported either a transitional 

democratic process or a dictatorship project. Therefore, the Berlin 

flects more compromises than Roma, 

Paris, or Abu Dhabi meetings. While Turkey backed the GNA on the 

France, the UAE, and Egypt supported the Haftar side on 

the other hand. In short, the participant parties in the Berlin 

iews that support either a dictatorship 

ing with the Libyan Crisis than 

rences in Paris. The successful 

The parties that attended the Berlin Conference were Algeria, China, Egypt, France, Germany, Italy, 

Russia, Turkey, Congo, the UAE, the United Kingdom, the USA, the UN Secretary-General, the 

nd the League of Arab States. The Berlin Conference issued a document extended 

five points that reflects the participant parties' different points of 

tates interfered in the 

risis. For example, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Chad, Sudan, Syria, Jordan, Tunisia, Bahrain, 

UN annual reports or the media 

untries involved in the Libyan Crisis 
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para-diplomacy of Germany made the 

fruitful in terms of the attendees and outputs.

4. The Berlin Conference outputs are not verbal as most previous 

conferences on Libya did, but it has issued a written, detailed 

communiqué available to scholars, politicians, and the publ

the BCD) 

5. The big five countries enjoying the veto power in the UN

Council have attended the Berlin Conference; thus, they have been 

involved in more coordination and corporation processes on Libya's 

Crisis. The BCD reflects the interaction of regional, global, and 

international organizations and indicates how the big five state

coordinate and compromise their 

Crisis. 

6. The UN Security 

Berlin Conference outputs. The Resolution has confirmed a lasting 

ceasefire, demands full compliance with the arms 

encourages the Libyan

Security Council

for peace, stability, and a promising future for Libya post

era.98 In short, the 

endorses the outputs of the Berlin 

record in the previous regional and international conferences on 

Libya. 

7. The Berlin Conference is a typical international meeting; therefore, it 

aims to take any actions or de

Berlin Conference has taken fundamental movements and made 

decisions, e.g., the Berlin Declaration, the 

Resolution (2510/2020), and the military, economic, and political 

Libyan-Libyan dialogues. 

98
 - The German representative to the United Nations (

welcomed the UN Security Council’s support of the Berlin

sends a strong signal of global unity for a peaceful solution to th

determines who is responsible for the ceasefire violation on the other hand. While Russia abstained 

during the voting process on the R

including from the Kremlin-linked Wagner Group, are making 

keeping Libyans from coming together.“ For more details, see

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14108.doc.htm
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diplomacy of Germany made the Berlin Conference more 

fruitful in terms of the attendees and outputs. 

The Berlin Conference outputs are not verbal as most previous 

conferences on Libya did, but it has issued a written, detailed 

communiqué available to scholars, politicians, and the publ

The big five countries enjoying the veto power in the UN

have attended the Berlin Conference; thus, they have been 

involved in more coordination and corporation processes on Libya's 

Crisis. The BCD reflects the interaction of regional, global, and 

international organizations and indicates how the big five state

coordinate and compromise their positions regarding the Libyan 

ecurity Council Resolution (2510/2020) has enhanced the 

Berlin Conference outputs. The Resolution has confirmed a lasting 

ceasefire, demands full compliance with the arms embargo, and 

encourages the Libyan-Libyan dialogue. Furthermore, the 

ouncil Resolution (2510/2020) reflects the global support 

for peace, stability, and a promising future for Libya post

In short, the UN Security Council Resolution (2510/2020) 

endorses the outputs of the Berlin Conference; a situation did not 

record in the previous regional and international conferences on 

The Berlin Conference is a typical international meeting; therefore, it 

aims to take any actions or decisions regarding Libya’s Crisis. The 

Berlin Conference has taken fundamental movements and made 

decisions, e.g., the Berlin Declaration, the UN Security 

Resolution (2510/2020), and the military, economic, and political 

Libyan dialogues.  
                                                           

The German representative to the United Nations (Juergen Schulz) said in this regard that 

welcomed the UN Security Council’s support of the Berlin outputs (Res. 2510/2020). The R

sends a strong signal of global unity for a peaceful solution to the Libyan Crisis on the one hand

termines who is responsible for the ceasefire violation on the other hand. While Russia abstained 

ring the voting process on the Resolution, the American delegate said that “foreign mercenaries, 

linked Wagner Group, are making a solution more difficult to achieve by 

keeping Libyans from coming together.“ For more details, see

https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14108.doc.htm  
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The Berlin Conference outputs are not verbal as most previous 

conferences on Libya did, but it has issued a written, detailed 

communiqué available to scholars, politicians, and the public. (See 

The big five countries enjoying the veto power in the UN Security 

have attended the Berlin Conference; thus, they have been 

involved in more coordination and corporation processes on Libya's 

Crisis. The BCD reflects the interaction of regional, global, and 

international organizations and indicates how the big five states can 

positions regarding the Libyan 

Resolution (2510/2020) has enhanced the 

Berlin Conference outputs. The Resolution has confirmed a lasting 

embargo, and 

Libyan dialogue. Furthermore, the UN 

Resolution (2510/2020) reflects the global support 

for peace, stability, and a promising future for Libya post-Kaddafi 

on (2510/2020) 

a situation did not 

record in the previous regional and international conferences on 

The Berlin Conference is a typical international meeting; therefore, it 

cisions regarding Libya’s Crisis. The 

Berlin Conference has taken fundamental movements and made 

ecurity Council 

Resolution (2510/2020), and the military, economic, and political 

said in this regard that his country 

outputs (Res. 2510/2020). The Resolution 

e Libyan Crisis on the one hand and 

termines who is responsible for the ceasefire violation on the other hand. While Russia abstained 

that “foreign mercenaries, 

a solution more difficult to achieve by 

keeping Libyans from coming together.“ For more details, see this link 
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The Impact of the Berlin Conference on the Libyan Crisis

The focus of this chapter will shift from exploring the background 

conditions to content analyzing the BCD. Table: 6

frequencies reflect different issues and represent a compro

aims to manage and solve the Libyan C

the data in Table: 6-1, several points can be reported:

1. The Berlin Conference aims to unify countries' positions on Libya's 

Crisis. It is noticeable that the Declaration ha

five times. The Berlin Conference 

times) in the introduction. Moreover, it also mentioned Libya in

section on economic and financial reforms (22 times), and the arms 

embargo (17 times). The total

regarding Libya reached (21%) almost one

In addition, Libya has indicated in the other sections of the Berlin 

Declaration; therefore, the frequencies reached 13%, 8%, and 5% in the 

follow-up, the humanitarian law, and the ceasefire sections, 

respectively. The frequencies of Libya indicate that Germany aims to 

unify participants' positions towards the Libyan C

Germany and other countries have conflicting economic interest

economic and financial reform terms have reached 22%. In short, since 

the Berlin Conference 

highest frequency compared with other countries, e.g., Germany 

mentioned only twice on the one hand

indicated only one time on the other hand

Content Analysis of the Berlin Conference Declaration

FrequenciesIssues 

Armed Groups 

Ceasefire 

Berlin 

99
 - As a word, Berlin repeated (

Germany's goal is to make the conference a successful model compared to other meetings, which did 

not issue detailed communiqués that dealt obje
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The Impact of the Berlin Conference on the Libyan Crisis 

The focus of this chapter will shift from exploring the background 

conditions to content analyzing the BCD. Table: 6-1 indicates (that 200) 

frequencies reflect different issues and represent a compromise view that 

to manage and solve the Libyan Crisis. By examining the BCD and 

1, several points can be reported: 

The Berlin Conference aims to unify countries' positions on Libya's 

Crisis. It is noticeable that the Declaration has mentioned Libya eighty

Berlin Conference Declaration mention

times) in the introduction. Moreover, it also mentioned Libya in

section on economic and financial reforms (22 times), and the arms 

embargo (17 times). The total percentage of the previous frequencies 

regarding Libya reached (21%) almost one-fifth of the total. (N=285)  

In addition, Libya has indicated in the other sections of the Berlin 

Declaration; therefore, the frequencies reached 13%, 8%, and 5% in the 

up, the humanitarian law, and the ceasefire sections, 

respectively. The frequencies of Libya indicate that Germany aims to 

' positions towards the Libyan Crisis. Furthermore, 

Germany and other countries have conflicting economic interest

economic and financial reform terms have reached 22%. In short, since 

the Berlin Conference focused on Libya’s Crisis ; therefore, it has the 

highest frequency compared with other countries, e.g., Germany 

oned only twice on the one hand and the rest of the countries 

indicated only one time on the other hand.99 

Table: 6-1 

Content Analysis of the Berlin Conference Declaration

FrequenciesIssues % Frequencies 

7Monitoring 3 6 

4NOC 5.5 11 

12Parties 6.5 13 

                                                           
d, Berlin repeated (13) times; thus, its frequencies with Germany have reached (15) times. 

Germany's goal is to make the conference a successful model compared to other meetings, which did 

not issue detailed communiqués that dealt objectively with the Libyan Crisis. 
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Declaration; therefore, the frequencies reached 13%, 8%, and 5% in the 

up, the humanitarian law, and the ceasefire sections, 

respectively. The frequencies of Libya indicate that Germany aims to 

risis. Furthermore, 

Germany and other countries have conflicting economic interests; thus, 

economic and financial reform terms have reached 22%. In short, since 

; therefore, it has the 

highest frequency compared with other countries, e.g., Germany 

he rest of the countries 

Content Analysis of the Berlin Conference Declaration 

% Frequencies 
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2 4 

6 12 

13) times; thus, its frequencies with Germany have reached (15) times. 

Germany's goal is to make the conference a successful model compared to other meetings, which did 
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Conflict 

Decentralization 

Dialogue 

Elections 

Embargo 

Government 

Human Rights 

Instability 

Institutions 

Peace & Security 

Mediation 

Military 

 

Total 

Data Source: The Berlin Conference on Libya: Conference Conclusions, 2020.

2. Peace and security are the most frequent two words (10.5%) within the 

BCD. Furthermore, the BCD considers the Libyan Crisis a real threat to 

international peace and security.

this regard, "The conflict in Libya, the instability in the country, the 

external interferences, the institutional divisions, the proliferation of a 

vast amount of unchecked weapons, and the economy of predation 

continue to be a threat to i

fertile grounds traffickers, armed groups, and terrorist organizations." 

Since the five permanent members of the UN Security Council have 

attended the Berlin Conference and international peace and security are 

the first concern of the UN Security Council; therefore, it will consider 

them when it should issue a resolution in this regard.

of the peace and security words in the BCD text reflect different 

meanings, such as the necessity of peace and

Consequently, peace and security in Libya are not just a national 

demand but also an international concern. Further analysis of the BCD 

100
 - The most threatening factor to Libya since its independence in 1951 is the external intervention. The 

geo-strategic location and natural resources, and not the protection of civilians, are excuses to 

intervene in Libya's domestic affairs. (See 
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7Political 

Process 

1 2 

4Reconciliation 2 4 

4Reforms 1.5 3 

2Sanctions 3 6 

7Security 

Council 

1.5 3 

4Skhirat 

Agreement 

2 4 

2Stabilization 3 6 

8Terrorism 1.5 3 

2Transparency 6 12 

13United Nations 10.5 21 

7UNSMIL 1 2 

3Weapons 1 2 

16Other Words   

200   

The Berlin Conference on Libya: Conference Conclusions, 2020. 

Peace and security are the most frequent two words (10.5%) within the 

BCD. Furthermore, the BCD considers the Libyan Crisis a real threat to 

international peace and security.100 The BCD (2020) has emphasized in 

this regard, "The conflict in Libya, the instability in the country, the 

external interferences, the institutional divisions, the proliferation of a 

vast amount of unchecked weapons, and the economy of predation 

continue to be a threat to international peace and security by providing 

fertile grounds traffickers, armed groups, and terrorist organizations." 

Since the five permanent members of the UN Security Council have 

attended the Berlin Conference and international peace and security are 

he first concern of the UN Security Council; therefore, it will consider 

them when it should issue a resolution in this regard. However, the rest 

of the peace and security words in the BCD text reflect different 

meanings, such as the necessity of peace and security in Libya. 

Consequently, peace and security in Libya are not just a national 

demand but also an international concern. Further analysis of the BCD 
                                                           

ost threatening factor to Libya since its independence in 1951 is the external intervention. The 

strategic location and natural resources, and not the protection of civilians, are excuses to 

intervene in Libya's domestic affairs. (See Saba and Akbarzadeh, 2017, 242-265) 
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2 4 

2 4 

1 2 

3.5 7 

2 4 

1 2 

4 8 

1 2 

6.5 13 

3.5 7 

1.5 3 

8 16 

100% 200 

Peace and security are the most frequent two words (10.5%) within the 

BCD. Furthermore, the BCD considers the Libyan Crisis a real threat to 

s emphasized in 

this regard, "The conflict in Libya, the instability in the country, the 

external interferences, the institutional divisions, the proliferation of a 

vast amount of unchecked weapons, and the economy of predation 

nternational peace and security by providing 

fertile grounds traffickers, armed groups, and terrorist organizations." 

Since the five permanent members of the UN Security Council have 

attended the Berlin Conference and international peace and security are 

he first concern of the UN Security Council; therefore, it will consider 

However, the rest 

of the peace and security words in the BCD text reflect different 

security in Libya. 

Consequently, peace and security in Libya are not just a national 

demand but also an international concern. Further analysis of the BCD 

ost threatening factor to Libya since its independence in 1951 is the external intervention. The 

strategic location and natural resources, and not the protection of civilians, are excuses to 
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indicates that the term security is repeated three times more (16 times) 

compared with the word peac

element is a precond

highly complex situation in Libya, e.g., the spread of weapons, 

extremists, and foreign intervention, on the other hand.

3. The BCD reflects political 

Libyan parties of the internal war are concerned. (Duncan et.al. 2004: 

17-18) The Declaration repeats the word "parties

and it means here the GNA and LNA as well. Although the GNA in 

Tripoli is the recognized institution by the international community (de 

jure recognition), most countries who have attended the Berlin 

Conference have dealt with Haftar either as an ally, e.g., France, 

Russia, Egypt, and the UAE or as a fact (de facto recognition), e

Italy and Germany. The BCD urges both parties to suspend hostilities 

and respect humanitarian law. The Berlin Conference ignores the "de 

facto recognition" and the alliance with Haftar by some countries, such 

as Egypt, the UAE

officially for consultations in Rome and Moscow or as an ally in Abu 

Dhabi and Cairo. Political realism is the main reason for many 

countries that have interests in Libya as an unstable country. 

4. The following frequent word in Table: 6

reflect fragmentation rather than unification. The executive and 

legislative bodies have been divided between Libya's Western and 

Eastern regions. The participants of the Berlin Conference

that problem. Thus, they have called for the unification of the divided 

political and economic institutions. Since the Haftar coup d'état in 

2014, Libya has faced an institutional dilemma due to demands from 

the Eastern part of Libya about ce

centralization followed by institutional division for legislative and 

executive bodies, such as parliament, government, National Oil 

Corporation "NOC" (2%)

101
. Despite the importance of fragmented institutions, such a

mentioned only one time each, it is clear that the conference participants have focused more on oil and 

gas managed by the National Oil
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indicates that the term security is repeated three times more (16 times) 

compared with the word peace (5 times only) because the security 

element is a precondition for peace on the one hand and it reflects a 

highly complex situation in Libya, e.g., the spread of weapons, 

extremists, and foreign intervention, on the other hand. 

The BCD reflects political realism, or “Realpolitik," as far as the 

Libyan parties of the internal war are concerned. (Duncan et.al. 2004: 

Declaration repeats the word "parties" twelve times (6%), 

and it means here the GNA and LNA as well. Although the GNA in 

he recognized institution by the international community (de 

jure recognition), most countries who have attended the Berlin 

Conference have dealt with Haftar either as an ally, e.g., France, 

Russia, Egypt, and the UAE or as a fact (de facto recognition), e

Italy and Germany. The BCD urges both parties to suspend hostilities 

respect humanitarian law. The Berlin Conference ignores the "de 

facto recognition" and the alliance with Haftar by some countries, such 

as Egypt, the UAE, France, and Russia. Haftar has been 

for consultations in Rome and Moscow or as an ally in Abu 

Dhabi and Cairo. Political realism is the main reason for many 

countries that have interests in Libya as an unstable country. 

The following frequent word in Table: 6-1 is institutions (6%) that 

reflect fragmentation rather than unification. The executive and 

legislative bodies have been divided between Libya's Western and 

Eastern regions. The participants of the Berlin Conference

that problem. Thus, they have called for the unification of the divided 

political and economic institutions. Since the Haftar coup d'état in 

2014, Libya has faced an institutional dilemma due to demands from 

the Eastern part of Libya about centralism in Tripoli. The accusation of 

centralization followed by institutional division for legislative and 

executive bodies, such as parliament, government, National Oil 

Corporation "NOC" (2%)101 and the Central Bank. The division of 

                                                           
. Despite the importance of fragmented institutions, such as the Central Bank and the HoR,

mentioned only one time each, it is clear that the conference participants have focused more on oil and 

National Oil Corporation "NOC." The frequencies of NOC reached four times 
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indicates that the term security is repeated three times more (16 times) 

e (5 times only) because the security 

and it reflects a 

highly complex situation in Libya, e.g., the spread of weapons, 

realism, or “Realpolitik," as far as the 

Libyan parties of the internal war are concerned. (Duncan et.al. 2004: 

" twelve times (6%), 

and it means here the GNA and LNA as well. Although the GNA in 

he recognized institution by the international community (de 

jure recognition), most countries who have attended the Berlin 

Conference have dealt with Haftar either as an ally, e.g., France, 

Russia, Egypt, and the UAE or as a fact (de facto recognition), e.g., 

Italy and Germany. The BCD urges both parties to suspend hostilities 

respect humanitarian law. The Berlin Conference ignores the "de 

facto recognition" and the alliance with Haftar by some countries, such 

tar has been invited 

for consultations in Rome and Moscow or as an ally in Abu 

Dhabi and Cairo. Political realism is the main reason for many 

countries that have interests in Libya as an unstable country.  

1 is institutions (6%) that 

reflect fragmentation rather than unification. The executive and 

legislative bodies have been divided between Libya's Western and 

Eastern regions. The participants of the Berlin Conference are aware of 

that problem. Thus, they have called for the unification of the divided 

political and economic institutions. Since the Haftar coup d'état in 

2014, Libya has faced an institutional dilemma due to demands from 

ntralism in Tripoli. The accusation of 

centralization followed by institutional division for legislative and 

executive bodies, such as parliament, government, National Oil 

and the Central Bank. The division of 

s the Central Bank and the HoR, which are 

mentioned only one time each, it is clear that the conference participants have focused more on oil and 

Corporation "NOC." The frequencies of NOC reached four times 
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Libya's political and 

unequal distribution of wealth claims has resulted in a semi

overloading with political development crises, e.g., identity, 

distribution, and penetration crises.

5. Moscow meeting in January 2020 

ten months of the war on Tripoli. While the GNA has accepted the 

ceasefire agreement on the one hand,

response to consultations from allies, especially Egypt and the UAE, 

which prefer the mil

hand. The same happened in Berlin; therefore, Hafter did not sign the 

Ceasefire Agreement. Despite the importance of a ceasefire for the 

BCD, the forces of LNA violated the Ceasefire Agreement by airstrikes

and land forces. Consequently, GNA's Forces responded accordingly, 

and there were civilian causalities. Although the war on Tripoli ended 

in June 2020, other regions in the middle and Southern Libya are still 

involved in the internal war during 2020

6. The United Nations have been dealt with the Libyan issue since the 

Kaddafi era when the UN

embargo in 1992. The sanctions were suspended in April 1999, when 

Kadaffi handed over two Libyan suspected citizens in the 

bombing for trial in a Scottish court. Furthermore, the UN imposed 

another embargo during the February Revolution in March 2011. Thus, 

the words that represent the world organization (6.5%) and its other 

organs, e.g., the Security Council (3.5%) 

reached 13.5% of the total frequencies (N= 200). These frequencies 

indicate the crucial roles of the United Nations organs in the Libyan 

Crisis. 

7. Kaddafi's regime exaggerated fears of coups d'état led him to establish 

Special Forces to pr

army. By the end of the Kaddafi era, weapons had spread; thus, armed 

groups (3%) became very influential in the decision

                                        
compared with other crucial institutions, which mean the importance of these institutions to the 

countries involved deeply in the Libyan C
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unequal distribution of wealth claims has resulted in a semi

overloading with political development crises, e.g., identity, 

distribution, and penetration crises. 

Moscow meeting in January 2020 called for a ceasefire in Libya after 

ten months of the war on Tripoli. While the GNA has accepted the 

fire agreement on the one hand, LNA has rejected that as a 

response to consultations from allies, especially Egypt and the UAE, 

which prefer the military solution for the Libyan Crisis

hand. The same happened in Berlin; therefore, Hafter did not sign the 

Ceasefire Agreement. Despite the importance of a ceasefire for the 

BCD, the forces of LNA violated the Ceasefire Agreement by airstrikes

and land forces. Consequently, GNA's Forces responded accordingly, 

and there were civilian causalities. Although the war on Tripoli ended 

in June 2020, other regions in the middle and Southern Libya are still 

involved in the internal war during 2020-2022. 

The United Nations have been dealt with the Libyan issue since the 

Kaddafi era when the UN Security Council imposed an air and arms 

embargo in 1992. The sanctions were suspended in April 1999, when 

Kadaffi handed over two Libyan suspected citizens in the 

bombing for trial in a Scottish court. Furthermore, the UN imposed 

another embargo during the February Revolution in March 2011. Thus, 

the words that represent the world organization (6.5%) and its other 

organs, e.g., the Security Council (3.5%) and UMSMIL (3.5%), 

reached 13.5% of the total frequencies (N= 200). These frequencies 

indicate the crucial roles of the United Nations organs in the Libyan 

Kaddafi's regime exaggerated fears of coups d'état led him to establish 

Special Forces to protect himself, called militia instead of a national 

army. By the end of the Kaddafi era, weapons had spread; thus, armed 

groups (3%) became very influential in the decision-making process. 

                                                                                                                                                           
compared with other crucial institutions, which mean the importance of these institutions to the 

involved deeply in the Libyan Crisis. 

The Impact of Libya's Crisis on the Political Process Mustafa Abdalla Abulgasem 

For Strategic, Political & Economic Studies Berlin / Germany  

Page 165 

economic institutions based on centralization and 

unequal distribution of wealth claims has resulted in a semi-failed state 

overloading with political development crises, e.g., identity, 

called for a ceasefire in Libya after 

ten months of the war on Tripoli. While the GNA has accepted the 

LNA has rejected that as a 

response to consultations from allies, especially Egypt and the UAE, 

solution for the Libyan Crisis on the other 

hand. The same happened in Berlin; therefore, Hafter did not sign the 

Ceasefire Agreement. Despite the importance of a ceasefire for the 

BCD, the forces of LNA violated the Ceasefire Agreement by airstrikes 

and land forces. Consequently, GNA's Forces responded accordingly, 

and there were civilian causalities. Although the war on Tripoli ended 

in June 2020, other regions in the middle and Southern Libya are still 

The United Nations have been dealt with the Libyan issue since the 

imposed an air and arms 

embargo in 1992. The sanctions were suspended in April 1999, when 

Kadaffi handed over two Libyan suspected citizens in the Lockerbie 

bombing for trial in a Scottish court. Furthermore, the UN imposed 

another embargo during the February Revolution in March 2011. Thus, 

the words that represent the world organization (6.5%) and its other 

and UMSMIL (3.5%), 

reached 13.5% of the total frequencies (N= 200). These frequencies 

indicate the crucial roles of the United Nations organs in the Libyan 
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The armed groups have played a crucial role in the Libyan

conflict (4%) since 2011. Since BCD considers armed clusters and 

terrorism (4%) a real threat to international peace and security; thus, a 

monitoring process (1%) by the United Nations and global agencies is 

demanding. According to the BCD, armed groups dest

(1.5%) on the one hand and hinder the political process on the other 

hand. 

8. Since there is no military solution (3.5%) to Libya’s Crisis, evidence 

indicates that the internal war may last as far as the conflict of interests 

among intervening c

political option (3.5%) in this statement, "there can be no military 

solution in Libya." Indeed, military action is an instrument for the 

political process; therefore, the BCD has considered those options. 

Nevertheless, words that mention political process (3.5%), such as the 

Skhirat Agreement (2%), stabilization (1%), reconciliation (2%), and 

mediation (1%), double the words that indicate military dimension. 

However, in the real world, most countries, which 

Berlin Conference, adopt double standards. For example, France, 

Russia, Egypt, and the UAE support in public the political solution for 

the Libyan Crisis on the one hand and send weapons, experts, and 

mercenaries to the Haftar side on the

9. The Berlin Declaration 

Libya's transitional democratic process. Further examination of Table: 

6-1 indicates that words that support democratization in Libya's post

Kaddafi era do not exceed (7.5%) of 

Democratization trends in the Berlin Conference are indicated by words 

such as elections (1.5%), a Libyan

agreement on a roadmap of democratization (3%), and an effective 

national government (1.5%). Jus

necessary for the process of democratic transformation, particularly 

when geographical space and population majority rules are taken into 

consideration by the Libyan electoral system. (Randall, 2015) Besides, 

the frequency of the Skhirat (2%) is another indicator that supports 

Libya's transitional phase of democratization. Table: 6
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terrorism (4%) a real threat to international peace and security; thus, a 

monitoring process (1%) by the United Nations and global agencies is 

demanding. According to the BCD, armed groups dest

(1.5%) on the one hand and hinder the political process on the other 

Since there is no military solution (3.5%) to Libya’s Crisis, evidence 

indicates that the internal war may last as far as the conflict of interests 

among intervening countries exists. The BCD (2020) has stressed the 

political option (3.5%) in this statement, "there can be no military 

solution in Libya." Indeed, military action is an instrument for the 

political process; therefore, the BCD has considered those options. 

evertheless, words that mention political process (3.5%), such as the 

Skhirat Agreement (2%), stabilization (1%), reconciliation (2%), and 

mediation (1%), double the words that indicate military dimension. 

However, in the real world, most countries, which have attended the 

Berlin Conference, adopt double standards. For example, France, 

Russia, Egypt, and the UAE support in public the political solution for 

the Libyan Crisis on the one hand and send weapons, experts, and 

mercenaries to the Haftar side on the other hand. 

The Berlin Declaration neither is ignored nor strongly emphasizes 

Libya's transitional democratic process. Further examination of Table: 

1 indicates that words that support democratization in Libya's post

Kaddafi era do not exceed (7.5%) of the total frequencies. 

Democratization trends in the Berlin Conference are indicated by words 

such as elections (1.5%), a Libyan-Libyan dialogue that led to an 

agreement on a roadmap of democratization (3%), and an effective 

national government (1.5%). Justice (1.5%) is another aspect that is 

necessary for the process of democratic transformation, particularly 

when geographical space and population majority rules are taken into 

consideration by the Libyan electoral system. (Randall, 2015) Besides, 

ency of the Skhirat (2%) is another indicator that supports 

Libya's transitional phase of democratization. Table: 6-1 shows that the 
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total frequency of supporting democratization in Libya reached (9.5%). 

The GNA realizes that the major players in the Libya

paradoxical dilemma. Thus, they recognize the GNA and declare war 

on transitional democracy simultaneously. (Alharathy, 2020) As 

mentioned before, the principle of national interests in international 

relations that emphasizes the old say

means," leads states to declare statements that contradict their actions, 

e.g., Russia declared its support to GNA and sent weapons and 

mercenaries to LNA.

10. The data in Table: 6

once. Except for Germany, the BCD has mentioned other countries and 

governmental organizations only one time. Although the external 

intervention, recruitment of mercenaries, and foreign terrorist fighters 

are mentioned only once each, they are consider

threats to international peace and security. 

Outcomes of the Berlin Conference

The Berlin Conference demonstrates that the outputs reflect 

complicated compromises among its parties. The regional and international 

conferences aim to remain

Berlin Conference has succeeded in m

Libyan Crisis, e.g., a permanent ceasefire, departure of the mercenaries 

from Libyan soil within three months (by the end of January 2

resuming the production and export of oil and gas, and reaching a national 

consensus regarding the importance of a constitution and elections shortly. 

The national interests of the regional and international actors who attended 

the Berlin Conference,

UNSC, did not reach a consensus in this regard

has failed so far to execute the binding Resolution number

end Libya’s Crisis and resume the process of building a 

The Berlin Conference succeeded in issuing a written Declaration 

supported later on by the Security Council Resolution number (2510/2020) 

and the resumption of the military dialogue known as 5+5. However, it 

initially failed to impose a cea
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total frequency of supporting democratization in Libya reached (9.5%). 

The GNA realizes that the major players in the Libyan Crisis reflect a 

paradoxical dilemma. Thus, they recognize the GNA and declare war 

on transitional democracy simultaneously. (Alharathy, 2020) As 

mentioned before, the principle of national interests in international 

relations that emphasizes the old saying of Machiavelli, "aims to justify 

means," leads states to declare statements that contradict their actions, 

e.g., Russia declared its support to GNA and sent weapons and 

mercenaries to LNA. 

The data in Table: 6-1 includes many important words repeated o

once. Except for Germany, the BCD has mentioned other countries and 

governmental organizations only one time. Although the external 

intervention, recruitment of mercenaries, and foreign terrorist fighters 

are mentioned only once each, they are considered by the BCD as 

threats to international peace and security.  

Outcomes of the Berlin Conference 

The Berlin Conference demonstrates that the outputs reflect 

complicated compromises among its parties. The regional and international 

conferences aim to remain the status quo in Libya as it is. However, the 

Berlin Conference has succeeded in mentioning some critical issues in the 

Libyan Crisis, e.g., a permanent ceasefire, departure of the mercenaries 

from Libyan soil within three months (by the end of January 2

resuming the production and export of oil and gas, and reaching a national 

consensus regarding the importance of a constitution and elections shortly. 

The national interests of the regional and international actors who attended 

the Berlin Conference, especially the permanent five members of the 

reach a consensus in this regard; thus, the Security Council 

has failed so far to execute the binding Resolution number (2510/2020) to 

risis and resume the process of building a stable country.

The Berlin Conference succeeded in issuing a written Declaration 

supported later on by the Security Council Resolution number (2510/2020) 

and the resumption of the military dialogue known as 5+5. However, it 

initially failed to impose a ceasefire and an arms embargo. COVID
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sefire and an arms embargo. COVID-19 and 
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the continuing conflicts among external powers are other reasons that slow 

down the execution process of the BCD.

By the end of 2020, the military committee known as 5+5 resumed 

its meetings in different locations, 

of 5+5 reached a Ceasefire Agreement on October 23, 2020. The Ceasefire 

Agreement consists of three main parts: the preamble, general principles, 

and terms of the agreement. The preamble recognizes the crucial roles of

the UNSMIL and the states participating in the Berlin Conference in 

organizing, mediating, and concluding the Ceasefire Agreement. The 

Ceasefire Agreement emphasizes the United Nations Security Council 

Resolution 2510 (2020), paragraphs (4) and (6); thus,

has reached an agreement on a permanent ceasefire. The Ceasefire 

Agreement also includes five points regarding the peaceful political 

solution to Libya's Crisis: territorial integrity, eliminating foreign 

intervention, combating terro

one entity. 

Finally, the agreement emphasizes the immediate ceasefire in Libya 

and the return of all military units, armed groups, mercenaries, and foreign 

fighters to their previous locations. The Ceasefire Agre

following points: the formation of a limited military force to deter any 

expected violations, "Halt the currently rampant media escalation and hate 

speech," open roads and air crossings, respect human rights, exchange of 

detained persons, monitoring the implementation of this agreement, and 

urge the UN Security Council to adopt a resolution to ensure compliance 

with the Ceasefire Agreement. However, the ceasefire shall not extend to 

fighting UN-designated terrorist groups like ISIS. 

The Ceasefire Agreement has been supported on the national and 

international levels. However, there are some opponents to the 

e.g., revolutionary combatants on the Sirt front. Turkey, which supports the 

GNA side, also suspects the parties' obligati

Agreement on the ground. In short, the Berlin Conference, which refers to 

the military, economic, and political dialogues, has succeeded in the 

military field. A permanent ceasefire has been reached among the enemies 
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of the past due to a new balance of power among the conflicting parties, 

e.g., Turkey’s role as a balancer in the Libyan conflict.

 However, the Ceasefire Agreement was violated again when the war 

in Tripoli resumed on August 27, 2022. Haftar forces and loyalists invaded 

Tripoli again in order to change the status quo and overthrew the GNU led 

by the Dbeiba government, which was recognized by the international 

community. Although the invasion of Tripoli failed militarily, it assures the 

fragility of the Ceasefire Agreement i

Moreover, economic meetings have resulted in resuming oil and gas 

production and export. However, the political Libyan

behind schedule due to its controversial process. The Presidential Council 

and sharing leadership positions are the ultimate goals of participants in the 

Libyan-Libyan political meetings. 

new parliamentary and presidential elections are the priority of any 

political dialogue that aims to solve the Lib

The Second Berlin Conference Declaration

In order to follow up on the execution of the first Berlin Declaration, 

a second ministerial meeting was held in Berlin on June 23, 2021. By the 

end of the second Berlin Conference, the 

Maas” stressed the importance of the first Berlin Declaration. In addition, 

he emphasized the necessity of compliance with the arms embargo and the 

continuity of IRINI operation in the Mediterranean basin, calling for a 

lasting ceasefire between conflicting Libyan parties. The necessity exists 

for a unified, legitimate political leadership in Libya. The second Berlin 

Declaration extended its de jure recognition to the GNA successor 

government or the GNU. It was responsible for

outlines and plans for a peaceful solution to the Libyan Crisis.

The members of the Second Berlin Conference Declaration 

emphasized their commitments to execute the conclusions of Berlin. They 

express their optimism toward the achieve

conclusion of the Declaration said that: (Second Berlin Conference 

Declaration, 2021: 3) 
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by the Dbeiba government, which was recognized by the international 

community. Although the invasion of Tripoli failed militarily, it assures the 
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, economic meetings have resulted in resuming oil and gas 

production and export. However, the political Libyan-Libyan dialogue is 

due to its controversial process. The Presidential Council 

g leadership positions are the ultimate goals of participants in the 

Libyan political meetings. In addition, a constitutional base and 

new parliamentary and presidential elections are the priority of any 

that aims to solve the Libyan Crisis in the future. 

The Second Berlin Conference Declaration 

n order to follow up on the execution of the first Berlin Declaration, 

a second ministerial meeting was held in Berlin on June 23, 2021. By the 

end of the second Berlin Conference, the German foreign minister

stressed the importance of the first Berlin Declaration. In addition, 

he emphasized the necessity of compliance with the arms embargo and the 

continuity of IRINI operation in the Mediterranean basin, calling for a 

ng ceasefire between conflicting Libyan parties. The necessity exists 

for a unified, legitimate political leadership in Libya. The second Berlin 

Declaration extended its de jure recognition to the GNA successor 

government or the GNU. It was responsible for executing the Berlin 

outlines and plans for a peaceful solution to the Libyan Crisis.

The members of the Second Berlin Conference Declaration 

emphasized their commitments to execute the conclusions of Berlin. They 

express their optimism toward the achieved progress; thus, the third 

conclusion of the Declaration said that: (Second Berlin Conference 
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"The situation in Libya has improved significantly since the Berlin 

Libya Conference on January 19, 2020. Hostilities ceased, and a 

ceasefire is in effect. The oil blockade was lifted. An inclusive, 

Libyan-led, and Libyan

political parties and forces under the aegis of the United Nations has 

been launched. A transitional executive authority w

and the Chamber approved the transitional national unity government 

of Deputies." 

Further examination of the Second Berlin Conference 

Declaration leads us to the following remarks: (See 

1. The second Berlin meeting was on a min

foreign ministers who attended the meeting evaluated and may take 

the necessary steps to manage Libya's Crisis according to their 

mutual interests. 

2. The second meeting recognized the legitimacy of the GNU chaired 

by Dbeiba as a fu

elections in the country to end Libya's Crisis. However, the 

Declaration recognized different obstacles faced by Libya. Among 

the obstacles connected to Libya's Crisis: are dissident armed groups, 

postponed constitution, withdrawal of all foreign forces and 

mercenaries, violation of human rights, continuing Libyan

dialogue, national reconciliation,

presidential and parliamentary election on time.

3. The Berlin Second Declarat

regional and international players in Libya’s Crisis. However, it did 

not mention the negative role of foreign countries in complicating 

Libya’s Crisis. 

4. The Second Berlin Conference emphasizes the significance of the 

political process, stable ceasefire, and more economical and financial 

reforms. 

5. The Second Berlin Conference Declaration reflects its members' 

divergent views and conflicts of interest. For example, Turkey 

reserves the withdrawal of all foreign forces, and Ru

connection with its mercenaries in Libya. Furthermore, Italy and 
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France have different views and conflicts of interest. However, 

Egypt and the UAE deny any intervention and presence on Libya's 

soil. 

In short, the first and second Berlin Con

formality than Libya's crisis's substance and core. The Berlin meetings 

were on the summit and ministerial levels; thus, Germany was credited for 

that positively. However, there is no real success on the ground because the 

ceasefire results from Turkey's balancing role during Haftar's aggression on 

Tripoli in 2020 and 2022, respectively. Furthermore, the Libyan

dialogue does not succeed so far. Elites and institutions division are the 

rules rather than the exception to the elec

situation in Libya is still fragile, and war may erupt at any time, regardless 

of the Berlin Conferences' resolutions and conclusions.

Libya's Crisis may continue for a long time as the conflicting parties' 

divergent interests supported by foreign countries exist. International 

conferences may suggest a peaceful solution to Libya's Crisis. Still, a final 

solution simultaneously requires a real political will from Libyan elites and 

the international community.

Scenarios of Libya’s Crisis

 There are three scenarios on the impact of the Berlin Conference on 

the Libyan Crisis. The first scenario assumes the modest effects of the 

Berlin Conference. Hence, the internal conflict will continue with both 

parties. The Libyan-Libyan d

the Berlin Declaration may not carry out unless either side achieves a 

military victory. This scenario argues that "business will continue as usual." 

The pro and anti-stability agenda in the Libyan Crisis will 

gap of interests among the inv

widening. For example, France opposes Turkey's role in Libya’s Crisis due 

to a conflict of interests.

The other two scenarios argue that the future will change for the 

better or worse. The Berlin Conference Declaration will be carrying out 

completely (optimistic scenario) or ignored totally (pessimistic scenario). A 

peaceful solution depends on the agreement of the Berlin Conference 
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parties, and coordination among the member

may extend to include other countries. A political solution has to take into 

consideration the interests of all parties.

Nevertheless, divergent interests may lead to an extreme situation 

where a proxy war occurs. However, Libya'

become a reality. Thus, more conferences wil

Crisis. A proxy war is the worst scenario because it threatens international 

peace and security. The pessimistic scenario is likely due to the divergent 

interests of external countries.
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Conclusion: Results 

The ICD indicates a deadline roadmap for the transitional democratic 

process in Libya post

between the roadmap and democratization in Libya after 2011. The 

transitional period is extending more than the ICD was expecting. Thus, 

Libya is facing a crisis that reflects political, economic, and social

aspects. There are internal and external variables that are contributing to 

the Libyan Crisis. However, 

diplomacy and politics.

 The findings of this study answer primarily the three questions 

mentioned before. The Conference of Berlin is distinctive from other 

similar meetings in Libya. Thus, the Berlin Confere

balanced views, written output, and a pragmatic German position towards 

Libya's Crisis. Additionally, the Berlin Conferences reflect real politics and 

ethical orientations because they mention national interests, humanitarian 

law, and other moral values, e.g., justice and equality. However, real 

politics have dominated the First Berlin Conference; therefore, more 

frequencies support that. Finally, the Berlin Conference affected the Libyan 

Crisis in areas such as a partial ceasefire, 

translation of its outputs into a binding R

The first Berlin Conference succeeded in issuing a written 

Declaration, and the Declaration was supported later on by Security 

Council Resolution (2510/202

succeeded partially (by October 2020) in imposing a ceasefire due to 

Turkey's intervention and certainly not the Berlin Declaration. An arms 

embargo by the IRINI operation is still a questionable matter. Thus, GNA, 

GNU, and LNA supply weapons and advanced technology. COVID

external conflicts are slowing down the process of a peaceful solution.

As far as the impact of the Berlin Conferences on the Libyan Crisis 

is concerned, there are ten following conclusions:

1. The Libyan Crisis is becomin

by mid-2020, more than 

indirectly in Libya’s Crisis 
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(by October 2020) in imposing a ceasefire due to 

Turkey's intervention and certainly not the Berlin Declaration. An arms 

embargo by the IRINI operation is still a questionable matter. Thus, GNA, 

and LNA supply weapons and advanced technology. COVID

external conflicts are slowing down the process of a peaceful solution.
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is concerned, there are ten following conclusions: 

risis is becoming a regional and international C

more than twenty countries are intervening directly or 

indirectly in Libya’s Crisis  
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4. The Berlin Conference represents opportunities and threats. While Libya 

may benefit from opportunities to overcome its weakness, it can avoid 

threats by rationalizing its strengths at the state level. 

5. The Berlin Conference is different from other meetings regarding Libya. 

It issued a written declaration and was attended by more count

regional and international organizations. 

6. The Berlin Conference recognizes both parties in Libya’s Crisis. Al

Sharaj and Haftar have been invited to the First Berlin meeting without 

participation in the conference. The Berlin Conference treats

de facto leader and the GNA as de jure recognition. While Debaiba 

attended the Second Berlin Conference, Haftar was not invited.

7. The Berlin Conference supports both parties in the Libyan Crisis. While 

the UAE, France, and Egypt are pro

pro-GNA and GNU 

toward the Libyan C

the USA.  

8. The Berlin Conference aims to manage the Libyan Crisis. Thus, it calls 

for a ceasefire and military dialogue.

9. The Berlin Conference is divided into a pro

pro-dictatorship agenda.

10. The Berlin Conference has succeeded in suggesting a po

to the Libyan Crisis. H

French-Turkish conflict in Libya.

11. The first and second Berlin Conferences failed to end hostilities 

between its internal and external parties due to conflicting interests and 

the absence of a political will. 

The previous results support the thesis of the primary hypothesis, which 

assumes the impact of conference politics on the Libyan Crisis, e.g., the 

Berlin Conference. The null hypothesis may reject, which expects no 

influence from the Berlin Conference. The external interventio

the BCD has been approved at the statistical level. (See Chapter Five) 

There is a strong and significant negative correlation between 
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democratization and external intervention. More external intervention in 

the Libyan Crisis leads to more set

the Libyan democratic setbacks and instability are due to foreign 

intervention. However, further research in this regard is required.
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