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Abstract

The economic experiment in China, which has been carried out by the
Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping since 1978 and continued afterwards with his
successors, is a unique experience and at the center of the admiration of the
whole world for the greatest successes achieved by this experience and which
has significantly increased the standard living of Chinese citizens. There is no
doubt that the economic bound that China has experience was not isolated
from the world, as this bound strengthened its relations with various countries
of the world, and radically changed Chinese relations with the western

countries which turn radically their policy to the national interest.

However, after these economic reforms initiated by China since 1978, the
natural earth environment in China has experienced a major deteriorations,
affecting all components of the ecosystem. China has experienced
environmental threats at all levels and with various types: water, air, soil,
biodiversity and other components of the ecosystem are now in highly risk, as
these threats have become major threats to the natural environment of humans

and all other life organisms.

This environmental pollution has become a matter of concern for the
Chinese policymaker, because environmental damageshave costing the public
treasury. Diseases, epidemics and other natural disasters have increased
dramatically in the recent years due to environmental degradation, even the
repercussions of international pollution have become more and more terrifying,

the dangerous and worrying environmental situation has pushed the Chinese
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policymakers to search more serious and realistic solutions to this problem in

effort to preserve the country's environmental security.

Finally, three scenarios can be expected in the future for the
environmental situation in China. The first scenario is that the environmental
degradation in China remains the same for many decades. The second
scenario is more optimistic (Green China) in which future renewables energy
will be used to decrease the Chinese dependence on fossil fuels while the third
and final scenario represented by a more pessimistic scenario will be defined
as the collapse of the ecosystem where it is estimated that the environment will
be more damaged in a future if China increases its dependence on polluting

energies and depletes more in addition to natural resources.
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334 Tammy Zeng, Environmental Degradation as a Result of Economic Development and its Impact on Society,
University Honors in International Relations,2012,p9
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