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Journal Sections:

1. Studies and Research Department:

It 1s devoted to displaying scientific studies and research presented by researchers and professors
interested in the magazine's topics. This research may be theoretical, a case study, based on
international experiences, etc. The size of the study is between 5,000 and 7,000 words.

2. issue topic

The magazine may allocate in each issue a file that sheds light on a specific issue or topic,
consistent with the magazine's interests. The size of the study 1n this section ranges from 5,000 to
7,000 words.

3. Translations section

This section 1s devoted to presenting the translation of texts from foreign languages into Arabic
for the Arab reader's benefit. The text must be consistent with the topics of the journal and not
exceed 20 pages.

4. Reports and Indicators Section:

This section 1s devoted to presenting and analyzing the most important global and country
reports and indicators related to armed groups and extremism, such as the Global Terrorism
Index, the Global Peace Index, and the Conflict and Political Violence Index. The size of the
scientific paper in this section is within the limits of 3000 words.

5. Book Reviews and Offers Section:

It 1s devoted to presenting summaries, critical readings, and reviews prepared by specialized
researchers on books published on the subjects of armed groups, extremism, violence, global
terrorism, etc. The size of the abstract 1s 3000 words, while the size of the critical review ranges
from 3000 to 4000 words.

6. The section on seminars and scientific conferences:

It 1s devoted to presenting a report. presenting a report on the activities and events of a scientific
conference or symposium on the issues of armed groups and extremism. The size of the report 1s
3000 words.
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Submission guidelines:

1. The research paper must be original, written
specifically for the magazine, and never been
published in whole or in part in any physical
and/or electronic publication and/or platform.

2. Research papers may be submitted in Arabic,
English, or French language, and findings must
be communicated as clear as possible while
adhering to the highest academic standards and
best practices of scientific integrity.

3. The research should be accompanied by a
brief biography of the author in both Arabic
and English.

4. Only research papers related to the field of
interest of the magazine will be accepted, must.

5. The research paper should adopt the
following format guidelines:

e Title of the article, first and last name of the
author, professional title, highest degree

achieved, affiliated institution, and e-mail, in
both Arabic and English.

¢ A minimum of 5000 and maximum of 7000
words (including references, tables, figures,
and appendices), in addition to a summary of
150 to 200 words, and at least four keywords,
all in Arabic and English.

* The research is written in a Word file in page
size (A4) and font Times New Roman size 14.

o The structure must include the following
manner: introduction, body, and conclusion.

o The research question and problem,

theoretical framework, hypothesis,
methodology and relevance must be clearly
stated, and must display a mastering of

scientific analysis.

e The requirements and standards in the
American Psychological Association's (APA)
Publication Guidelines for documentation must

be followed.
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¢ All submissions must be sent via e-mail to
j-extremism@democraticac.de

6. All submissions may be subject to:

« blind peer review by referees belonging to the
journal’s scientific committee and editorial

board

* a reply to inform the researcher one of the
following: publication, deferred publication
pending review of comments, or rejection.

¢ automatic rejection when found in violation
of publishing guidelines.

e deferred publication due to objective
considerations related to quality and scientific
originality.

* no financial rewards.

7. The magazine accepts books reviews about
books related to the field of interest and
published in any language, range between 3000
- 4000 words.

8. Also, the magazine accepts translations of
research that falls within the field of interest,
published in a language other than Arabic (if
the Arab Democratic Center is granted
copyright and translation rights).

9. More, the magazine 1is interested in
publishing analysis of reports, seminars or
indexes related to the magazine's field of
interest, e.g. The Global Terrorism Index. The
submission should not exceed 3000 words.

10. The journal is not responsible for the
contents of the article of the opinions expressed
by the author(s), and the research published
does not reflect the opinion of the magazine or
those of the Arab Democratic Center.

11. The magazine also refuses to publish any
scientific material that harms ethics, religions,
beliefs, the dignity of people, or praises
extremism and violence.
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Challenges and concerns of Al employment

In predicting terrorist attacks and monitoring terrorist activity
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Abstract

Artificial intelligence and its tools are an advanced means of monitoring and follow-up, and its
impact is very visible in the field of counter-terrorism. However, there are many challenges and
concerns in achieving this, including the ability of Al to keep pace with the practical
development of terrorist groups as well as its sometimes-random outcomes in this area and its

access to individuals' private information. and, in addition, the great fear of the misuse of
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artificial intelligence for special political purposes, etc., The researcher seeks to use a number of
research curricula to solve the research problem, the most important of which is descriptive and

analytical.
Keywords:

Artificial Intelligence - Al Employment - Predicting Attacks - Predicting Terrorist Attacks -

Terrorist Activity.
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Abstract.

Artis considered one of the most prominent tools used to disseminate ideas and perceptions, as
it can reflect complex social and political issues and contribute to shaping collective
consciousness. While extremist Islamic movements rely on media such as documentaries and
anthems to spread their ideologies, art has chosen to address related issues, including terrorism,
through various artistic forms such as satire, documentary, cinema, and others. This article aims
to study and analyze one of the most significant Moroccan cinematic works that addresses the
theme of terrorism and religious extremism in Morocco, namely the film Ya Khail Allah by
director Nabil Ayouch. The film sheds light on the motivations of extremist characters within a
specific social and cultural context. Through the analysis of the discourse and symbols used in
the film, the article seeks to explore how Ayouch tackles the issue of terrorism and extremism
through his complex depiction of the social and cultural reality. The research aims to

understand the human dimensions and social motivations behind the phenomenon of
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extremism, while emphasizing the role of art in addressing these pressing issues and providing

critical insights that contribute to a deeper understanding of these phenomena.

Keywords: terrorism, extremism, cinema, art, addressing complex issues.
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Woir : « Timbuktu - Conférence de presse au Festival de Cannes »,2014.

2 Voir I'interview de Abderrahmane Sissako avec France24

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9j2pfM11eSA
3Voir : « Timbuktu - Conférence de presse au Festival de Cannes »,2014.
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Review of "Transnational Organized Crime in the Pacific: Expansion,

Challenges and Impact”

(TOCTA Pacific 2024)

Aml Anwer Mohammed

Political researcher- EGYPT

1. Introduction

The Pacific region faces an evolving threat from transnational organized crime
(TOC), particularly in drug trafficking, human trafficking, environmental
exploitation, and cybercrime. Criminal groups exploit vulnerabilities such as
geographic isolation, limited economic opportunities, and governance challenges to
expand operations in the Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs). This
review highlights the impacts of organized crime on Pacific communities and

suggests responses.
2. Key Drivers of Organized Crime in the Pacific

Transnational organized crime (TOC) has proliferated across the Pacific Island
Countries and Territories (PICTs), fueled by geographic isolation, limited resources,
economic instability and corruption. The Pacific region is vulnerable due to vast
maritime borders that facilitate the trafficking of illicit goods. Organized crime
groups, including Asian syndicates and Latin American cartels, exploit these factors
to establish drug routes and operate in sectors such as fisheries and logging,
utilizing the Pacific as both a transit route and a burgeoning local market.
Additionally, challenges like weak governance, corruption, and inadequate law

enforcement further enable criminal networks to flourish.

{49}


https://www.unodc.org/roseap/uploads/documents/2024/TOCTA_Pacific_2024.pdf

Abud| Slebozlly Byladll hlad dlza 2024. 17 30a11-06 Lzl
Journal of extremism and armed groups
Vol.06, Issue17, 2024 ISSN:2628-8389

3. Drug Trafficking

The Pacific serves as both a transit route and, increasingly, a destination for drugs.
Key players include drug cartels from the Americas and organized motorcycle gangs
from Australia and New Zealand, with increased involvement from Asian criminal
networks. Major seizures, such as the record 4.8 tons of methamphetamine in Fiji,
underscore the scale of trafficking operations. High drug prices in Australia and

New Zealand incentivize continued trafficking through Pacific nations.

Drug trafficking, especially of methamphetamine and cocaine, is a major threat to
the Pacific, driven by the high value of drugs in markets like Australia and New
Zealand. Methamphetamine constitutes approximately 95% of drug-related cases
in the region, with substantial seizures highlighting the scale of trafficking through
Fiji and other transit points. These operations are often supported by organized
crime groups from Latin America, Australia, and Asia, leveraging commercial
networks and corrupt officials to facilitate import and export. Emerging markets
within the Pacific for methamphetamine suggest increasing domestic demand,

exacerbating the challenge for local law enforcement.
4, Human Trafficking and Smuggling of Migrants

Human trafficking and migrant smuggling are also prevalent, with victims subjected
to forced labor and sexual exploitation, often in the fishing, hospitality, and
agricultural sectors. Women and children are particularly vulnerable, and criminal
networks use visa-free policies to facilitate illicit migration and smuggling activities.
Some criminal groups have exploited Pacific nations’ workforce needs, bringing
workers from Asia under false pretenses and subjecting them to exploitative

conditions.

Organized crime groups use PICTs as transit points, capitalizing on economic
vulnerabilities. Cases of Marshallese nationals being smuggled into the United

States and Fiji's involvement in forced labor highlight the complex dynamics of
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trafficking, although data on the full scope of trafficking remains limited due to

underreporting and lack of detection.
5. Environmental Crimes

The Pacific’s rich biodiversity is under threat from illegal fishing, logging, and
wildlife trafficking, which contribute to ecological degradation and economic
instability. PICTs, particularly Papua New Guinea, face significant losses due to
illegal fishing, estimated at $333.5 million annually. High-demand wildlife products,
like sea cucumbers, are trafficked from the Pacific to East Asian markets, while
foreign criminal networks take advantage of lax enforcement to exploit timber

resources.

Environmental crimes pose a substantial risk to the Pacific’s ecosystems, local
communities, and economies. lllegal logging, wildlife trafficking, illegal fishing, and
waste crimes are pervasive, largely due to regulatory loopholes and corruption. Key

activities include:

®|llegal Logging and Wildlife Trafficking: Organized crime syndicates exploit
weak enforcement frameworks, particularly in timber and wildlife trade.
lllegal logging depletes forests, while wildlife trafficking threatens
biodiversity and contributes to ecosystem imbalances

®|llegal Fishing: Unreported and unregulated fishing is a major issue, with
foreign fleets exploiting Pacific waters for high-demand fish species, leading
to significant economic losses and marine ecosystem degradation

®Pollution and Waste Crimes: The improper disposal of plastic waste,
particularly from foreign sources, burdens small island nations that lack
infrastructure to handle such volumes. Additionally, there are rising
concerns about deep-sea mining's environmental impacts on fragile marine

ecosystems
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The impacts of these environmental crimes extend beyond the ecological sphere,
affecting the socio-economic stability of local communities dependent on natural

resources for livelihoods and cultural practices
6. Money Laundering

Weak anti-money laundering (AML) systems, inadequate regulations, and offshore
financial services make the region an attractive destination for laundering illicit
funds. Emerging online mobile payments and internet banking add complexity to
the region’s AML challenges. Criminal organizations use cash transactions and
offshore accounts to hide proceeds, while a lack of investigative resources limits

enforcement.

Money laundering presents a significant risk in the Pacific, with illicit funds flowing
through sectors like banking, casinos, and logging. Offshore financial services,
minimal beneficial ownership requirements, and cash-based economies create an
environment conducive to money laundering. Most PICTs lack robust anti-money
laundering (AML) frameworks and resources, which limits their ability to investigate
and prosecute such crimes. Criminal networks exploit this regulatory weakness to
facilitate the laundering of proceeds from drug trafficking, human trafficking, and
environmental crimes. Despite growing awareness, the necessary preconditions for
effective AML enforcement, such as adequate training and technical capacity,

remain underdeveloped across the region.
7. Cybercrime

The rapid increase in internet connectivity has exposed Pacific nations to
cybercrime. Recent attacks, including ransomware and denial-of-service attacks,
have targeted government systems in Fiji, Vanuatu, and Papua New Guinea. Cyber-
enabled scams, frequently operated by foreign syndicates, leverage low
cybersecurity awareness and exploit vulnerabilities in financial and public sector

systems.
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Cybercrime in the Pacific is an emerging threat, driven by increased internet
connection and smartphone adoption. While countries like Fiji, Vanuatu, and Papua
New Guinea have developed basic cybercrime laws, significant legislative and
infrastructure gaps remain across the region. The most common cyber-enabled
crimes include fraud, cyber extortion, and cyberstalking, often facilitated through
social media platforms. Recent incidents, such as ransomware attacks on
government systems in Fiji and Vanuatu, underline the region’s vulnerability and
lack of resilience in cybersecurity. Furthermore, cryptocurrency and blockchain
technology are posing new risks, as regulatory capabilities are often insufficient to

monitor and prevent financial crimes related to these technologies.
8. Recommendations

To counter these threats, the report outlines a series of recommendations for PICTs:

®mplement Strategic Action Plans: Building frameworks like the Boe
Declaration and the Pacific Regional Transnational Organized Crime
Disruption Strategy, PICTs should focus on converting policy goals into
actionable strategies to address TOC.

®|nvest in Data Collection and Analysis: Establishing centralized data collection
agencies within PICTs can enhance understanding of TOC trends, enabling
more precise and informed responses.

oStrengthen Maritime and Aerial Security: Given the significance of Pacific ports
and air routes, PICTs should prioritize upgrading screening technologies and
enhancing surveillance capacities for both maritime and aerial domains

®Build Community Resilience: Increasing awareness and community-based
crime prevention efforts can mitigate the influence of organized crime in
remote areas. This approach should be paired with stronger law

enforcement in isolated regions.
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®Enhance Inter-Regional and International Cooperation: Partnerships with

regional networks and international agencies can facilitate information
sharing, capacity building, and joint operations to tackle TOC.

These recommendations aim to strengthen the Pacific’s defenses against TOC while

fostering interagency and cross-border collaboration.
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abstract

Scientific development in the field of technology, especially with regard to artificial intelligence,
has led to the emergence of new types of crimes that are not committed directly by humans.
Despite the advantages of these technologies, they remain fraught with risks and may go off
course and lose control over them and the ability to control them, which This results in the
commission of various crimes at all levels, and thus creates what is called criminal liability for
artificial intelligence crimes. Accordingly, the use of artificial intelligence programs raises many
difficulties, especially with regard to criminal liability for the actions of these programs and the

suitability of current legislation for these programs and what results from them
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user.
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Abstract

The study aimed to try to identify the role of artificial intelligence in combating terrorism
because of the pervasive threat it poses to the lands of countries and peoples. In the war on

terrorism, all resources are exploited and all means are used to confront the unpredictable and
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ruthless enemy In the war on terrorism, all resources are exploited and all means are used to
confront an unexpected and ruthless enemy. In this war, modern technologies represent factors
of excellence for achieving victory, even if only temporarily, in the face of the growing terrorist
dangers. Artificial intelligence represents a great opportunity through its use to neutralize the
life points of terrorism, whether by curbing the flow of terrorist elements, detecting them, and
also limiting their attacks, whether on the ground or virtually. This is also a decisive factor in
limiting the flow of financing to it This study adopted the descriptive analytical approach, and
one of the most important findings of the study is that artificial intelligence constitutes an
effective tool in combating terrorism that overcomes all current challenges that hinder the
elimination of this phenomenon. However, this tool could generate other future challenges and

obstacles mainly related to human rights.

The terrorism - an artificial intelligence — counter terrorism
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Abstract

The emergence of extremist groups poses major security challenges at the global level, and their
activities range from terrorist attacks to insurgency, destabilizing regions, and threatening the
security of societies. Therefore, confronting terrorism requires intensifying diplomatic efforts,
intelligence cooperation, counter-terrorism operations, and cooperation between countries and
international governmental organizations in the world. Because extremism knows no borders,

which makes it necessary for countries to cooperate to effectively confront this transnational

{83}



Abud| Slebozlly Byladll hlad dlza 2024. 17 30a11-06 Lzl
Journal of extremism and armed groups
Vol.06, Issue17, 2024 ISSN:2628-8389

threat. Cooperation allows pooling resources, sharing intelligence, and coordinating efforts to

disrupt terrorist networks wherever they exist.

For the purpose of strengthening counter-terrorism capabilities, international cooperation
between institutions in terrorism issues is required in accordance with the global legal
framework for combating terrorism and the United Nations Security Council resolutions related
to terrorist fighters, to prevent and reduce the threat of terrorism through the exchange of
information and data between security and military agencies in all parts of the world. And take
strict security measures for the purpose of protecting victims and witnesses at the International
Criminal Court, using the tools and technical assistance programs available to them to support

the efforts of member states in combating this phenomenon.

Keywords (artificial intelligence, disadvantages, human rights, international cooperation,

terrorism)
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Abstract
International humanitarian law represents an advanced state of international collective action
to preserve humanity from the scourge of war through positive discrimination between civilians,
civilian objects, military targets, combatants and non-combatants .
International humanitarian law, which regulates the methods and means of combat, aims to
achieve a balance between legitimate military action and the humanitarian goal of alleviating
the suffering of people, especially civilians .
The importance of the research is due to the fact that Yemen suffers from the scourge of civil
wars on an ongoing basis. In this context, we will try, through the study, to search for concepts
and mechanisms that limit the waste of victims' rights through national law and fair justice .
The humanitarian concept, which is an integral part of the humanitarian legal heritage, must be
a tool for spreading international humanitarian law in Islamic countries, as Arab-Islamic culture
has known all humanitarian values, rules and principles before contemporary international law.
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Abstract :

The tourism sector in Tunisia has experienced multiple crises since the 2011 uprising,
This spread across the country and led to the lack of security and stability.

This has had a negative impact on the tourism sector, and the tourism crisis has become more complex
since the spread of religious extremism in the country. In this article, we will attempt to highlight the
conceptual framework of this article, “tourism” and “extremism”. .” The research paper aims to reveal the
most important difficulties encountered by the tourist activity in Tunisia, especially after the numerous
terrorist attacks which constituted a conspiracy aimed at hitting tourism, pillar of the national economy, by

studying a model represented by the attack on the Imperial Marhaba in the city of Sousse.

The problem of this research also lies in revealing the most important alternative solutions to protect the

tourism sector in Tunisia against the dangers that threaten it, in particular religious extremism.

Keywords: extremism, tourism, Imperial Marhaba Hotel.
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Reconsidering Security in Africa
Lord’s Resistance Army and Human Security in Central and Eastern Africa
(Uganda, DRC, CAR, South Sudan)

Mariam Bensaoud’

Abstract

This study examines the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) as a human security threat in Central and
Eastern Africa, focusing on its impacts on civilians and wildlife, particularly women, children, and
elephants. Adopting Critical Theory and the Human Security framework, the analysis broadens the
discourse on security by shifting the referent object from the state to individuals and ecosystems. The
paper explores the LRA's history, tactics, and resilience, revealing how historical, geographical, and
political variables sustain its operations across Uganda, DRC, CAR, and South Sudan. Key findings
highlight the LRA's atrocities, including abductions, mutilations, and its role in the illicit ivory trade,
underscoring its dual threat to human lives and environmental sustainability. The research critiques
traditional state-centric approaches to counterinsurgency and emphasizes the need for inclusive,
human-focused, and regional strategies to address complex security challenges. By reframing security,
this paper contributes to a more comprehensive understanding of threats posed by armed non-state

actors in post-colonial Africa.

1 Mariam Bensaoud is a PhD scholar in international Relations at the University of Dokuz Eylul, Izmir, Turkiye.
Contact: mariambensaoudl@gmail.com
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Introduction

Having lived a long history of colonialism and patrimonial legacies, Africa remains one of the most
challenging continents in terms of democracy establishment, state building, development, political
stability and above all security. As a region, the African continent from its Maghreb to its Sahel all the
way to Egypt and South Africa has offered a challenging post-colonial experiment for international
security. The security challenges tearing the continent include but are not limited to old security
challenges such as border conflicts, armed conflicts and inter-state wars to the more pronounced and
concerning human security issues. Territorial integrity and ethnic divisions are two of the most visible
effects of colonialism which contribute to keeping the continent ravaged by blood shedding, crimes,
illicit activities and trafficking which dangers transcend the continent. Armed conflicts in Africa have
had side effects beyond contributing to instability to causing other new security challenges that put

African states and most importantly Africans into danger.

The available literature on the topic is vast but mainly focuses on state related issues such as
democracy, corruption, patrimonialism, colonialism, state building, identity and ethnicity management
or the failure of regional and international mechanisms. Other topics covered by the scholars on the
topic are illicit economies, warlordism as well as border issues or regional security. Amongst the
major works on the topic are Judith Vorrath’ ‘From War to Illicit economies in Liberia and Sierra
Leone’ where incomplete state building and issues of criminal justice systems are blamed for making
West Africa a transit zone for South American Cocaine destined for Europe.! Kristen A. Harkness
(2016), on the other hand, focuses on the ethnic origins of LRA and their illicit criminal activities,
which she traces back to the weakness of Ugandan Army and its inability to secure Ugandan borders
and population in the North due to its ethnic lines and biases.> Andre Le Sage (2010) in ‘Africa’s

Irregular Security Threats: Challenges for U.S Engagement’ criticizes the states’ weak reactions,

! Judith Vorrath, “From War to Illicit Economies: Organized Crime and State Building in Liberia and Sierra
Leone”, German Institute for International and Security Affairs, (2014)

2 Kristen Harkness, “The Ethnic Army and the State: Explaining Coup Traps and the Difficulties of
Democratization in Africa”, Journal of Conflict Resolution, 2016, Vol. 60, No. 4, pp. 587-616. DOI:
10.1177/0022002714545332
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corruption and tribally based armies which make ethnic divisions worse, thus, leading to a growth in
LRA and other armies’ strength. This had contributed to a further weakness of civilians which
happened to come under attacks both by LRA as well as by the armies. Le Sage also offers an
overview of the group’s crimes ranging from illicit trade and war economy to piracy, arms dealing,
and human trafficking.! Kwesi Aning, on the other hand, tackles regional issues in the article ‘Africa
Confronting Complex Threats’. Aning explores the core regional issues which lead to complex
security issues in the region such as historic notions of sovereignty, lack of regional hegemonic power,
elitism in regional approaches as well as the rise of a form of regionalism which lacks regional values
in Africa. Political and military weaknesses added to interstate conflicts in the continent serve as
fruitful ground for the growth and sustenance of transnational criminal groups as well as regional
ones.! Michelle Sieff (2008), chooses to focus on the role of civil war and democratization process on
the growth of armed groups in Africa in the article “Africa’s Many Hills to Climb”. According to Sieff,
beyond Africa’s democratization issues, Africa’s relations to international community which is still
locked in colonial type of relations, such as western donors’ relations, also explain Africa’s failure to
cope with the armed group problem.? Issaka K. Souara (2009), also sheds the light on democracy
building issues and the violence which follows elections in African countries such as military coups
and their role in growth of armed groups by building a constant state of lawlessness and
instability.>Abdel Fatau Musah (2009), explores the local and regional governance issues in the article
‘Security and Governance in West Africa’. Musah, argues that internal governance issues in Africa
such as political elitism, past clan allegiances and patronage habits have led to the growth of
repression and insecurity both from state and non-state actors such as quasi states and warlords.*DCAF
and Geneva Call Report (2015) explores how armed non-state actors function in Africa and how they
can be both useful and dangerous. Dangerous in terms of the threats they pose to the stability of the

state in terms of the conflicts they foster as well as the illicit activities but useful in serving to

' Kwesi Aning, “Africa Confronting Complex Threats”, International Peace Academy, 2007.

2 Michelle Sieff, “Africa: Many Hills to Climb”, World Policy Institute, 2008, pp. 185-195.

3 Issaka K. Souare, “The AU and the Challenge of Constitutional Changes of Government in Africa”, Institute
for Security Studies, 2009, paper 197.

4 Abdel Fatau, Musah “West Africa: Governance and Security in a Changing Region”, International Peace
Institute, 2009.
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sometimes balance for the states’ weaknesses by providing civilians certain services and goods the
state failed to provide. The report also examines how the groups violence pose major hindrances to the
functioning of international mechanisms such as humanitarian aid and peacekeeping operations.!
Finally, Tony Karbo and McCandless in the book ‘Peace, Conflict and Development in Africa: A
Reader’ adopt Ali Mazrui’s new wars theory to explain the effects of globalization on security and
stability in the region. The regional conflicts including armed groups come as part of a natural process
on the road to democracy which post-colonial countries must intake. The globalization process,
however, added to lack of political and civil rights has caused more economic inequalities than
elsewhere which contributes to security challenges in sub-Saharan Africa such warlords and armed

groups.?

Adopting the Critical Theory approach, this paper aims to contribute to the available literature on
armed groups in Africa by using the concept of Human Security to analyze the security threats posed
by the Lord’s Resistance Army. Most of the literature on the topic focuses mainly on a state approach
by shedding the light on issues of geopolitical character such as interstate conflicts and state behavior
which contribute to LRA development. Available studies mainly adopted a causal approach analyzing
what made LRA become and what makes it survive. Few, however, shed the light on the effects of
LRA activities on human security by considering subjects such as women, children or even elephants

which are all major resources for LRA.

! DCAF & Geneva Call, “Armed Non-State Actors: Current Trends and Future Challenges”, DCAF, Working
Paper Series No 5, 2015.

2 McCandless, E., and Tony Karbo, Peace, Conflict, And Development in Africa: A Reader, University for
Peace: Switzerland, 2011.
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Research Question

To fill this gap, this paper asks the question:

To what extent has the Lord’s Resistance Army been a human security threat in Central and

FEastern Aftica?

To answer its research question, the paper devises the ‘human security’ into two referral objects
namely civilians, which focuses mainly on women and children in places such as North Uganda, West
South Sudan, South Darfur, CAR and Congo, and the second referral object which consists of
elephants. The second referral object being the subject of a major illicit and criminal activity by the
armed group is analyzed both through direct and indirect referral. The first focuses mainly on the
implications of poaching activities by LRA on African elephants and the second relates the activity to
first referral by considering direct dangers from LRA’s poaching on civilians as well the money
gained from poaching and its contribution to the group’s extended violence and crimes on the referral

object I (Civilians).

I-Theoretical and Conceptual Framework

1.1Critical Theory for Security Studies

This study adopts the Critical Theory for security studies as its theoretical approach. Critical of the
classical and traditional approaches to the study of security where the centrality and focus has solely
been on the state, the Critical Theory calls for expanding the security studies analysis and agenda
beyond the state to other referent objects that can either be beyond or below the state. Established by
Ken Booth (1991), the critical theory seeks to redefine the state as a mean to security rather than its
end. The theory reframes the understanding of the state as the center of security to the actual provider
of security which brings into center other referent objects such as citizens. Individuals are, thus,
considered as an important element of security analysis of current world security challenges which
traditional theoretical models failed to predict, explain and solve. Unlike traditional theories which

focus mainly on the structure of international system and its security implications on the state, Critical
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Theory aims to engage with contemporary security problems to which it aims to develop
contemporary ways of analysis far from the pragmatic and structural traditional ones as Marx
Morkheimer puts it. Ken Booth (1991) one of the major contributors to the development of the critical
approach for security analysis has developed the concept of ‘Emancipation’ as central to the
understanding of security. According to Booth, security in its essence infers freedom from threats and

dangers that would inhibit the existence and liberty of individuals.'

Against the Copenhagen School of security studies, the Critical Studies School calls for the
politicization of security and for the insistence on security in issues where it traditionally has not been

so such as human security, liberty, environment, social equality and freedom, etc.

This study falls more specifically within the range of the Welsh School which follows the Gramscian
and Frankfurt School critical theory as a guideline for the understanding and analysis of security. The
While recognizing the importance and role of the state, the Welsh School calls for the broadening of
our understanding of security and for the consideration of other referent objects than the state. The
Welsh School goes against Copenhagen’s arguments for desecuritization, given that it would leave
security as a concept and a practice under the monopoly of a political elite which has so far not proved
any useful in providing security in practical and real terms to common individuals, overall livelihood
and wellbeing. The critical scholars, are thus, set to represent those referent objects that have been
absent in the representation, framing and discourses of security by reframing security, or more rightly

by freeing its borders.?

1.2Human Security Concept

One of the conceptual pillars to Critical Theory for security analysis is Human Security. The concept
basically refers to the security and freedom of individuals from all harms and threats. It is however,
not limited to humans but also occasionally used to refer to broader areas which come below or above

the state level such as society, culture and environment. There are basically three major explanations

! Pinar Bilgin, “Critical Theory”. Security Studies: An Introduction, edited by Paul D. Williams. Routledge:
Tayler and Francis. London and New York, 2008, pp. 89-102.
2 Bilgin, pp. 98-102
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for human security, two of which are said to be narrow while the other referred to the broadeners of
the concept. The first definition adopted by scholars such as Alston (1992), Lauren (1998) and
Morsink (1998) refers to natural rights and the rule of law which refer to the fundamental liberal
understanding of individual rights including life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. The second
definition which has been established by international advocates of human rights such as Bootros
Ghali (1992), Moore (1996) and the UN in its resolutions (1995, 1999), refers to a humanitarian view
of security and the responsibility and rights to be free from genocide and war crimes. The third
definition of the concept, also known to be adopted by the broadeners, extends the concept of human
security to economic, social and environmental security and not only considers humans but also

overall livelihood under which referent objects such as animals and mother nature would come.!

Accordingly, the concept of human security is divided into negative and positive human security with
the first referring to the absence or freedom from threats while the second referring to the more

positive side of not only securing but also flourishing.?

For the scope of this study, the paper focuses on negative human security while adopting a general
view of the latter which includes elements from the three different definitions of human security. In
other words, the paper does not limit human security to individuals’ freedom from threats but also
considers objects of overall livelihood and mother nature such as animals. The concept is adopted to
refer to threats of life and liberty from crimes against humanity not only involving individuals but also

animals.

II-Lord Resistance Army: A Complex Guerilla Army

2.1 Warlord, Religion and Mysticism

Developed under the lead of the mystic warlord, Joseph Kony, the Lord’s Resistance Army group rests

firstly on a complex system of belief where Kony takes a metaphysical role according to which comes

! Fen Osler Hampson, “Human Security”. Security Studies: An Introduction, edited by Paul, D. Williams.
Routledge: Tayler and Francis. London and New York, 2008, pp. 229-243.
2 Hampson, p. 231
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the legitimacy of his lead, of the group and of its criminal activities. Joseph Kony which has proved to
be a serious challenge for multiple international, regional and local operations to catch and to bring
into justice declares himself as a prophet, possessed by several spirits which connect him directly to
God, give him orders and allows him to predict group’ members future mainly intentions for defection
or loyalty. According to Kony, he was attributed the duty of ‘tribal purification’” by God which
requires him to lead a group of purified souls that can purify or otherwise kill and torture those who
refuse the legitimacy of the guerilla group.! This is mainly carried toward the Acholi community
amongst which Kony was born in 1961 before he grows to be a soldier with Ugandan People
Democratic Army, from which he defects to lead own rebellious army as UPDAG enters into
agreement with the Ugandan government. To keep his armed group pure, Kony carries daily mystic
traditions to make new members, mainly abductees of LRA, join the pure line of the group such as the
Shea oil bath. Kony also carries daily traditions of cleansing his own army members by leading
prayers in evening, reciting bible and then predicting members sins and futures according to which he

orders death penalties.?

2.2 Political Background and Development

The rise of LRA stretches back to the conflicts over governance between Northerners and Southerners
following the country’s independence in 1962. The country’s ethnic and divisive lines stretching back
from the British colonial time had divided the North and South over who is more entitled and who
shall govern the country as an entity. This has made the country go through a series of military coups
and violence. The first military coup carried by the northerner Idi Amin made the country drawn into
failure and lack of rule of law. Having shut all institutions and carried targeted killings against

civilians, Idi Amin increased the divide and violence in the struggle over integration. Overthrown by

! Dorothy Horsfield, “The Lord’s Resistance Army: Alive and Well”, Eureka Street.com.au, Vol. 25, No. 16.
2015.
Africa Journal, “Surviving the Lord’s Resistance Army in S. Sudan”, America, Vol. 20, No. 27, 2010.
2 GlobalSecurity.Org, “The Lord’s Resistance Army”,2016.
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/para/lra.htm
Abasa Africano, “Ungoverned Spaces and the Survival of Terrorist Groups: A Case Study of the Lord’s
Resistance Army”, Calhoun: NSL Institutional Archive of the Naval Postgraduate School, 2015.
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forces of Ugandan refugees, who were expelled during his role, and Tanzanian army, Idi Amin was
followed by Obote (a northerner) who became president in 1980 through elections. Yoweri Museveni,
a Southerner and an electoral candidate with Obote, believed that elections were rigged by Obote and
launched a guerilla war against the government which would last for five years between his guerilla
army and the Uganda National Liberation Army. Obote, however, thrown by own army in 1985 is
replaced by Tito Okello who served as a transitional government with Acholi soldiers and who entered
into agreement with Museveni’s Army which already controlled many parts of the country. As
Okello’s army broke agreement conditions with Museveni and carried targeted killings. Museveni’s

forces took over Kampala and overthrew his presidency leading to Museveni ‘s rise as president.!

Museveni’s rise to presidency was, however, a turning point to Uganda not in terms of the economic
and social reforms and the transition he would carry, which remained focused on the South, but rather
in relation to the beginning of a lifetime struggle with the North that would give rise to one of Africa
and the world’s most complicated and challenging insurgency which with time would turn to a

criminal group: Lord’s Resistance Army.

Museveni’s rise to presidency was met with a large-scale resistance from the North, because of his
being Southerner which meant the end of the Northerners’ hold on military and political institutions of
the country. That also meant the possible discrimination and marginalization of Northerners under a
southerner rule. As a result, an insurgent group raised called the Holy Spirit Movement (HSM) under
the lead of Alice Lakwena. Lakwena, a relative of Kony, led the group through claims of magical
power and through holy spirit tactics which were composed of initiation and purification rituals but
with strict rules on behavior and violence. Defeated in 1987, Alice retreats to Kenya, and her rebellion
leadership is followed by the rise of Joseph Kony who uses HSM remnants to compose own armed
group first known as the Christian Army and later labeled as the Lord’s Resistance Army. The armed
group under the lead of Kony, sets as its objective the overthrow the Museveni government and the
rule of Uganda based on the Christian Ten Commandments. Unlike HSM, however, Kony’s LRA sets

no rules on behavior toward common citizens and noncombatants and accordingly carries a variety of

! Africano, pp. 18-20
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attacks and crimes while moving between Sudan and Uganda. The year 2006, however, proves to be a
turning point for LRA and Central and Eastern Africa as LRA becomes a transitional armed group
functioning in four countries (Sudan, South Sudan, CAR and DRC) instead of Uganda alone after

being forced out by Ugandan Army across borders.!

It is after this event, that LRA has become a larger threat for human security across the region by
carrying a variety of criminal activities that put into danger citizens, mainly women and children, as
well as other creatures such as elephants which become a major source of earning through poaching
activities. This geographical scattering of LRA has made it become a highly complex guerilla group
which now served not only as insurgency but more properly as a transnational criminal group which
built alliances with states and other guerilla groups. The complex regional context which consists of

several intrastate and interstate conflicts has contributed to the complexity and growth of LRA.

2.3 Organizational Structure and insurgency tactics

LRA’s group has proved to be essentially challenging for international, regional and local
counterinsurgency operations. This has been the case due to the group’s insurgency tactics and
strategies and highly organized structure which allowed it to escape all attempts of defeating it. LRA
has not depended on the number of its fighters which in no way could equal or exceed the number of
fighters in the militaries of Uganda, AU’s RTF, U.S AfriCom and other UN initiatives. Instead, LRA
developed itself into a structured organization with developed tactics that consisted of making use of

very small units with small number of fighters rather than the opposite.

2.3. (a) Organizational structure

LRA functions through a very hierarchical and structured armed organization where Kony serves the
highest position as the general and ideological leader. Right under Kony is his senior advisors who are
assigned specific missions and positions such as public relations and military strategy. Then, comes

the level of hardcore fighters which are estimated to be between 500-1000 with fluctuation depending

! Africano, pp. 21-22
Adrian Taylor, “Uganda and the ICC: Difficulties in Bringing the Lord’s Resistance Army Leadership before the
ICC”, 6 Eyes on the ICC, 2009, Vol. 23.
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on abduction. The members are then divided into four brigades which take care of the overall
leadership of fighting. Beneath this leadership comes the field or operation units which is composed of
field commanders, abductees and an officer of religious affairs who takes care of the praying and
fasting. The field units’ groups are trained to split to a maximum possible level during operation while
keeping a close coordination of moves amongst each other. LRA also avoids using high frequency

radios and technology to avoid detection by the governments intelligence services.!

2.3. (b) Resilience Strategies

As for its resilience tactics, LRA as mentioned earlier has depended in its fight against governments
on tactics that can ensure it can not be caught by forces. First, is the element of unpredictability and
surprise as its crucial strategy for successful attacks regardless of its decreasing number of fighters.
This allows LRA to keep civilians and armies in constant fear which gives it an indirect control of
territory and civilians moves as most individuals would empty any space where there are doubts about
existence of LRA units around out of fear.? The second strategy is the use of remote and strategic areas
which generally consist of ungoverned and contested spaces where LRA can be out of reach for armies
but in touch with other criminal groups and traders to whom it sells resources and buys supplies as is

the example of Kafia Kingi enclave, Lubanga Tek and Imatong Mountains.?

The third important resilience strategy of LRA group is the division into very small and fast units
through Central African Republic and Congo. Once attacked or while attacking, the units get scattered
into very small number of fighters as small as 3 or 4 members and get scattered around different parts.
This allows them to easily attack civilians without being previously detected and likewise easily

scattered after attack to not being caught by Ugandan or other forces.*

The Lord’s Resistance Army is also known for its strategy of targeting less urbanized areas, that are

given up on or neglected by own governments, as a field for their hiding and activities. Additionally,

! Anthony Vinci, “The Strategic Use of Fear by the Lord’s Resistance Army”, Small Wars and Insurgencies,
2005, Vol. 16, N. 3, pp. 360-381, DOI: 10.1080/09592310500221336

2 Vinci, p. 372

3 Robert L. Feldman, “Why Uganda Failed to Defeat the Lord’s Resistance Army”, Defense and Security
Analysis, 2008, Vol. 24, No. 1, pp.45-52, DOI: 10.1080/14751790801903210

4 Feldman, p. 47
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they also use coalitions with other rebel groups such as Ex-Seleka with whom they occasionally do
business and occasionally fight against.! Another important strategy is their targeting of small targets
rather than large scale attacks which allows them to avoid confrontation with Ugandan Army.? The
armed group also makes use of small weapons such as Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPG) along with
AK-47s but with the latter’s possession limitation to Unit commanders alone.® Furthermore, LRA also
uses as a strategy the targeting of civilians which it uses as a provocation against and a strategy to
decrease the legitimacy of the government. Through its surprise criminal attacks on civilians, LRA
aims to pass a message to the communities that their governments could not protect them. Abduction
is also another resilience strategy which has served LRA to keep going regardless of its recent years
decreased number of fighters and its entering into what is known as a survival mode. The use of
abduction allows LRA to fill its ranks forcefully without needing to have loyal fighters voluntarily
joining its lines, which has become impossible given that most ex-loyal fighters have voluntarily

escaped and most people in the region are horrified by the group’s atrocities.*

III-Three Variables: History, Geography and the Political Context

In line with Critical Theory and to properly understand the functioning, growth and most importantly
the continuity of LRA regardless of the joint efforts that were directed against it, there are three
important variables that explain and feed the existence of LRA: History, Geography and the Political

Context.

'Paul Ronan, State of the LRA 2016, LRA Crisis Tracker, 2016.
2 Feldman, p. 47

3 Vinci, 368-369

4 Vinci, pp. 371-376
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3.1 History

In the first layer comes history and more especially colonialism which has set the region and Uganda,
specifically, into a fate of a lifetime division which has so far been the evil from which all evils came
to be. Up until the 14" and 15% century, the whole region is known to have been under the reign of a
single kingdom. An invasion from the North, However, has made it divide into four small kingdoms
known as Ankole, Toro, Bunyoro and Buganda. As the Europeans set foot on the region, the British
‘divide and conquer’ strategy took on furthering division lines between Ugandan South and North and
the creation of identity on ethnic lines. The Nilotic speaking North was perceived as primitive and
treated accordingly. Northerners were given status and activity based on their physical fitness only.
The British used them for their military activity but did not invest into their development or education.
The South, however, which was perceived as more of a soft community was given educational and
development opportunities and considered fit for civil service. Development was mainly favored in the
South of the country while the North intentionally neglected. The North and Northerners were given a
second-tier status. Jobs for northerners consisted mainly of labor work. Another divide was also
conducted on basis of religion, setting separate Muslims in the North and East and Christian
communities in the rest of the country. The Acholi community been the major ethnic community of
the North which was subjected to this British discrimination and suffered from poverty as a result of it,
compared to Southern communities, would carry this into their struggle for equal being in the post-
independent Uganda which ultimately gave rise to a never ending battle between South and North

leading to the rise of LRA which came to attack own community, Acholi.!

This history not only has led to the group’s creation but has productively served its purposes by
justifying its existence and fight and drawing to its lines thousands of committed fighters in its early

years. This same history has fed the rise of many other rebel groups not only in Uganda but also

! Taylor, pp. 24-26

Juma Okuku, Ethnicity, State Power and the Democratization Process in Uganda, Uppsala,

Sweden: University Printers, 2002, pp. 11-12.

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id= Nokyosqm68C&oi=fnd&pg=PA7&dq=divide+and+

rulet+by+the+colonialists+intuganda
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around the region, which claim to be motivated by ethnic marginalization and division from the

powerful other as is the case with SPLA in South Sudan or Arrow groups in Western Equatorial State.

3.2 Geography

The second important variable which also explains the existence and functioning of LRA, and even
other armed groups if we want, is the geography of the region which offers perfect opportunities for
their growth and sustenance. Central and Eastern Africa’s Large Flora and Fauna has so far proved to

be a major contributor to the continuity and growth of LRA.

The region’s large amount of forests and bush areas such as claves offer convenient places where LRA
can manage to easily hide and grow across the four countries where it is active whenever it is

pressured by Ugandan army or any regional and international force.!

Moreover, is the importance of wild animals available in the region which serve as an important
resource for LRA’s illicit trade of ivory which gives LRA a comfortable source of richness even if
they are strained from conducting their regular business in other mineral resources such as gold,

diamonds, etc.?

3.3 Political Context

3.3. (a) Interstate Level Context: Proxy wars

The third major variable which is crucial in understanding the very being and growth of LRA is the
political context of the area where it functions which breeds not only the growth of LRA but also of a
network of other armed groups. The various regional interstate conflicts have given rise to a trend of
using armed groups, born out of intrastate conflicts, as part of states offense and defense paradigms.
To secure their interests and regimes, states sought alliances with guerilla groups such as LRA and
others in complex political and geopolitical equations among the regional neighbors. Armed groups

coalitions with the states and the support they earn from it, in terms of weapons, physical area, training

I'LRA Crisis Tracker, 2016, p. 6
2 LRA CRISIS TRACKER, pp. 6,7, 8
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and other benefits made them become a natural part of the regional political network making it almost

impossible to abolish them in the existence of the current political regional context.

Beyond LRA, the region is one characterized by a very active and complex network of insurgent and
criminal groups which build complex relations with each other and the states. Mutual intervention in
internal affairs through armed groups has become a regional trend. At the center of this, is the
geopolitical calculations such as the important geopolitical position of Sudan and South Sudan which
has been crucial in the rise of this security mechanism in Central and Eastern Africa. South Sudan’s
geopolitical position and its important oil fields make it subject to border conflicts among regional
countries, this has been exacerbated by ethnic intrastate conflicts which put the states at a high risk of

secession.!

LRA ‘s continuity as well as growth in force and capabilities is largely due to Uganda and Sudan’s
rebel steeple-chasing game which has rendered both of their populations subject to multiple attacks
from guerilla groups. Because of Ugandan support to SPLA which has been crucial to the latter’s
ability to separate from Sudan and gain independence over the South Sudan area, Sudan has since
1990s been a loyal and committed supporter to LRA which it has used as a counterinsurgency against
Uganda-SPLA guerilla group coalition. Sudan is believed to have officially received LRA and gave it
a base around its Juba area. Sudan has also played an important role in helping LRA continue to exist
and grow when it has been chased away by Ugandan Army. It has offered a haven from Ugandan and
other forces in the Kafia Kingi enclave which besides being a disputed area, thus not allowed to be
accessed by Ugandan or any other armies, is also an important point for LRA trading activities. The
areas of Kafia Kingi clave and South Darfur provide LRA members access to trading hubs where they
can sell their ivory and get necessary supplies.? Among other forms of supports that have been handed

to LRA by Sudan is lands for cultivations, materials to construct their homes, hospitals for treatment

'IRIN, “Regional Interests at Stake in the South Sudan Crisis”, 2014.
http://www.irinnews.org/report/99802/regional-interests-stake-south-sudan-crisis

2 LRA CRISIS TRACKER, p. 20
The Economist, “International: Africa’s Most Wanted, Uganda, Sudan and Congo”, London, 2006, Vol. 379, Iss.
8480: 64.
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as well as weapons, ammunitions and landmines which make Kony incredibly strong and almost

impossible to defeat.!

Other regional conflicts which feed the existence of LRA and a network of non-state armed groups is
the Congo conflict where SPLA guerilla took over Congolese borders to fight against Sudan. This
conflict has made the area between South Sudan and DRC borders an ungoverned space which served
the interests of LRA that was already functioning in Western South Sudan to expand further into

DRC'’s borders.

The Sudan, Eritrea and Ethiopia, conflict is yet another source of strength for LRA. The frontier
dispute among the three countries and their use of proxy groups has made these latter dominate the
borders and grow in power. While Ethiopia backed SPLA against Sudan, Sudan replied by supporting
LRA with whom it launched a military attack to regain territory from the South. Sudan’s support was
also directed against Eritrea which responded to the offensive by joining Uganda and Ethiopia in their

support to SPLA .2

3.3. (b) Intrastate Level Context: Failed State Building and Ethnic Governance

The other important political factor in the existence and growth of guerilla groups in the region
including the Lord Resistance Army is failed state building and ethnic governance which is a common
attribute of all the states where LRA and other guerilla groups have a strong hold and continue to

successfully exist.

Following their independence, the states where LRA has been functioning including Uganda, CAR,
Congo and South Sudan have followed similar patterns of governance which are characterized by
divisible, corrupt and illegitimate politics which have proved to intentionally discard and neglect
certain areas and populations. Areas where communities of other ethnic lines than those holding the

power were left underdeveloped and empty from state forces such as police and other institutions that

' Vinci, p. 366

GlobalSecurity.org, 2016

2 Majak D’Agoot, “Understanding the Lethargy of Sudan’s Periphery-Originated Insurgencies”, Small Wars
and Insurgencies, 2013, Vol. 24, No. 1. DOI:10.1080/09592318.2013.740229
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can protect civilians against guerilla groups. Targeted marginalization by theses states governments of
certain populations have been an opportunity of growth and functioning for LRA which has exploited
the absence of governments and adopted as a strategy the targeting of non-urbanized areas and

communities that were not considered by governments as worthy of their protection.

In Uganda, for example, the North from where LRA originated and long functioned has been
intentionally left alone and discriminated by the Southerner President Museveni. Development
incentives and reforms targeted the South only while keeping the North marginalized. This not only
offered LRA legitimacy and a cause but also a free ground where it could carry attacks and illicit

activities without restraints.!

South Sudanese government has also intentionally kept its Western region out of its governance
incentives because of the region’s Zande ethnicity which has been in conflict with the dominant Dinka
ethnic group to which the president and army members belong. The government complete absenteeism
in the region, even while it was under serious attacks from LRA, made the group take advantage of the
area as a base. Neglected by the government, while the East was given all sorts of institutions to
protect it, the Western region of South Sudan had to develop its own community defense unit known
as the Arrow Boys and which claim to have been abused by government SPLA army instead of given

support in their fight against LRA.?

The same sectarian politics have also dominated Central African Republic which has left its Eastern
area and other regions ungoverned. President Bozize’s corrupt regime could not care any less about
the country’s Southeastern areas or even about most of the country. Instead, to safeguard his regime,

Francois Bozize entered into coalition with UFDR rebel groups and handed them control over

! Pamela Faber, “Sources of Resilience in the Lord’s Resistance Army”, CNA: Analysis and Solutions, 2017.
Klaus Dodds, “Geopolitical Hotspot: Uganda”, Geographical, 2011.

Charles Wendo, “Northern Ugandan Humanitarian Crisis Shocks UN Chief”, The Lancet, 2003, Vol. 362.
Kennedy Tumutegyereize, “What Will It Take to end LRA Conflict”, Conciliation Resources, 2012.

2 Mareike Schomerus & Lotje de Vries, “Improvising Border Security: A Situation of Security Pluralism along
South Sudan’s Borders with the Democratic Republic of Congo”, Security Dialogue, 2014, Vol. 45, No. 3, 279-
294,

Chloe Auletta-Young, Beth Maclin, Jocelyn Kelly, Will Cragin, “We Mobilized Ourselves: Community
Resilience in Areas Impacted by the Lord’s Resistance Army”, Harvard Humanitarian Initiative, 2015.
Available at:
https://hhi.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/publications/hhi_Ira_report we_mobilized ourselves.pdf
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diamond mining regions such as Sam Ovandy. Even after his overthrow, the Eastern region has
continued to be left without any governance responsibility from the government. This came to the
benefit of LRA which uses the area to transport illicit ivory, gold, diamonds and also carries looting

activities for food supplies from citizens.!

Likewise, in Congo which is an important spot for LRA activities, the Eastern region of the country
has been denied the government attention and became center to military, political and multiple other
crises. Preoccupied by its power transition problems, Congolese government never responded to
LRA’s violence in the area and even went further to denying that LRA even existed on its territory
while international community was raising alerts about the group atrocities in the Congolese areas of
Haute Uele and Bas Uele provinces. Civil war unravelling the country since 2008, the unwillingness
of President Kabila to leave power, the inaptitude of Congolese army due to its fragmentation by
factional fights as well as North Kivu and Kaisai provinces conflicts about resources and rebels and
the existence of many active local militias such as FDLR, Mai Mai and Kamuina Sapu in addition to
the government’s lack of will to fight LRA made the latter have a very safe territory for criminal
activities in Congo. One of LRA’s most empowering criminal activities is takes place at the Garamba
National Park where it carries its elephant poaching for ivory trade and also uses the area for its

general trading activities.?

IV-Analysis: LRA and Human Security in Central and Eastern Africa

To analyze the impact of LRA on human security in the region, this study divides human security into
two referent objects namely referent (I) which is civilians with a focus on women and children and

referent (II) which is African elephants subject to poaching from LRA. The referent (II) is also

"' LRA Crisis Tracker, p. 16

2 Anthony W. Gambino, “State Failure: The Responsibility to Protect Civilians in the Democratic Republic of
Congo”, Georgetown Journal of International Affairs, 2009, Vol. 10, No. 2, pp. 51-58.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/43133573

“Taping the LRA: South Sudan Tries to Bring Uganda’s Rebels to Peace but not to Justice”, Africa
Confidential, 2006, Vol. 47, No. 11.

The Economist, 2016

Faber, p. 17
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analyzed in relation to referent (I) by shedding the light on the indirect impact of the elephant

poaching activity on referent object (I) as the following chart illustrates:

Referent
Object IT

Referent
Object I

\ 4

Referent 11
linkage to referent
I

4.1 Referent Object (I): Civilians (esp. Women and Children)

Adopting as its motto “’kill one to frighten many’’, the Lord’s Resistance Army has mainly carried
attacks against noncombatant and unarmed civilians. Its major criminal activity which is abduction has
mainly targeted women and children to serve the purposes and needs of its organization. Few of
LRA’s attacks has been on state institutions, officials or army. Instead, LRA has intentionally planned
strategies to avoid any confrontation with the state. LRA has adopted as its strategy the targeting and
attack of areas where the state presence was very low, close to absent. Its major areas of attacks have
been villages, camps and similar community spaces. Besides presenting a physical threat and causing

thousands of deaths, LRA’s attacks have left millions displaced, physically harmed and incapable.

In 2004, for example, LRA fighters carried an attack on Barlonyo Camp by setting it to fire causing
about 300 deaths at once which made the attack be known as the Barlonya massacre.! In 2016, LRA
also burned down the full village of Zabe causing a similar massacre.? LRA’s attacks on Northern
Uganda, especially, which have been happening since its creation in 1986 have had disastrous effects

on the Acholi community and have caused a huge displacement of the community making the area

! Africano, p. 26
2 LRA Crisis Tracker, p. 8
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almost empty from inhabitants.! LRA also carried attacks against civilians in DRC and CAR while in
South Sudan’s Western Equatorial region which made civilians get displaced to refugee camps in
South Sudan.? LRA also carried attacks on catholic nuns from Latin America while on a mission? and
attacked aid workers in Yei and Yambio areas.* Other multiple attacks to the four countries where it is
active have been carried from the border triangle. Civilians have also come under attack in areas where
LRA was extracting goods, gold and diamonds such as in mining camps in Congo’s Haute Kotto
Prefecture.’ According to the UN, an estimated 100,000 people have so far been killed by LRA and at
least 2.5 million have been displaced because of its criminal activities, including 180,000 Congolese,
60,000 South Sudanese and about 80 percent of the Acholi population who either had to get internally

displaced or to become refugees across borders. ¢

Besides attacking the life of civilians, LRA has also deprived many from their freedom through
abduction which forcefully turned small children into criminals and very young girls into sexual slaves,
mothers and porters. LRA has carried strategic abduction of children under the age of ten, as young as
5 years old, both young boys and girls to serve its organization needs and purposes. The abduction
crimes of LRA have especially intensified after its loss of many fighters which voluntarily escaped
following Uganda’s Amnesty act in 2001 which promised defectors to be forgiven except the LRA
leader and seniors. Young boys are used by LRA to fill its lowest ranks of field units and fighters.
Before abducting them LRA subjects the children to multiple practices of horror to prepare them for

criminal activities. Young boys are usually ordered to kill own parents or other members of family and

! Horsfield, p. 13

Feldman, p. 45

2 Shomeros et Al, p. 283

3 LRA Crisis Tracker, p. 8

4 Africa Confidential, p. 5

3> LRA Crisis Tracker, p. 6, 19

® UN Security Council, “Demanding that Lord’s Resistance Army End All Attacks, Security Council Calls for
Full Implementation of Regional Strategy in Central Africa”, 6971% Meeting, 2013, SC/ 11018.
https://www.un.org/press/en/2013/sc11018.doc.htm

The Resolve, “Key Statistics,” The Resolve: LRA Crisis Initiative.
http://www.theresolve.org/the-lra-crisis/key-statistics/

Africano, p. 28

Roger Persichino, “Humanitarian Situation Critical in Uganda”, InterAction, 2004,
http://allafrica.com/stories/200403090590.html
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once taken to the organization the children are taken into of a process of initiation and integration.'
This consists of torture on them such as beating, burning, etc. as well as ordering them to kill other
children even eat humans’ flesh or else to be killed. This is conducted to disturb the children
psychology and make them ready to follow all orders from Kony and carry all sorts of possible crimes
under pressure. The killing of own family members is also taken as guarantee for eternal loyalty as the
abductees would never be able to go back to their own communities where they can be faced with

resentment and revenge killing.?

Abducted women and young girls serve services such as bringing food and water as well as the
group’s possessions from one camp to another when on the move. Young girls are also offered as
rewards to Acholi fighters of LRA or Kony himself where they serve as sexual slaves. These young
girls also give birth to other children victims who are born into LRA and are subjected to a natural
socialization into crimes, violence and atrocities against the outside world. This is because these
children, born into LRA and having no encounter with the normal world, take it as their natural
identity to be criminals. This class of children in LRA have proved to grow to be the most dangerous

LRA fighters who would carry the most horrifying crimes in the most horrifying manners.?

According to the UN, an estimation of at least 60,000 to 100,000 children have been abducted by
LRA.* This is only counted mainly from returnee centers which means that counting those not
released would double the number. In Northeast Congo, for example, in 2015 alone abductions rose to

485 civilians.’ In Central African Republic, 217 civilians were abducted in 2016 among whom 54

' M. Gustavsson, J. Oruut & B. Rubenson, “Girl soldiers with Lord’s Resistance Army in Uganda Fighting for
Survival”, Children’s Geographies, 2017, Vol. 15, No. 6, pp- 690-700.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14733285.2017.1300233

Human Rights Watch, “Stolen Children: Abduction and Recruitment in Northern Uganda”, 2013.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2003/03/28/stolen-children/abduction-and-recruitment-northern-uganda
LRA Crisis Tracker, p. 4

2 Vinci, p. 370-371

LRA Cerisis Tracker, p. 14

The Lancet, 1818

3 Vinci, 367, 368

4 Genocide Watch, “Reward Offered for Information on Kony by Reuters, in New York Times”, 2013.
http://www.genocidewatch.org/uganda.html

5> LRA Crisis Tracker, p. 4
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were children.! Between the period of 1986 to 2002, LRA has abducted between 54,000 to 75,000
people including about 25,000 to 38,000 children.> The highest abductions are carried from the Acholi
community, from where Kony originally comes, and which is regarded by him as ethnically superior
to other ethnic groups. Among the so far abducted children by LRA only 25,000 have been able to

return while others remain in the captivity of Kony.?

In addition to its dangers on the life and freedom of civilians, LRA has also endangered their physical
safety and capability through the criminal act of mutilation. The cutting of hands, fingers, noses, lips
and the pulling or burning of eyes has been an LRA stamp on the region community members. LRA
has conducted mutilation of many members, especially abductees, which could not execute orders as
given or refused to do so. Those believed to have lied or planned to escape are also punished by
mutilation to set example for others. This is also said by Kony to be an order from God to punish those
who do not carry his orders. A famous event has been that of an abducted 17 years old boys to whom
LRA has carried multiple mutilations, cutting his ears, hands, nose, and sending him back to his
community as message. Used as a strategy of fear to make larger communities closer to subordinating
to LRA rather than resisting it, mutilation has left many physically incapable and eternally
handicapped, which infers their economic incapability as well given that those subject to mutilation of

hands, legs, etc. find it impossible to earn a living and to carry normal lives.*

Another implication of LRA on civilians has been its endangering of peace among communities. Due
to LRA ‘s criminal acts and its forcing abductees to carry crimes, LRA has divided many families and
communities and made many of them hated by their surrounding and in times subject to attacks and
revenge killing. If members and abductees defect to Kony and return home, they are faced by another

phase of social, economic and psychological atrocities. Not accepted by their communities and

I'LRA Crisis Tracker, p-4, 14

2 Phuong N. Pham, Patrick Vinck and Eric Stover, “The Lord’s Resistance Army and Forced Conscription in
Northern Uganda”, Human Rights Quarterly, 2008, Vol. 30, No. 2, pp. 402-411.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20072848

3 Pham et Al p. 4-6

4 Vinci, 369-370

Paul Jeffrey. “Hope for Uganda”, America, 2008, Vol. 199, No. 4.

Christopher E. Bailey, “Quest for Justice: Joseph Kony and the Lord’s Resistance Army”, Fordham
International Law Journal, 2017, Vol. 40, No. 2.
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actually resented and blamed by them for the harms they had to surrender from LRA, returnees are
unable to integrate and live in constant state of blame. Accordingly, they also live physical violence
and are in many cases not allowed to work. Children of returnee women have also been defined by
communities as the children of evil (referring to Kony) and that they should be killed before they grow
to become another Kony. These women, thus, while subject to violence in LRA return to face other
atrocities where they are ashamed and have to struggle to secure children they never chose to have and

which themselves neither chose to be nor chose being from LRA.!

It is important to note also, that these vulnerable unarmed civilians have especially come under attacks
as a reaction from LRA to military pressures from state armies or other regional and international
forces. The more the armed forces attacked LRA or chased it, the more the attacks came on the
unarmed ones. These attacks carried with full unpredictability and surprise as well as with full atrocity
have deprived civilians, especially women and children, from security at all levels. Life, freedom,
physical safety as well as peace which includes their social, economic and psychological well being

has been snatched by LRA’s multiple crimes from targeted killing to abduction and mutilation.

Accordingly, while LRA is fully responsible for these acts, it is also important to criticize the role of
the states that have been behind this group such as Sudan which it uses to secure itself against
Ugandan support of SPLA in South Sudan. It is also important to mention the role of failed
counterinsurgency strategies which have mainly adopted a military approach attacking LRA while not
considering the protection of civilians as an important asset for the defeat of LRA. Counterinsurgency
forces by Ugandan army, African Union’s Regional Task Force as well as U.S AfriCom and UN
peacekeeping did not place their forces around communities that are mostly to be under direct attack
by LRA and in many occasions were not well equipped to do so.? Additionally, considering that

LRA’s strength has been the use of non-urbanized areas where communities and regions were left

' Tony Onyulu. “Ugandan Children of Women Raped by LRA Fighters Face Threats”, Newsweek, 2015.
http://www.newsweek.com/2015/11/13/warlords-brood-390144.html

M. Gustavsson et Al., p. 691

Jeffrey, p. 12
2 LRA Crisis Tracker, p. 19

Africa Confidential, p. 5

The Economist, p. 2
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ungoverned by own government, it would make perfect sense to adopt as counterinsurgency the
investment in the development and infrastructure of those areas as well as the building of equal and
transparent governance which considered all citizens worthy of its attention and protection with
support of U.S, AU and international institutions. Adopting a non-proactive approach has made
counterinsurgency operations make civilians even more vulnerable and more attacked. Issues of
corruption and ethnic bias has also been a highlight in the failure of counterinsurgency strategies by
the Ugandan army. Ugandan army has itself carried violence and criminal abuses against the people of
the North while carrying its counterinsurgency operation in the area making the citizens double
insecure causing deaths and displacement. The army not only conducted abuses such as torture and
rape but also beat many to death in camps for the displaced.! This is mainly because of the army’s
ethnic line which has been in enmity and competition with the ethnicity of the North. The army is also
believed to have carried illegal extraction of resources, mainly gold, in Congo while claiming to be
after LRA. This has led to conflict between the countries making Congo deny the access to its territory

to all counterinsurgency forces chasing LRA.?

4.2 Referent Object II: Elephants (Illicit trade and LRA’s Tusk War)

Lord Resistance Army’s illicit trade has endangered the existence and security of African elephants.
Becoming a major source of income for LRA, ivory has been sought through poaching African
elephants in the region mainly located in Congo’s Garamba National Park. Moving into the Garamba
National Park in 2012, LRA has endangered one of Africa’s most important Wildlife treasures:
Elephants. Carrying at least 29 attacks against elephants, LRA has become a major actor in global
illegal ivory trade. Its crimes against elephants consist of poaching, hunting and then removing their
tusk.? According to the UN, an estimation of 50 to 90% decrease in elephant population has been

recorded due to this poaching activity. This has made African elephants at risk of local extinction

! Feldman, p. 47

2 Stephanie Matti, “In Pursuit of LRA: How to Deter Illegal Resource Extraction by Ugandan forces”, Africa
Today, 2012, Vol. 59, No. 1, pp. 29-40. DOI: 10.1353/at.2012.0029

3 Kasper Agger and Jonathan Hutson, “Kony’s Ivory: How Elephant Poaching in Congo Helps Support the
Lord’s Resistance Army”, The Enough Project, 2013. Available at:
https://enoughproject.org/files/Konyslvory.pdf
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since the elephant killings by guerrilla groups exceeded the elephants’ reproduction rates.! It is
estimated that since 2014, LRA alone has killed more than 170 elephants.? Once killed, the tusk of the
elephants is taken and is traded by LRA in exchange for money, weapons and other supplies. Ivory’s
cost being around $1,300° per pound, with high demands from Asia especially, has been an important
source of enrichment for LRA and its leader who is believed to possess at least 16 pieces of tusk.*
Trade in ivory in addition to other illegal trade activities has been carried by LRA in the three border
lines between South Darfur, Kafia Kingi enclave and CAR’s Haute Koto Prefecture.’ LRA’s war

economy of trade in ivory is said to include transnational actors and international actors which come to

buy ivory, sometimes with helicopter as defector ex-bodyguards of Kony report‘6

4.3 Referent (Il) in relation to Referent (1)

In relation to Referent one, it is important to consider the implications of poaching elephants on the
security of civilians also. From one side, poaching attacks have directly affected civilians living in the
surrounding area. While chasing elephants LRA also carried attacks against civilians which came in its way
killing at least 1,260, abducting 2,842 civilians (for the period in between 2009-2013) and displacing
about 440,653 individuals.” From another point of view, elephant poaching and ivory trade has allowed
LRA to have more supply of money, weapons and other necessary materials which means the
strengthening and continuity of LRA, thus, the continuity of attacks and atrocities on civilians. The ivory
has allowed LRA to build relations with other transnational groups and to access illegal trade market®

which feeds its criminal capabilities.

I'UNEP, CITES, IUCN, “Elephants in the Dust: The African Elephant Crisis, A Rapid Response Assessment”,
United Nations Environment Programme, 2013. Available at:
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2013-002.pdf

2 Arieff Alexis, Lauren Ploch Blanchard, and Tomas F. Husted. “The Lord’s Resistance Army: The U.S.
Response” Congressional Research Service, 2015. https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R42094.pdf

3 Enough Project, p. 10

4 LRA Crisis Tracker, “2017 Annual Brief”, 2018. Available at:
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2017-Annual-Brief-LRA-Crisis-Tracker.pdf

5 Christy Bryan, “How Killing Elephants Finances Terror in Africa” National Geographic, 2015. Available at:
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/tracking-ivory/article.html.

LRA Crisis Tracker, “State of the LRA”, p. 10

® The Enough Project, p. 1, 9

7 The Enough Project, p. 5

8 Bryan, 2015
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Based on these findings, the LRA presents an existential threat both to civilians’ life, freedom, peace,

economic, social and psychological well-being, especially but not limited to women and children, as well

as to African elephants.

Conclusion and Suggestions

In conclusion, this paper has analyzed the threats of the Lord Resistance Army on human security in
Central and Eastern Africa by adopting the Critical Theory approach for security studies. By adopting
this new perspective for security analysis, the paper was able to draw the important conclusion that
LRA presented an existential threat to human security in the region including both civilians and
wildlife animals. In doing so, the paper aims to contribute to the literature on security in Africa in
relation to guerilla groups which only offers a dearth of attention to human security and focuses
mainly instead on a state approach in treating the subject. In line with the Welsh School for security
studies, the paper has opted for reframing the concept of security as one where civilians and animals
are the central referent objects rather than the state. This, as a result, helps to unveil the politics of
security and issues around security approaches both in practice and theory. Therefore, to guide better
research and policy approaches on the issue. While security is supposed to originally mean the
protection of citizens and constituents, security in classical theories and in practice has come to be
allied to the protection of the state and its regimes, mostly at the expense of the security of the
constituents. This understanding of security, has led to the development of approaches that rendered

common citizens and the ‘nation’ part of the nation-state model highly insecure at various levels.

As the case in hand displays, Central and Eastern African states such as Uganda, Congo, CAR, Sudan
and South Sudan stand as outliers to the nation-state model adopted by classical theories. Firstly, the
nation states are not coherent entities and do have multiple identities that are mainly based on
historical and ethnic lines which is source to serious divisions and issues. The state is also not the only

actor in the region and does not have monopoly over force. Other actors such as non-state armed
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groups have important control over the dynamics of movement, territory and do have control over the
use of force in parallel with the states. Governance is also not carried indiscriminately, and states have
not proven responsible toward all citizens, regimes are rarely legitimate or representative of the
“majority”. Armies and important state institutions are guided by ethnic lines and only serve to protect
the state and their ethnic groups. This leaves many populations unprotected, in times subject to threats
and abuse from own states armies. Counterinsurgency operations guided by military approaches and
missing to provide protection for civilians, have rendered many civilians more vulnerable to the threat

of LRA.

The case of LRA also highlights an important point which is the clash between the security of the state
and that of the populations. Ugandan support to SPLA against Sudan for its own state interests and
geopolitical calculations has rendered its own population insecure due to Sudan’s unconditional
support to LRA against Uganda. Ugandan state security scheme as expected by scholars such as
Mohammed Ayoub and Charles Tilly has presented existential threats to the communities of its North
as well as others across its borders. The failure of all the counterinsurgency approaches to bring LRA
and its leader down also raises many interrogation marks. The Ugandan state approach, for example,
infers that the latter only chased LRA to weaken its Sudanese enemy rather than to protect its Norther
population given its visible lack of will to provide any protection to civilians even while carrying

operations.

Considering the existential threats that LRA has had on the study’s two referent objects, the paper
calls for the adoption of new theoretical and practical approaches in dealing with security issues which
consider the safety, liberty and freedom of non-combatant civilians, women, children and animals as
central and as falling under the responsibility of state, regional and international mechanisms. While
not affecting the existence of any state, LRA has deprived tens of thousands of the right to life,
millions of their homes and families. It has deprived children, women and common citizens from their
freedom, mutilated their bodies and conducted crimes that made them socially, psychologically and
economically handicapped. It has deprived the communities from peace and instigated long term

resentment, hatred and violence among close ones which require generations to heal. LRA has also
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been an existential threat for elephants and its crimes are drawing African elephants near to extinction
due to its illicit trade in ivory for acquiring resources and conducting more crimes. LRA has turned the

region into a general state of insecurity.

Accordingly, the most constructive way to security against LRA would be the consideration of
alternative more proactive approaches that can tackle the weaknesses of the states in question which
have been exploited by LRA to grow. Equal governance and protection to all citizens along with the
investment in the development of non-urbanized areas would highly weaken LRA and would save
many lives. International and regional initiatives such as those by AU and UN should work on
building regional security systems and on solving the regional issues between the countries which feed
support to LRA and others especially the one between Uganda and Sudan. IR scientists should also
contribute to the development of such approaches by building analytical models that are close to
reality than perfection and which take into consideration the imperfect world of areas still locked in
post-colonial development of states. Inclusion of area studies experts and knowledge of local
languages to the study of security for areas such as Africa, the Middle East and Asia would do great

benefit not only to IR as a science but also to overall existence and freedom.
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Abstract

The period following the events of 11 September 2001 was a powerful turning point and a rich source
of substance for conveying the folly of terrorism and its psychological, social and political effects on
humanity. As cinema is the voice and pulse of society, artists and filmmakers have striven to convey these
dramatic events in a creative form that draws the viewer in, images experienced in various parts of the

world between Syria, France, Morocco, Lebanon, the United States, Tunisia, Libya and others.

How has Arab cinema conveyed the issues of terrorism in relation to the rest of the world? What are

the representations by the different countries.
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The study attempted to adopt the descriptive analytical approach, given the importance of this approach
in scientific research, in an effort to investigate the beginnings of cinema’s engagement with terrorism
issues and to monitor and analyze the development that has occurred in directors’ treatment of these
sensitive issues from an Arab and international perspective, to reach conclusions that would contribute to

revealing the reasons and motives for terrorism; whether they are personal, ideological or political.
Keywords: cinema - terrorism issues — change- vision-monitoring and analysis.
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Book Review: The Hundred Years' War on Palestine by Rashid Khalidi
A Century of Struggle, Survival, and the Fight for Justice
Hadeel Abdelmottaleb Abdelaziz Youssef

Senior Analyst, Associate Dean for Graduate Studies, School of Science and

Engineering, AUC-Egypt

Rashid Khalidi's 7he Hundred Years” War on Palestine is a book that doesn't just recount history—it
reclaims it. Through a blend of meticulous research and deeply personal storytelling, Khalidi presents the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict not as a tragic accident of history or a clash of two equal claims, but as a long,
deliberate campaign of settler colonialism, dispossession, and resistance. Spanning from 1917 to 2017,
this book is an unflinching examination of a century of systemic efforts to erase Palestinian identity,

balanced by an equally compelling chronicle of Palestinian resilience.

Khalidi brings a paradigm shift when it comes to understanding the conflict. He asserts it to be a war, a
war of the Palestinians waged against them by the Zionists and supported by external forces, Britain and
the USA. We see him construct an argument against the distorted realities reflecting the long existing ideas
of the innocent West through unblushing lies, and no, it is not a conflict but a stage of an active

colonization.
Author Background and Perspective

Rashid Khalidi is a prominent scholar, born in Jerusalem and witnessing the impact of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. His extensive academic career, including his role as Edward Said Professor of Modern
Arab Studies at Columbia University, positions him as a critical voice in the discourse surrounding
Palestine. Khalidi’s unique perspective as both a historian and a Palestinian exiled from his homeland
informs his work, making it not only scholarly but also deeply personal. His dual identity as a Palestinian-
American enriches the narrative, allowing readers to connect with the material on both an intellectual and

emotional level.
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Historical Evidence and Analysis

Khalidi's narrative is rich in historical evidence, supported by a vast array of sources, including archival
research, oral histories, and contemporary accounts. His meticulous attention to details enhanced the
book's credibility, allowing readers to witness the unfolding of events through a well-documented

perspective.

The inclusion of maps and photographs serves to illustrate the geographical and political transformations
over the decades. For example, maps depicting the changing borders and settlement patterns effectively
convey the physical manifestations of colonialism and occupation. These visual elements provide context,

helping readers visualize the complex dynamics of land and identity that defines the conflict.

Khalidi's accessible writing style balances scholarly rigor with narrative fluidity, making the book engaging
for both academic and general audiences. His ability to articulate complex historical events in clear

language ensures that readers can understand the conflict without feeling overwhelmed.
Structure of the Book

The book is structured into six chronological chapters, each detailing pivotal moment in Palestinian

history from the Balfour Declaration of 1917 to the contemporary era.

1. Chapter 1: The Balfour Declaration and Its Aftermath (1917-1947)
Khalidi begins with the 1917 Balfour Declaration, in which the British government expressed
support for a "national home for the Jewish people” in Palestine. This declaration laid the
groundwork for a settler-colonial project, setting in motion the dispossession of the Palestinian
population. Khalidi captures the hopes and fears of Palestinians during this period, illustrating
how the declaration catalyzed both Jewish immigration and Palestinian resistance.

2. Chapter 2: The Nakba and Its Aftermath (1948)
The narrative shifts to the catastrophic events of 1948, “the Nakba”, which witnessed the forced
displacement of approximately 700,000 Palestinians. Khalidi paints a vivid picture of the human
suffering experienced during this period, using personal testimonies and historical accounts to
convey the deep psychological and social impacts of this trauma. He highlights the loss of homes,
livelihoods, and lives, pointing out that the Nakba is not just a historical event but a continuing
reality for Palestinian refugees today.

3. Chapter 3: The Six-Day War and Occupation (1967)
Khalidi discusses the impact of the Six-Day War, during which Israel's occupation of the West

Bank and Gaza Strip intensified the challenges for Palestinians. He details the transformations in
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Palestinian society, including the rise of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the shift
toward armed resistance. This chapter serves as a critical exploration of how the occupation has
altered Palestinian lives, culture, and political aspirations.

4. Chapter 4: The First Intifada and the Oslo Accords (1987-1993)
The book continues with the First “Intifada”, a public uprising against Israeli occupation that
highlighted the resilience of the Palestinian people. Khalidi captures the spirit of resistance and
the international solidarity that emerged during this time. However, he contrasts this with the
disappointment over the Oslo Accords, criticizing them for not addressing key issues such as
refugee rights and the status of Jerusalem.

5. Chapter 5: The Second Intifada and Its Consequences (2000-2005)
In discussing the Second “Intifada”, Khalidi reflects on the profound despair that consumed the
Palestinian community after the peace process collapsed. He tackled the escalation of violence
and the brutal military responses from Israel, illustrating how this period increased divisions and
suffering. Khalidi’s analysis highlighted the disillusionment felt by Palestinians, emphasizing the
urgent need for a reevaluation of the peace process.

6. Chapter 6: Contemporary Struggles and the Path Forward (2005-2017)
The final chapter addresses contemporary issues, including the fragmentation of Palestinian
politics, the rise of Hamas, and the ongoing Israeli settlement expansion. Khalidi critiques the
international community’s role, particularly the United States” complicity in maintaining the status
quo. He concludes with a call for solidarity and justice, urging readers to recognize the need for a

just resolution to the conflict.
The Power of Khalidi’s Perspective

What makes 7he Hundred Years” War on Palestine so powerful is its deeply personal perspective. Khalidi
is not just a historian—~he is one of Palestine’s prominent families, and his life has been deeply impacted
with the events he witnessed. From the rooftop of his family’s waqf (religious endowment property) in
Jerusalem, he recalls gazing at the city’s ancient skyline, aware of the layers of history beneath its stones.
He recounts going through his family’s archives—dusty books, faded letters, and brittle manuscripts—

finding in them the voices of ancestors who lived through the earliest days of Zionist settlement.

This personal connection enriches the book with an emotional depth that many historical accounts lack.
Khalidi is not just an observer but a participant as well, and his experiences and family history provide a
magnified lens through which to view Palestine’s modern history. These stories humanize the broader

narrative, reminding readers that the story of Palestine is not just one of politics and war, but also of real
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people—families, communities, and generations—who have lived, loved, and resisted under

extraordinary conditions.
A Profound Reclamation of History and Identity

Rashid Khalidi's 7he Hundred Years” War on Palestine stands as both an academic masterpiece and
personal narrative, offering a perspective on the history of the Palestinian people that is often missing
from mainstream discourse. By framing the conflict as a century-long colonial war against Palestinians,
Khalidi not only reexamines the political and historical dynamics of the region but also restores voice to a

people frequently invisible in global narratives.

This book is more than just history; itis an indictment of colonialism, a critique of international complicity,
and a testament to the enduring resilience of the Palestinian people. Khalidi skillfully blends historical
analysis with personal insights, drawing on his unique position as both a scholar and a descendant of one
of Palestine’s notable families. The result is a deeply compelling account that challenges widely held
assumptions and provides a much-needed corrective to the dominant narratives surrounding this ongoing

conflict.
A Personal Lens on a Global Conflict

What sets The Hundred Years” War on Palestine apart from other historical accounts is Khalidi’s deeply
personal connection to the material. As a member of the Khalidi family, whose roots in Jerusalem stretch
back centuries, the author brings a unique perspective that blends the scholarly with the intimate. His
childhood memories, family archives, and personal anecdotes add layers of emotional depth to the

historical analysis.

For example, Khalidi recalls his time living in the Khalidi family waqf in Jerusalem’s Old City, where he
immersed himself in the family’s extensive collection of manuscripts and historical documents. These
archives, containing everything from 19th-century letters to rare books in Arabic, Turkish, and Persian,
serve as a foundation for many of the insights presented in the book. Through this personal lens, Khalidi
connects the broader historical narrative to the lived experiences of Palestinian families like his own,

offering readers a rare glimpse into the human dimension of the conflict.

This personal connection allows Khalidi to vividly portray the impact of key historical events on
individuals and communities. His family’s displacement during the upheavals of World War |, his father’s
memories of the British Mandate period, and his own experiences during the Israeli occupation provide a

poignant counterpoint to the broader geopolitical analysis. These moments remind readers that the story
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of Palestine is not merely a tale of politics and diplomacy but one of real people whose lives have been

shaped—and often shattered—nby the forces of history.
The Colonial Nature of Zionism

Central to Khalidi's argument is the assertion that Zionism, from its inception, was a colonial project
designed to displace Palestine’s indigenous population. He situates this within the broader context of
19th-century European settler colonialism, drawing parallels to similar projects in North America, South
Africa, and Australia. Khalidi challenges the notion—often propagated by Zionist narratives—that the
establishment of Israel was a unique and inevitable response to Jewish persecution in Europe. Instead, he
argues that it was a deliberate colonial endeavor supported by Western powers, particularly Britain and

later the United States.

Khalidi meticulously documents how the British Empire, through policies like the 1917 Balfour
Declaration, facilitated the Zionist project at the expense of Palestine’s Arab majority. The declaration’s
language, which promised a “national home for the Jewish people” while vaguely assuring that the “civil
and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities” would be respected, is dissected to reveal its
colonial implications. Khalidi points out that Palestinians—who comprised 94% of the population at the
time—were deliberately excluded from the political rights promised to Jewish settlers. This erasure of

Palestinian identity, he argues, was a cornerstone of the Zionist strategy.

The book goes on to highlight how Zionist leaders like Theodor Herzl and Ze'ev Jabotinsky openly
embraced colonial rhetoric, viewing Palestine’s indigenous population as an obstacle to be removed.
Khalidi quotes Jabotinsky’s infamous “iron wall” doctrine, which argued that the establishment of a Jewish
state could only be achieved through force and the suppression of Palestinian resistance. By framing
Zionism within this colonial context, Khalidi offers a powerful critique that challenges readers to

reconsider the moral foundations of the project.
The Role of External Powers

Perhaps the most enduring motif of The Hundred Years’ War on Palestine is the involvement of
international forces in the active and ongoing dispossession of Palestinians. From Britain’s pursuit of
colonies in the early 20th century to modern America’s partnership with Israel, Khalidi demonstrates that

in all instances, outside powers favored the Zionist project against Palestinians’ right to self-determination.

The British Mandate period (1920-1948) is descriptive of that nexus that order and chaos apparently work

in complex ways together. Khalidi explains how Britain nurtured and advanced the Zionist cause by
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allowing large-scale Jewish immigration, providing military and financial assistance, and quelling
Palestinian resistance. The so-called Arab revolt 1936-1939, an armed mass uprising by the Palestinian
people against both British imperialism and Zionist encroachment, is perceived by Khalidi to have marked
an important stage in their struggle. Soon explains Khalidi, the British met the uprising with, mass
deportation, indiscriminate shooting, and relentless military campaigns leading to the occupation and
burning of many Palestinian towns, thus crippling the head and spine of any cohesiveness in the

Palestinian national movement.

In the subsequent scenes of the 20th century that is the post World Wars | and Il era, Khalidi turns his
attention to the United States, stating ‘This has been the key to Israeli control and growth ever since’. He
criticizes U.S. policymakers for their unconditional support of Israel, often at the expense of international
law and Palestinian rights. Khalidi traces this relationship back to the Truman administration, which
recognized Israel within minutes of its declaration of independence in 1948, and examines how
successive administrations have continued to prioritize Israeli interests, from military aid to diplomatic

backing at the United Nations.
Palestinian Resistance and Resilience

While The Hundred Years”War on Palestineis a sobering account of dispossession and betrayal, it is also a
celebration of Palestinian resilience. Khalidi devotes significant attention to the various forms of resistance
that have shaped the Palestinian struggle, from armed uprisings to cultural preservation. He highlights
moments of resistance, such as the 1936—1939 revolt, the first and second intifadas, and the ongoing

protests against Israeli occupation and settlement expansion.

Khalidi also emphasizes the importance of cultural resistance, including the role of Palestinian literature,
art, and music in preserving national identity. He describes how Palestinian writers like Mahmoud
Darwish and Ghassan Kanafani have used their work to articulate the aspirations and grievances of their

people, ensuring that the Palestinian narrative remains alive even in the face of relentless efforts to erase it.

Importantly, Khalidi rejects the notion that Palestinians are passive victims of history. Instead, he portrays
them as active agents who have continually adapted their strategies and tactics in response to changing
circumstances. Whether through political organizing, grassroots activism, or international advocacy,

Palestinians have demonstrated remarkable determination in their quest for justice.
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A Critique of Narratives and Myths

One of Khalidi’s most significant contributions is his critique of the myths and narratives that have shaped
Western perceptions of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. He challenges the idea that the conflict is a tragic
but inevitable clash between two equal sides, arguing instead that it is a profoundly asymmetrical struggle

in which one side wields overwhelming power while the other fights for survival.

Khalidi is specifically critical of the portrayal of Palestine as a “land without a people” awaiting a “people
without a land.” He traces this trope back to early Zionist propaganda and shows how it has been
perpetuated in Western media, literature, and political discourse. By exposing the colonial origins of this
narrative, Khalidi challenges readers to confront how language and framing have been used to legitimize

Palestinian dispossession.
Strengths

The greatest strength of The Hundred Years” War on Palestine lies in its ability to combine scholarly rigor
with personal storytelling. Khalidi's deep knowledge of history, politics, and international relations is
evident throughout the book, but it is his personal connection to the material that gives the narrative its
emotional resonance. The book is both a scholarly analysis and a heartfelt plea for justice, making it

accessible to both academics and general readers.

The Hundred Years War on Palestine possesses the greatest strength of integrating academic depth and
language with personal history. Khalidi is knowledgeable in history, politics and international relations
and this is amply manifested throughout the book, but what is truly unique is his love for the subject. This
is in autobiographical format. The two stands make the book worthwhile, it is an academic discussion of

the subject and at the same time it calls for justice.
Conclusion: A Vital and Timely Contribution

The Hundred Years” War on Palestine is a vital contribution to the study of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
To this end, the book is immensely scholarly and of a moral call. It successfully makes a case of a structural

perspective that can transform perceptions of the conflict.

This book should be on the shelf of everyone who aims to comprehend the reasons behind this conflict
and why it has persisted. “ The Hundred Years’ War on Palestine”’ provides profound historical context, an
intimate perspective, and an uncompromising ethical vision—it is not merely a book. It is an

endorsement.
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Abstract:

European countries face escalating terrorist threats, including jihadist extremism and far-right radicalism,
posing serious challenges to internal security and necessitating tailored strategies that address each
country’s unique social and political conditions. This study examines the development of these threats in
major European nations such as Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Spain, and Sweden by analyzing
patterns of extremism, the groups involved, and various governmental responses. The paper also

addresses the challenges
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European authorities encounter, including legal and technical complexities, as well as the influential role
of social media in spreading extremist ideas. This research aims to provide recommendations to
strengthen European security through improved international cooperation and updated legislation to
better counter evolving threats. The analysis demonstrates that European nations are adopting diverse
approaches, including preventive programs, rehabilitation for returning fighters, and stringent online

monitoring, emphasizing the need for a careful balance between security and individual rights.

Keywords: terrorism, jihadist extremism, internal security, Europe, international cooperation
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