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Journal Sections:

1. Studies and Research Department:

It is devoted to displaying scientific studies and research presented by researchers and professors
interested in the magazine's topics. This research may be theoretical, a case study, based on
international experiences, etc. The size of the study 1s between 5,000 and 7,000 words.

2. issue topic

The magazine may allocate in each issue a file that sheds light on a specific issue or topic,
consistent with the magazine's interests. The size of the study 1n this section ranges from 5,000 to
7.000 words.

3. Translations section

This section 1s devoted to presenting the translation of texts from foreign languages into Arabic
for the Arab reader's benefit. The text must be consistent with the topics of the journal and not
exceed 20 pages.

4. Reports and Indicators Section:

This section 1s devoted to presenting and analyzing the most important global and country
reports and indicators related to armed groups and extremism, such as the Global Terrorism
Index, the Global Peace Index, and the Conflict and Political Violence Index. The size of the
scientific paper in this section is within the limits of 3000 words.

5. Book Reviews and Offers Section:

It 1s devoted to presenting summaries, critical readings, and reviews prepared by specialized
researchers on books published on the subjects of armed groups, extremism, violence, global
terrorism, etc. The size of the abstract 1s 3000 words, while the size of the critical review ranges
from 3000 to 4000 words.

6. The section on seminars and scientific conferences:

It 1s devoted to presenting a report. presenting a report on the activities and events of a scientific
conference or symposium on the issues of armed groups and extremism. The size of the report 1s
3000 words.
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Submission guidelines:

1. The research paper must be original, written
specifically for the magazine, and never been
published in whole or in part in any physical
and/or electronic publication and/or platform.

2. Research papers may be submitted in Arabic,
English, or French language, and findings must
be communicated as clear as possible while
adhering to the highest academic standards and
best practices of scientific integrity.

3. The research should be accompanied by a
brief biography of the author in both Arabic
and English.

4. Only research papers related to the field of
interest of the magazine will be accepted, must.

5. The research paper should adopt the
following format guidelines:

e Title of the article, first and last name of the
author, professional title, highest degree

achieved, affiliated institution, and e-mail, in
both Arabic and English.

¢ A minimum of 5000 and maximum of 7000
words (including references, tables, figures,
and appendices), in addition to a summary of
150 to 200 words, and at least four keywords,
all in Arabic and English.

*» The research is written in a Word file in page
size (A4) and font Times New Roman size 14.

* The structure must include the following
manner: introduction, body, and conclusion.

o The research question and problem,

theoretical framework, hypothesis,
methodology and relevance must be clearly
stated, and must display a mastering of

scientific analysis.

e The requirements and standards in the
American Psychological Association's (APA)
Publication Guidelines for documentation must

be followed.

¢ All submissions must be sent via e-mail to
j-extremism@democraticac.de

6. All submissions may be subject to:

« blind peer review by referees belonging to the
journal’s scientific committee and editorial

board

* a reply to inform the researcher one of the
following: publication, deferred publication
pending review of comments, or rejection.

¢ automatic rejection when found in violation
of publishing guidelines.

e deferred publication due to objective
considerations related to quality and scientific
originality.

* no financial rewards.

7. The magazine accepts books reviews about
books related to the field of interest and
published in any language, range between 3000
- 4000 words.

8. Also, the magazine accepts translations of
research that falls within the field of interest,
published in a language other than Arabic (if
the Arab Democratic Center is granted
copyright and translation rights).

9. More, the magazine 1is interested in
publishing analysis of reports, seminars or
indexes related to the magazine's field of
interest, e.g. The Global Terrorism Index. The
submission should not exceed 3000 words.

10. The journal is not responsible for the
contents of the article of the opinions expressed
by the author(s), and the research published
does not reflect the opinion of the magazine or
those of the Arab Democratic Center.

11. The magazine also refuses to publish any
scientific material that harms ethics, religions,
beliefs, the dignity of people, or praises
extremism and violence.

11
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The moderation and tolerance of Islam are two paths to countering terrorism and

ideological extremism
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Abstract

This research stems from a central question: how can moderation and tolerance serve as effective
means to confront terrorism and intellectual extremism threatening modern societies? The study
reviews the concept of moderation as a fundamental value encompassing justice, integrity,
security, and balance in creed and law, forming a solid foundation for countering extremism. It
also explores various dimensions of tolerance, emphasizing its pivotal role in promoting peaceful
coexistence and respect for others—especially within Islam, which is viewed as a continuation,
complementation, and finalization of divine religions, guaranteeing freedom of belief and human
rights. The research demonstrates how moderation and tolerance together form an integrated
intellectual and ethical framework that contributes to building a cohesive society capable of
facing intellectual challenges posed by extremist and terrorist ideas. Moreover, the study presents
a comprehensive vision aimed at enhancing peace and social justice, supporting the creation of a
positive environment that encourages dialogue, and acceptance of cultural and religious diversity,

and limits the influence of  rigid ideologies leading to violence and terroris
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Abstract

This research addresses the issue of disciplinary authority granted to the employer within
individual employment relationships, examining the legal framework that governs this authority
and the limitations that restrict its exercise. The aim is to strike a balance between the employer's
interest in maintaining workplace discipline and the employee’s right to protection from potential

abuse.

The study begins by clarifying the legal foundation of this authority, noting that the employment
contract imposes mutual obligations between the employer and the employee, including the
latter’s duty to follow instructions. From this obligation arises the employer’s right to impose
disciplinary sanctions, provided that such authority does not conflict with public order or
mandatory legal provisions. The research reviews various legal opinions on the nature of this
authority, leaning toward the view that it stems from the contract and internal workplace

regulations rather than from the state’s punitive powers.

The research then explores the legal constraints placed on the exercise of disciplinary authority,
which serve as essential safeguards for the employee. Key restrictions include: the requirement
for penalties to be stipulated in an approved and publicized internal code, the principle of
proportionality between the violation and the penalty, the prohibition of multiple sanctions for
the same offense, the employee’s right to defend themselves before any penalty is imposed, and
the subjection of disciplinary decisions to judicial review to prevent any abuse of power by the

employer.

In conclusion, the study affirms that the employer’s disciplinary authority is not absolute. It must
be exercised within a clear legal framework that ensures discipline is upheld without infringing
on the employee’s rights. The researcher recommends strict adherence to these legal boundaries
to foster a fair working environment that balances institutional interests with employee

protection.

Keywords: Disciplinary Authority Employer, Labor Law, Disciplinary Sanctions, Employee

Safeguards.
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Abstract

The Sahel region of Africa is one of the most volatile areas in the world, grappling with complex
security challenges, including the rise of terrorist groups such as the "Islamic State in the Greater
Sahara" and the "Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims," escalating armed conflicts, and
recurring military coups. The region suffers from fragile political institutions, weak central
governments, and over-reliance on international interventions, which often lack coordination
and effectiveness. This study aims to analyze the roots of the security crisis in the Sahel,
focusing on the interplay between political, geographical, and social factors driving violence and
instability. It examines international and regional interventions, such as Operation Barkhane and

the role of Russia's Wagner Group, highlighting their impacts on the region. The study also
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explores the role of sustainable development and education in achieving long-term security.
Practical recommendations are provided to enhance counter-terrorism strategies by integrating

military and developmental solutions

Keywords: Sahel region, terrorism, state fragility, international intervention, sustainable

development
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Abstract: During the fifth century AH/eleventh century AD, a part of the
Islamic East was subjected to a Crusader invasion by Western Europe, unprecedented in
the history of warfare. Religion was used as a cover to conceal the ambitions and
unworthy goals of the Frankish Crusader wars.  The success of the Franks (Crusaders)
at the beginning of these wars was not due to their large numbers, their strength, or the
aid they received. Rather, it was primarily due to the division of the Muslim

community, the outbreak of internal strife, the disruption of security, and the treachery
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and betrayal of the Frankish Crusaders toward their agents and the local population,
despite all the assistance they provided. The impact of the Crusader movement was
more severe in the Levant than in other Arab regions, especially its political
repercussions. Crusader settlement in this region continued for nearly two hundred
years, beginning in the late fifth century AH/eleventh century AD. This period ended
with the expulsion of the Crusaders from the entire Levant at the hands of the Mamluks
during the reign of Sultan Al-Ashraf Khalil bin Sultan Al-Mansur Qalawun in 690
AH/1291 AD. The Franks advanced eastward, harboring a spirit of hostility and hatred
toward Muslims, based on what they had heard from Christian clerics about Muslims
attacking their Christian brothers in the East.  The pretexts propagated by the
Crusaders in Western Europe for their movement were not based on a description by a
fair-minded Christian historian who clearly indicated that Christians were under Seljuk
patronage, that these Christians were in a better situation than their brethren living
under the Byzantine Empire, and that the hardships they suffered in the Levant and Asia
Minor resulted from the fighting between the Seljuks and the Byzantines. This research
tocused on uncovering the political role of the Crusader invasion on the outskirts of the
Levant.

Keywords: Principality of Edessa, Antioch, Jerusalem, Tripoli
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Abstract

The book Former Extremists and the Prevention and Countering of Violence addresses a critically
important research question: the role of former extremists in countering and preventing violent
extremism. Through contributions from a wide range of specialists and experts in the fields of

terrorism and violent extremism studies, this book aims to assess the effectiveness of involving
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former extremists in efforts to counter terrorism and violent extremism, as well as prevent it. It
provides essential theoretical insights and practical case studies to understand how these former
extremists can be efficiently and effectively integrated into various strategies for countering and

preventing violent extremism.

Perhaps the book’s central argument is that while the participation of former extremists in
initiatives to counter and prevent violent extremism may be crucial to their success, it faces
significant challenges related to practical implementation. The editors contend that the
traditional narrative surrounding former extremists often overlooks the multifaceted nature of
their roles, the contexts in which they operate, and the ethical dilemmas that may arise from their
inclusion in such initiatives. By presenting a range of diverse perspectives—balancing optimism
with caution—the book encourages a more nuanced understanding of the potential benefits
and risks associated with utilizing former extremists as key actors in efforts to counter and

prevent violent extremism.
Key words
Former extremists - Countering violent extremism- Violence prevention

s B3¢y cagiall 8ylatll AxdlSe Silysles 3 opdaliad! cadylazll 7 Les| Allad gue.1

o Jeladl § orlad! ezl 7 les 556 G AUl Glalys oo apaall GUSI oy (3ladl 1ia §
IMs e elldg (adylanl) cileloadl ) plogad¥ly (adilly cavadl 8 bazll dla il § cnbo sl 51,831
Aesilly colelazdl Al aloa¥l (o @ldY cleddl oYsa pe Apasddl @l AS LAy palid
Osdladl O3dylatll caad (JUL o e ey d> e wrlanizme (leg 3138 pele Jadll i Jblee
L8 an o lgil! emedliian (yo (bt (Auraizll e stll moly 3 sl Blool alleid! Spal 3

RENURIT R

G o Bilas Bliws 3 Osdsladl sdlaill Le a5 S Lially Blasyl ¥l Bayl olsdl Jolis < Jslall 3
Jalas Jie Bgyll @bl Gudms J) 350 @ SBLead) paay @ cadslaall sg2g of c¥ladl pamy s is
OsSe OF oS @1 B lall Joo Aliad cliadliall sia i .olead! o 48,laill clSeludl of Cablsll
leald Bs 58 Aoy colaws b alaall o e QLS uSsy Lia . cnllad Oealudl g8 el Led

Al pacizll SlSualolly Apasedd) webily,y Juolisy cndyludl (nd ozl

85



A3Y &Ly .2

cagall aylanll Am8le wlysle § oadylail) ASHLae e &l AEMY HBY1 QLS il cellis
JE6T a8 ol cdylaall Hlatwl oF (e 13850 Aalinll doimd e gads JSdo die Ll8gll
sbae¥l ey Yl iy lyaldl el calual (e o9y d8 Ladlioe alSelu HLls) of LIS,
2 LS mlid @055 ¥ G el sda Jie § oLl ondsld! cndilaill Hlast 2l @slall
Lolel¥l sllac] Zuoal 3lass 651 Aygme Lund (o sgunll QLS Labiy (el e 39dle Aadgs
gl alarlly Al Sl yud! e Crdslad) a8 ylasl] Aiass Slolis o e (bl &l gusd

Gedzetd ouyladl odylall bt Il 268k Ayl Caglsell Jadiad Y1 B3I 1da aiasg
095 A ol iS el J) oladaidl jany beli a8 (olo¥l any 33l of duasd cwlSe
bl il sseanlls ciiladl cptylaill e SIS Gty 5 Les (@MU oyl of o] pdgs
byl ae Joall dmsly Auie lany L3MST Dlaliy] yshas Apeal (e GUSH aS3as Aiis>
9 el Slgua¥l Gl e 055 0T ¥ A8l gl 35507 3 @0@Silin miead of Olasad cndsladd]

Aalia ASYI 1,83

Sloladlly cpsall oL ae dalasll Zsluily adgeds AST ¢ plal (e Jobiall lda amdy (|
FERRIT

Adleadl Jalgall 3

die gty capall (3 latll AxdlSe 39z @ Odladl il zles) Slpsles plas ol LS 54,
25 JUl) S ad s A o)) Aalally Awleadly Luelara¥) bl (e 58 2oy data
alazlly 22t Lasgad Ay @ Aleld AST Ll porzmel) Guos iy piety ool Galadl Bylazll (68,
slams eladl of 25201 aite Lasgun ilaatzme § bolysui¥) c¥glons dalss b el oo (aiadll ey Gaud

L ol Aaglall e B BB cndsludl (s ol

S el @ly edlall el Calisea (yo B2 (o Eawly e gazme LI § Hiasaill cileald! 5 59
Sl IS ol wbumdly wlabas¥l ae hlety Loy alies Golay cadslad) (a8 ol Cadags @3
535 ) zleis Jomtll oo adledd! ludl @ cnilad) calilall pamy o8es (JUL Jos (dad e
3t of Byatuldl Aasosll dmils B8 lide Zaliss liliw G 0951 42ly on> & cOteraizs
Lo die 2lBglly capiall 8ol 28l lizmailiun maasas J) Ax bl bl lia yedads dalie]!

eizme JS5uyall (ailasdl pe canlidy

e Laglg 3y latll Amdle 39¢2 § cadlud) cnd il 7 LesY do il LY 4

creladl ol ceull @uudt) dwsS sLas! s e pols Sy s uall Lluds .crancizs
ol ondslad! o latall Sy Anaiddl woled AL I (b a8l cleloxd! e slazd

86



Akl slelonlly 8 ladl] LLiad 2l 2025. 19 50a)1-07 alzel
Journal of extremism and armed groups )
Vol.07, Issue19, 2025 ISSN:2628-8389

Lolsedl mihlus 3 e Cpowiiadl aeluy Los cdie Jhaailly 8t oLl Joo Aaid () 19,95
caiall e 1oy

laaidl cragat oF Gy9madl oo 3] alead! sia Gudat dad,l @bo=dl Uayl QST 50 U3 249
pedly dexgdl Godid L uadpeS M)‘j-’i oY wlin IS N‘Li'“i‘.ﬁ sl cndylazll Cuyas
peldl @udS (e Goma U8 ol Aude SlSsla s @ dad aE o sWha caluy 13 (sl
o5 Sy Aols s mabs bt J SUSI seay ol Ssluell Opau oL cosllall LaLlall

ondslad! ond il ae 35Ty G Doyl Buized (e Sl (Alad

Skl e Slemgin 5

th Lo Lo e gilly AaSTl il ¥l o Ae gt A gazma e LiSTl dae ) 4yd ilail) Ao, all

Lew elp Q\JLQ.«Z ta.‘zj iUSj etd_'gau ;L{a.r.ij awjl.al‘j 4(;1.5.3@.” u_\_ﬁj.‘a.‘il\ - @3...“ QM.)LE.U.
aylall AalSa olyaleey Aagmell ilalindly ccndsbad) cnd lazll oyloes Jgo> Adia> Asbs 65 yd9s
e 2\.»_\53.“3 agiall

ol zles) & susall ALl &y Lad! 1da § oS Ldolis (@1 Joull (g Al Sl @
0 ol (e lag (aidiyaS @93 Jo> Al Alys e cdylazll AedlSag 5ol el s (rass Cndslaa!
Oz seS Ondalad! oy laill e datay ) 7oyl melin G dusad) &y (o liaial 1Sy 8 lasll
oel8) cLilew] Al ceddgs cells e dle cutdine J) cndslate (e mayl9al selat (e ¢ guall daluos
Llad (e 2SI ae ol (ETA) Ll dalais slael o iyt AmdlSay 3laty Lagd o Suans cluld
Ll 3 Al Lpmal) QUSH Jols LS By latll ais 2 3 margng O paally 2sall
Bl .oladl o Byladll (e L5511y Auesall § parsy AU Lol pamy @ cadalad) (adylaslly
oo caiall aieg @dladl el § ondslad! calilall Hes e ¢ guall cdale (@1 Adledd) luadyl 4y )
Lyt IS QS (o yaial (l)S3 Gladl Ml Jlead! Jos coloes <8dlsey Jiliag acizme sslaia
10Ss caubsll axllally aladl sl wldee @ JLLYI (o crasladl sgizdl oy Glats Losd LisaglsS
dI 5Ly s sy signss @ ¢ aie s § orialadl ouilall ASHlad aliaadl e LISy

Gl Blewdl @ canall o 85Tl ol @ Cdaladl ndylatll 4S5 LA 4y

Gadl Bl § ST clLaMiiuls @S asgs o Les «Dblalls deuslyldl Sl Lo,y e Jocs
e § 28 yaell 2all Alal il s Lo 59 cciwiall Galarlly Clagll Jis 3 st oYl
il

LS 3 2o al) lemsally Lo 3

87



Sl ot § oeed Blae Bll) Kad & Slosilly clodleiad] (o degazme LS au,
Geize Sy Agloell SlBleadly ccnyuilly (LMY e 3SAN M5 (o .cylail] AndlSay Caiall pie
daall Jlell i § ST agle) @l

AP EE RN

Syzma Gl dimdlSa ol Caylatll 55 Alae () Gy G (Buias AeleaS (pasedd) il LS s,
SLSalnall sda oad of com o Auelora¥ls 2euatll dalgall o Acgamas S50 s «g3,9 L))
bl udal e b UST) uShy capall calatll aieg (e LlBell mely Adlad Soanl Geel S
Giae Lagd ol Jy dlapuny of adas cowd oaisladl opdylasll 2pm5 O S S cAsludyl
o FlezVly gl me ! ;e5 Ul callats LS Legealas (&) Auelaia¥lg uaidl olaaazll

B1oT 068 o (ag e sl oy lazell Aislall Appmse &) (aimdll 5w Aaal e LSl 1S,

@ 1S lall o yall leadl ge 2t g ol @ asadll sda eald of oSay Buestll § dsd

lBslly 8 Latll dxblSs 35> med 35S) 0 B35S paylitels conibad] o atel] Apled] Hs ) o3
zle¥l solely din

ol LeSs  JLaaily o)l ildee 3 Fla¥l Jhalsadl Jilugs Limglgas! Al ol Joliy
AdlShe el § aesililel JSCho dalzzll Leloal cra Bolarudl Uaul oSy badate cilodun L glgaald
Ll ey Lo Lo ¥ e Byl lly 8 La

pelly Jouall (e S > I etay cndsbad) iyl zles) Bale] Bulee 7l of QLS ylay
LS sty Lo lei AST 0985 i) g mpeline § cnilad! (ol ments Gl laezzl) . aeazll
2405510 ety Alad Aumalial 6 oo Timts Y e 5208 Lena Joliatlly Ll oplmty 16N 1 89,0 e
quill @b By9ms e QUSIN uSsy (@llaill s e Blsladls Alaadl fesay Ly ccipiadl G8ylazll ye
Bl a3 Aad ol ysg Ll ouasad 3 ool yiataS ddyally 230231

o gl -l

By9ys o cdiall pie Slpsle § cndabad! (ndylasll ae Jolazll deialy FIEEY| Slaliyly mlae auns.1
ondslad! cnd azlly Ll clgunl o 0039 Budoes e ST

pucs AS,Lakl s Llad oo lesad Aaaally Belozo¥l wihln ol IS Lo ding cdie liglly Caial
Ol lia @ @odll sgetl e bl Lapils

ST Loy Loy Aokl Sl8leadl e Adilozo dio 23lB5lls Cipiall 8lanll Ax3lSL bl el yuglas3
iz S L) il oWl Runanall o LSabigald s liac|

88



Akl slelonlly 8 ladl] LLiad 2l 2025. 19 50a)1-07 alzel
Journal of extremism and armed groups )
Vol.07, Issue19, 2025 ISSN:2628-8389

Oe ey ¢ gael ISy odladl o lail) Adlad eial 4aSTlg &yl Ele¥l (o oshl ely) 8,9,00.4
Ul e sy ccaadl Baill aing oo 23l8s0) ilyolid welll Aishs Slagsas puglat (de Jaadl M5
&A‘J}J‘ Jataig 5oL 8laa¥l Guams Oleal peitune JSéa olyaldl (859 a8l ‘AUa.y 2929 8y 94

bl e 2Ly

O ey A alzdly e gSxdl alzdls (@l aeazmlly conaslad! (ndlazll (s Golasdl 345455
bl ¥ Adad Gleant Bl LY Bacaie &1k b OSG

Jis coelall (po Baaly Begame il ks Ji ctemg S cailadl cndlaall J) il e 3,9,45.6
el Lol el ez 555 Olesal il Zomall slpsng ! Jlonys ccnalall

Lasd Busms dlamy Los ulsaddly Goadl o 3kl e 455y rety S 1 o Joall Liey Loz
gyl clhazdlly gopall Joo (olall supue BLT a8 aall dedlSe Jlme § crsslelly cnis Ll
(Gl sl @ calelaS cnaslad) cnd kel Iy AL

o Lo L] Sy 1 Boctanll aslsall (yo A gama LS 1]

cndslatll zlos] Adlad sue Lty sislly J3Lanll G o1 s ol goasll oo Bouate 63y o9
Sbbelly clasmtll [S5 pe cnlysldl ells #las e el 350 aiSy ccatall aie Slysles @ ondaladl
ezl

Adlaall el § Ly combadl ol ASHlie cailer calizee QLSO Jobidy dald Julos
olagaatl) b @ aeluy Joladl Jul=adl lia Awludly Aelorad) olloudly BN ol)lacly
hyoldl sda § o389 o Y5 ol sl dlags,

cley coladl clulys Lpo (0 b iae c¥lme Bue abolas wie QST cady :baasd| sdate m6
il qd Sl Simy cnbasasdl sda (e 65y aez I (o lelll Jomg g Lai¥l @leg (uaill
A ij."ﬂ\ QL_&.‘E agiall

Adleidl Kopaly Ligsgl Jie calizes Sl o Al Slalys e QLS goizy Al wlalys
e Aol Sl 00 24808 Joo Basl @d @ids 3 paluy @iz gl Ida Lol 3,4l
S8l (o gy W LS 1A Ao Hslaie ellace] 3 Al ciluslys paled  cndsld cndylaill 2llas
Slazeill Blelye ae Auloell Sl 68 Slatl e olijlie ol U5 mowy Aegite 448),0
Buyall dpagldyl

89



el DLGL el 3 Lo bl (0 degiin Aegeme QLSI auseiug Bodate Sz
odlaill Joe 4aS Joo 4B ) o]yl ey I mludl Ldlasas (1 33 Lae Al cilalyag
SlBled) Calis § cndald)

e oraslad! (b laiall ausll eedly coyudl 2pasy QLS i jeeidly Sloyasdl e 5SS
V5 owaidly Gl dealdl Apaaly (£l uSiay Las ccayindl Byt aing o0 4891 ol 3 oSt
a1,8Y)

e liS el ot ylasll LS auy scasiall (8 )laall 5,0l pe Jolasll 3 Buoulasll malill s
e 330 S Al clibas 3 Aadl Jyload] e 1azd 3,y gl guelasll 3eadl gty LS « izl
HlBg s aiall Al 35> (§ 43S)Lies peiznll e Aueal e siuS M5 o aeimll L)
i)l 2mdll gueld z ] e @ Jlrdl 3 Byolall Slalas¥l pe Sl (bt <l dis
sl (quliel yiniaS parzll Aigye (e AL g3l

% ondalud! u_\_ﬁj.‘a.‘il‘ 9y dalazl @ﬁj\ PURY uads sy él.a.g Z@.l).'gﬁ.” Esedl Sgxd U
Ulad Sl jushaal Lo As¥ Bueld oliy § paluy Les Al clulyog A ss Sl pdes I
leslelly sluleadl pead ccapall L8l aiag oo LlEgI 4

oS I 281 Jo> Slawliad! ailad Alae 65 Sl pudy el § 8uiud] Gluslell 5u3a8
2 3y colall 2malSl paog¥l L1 (ass Gaabatll Shls sl § cndylaill zles) Jax LIS o
syl ) el a3 L) sl (o Say 1 lolin g ulusylalll iadl @guias

Sl Blas L] de o E:;J;.g oasasidl old é Sgzedl cpo ._\.;}_U sha! de oni>ll E>
Y Jlall shas 3 by Les sl (S cnasbadl o larll Adla ead &SJly il
slgw d> e cagall (8Iagll a9 (o EHEN] @ Alad! Sl lellg

i 4.?33

i) dagl pamy o sl ¥ 4T Y] ccagiadl Bylaally Glal Jas § GLST Lia Aeal (e 02,1 e
QW & Jress &g

G Asall Ayl WY1 § Ligmle (ads cllia I3 ¥ Aeaall duadl degidl Sbldl (o @e)dl e
wiad Jsshll gall (e capall (3 lasll aiag (pe BBl Sihislie @ cnisladl cdylaill 2llas yla
Loges I3 Al Slalys o Bawmg @l ] GLSI § L) Juosil) @3 @ Sl linadl (o dyaall
ds3s Aeall Sleles¥l sopar) Adshall Elm¥l of 4l Slahyadl o sl i (s Bagdes

Aaliges olBlw § orislad! (ud skl il (e mungl Bygeo

Sl BlaSial Glus e Loy condaladl ondylatll ses e oyan 58,5 Blenl S iz, cellis
et bl ndylanll oF e el e capall calatll aieg (e LlBsdl § 6,3Y) Al Aelall
peizll 8318 o ¢, 3Y) Ambiall Glrial clealus § bl @d) (b cleapuanl 3,8 las il

90



Akl slelonlly 8 ladl] LLiad 2l 2025. 19 50a)1-07 alzel
Journal of extremism and armed groups )
Vol.07, Issue19, 2025 ISSN:2628-8389

Alaall Cagall Cayazll aieg oo 2l5s01 culizml il Yoads ASTagd L3450

¥ Llaall sda ae el ISy bzl e LSOl it oF oSy 3NV Bladly Glas Logd Lol
o940 ole g3 03ls5 Beimtd g copud) § pedobag Aty bl Solgioly Blat Legd Logwo
Azl Ly 29 malydl i lega]

Loiws 8l adly Aslyunll oo LS e Rauall colaohdl 3 Reuseiad | bl ] calizs ¥ 3
Joo o¥5lus aty 2ewliall @udtl) ulas ads ol eud 65y Al cilalyog Apesall cLLELI L343
of olead el Gubial Lel¥l Jabl 1ia @ Lbdradl Sl Jand of com @bl Ldglse

A8 AT ) diad dpalierad | ol L)

EPAES |

3 oinlad! dylanll 5es Joloes M5 (e . 8ylatlly Clagyl bl Jlome 3 83l Aealuce LS s ad
guaill Satll e amdng Sailudl Glal ) LS guxty cdie glly capall C3lal) AxlSa
ALY ahlaedly Adlaall sul dslasiwl Jig zlesyl Balels Jealdl sole| ciluudal Jgo

waiall pie § ondaled! cnd bl altSe) et Mol Bl calizmgilly (Adliwdl Jalgally

Gy ol gyl e nSilly cBunpzentl WYL Zalazl) Slolandl jasy e pi)ll oo
Lapdally erd) Slaliad! (ailiog Graslelly ort Ll L 13550 dad Ll (3 GLSTI (ols (A8MsY)
oo e ) STl da seay ¥ § Alaizell Adlally @l Gylog cagpiall cdylaill dao¥l 5ouaie
o @lle 8 Bld) Bsslusmg EMY) Lolysi¥l dpeal e uShs9 condslad) o ylaill Houd BLASLY|

el Cagall Ga,hell 2xalSas

91



A dez iy o2y

oLzl Syl Judius : 38Y1 3
Osudscin Syl sl

2024 Luyle iy 17 wlme — 3 suis

4 pod ) Bzl | ¥l — Cilgy Ciung 3 oo dxdlsh 35 e y3liall
On the Horizon: The Future of the Jihadi Movement
Authors
BARAK MENDELSOHN
MARCH 2024, VOLUME 17, ISSUE 3

The Combating Terrorism Center at West Point
O oo o ¢lascds o 3
il | Solelazly lagdl Ogik § cenls

A pall o dygeen

Zua-"zﬂ.‘

et oo b 63ldl pozea 5 ASC ¥ Bl LMl b e 48 uSh pasels by yanll T
(gl gyl e sLaally Joal) perzdl g olanlly ot (J1 olasdl AxslSe cilelyz) lael 3
ciiall &1 oo LuSe Bams 8o guill oda 3amt o lile 20 (o AST iy a6l e calgll uShy o
& Ll Loledl e bazedl slel 5L5 aS30 eall 281631 ET Y] (doyall Joall 3 Unasere ol galzd!
Ugally suelall wulass Jio S0 olaglaiall elae) (oo S L G @1 Al (e el e cqeladl o o]
J) oAt s (ag o (e cBydidie cdlile L aaledl cilelend) oo dpuadl Clia U3 aog <Aadludy
al oo ol e 1S IS oo cLeasigss LayLads! Jalge Judomnd Zsleandl 4S5l e Aol 8)kas el

Lo izl G g9,ally Dbl Wl paisy e lall eulais £y coIladl @ slead) cladasall

o lial | LS

— Ll Uoudl qulass — Buelall @dais - petiw (0 b goldl — 21_55..“).4&2\ ES RN

bzl ole Lozl

92



Akl slelonlly 8 ladl] LLiad 2l 2025. 19 50a)1-07 alzel
Journal of extremism and armed groups )
Vol.07, Issue19, 2025 ISSN:2628-8389

Abstract :

The report begins with an overview highlighting the United States' assumption following the
September 11 attacks that, through counter terrorism measures taken in cooperation with the
international community, jihadist terrorism would be eradicated. The author emphasizes that,
after more than 20 years, this prediction has not only failed to materialize but has also produced
the opposite outcome. While jihadist violence has declined in Western countries, empirical
evidence confirms the increasing number of Sunni jihadist groups worldwide. Despite the
weakened state of major organizations such as Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State (ISIS), many of
their affiliated groups remain active. This report seeks to provide a comprehensive overview of
the jihadist movement, analyzing the factors behind its spread and distribution, with a focus on
two of the most significant jihadist organizations in the world—AI-Qaeda and the Islamic State

(ISIS)—along with their off shoots.
Keywords:
United States of America — September 11 — Al-Qaeda — Islamic State (ISIS) — Jihadist Groups.
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Unraveling Misconceptions between Islam and Islamism: Distinguishing Religious Faith from

Political Ideology
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Abstract:

In contemporary discourse, the terms "Islam” and "Islamism" are frequently conflated, leading to significant
misunderstandings. This conflation obscures the distinction between Islam as a religion and Islamism as a political
ideology, resulting in misrepresentations that can affect public perception and policy decisions. Islam is a major world
religion practiced by over a billion people worldwide, encompassing a wide range of beliefs, practices, and cultural
traditions. In contrast, Islamism is a political ideology that seeks to implement Islamic principles and law (Sharia’) as
the foundation of government and society. Islamists "aim to reorder government and society in accordance with laws
prescribed by Islam. This article aims to unravel these misconceptions by distinguishing religious faith from political
ideology, providing clarity on a topic that is often clouded by conflated definitions and assumptions. It asks: How does
the conflation of these terms affect media narratives and public policy? What ideological differences define Islam and
Islamism? And how can more precise terminology support social integration and mutual understanding? Drawing on
a qualitative, analytical methodology, the paper conducts a comparative review of scholarly literature, case studies,
and media discourse to explore how terminology shapes public narratives, influences policy, and impacts Muslim

communities globally.
Keywords:

Unconscious Bias, Stereotyping, Propaganda, Cognitive Biases, Narratives

Il. Defining Islam

A. Core Beliefs and Practices

Islam is founded upon a set of core beliefs and practices that unify its followers across diverse cultures and regions.
Central to the faith is the belief in the oneness of God (Allah) and the acceptance of Muhammad as the final prophet

in the lineage of Abrahamic monotheism™. The primary religious text, the Quran”, is considered the divine word

revealed to Muhammad.

The Five Pillars of Islam constitute the framework of a Muslim's duties: Shahada (Faith): Declaring the belief in the
oneness of God and Muhammad as His messenger, Salat (Prayer): Performing ritual prayers five times a day, Zakat

(Almsgiving): Giving a portion of one's wealth to those in need, Sawm (Fasting): Observing fasting during the holy
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month of Ramadan, and Hajj (Pilgrimage): Undertaking a pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca at least once in a
lifetime, if physically and financially able (S. Kusserow and P. Pawlak, Understanding the Branches of Islam (Brussels:
European Parliamentary Research Service, 2015) . While these pillars provide a common foundation, Islam
encompasses a rich tapestry of interpretations and practices. Over time, differences in leadership views and
theological interpretations have led to the emergence of various branches within Islam, each contributing to the
religion's diversity. Islam is a religion that embraces a rich diversity of cultural, theological, and legal traditions,
reflecting its global presence and the varied backgrounds of its followers. The two primary branches, Sunni and Shia
Islam, exemplify this internal diversity. While both groups share foundational beliefs—such as the oneness of God
and the prophethood of Muhammad—they differ in certain theological interpretations and historical perspectives.
Despite these differences, Sunni and Shia Muslims have coexisted for centuries, often intermarrying and sharing
communal spaces, underscoring a history of unity within diversity. Central to Islamic teachings is the principle of
equality among all individuals, regardless of race, ethnicity, or gender. The Quran emphasizes that all humans are
created from a single pair and that the most honored are those who are most righteous, thereby rejecting any form of
racial or gender superiority. This foundational belief has fostered inclusive communities where diversity is embraced,
and discrimination is actively discouraged. Furthermore, Islam’s global spread has led to the incorporation of various
cultural practices and traditions, enriching the faith's expression worldwide. This adaptability highlights Islam's
inherent flexibility and its capacity to unite a multitude of cultures under shared spiritual and ethical principles (A.A.

Said and M. Sharify-Funk, 2003).
B. Islamic Teachings on Compassion, Mercy, and Tolerance in the Quran

Islam is fundamentally a religion of compassion, emphasizing mercy and tolerance towards all individuals, regardless
of caste, colour, or creed. The Quran explicitly states, "There is no compulsion in religion “(Quran, Surah Al-Baqarah
(Chapter 2), Verse 256). Underscoring the importance of religious freedom and the rejection of forced conversions.
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is described as a "mercy to all the worlds”(Quran, Surah Al-Anbiya
(Chapter 21), Verse 107), exemplifying kindness and leniency in his interactions with both Muslims and non-Muslims.
His treatment of the Jews in Medina serves as a testament to this, as he extended the same compassionate treatment
to them as he did to his Muslim followers, never imposing Islamic doctrines upon them. This attitude of mercy and
tolerance is deeply rooted in Islamic teachings and has historically allowed religious minorities to flourish under
Muslim rule. The Quran further instructs Muslims to "repel evil with that which is best" (Quran, Surah Al-Mu’minun
(Chapter 23), Verse 96) and to engage in dialogue with wisdom and good instruction (Quran, Surah An-Nahl (Chapter
16), Verse 125), promoting peaceful coexistence and understanding among diverse communities. These principles
highlight Islam'’s core values of compassion, mercy, and tolerance, which are integral to its teachings and practices

(ResearchGate, The Quranic Concepr of Religious Tolerance and Its Manifestation in Islamic History, 2016).
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lll. Defining Islamism:
A.Origins and Evolution

Islamism, distinct from the broader Islamic faith, refers to political movements that seek to implement Islamic
principles within governmental and societal frameworks. Its origins can be traced to the early 20th century, with the
establishment of organizations like the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt in 1928. Founded by Hassan al-Banna, the
Brotherhood aimed to promote social and political regeneration through Islam, responding to colonialism and the
decline of Islamic influence in public life. The 1979 Iranian Revolution, led by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini,
established the first modern Islamist government, intertwining religious authority with state governance. This event
underscored the potential for political Islam to reshape national structures. In the latter part of the 20th century,
Egyptian thinker Sayyid Qutb significantly influenced Islamist ideology. His writings emphasized the need for a return
to pure Islamic principles and advocated for resistance against secular governance, impacting groups such as al-
Qaeda. The evolution of Islamism has been shaped by various factors, including responses to Western colonialism,
internal debates within Muslim societies, and the challenges of modernity. Scholars like Bassam Tibi have explored
these dynamics, analyzing how Islamist movements have adapted to contemporary political and social contexts.
Understanding the origins and evolution of Islamism is crucial for comprehending its role in current global affairs and

its impact on both Muslim-majority and international societies (T. Osman, Islamism, 2016).
B. Core Ideological Tenets

The core ideological tenets of violent radicals emphasize the establishment of a society strictly governed by Sharia law,
rejecting democratic governance as an illegitimate system imposed by non-Islamic authorities. According to this
ideology, the world is divided into Dar al-Islam (the abode of Islam) and Dar al-Harb (the abode of war)", with the
ultimate goal being the transformation of all societies into Islamic states ruled solely by divine law. Radical groups
advocate for this transformation through various means, ranging from non-violent isolationism, as seen in some Salafi
“imovements, to active jihad, as promoted by extremist factions who view violence as a legitimate tool for dismantling
secular governments. The revival of the Caliphate is a central objective, envisioned as a global Islamic governance
system that restores the political and social order of early Islam. This vision is further reinforced by Takfir, the
excommunication of those who fail to adhere to their strict interpretation of Islam, justifying attacks against both
Muslim and non-Muslim entities seen as obstacles to Sharia rule (The Change Institute. 7he Beliefs, Ideologies and
Narratives: Studies into Violent Radicalisation, Lor 2. European Commission, Migration and Home Affairs, 2008).
Islamism is a broad and diverse political ideology that seeks to apply Islamic principles to governance and society.
While many Islamist movements critique Western political and cultural influences, Islamism is not solely defined by
rejection of the West. Instead, it encompasses a spectrum of views, ranging from reformist and democratic approaches
to more radical and militant interpretations (Hinnells, |.R. The Routledge Companion to the Study of Religion. London:

Routledge, 2005.).

102



Axbud] Slebozlly bladll Llad dlza 2025. 019 s.21-07 Azl
Journal of extremism and armed groups
Vol.07, Issue19, 2025

Key aspects of Islamism often include:

Governance — Desire for Islamic law (Sharia) to play a role in the legal and political system.
Cultural Identity — Emphasis on preserving Islamic traditions and resisting perceived Westernization.

Political Strategy — Some Islamists work within electoral systems, while others reject state institutions altogether
(Benard, Cheryl, Angel Rabasa, Lowell H. Schwartz, and Peter Sickle, 2004).

examples of Islamist movements and their varying stances toward Western political and cultural influences:
Moderate/Political Islamism (Engagement with Western influence)

Ennahda (Tunisia) : Initially promoted a form of political Islam but later adopted a more democratic, pluralistic

approach. It engaged with Western-style democratic institutions while maintaining Islamic values.

Muslim Brotherhood (Egypt) : Historically critical of Western political influence but has participated in elections and

governance. Some factions engage with democratic processes, while others reject them ( Frampton, Martyn., 2018).
More Conservative Islamism (Selective rejection of Western influence)

Salafism : A conservative movement advocating a return to the "pure” Islam of the early generations (Salaf). Some
branches, like Salafi quietists, focus on personal religious life rather than politics, while others reject Western cultural

norms (Antunez Moreno, .C, 2017).
Radical Islamism (Complete rejection of Western influence):

Al-Qaeda: Rejects Western political and cultural influence entirely, viewing it as a threat to Islam. The group promotes

violent jihad against what it sees as Western domination (Blanchard, C.M, 2005).

These ideological developments and internal variations within Islamism underscore the importance of distinguishing
it clearly from Islam as a faith. This section directly addresses the second research question by unpacking the
ideological distinctions between Islamic belief systems and the political aims of Islamism. As the paper progresses, the

focus will shift toward how these blurred lines influence media representation and public perception.
IV. Key Differences between Islam and Islamism
A. Religion vs. Political Ideology

Islam: A monotheistic religion based on the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad and the Quran. It provides

spiritual, moral, and social guidance for Muslims worldwide.

103



Islamism: A political ideology that seeks to implement Islamic principles in governance and society. Islamists

believe that Islam should not only guide personal faith but also political, legal, and economic systems.
B. CoreFocus

Islam: Primarily concerned with faith, worship, and personal morality. It encompasses diverse interpretations

and practices, allowing for varying degrees of secularism in Muslim societies.

Islamism: Focuses on reshaping society and politics based on Islamic law (Sharia). It often seeks to establish

an Islamic state or influence government policies in accordance with Islamic principles.

C. Interpretation and Application
Islam: Has multiple interpretations (Sunni*", Shia”, Sufi®, etc.), with followers practicing their faith in different
ways, often influenced by culture and local traditions.
Islamism: Generally, follows a more rigid or literalist interpretation of Islam, advocating for its application in

state governance, sometimes rejecting secularism and Western political models.

D. Relationship with Modern Governance

Islam: Can coexist with secular or democratic systems. Many Muslim-majority countries have secular governments

while maintaining Islamic cultural identity.

Islamism: Often views secularism and Western influences as threats, advocating for governance based on Islamic

principles. Some Islamist groups engage in political activism, while others support more radical approaches.

E. Spectrum of Beliefs

The spectrum of beliefs within Islam and Islamism varies significantly in interpretation and practice.

Islam itself includes a broad range of perspectives, from conservative to progressive. Conservative
interpretations emphasize strict adherence to traditional religious teachings, often advocating for modest
dress, gender segregation, and strict observance of rituals. Progressive interpretations, on the other hand,
seek to reconcile Islamic principles with modern values such as gender equality, democracy, and human
rights, promoting a more adaptable approach to faith. Islamism, as a political ideology, also exists on a
spectrum. Moderate Islamist movements, such as the Muslim Brotherhood, participate in democratic
processes and advocate for integrating Islamic values into governance without necessarily rejecting modern
state institutions. However, more extreme Islamist groups, such as Al-Qaeda, seek to establish strict Islamic
rule through violent means, often targeting governments, civilians, and international institutions they
perceive as threats to Islam. These extremist groups reject democracy, human rights as defined by
international norms, and coexistence with non-Islamist ideologies, aiming instead to impose their

interpretation of Islamic law through force.
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This distinction is crucial in understanding how Islam, as a religion, accommodates a wide range of beliefs, while
Islamism, as a political ideology, includes both moderate political activism and extremist militancy(Tibi, Bassam,
2012).

V. Common Misconceptions and Their Implications
e A.MediaRepresentation

Western media and academia often portray Islam as a singular, unchanging entity associated with
irrationality and violence. This representation emerges from a framework that contrasts the rational and
progressive West with an "othered" Islam*, perceived as foreign and inherently threatening. Such portrayals
reinforce the idea of a fundamental opposition between Islam and modernity, contributing to the "clash of
civilizations" discourse. These narratives are not merely misconceptions but serve strategic political purposes,
legitimizing Western intervention in Muslim-majority regions under the banners of counterterrorism,
democratization, and human rights advocacy. Consequently, these representations condition Western
audiences to associate Islam primarily with extremism and repression (Said, Edward W. Orientalism, 1978).
Building on these representations, contemporary media further distorts perceptions by conflating Islam as a
religion with Islamism as a political ideology. News coverage disproportionately focuses on violent Islamist
movements while neglecting the voices of moderate and progressive Muslims. This selective representation
reinforces widespread misconceptions, fostering the belief that Islam itself promotes extremism rather than
acknowledging the political, social, and economic contexts that contribute to radicalization. Additionally,
media outlets frequently apply double standards, labeling Muslim perpetrators of violence as "terrorists,"
while similar acts by non-Muslims are framed as isolated incidents or mental health crises. This biased
coverage not only distorts reality but also influences public policy, reinforcing discriminatory measures such
as surveillance programs and immigration restrictions targeting Muslim communities (Abu-Lughod, L.,

2006).

e B.Impact on Muslim Communities

Islamophobia*, fueled by misconceptions and stereotypes, has led to widespread discrimination, policy biases, and
social exclusion of Muslims worldwide. Many people wrongly associate Islam with extremism, violence, or
oppression, leading to unjust treatment in various aspects of life. For example, Muslim women, particularly those who
wear the hijab, often face employment discrimination, as seen in France and Germany, where headscarf bans have
limited job opportunities for them. Similarly, young Muslims struggle with identity conflicts due to societal alienation,
as they are frequently viewed as outsiders in their own countries, such as in the Netherlands and Denmark, where
they are often asked, “When are you going back?” despite being born and raised there. Politically, Islamophobia

shapes policies that disproportionately target Muslims, including restrictive immigration laws, increased surveillance,

and bans on religious symbols, as seen in countries like France, where laws against religious attire in public spaces

105



disproportionately affect Muslim women. Media bias and political rhetoric further intensify these prejudices,
portraying Muslims as a threat to European values, which reinforces discrimination and exclusion. In the aftermath of
terrorist attacks, for instance, innocent Muslims have been subjected to public suspicion and even hate crimes, as seen
in the UK and the US, where violent incidents against Muslims spiked after events like 9/11 and the London
bombings. In addition, policies such as the "war on terror” have led to unjust profiling and detention of Muslims,
affecting communities in the US and Europe. These challenges hinder integration efforts and create deep divisions
within societies. To combat these misconceptions, governments and civil society must implement inclusive policies,
promote responsible media representation, and encourage interfaith dialogue. By addressing stereotypes, ensuring
equal rights and opportunities for Muslims, and fostering a culture of mutual respect, societies can counter
Islamophobia and promote greater social cohesion (EUMC, PERCEPTIONS OF DISCRIMINATION AND
ISLAMOPHOBIA VOICES FROM MEMBERS OF MUSLIM COMMUNITIES IN THE EUROPEAN UNION,2006).

Such trends highlight the critical need—raised in the first and third research questions—to interrogate how

language and public narratives impact Muslim communities and inform policy.
VI. Case Studies
e A.The Muslim Brotherhood

The Muslim Brotherhood, founded in 1928 by Hassan al-Banna in Egypt, has played a significant role in shaping
political landscapes across the Middle East and North Africa. Initially established as a religious and social organization,
it evolved into a prominent political force advocating for governance based on Islamic principles. Its influence has
been particularly notable in Egypt, where it transitioned from opposition to briefly holding power following the 2011
Arab Spring*". However, the Brotherhood's tenure was short-lived, facing widespread protests and eventual military
intervention (Zahid, M., 2012). Beyond Egypt, the Brotherhood's ideology has resonated with various Islamist
movements, leading to the formation of affiliated groups in countries like Jordan, Tunisia, and Syria. In Jordan, the
Islamic Action Front, the political wing of the Brotherhood, has been an active participant in parliamentary politics,
although it has faced legal and political challenges. In Tunisia, the Ennahda Movement, inspired by Brotherhood
principles, played a pivotal role in the country's post-revolution transition, balancing its Islamist roots with democratic
participation. Conversely, in Syria, the Brotherhood's involvement in opposition politics has been met with severe
repression, especially during the Assad regime (Pargeter, A. I, 2013.).  The Brotherhood's adaptability has been a
subject of scholarly interest. Despite facing repression, the organization has shown resilience, often reconstituting
itself in response to political pressures. This adaptability has allowed it to maintain relevance, though it has also led to
internal debates about strategy and ideology (Al-Anani, K., 2016). However, the Brotherhood's rise has not been
without controversy. Some regional powers, notably Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Egypt, perceive the organization as a

threat to their political order and have designated it as a terrorist organization. This has led to a polarized Middle East,

with countries like Turkey and Qatar supporting the Brotherhood, highlighting the complex dynamics of regional
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politics. (Mitsui & Co. Global Strategic Studies Institute. Monthly Report, June 2021 ). In the West, the
Brotherhood's presence has prompted debates about integration and security. While some view it as a moderate
Islamist organization participating in democratic processes, others express concerns about its long-term objectives.
This dichotomy underscores the challenges Western countries face in engaging with political Islam ( Vidino, L, 2010).
In summary, the Muslim Brotherhood's role as an Islamist organization is multifaceted, influencing political, social,
and religious spheres across various countries. Its ability to adapt to changing political environments, coupled with its
ideological appeal, ensures its continued significance in Middle Eastern politics, even as it faces both internal
challenges and external opposition.

B. Secular Muslim-Majority Nations

The experiences of secular Muslim-majority nations like Turkey and Indonesia challenge the misconception that Islam
is inherently linked to political extremism. In Turkey, the concept of laiklik (laicism™") calls for the separation of state
and religion, with the state maintaining "active neutrality” by controlling and legally regulating religious affairs
through institutions like the Directorate of Religious Affairs (Diyanet). This approach ensures that while religion is a
personal matter, the state oversees religious practices to maintain secular governance. Similarly, Indonesia, the
world's largest Muslim-majority country, upholds a secular system based on Pancasila, which promotes religious
pluralism while preventing any single faith from dominating politics. Unlike Turkey's strict secularism, Indonesia
integrates religious institutions into its governance structure while maintaining a clear distinction between religion
and the state. These cases highlight the diversity within Muslim-majority nations and counter the reductive narrative
that conflates Islam with Islamism. Instead, they demonstrate how governance models can reflect a spectrum of
secular and religious influences, shaped by historical and political contexts rather than any inherent incompatibility

between Islam and modernity (van Bruinessen, M, 2018).
VII. The Importance of Accurate Terminology
e A.Academic Perspectives

Accurate terminology is crucial in discussions about Islam and Islamism, as conflating the two can lead to
misunderstandings and reinforce harmful stereotypes. Scholars have emphasized the importance of
distinguishing between Islam—a diverse religious tradition practiced by over a billion people—and Islamism, a

political ideology that seeks to implement Islamic principles in governance.
Several scholars have highlighted the necessity of this distinction:

Daniel Pipes observes that traditional Islam focuses on guiding individuals to live in harmony with God's will,
whereas Islamism aims to create a new socio-political order. (Pipes, D. "Distinguishing between Islam and

Islamism." Middle Fast Forum, June 30, 1998).
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Bassam Tibi, in his book /slamism and Islam, argues that Islamism represents a politicized form of religion, distinct
from the faith of Islam itself (Tibi, B. /slamism and Islam. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012).
The Foreign Policy Research Institute explains that Islamists often refer to themselves simply as Muslims and
claim that those who oppose their ideas also necessarily oppose Islam, rooting their ideas in a particular

reading of history (Helfont, Samuel, August 2015).
e B.Policy Implications

Mislabeling Islam as synonymous with Islamism has significant implications for both international relations and

domestic policies.
International Relations

Conflating Islam with Islamism can lead to strained diplomatic relations between Western and Muslim-majority
countries. This misperception may result in policies that unjustly target or alienate nations based on the assumption
that their religious identity inherently aligns with extremist ideologies. Such an approach overlooks the diversity
within Islamic societies and hampers constructive engagement. Elizabeth Shakman Hurd discusses how secularist
epistemologies in European and American foreign policy often misinterpret political Islam, leading to policies that
either attempt to transform or eliminate Islamist actors without understanding the nuanced distinctions between
Islam as a faith and Islamism as a political ideology (Hurd, E.S. "Political Islam and Foreign Policy in Europe and the
United States." Foreign Policy Analysis 3, no. 4 ,2007, pp. 345—367).

domestic policies

In her essay, "Terrorists Are Always Muslim but Never White: At the Intersection of Critical Race Theory and
Propaganda,” Caroline Mala Corbin examines how the conflation of Islam with terrorism influences domestic policies
in the United States. She identifies two prevailing false narratives: that all terrorists are Muslim and that white
individuals are never labeled as terrorists. These narratives, she argues, stem from unconscious cognitive biases and
white privilege, leading to discriminatory practices against Muslim communities. Such biases result in unwarranted
surveillance, restrictions on religious freedoms, and social marginalization of Muslims, while simultaneously
overlooking threats posed by non-Muslim individuals. This mislabeling not only infringes upon civil liberties but also
creates security blind spots, ultimately compromising national safety (Corbin, C.M. " Fordham Law Review 86, no. 2,
2017, pp. 455-485).

VIII. Conclusion

Understanding the distinction between Islam—a major world religion practiced by over a billion people—and
Islamism—a political ideology that seeks to derive legitimacy from Islam—is crucial for fostering informed dialogue
and improving intercultural and political relations. Islam, as a faith, encompasses a diverse range of beliefs and

practices among its adherents. In contrast, Islamism represents a specific political ideology that aims to implement
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Islamic principles in governance and society. Recognizing this distinction allows for more nuanced discussions,
helping to prevent the conflation of religious beliefs with political ideologies. Such clarity is essential in addressing
stereotypes, reducing discrimination, and promoting mutual respect among different cultures and political systems.
Encouraging informed dialogue based on this understanding fosters better intercultural and political relations, paving

the way for a more inclusive and harmonious global community.

This study has addressed the core research questions by (1) tracing the impact of conflating Islam with Islamism in
media and policy, (2) clarifying key ideological differences between the two concepts, and (3) emphasizing the policy
and social consequences of inaccurate terminology. These insights offer a foundation for more informed, inclusive

discourse.
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Abstract

This study examines the interplay between the withdrawal of French troops and the escalation of terrorist activities in
West Africa, analyzing its implications for regional security and sustainable development. Over the past two decades,
the gradual French military disengagement has precipitated a security vacuum, enabling the proliferation of
transnational terrorist networks such as ISIS in the Sahara and al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), as well as
groups like the Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO) and the Ansar Dine group (particularly in
Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso). Concurrently, deteriorating security has exacerbated socio-economic vulnerabilities,

undermining infrastructure, foreign investment, and human development index.

The study aims to evaluate the security-development nexus post-French withdrawal. The importance of the study lays
in examining the vital link between security risks and development in West Africa, highlighting the impact of the
2023—2024 French military withdrawal on regional stability in west Africa. The study used the descriptive method we
adopt the descriptive approach in collecting, analyzing data and information, to ultimately arrive at specific and clear

results that answer the questions posed in the research problem.

The study found that the escalation of terrorism has had a direct impact on development. The resulting security
vacuum has intensified terrorist attacks, obstructed the implementation of vital development projects, and

undermined reconstruction efforts.

The study has been divide into four main chapters; the first chapter is about the Implications of the French withdrawal
on the security landscape, the second is The impact of security risks on development paths, the third chapter concerns
the response of domestic and international stakeholders. Fourth chapter is focused on a SOWT analysis for assessing
security risks and Development challenges in West Africa after the French withdrawal . Overall, the study concluded
that there is significant impact of security and development cannot be achieved in light of the escalation of terrorism
and security risks, especially following the French withdrawal and its impact on the security landscape in west Africa

Region. KeyWords (West Africa, Security, Risks, Terrorism, Geopolitics).
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1-Introduction

Over the past two decades, the West African region has witnessed, most notably, the escalation of terrorist activity
following the gradual withdrawal of French troops. This withdrawal, which left a security vacuum, led to a
redistribution of the balance of power at the local and regional levels. With the escalation of security risks, complex
challenges have emerged for economic and social development paths, as infrastructure projects and basic services
have become vulnerable to collapse. The escalation of terrorist activity coincided with the gradual withdrawal of
French troops, which were the cornerstone of Western security strategies. These changes are linked to the
complexities of the global geopolitical landscape, which has given rise to new alliances and changing roles for
international actors. Hence the importance of analyzing the relationship between the escalation of terrorism and its
implications for development opportunities in the region. This research aims to provide an in-depth understanding of
these interactions and foresee the future repercussions of these geopolitical transformations on the security of the
region and the opportunities for sustainable development within it.

The importance of the study: The study examines the vital link between security and development in West Africa,
highlighting the impact of the 2023—2024 French military withdrawal on regional stability. It sheds light on how
international changes contribute to security vacuums and shifting power dynamics. The study addresses the history of
the emergence of terrorism and the emergence of extremist groups in the West African region.

Study problem: the withdrawal of French troops from West Africa is a major concern about the escalation of
terrorist activities and the threat to developmental stability, which raises the question of how this security vacuum
affects the growth of terrorism and the reshaping of regional power balances in light of accelerated geopolitical shifts.
Study questions:

Here we ask a number of questions.

1-How did the French withdrawal affect the increase in terrorist activities in West Africa?

2-What are the implications of the escalation of security risks on economic and social development efforts?

3-How can west African countries reformulate their development policies in light of accelerated geopolitical
transformations?

Study hypothesis:

The purpose of our research as a hypothesis is to research and explore facts and information about the withdrawal of
French troops from West Africa, which contributed to the escalation of terrorist activities and increased security risks.
The security vacuum created by the withdrawal has also exacerbated development challenges, including deteriorating
infrastructure and declining investments. In addition, geopolitical changes contributed to the restructuring of regional

and international alliances, which opened up new opportunities for security cooperation and development.
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Objective of the study:
The research study aims at a main objective related to security risks in West Africa with the escalation of terrorism,
and to assess the impact of the French withdrawal on development challenges , and to achieve this main objective, a

set of sub-objectives should be achieved, which are as follows:

The Implications of the French withdrawal on regional security and the escalation of terrorism, in addition to

studying the development challenges caused by the deterioration of the security situation, and finally presenting

practical proposals to promote sustainable development despite the increasing risks.

The study Method:

Using the descriptive method to achieve the above objectives, we adopt the descriptive approach in collecting,

analyzing data and information, to ultimately arrive at specific and clear results that answer the questions posed in the

research problem, as all of this data revolves around the repercussions of the French withdrawal and the rise of

terrorism on the one hand and, on the other hand, the impact of security risks on development.

In addition to using SWOT Analysis to analyze the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats of security risks

and development challenges in analyzing the impact of the French withdrawal on the rise of terrorism in West Africa.
Using Through recent reports and the findings organizations of countries based on documented scientific

studies, including reports issued by the United Nations and the African Union OECD, AUC, ITC, UNECA, WB, IMVF.

The study deals with the monitoring of the following:
2.The consequences of the French withdrawal on the security scene

The French withdrawal from the Sahel region has caused a profound disruption in the security landscape in West
Africa, which has provided an opportunity for the emergence of new patterns of violence and the expansion of the
influence of terrorist groups. The study refers to the Global Terrorism Index for West African countries, where the list
of the ten countries most at risk of terrorism during 2023 included the Global Terrorism Index for the year 2024 on
five African countries, including Somalia in the east of the continent, and four countries from West Africa.The most
prominent features of terrorist activity in the region during 2023 can be addressed as follows: the countries of the
West African region  the so called Central Coast, topped the highest indicators of terrorist threats, Burkina Faso

ranked first, as it witnessed the north-west of Burkina Faso
Near the country's borders with Niger and Mali,

[The Liptako—Gourma Authority is a regional organization seeking to develop the contiguous areas of Mali, Niger],
and Burkina Faso. the border area known as Liptako Gourma accounted for almost half of all terrorist attacks in

2023,and the Nusra Frontis still the most prominent terrorist group in Burkina Faso.

[The Liptako—Gourma Authority is a regional organization seeking to develop the contiguous areas of Mali, Niger, and

Burkina Faso https://dtm.iom.int/report-product-series/liptako-gourma-crisis-monthly-dashboard.].
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2.1 The security vacuum and the emergence of new patterns of armed violence.

The border areas between Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso are emerging as new centers of terrorist activity, where
armed groups take advantage of the fragility of the border to move freely and launch operations against local troops
and civilians The vacuum has also led to the emergence of new patterns of violence, represented by the intensification
of tribal conflicts and local disputes over scarce resources, especially land and water, amid the weak ability of national
governments to intervene. [World Bank, Building Resilience in the Sahel Annual Report, (Washington, D.C.: WB,

March 2023),P.14.].

The region has also witnessed an increase in criminal violence linked to illegal arms and drug trafficking networks, as
these networks have benefited from the absence of effective border control. [United Nations Office on Drugs and

Crime, West Africa Drug Report, (Vienna: UNODC, March 2023),P.11.].

In this vacuum, independent local militias have emerged that are not under the authority of the state, exacerbating
the lawlessness situation and increasing the rates of internal displacement This deterioration in security has led to the
transformation of rural areas into fertile environments for recruiting young people into the ranks of armed groups,
taking advantage of, moreover, armed violence Has shown an evolving pattern of using new tactics such as mobile
attacks using motorcycles, which has made it more difficult to monitor and neutralize these groups.[United Nations

Development Programme, Sahel Human Development Report, (New York, NY: UNODC, March 2023),P.22.].

2.2 Terrorist groups are expanding in the border areas.
Africa is the continent most affected by internal conflicts, and West Africa is no exception The region has
witnessed many internal conflicts since the early nineties, with both complex roots and complex issues even
since the spread of jihadist terrorism at the beginning, and the deterioration of the security situation in the region is
primarily associated with the rise of radical Islam and its violent manifestation of jihadist terrorism,
[Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, Global Security Risks and West Africa: Development

Challenges Report, (Berlin,: OECD, 2012),P.P.37,40.)].

The security vacuum has facilitated the expansion of terrorist groups across the border areas, taking advantage of the
fragility of border control. The study indicates that terrorist groups, especially al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb
(AQIM) and ISIS in the Sahara, took advantage of the fragility of the borders between the countries of Mali, Niger and
Burkina Faso to expand and expand the Activities of «The Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) » and « Jama'a
Nusrat ul-Islam wa al-Muslimin (JNIM)", which took advantage of the weak regional security coordination Their

logistical bases. [Ibid, P.27.].

The study indicates that long and open land borders, such as those extending through the Liptako-Gourma region,

have become the scene of the movement of terrorists and the trade in weapons and illegal substances. According to
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UN reports, uncoordinated local military operations have contributed to the displacement of tens of thousands of

people to crowded urban areas, increasing pressure on basic services and infrastructure.

The lesson shows that since September 2001 .11, the African continent has been a battleground for terrorist
organizations targeting the interests of Western countries at first: these terrorist activities soon resulted in a state of
security instability on the African continent: then it became an obstacle to economic development and regional
integration sought by its countries. Because the phenomenon of terrorism is facing the ECOWAS countries, especially
weak countries that do not have the economic power to build a strong army, these countries cannot control their
territories, and the Sahel region northwest Africa is a storehouse of Natural Resources, and because it is the border
line between North and south of the Sahara desert, it is difficult to control it: so the strip of the Sahel and The Sahara is
an arena for the free movement of terrorists between the countries of North and West Africa: in addition to the
smuggling of weapons, since the beginning of the year 2000, the West African region has known the phenomenon of
terrorism, because the conditions were favorable for this and the bad economic,social and political conditions have
exacerbated this phenomenon in this region: this situation requires strong and effective policies to address and
prevent the spread of terrorism, which Its effects were compounded by the presence of al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb: the jihad and unification movement in West Africa: and the Ansar Dine group . In addition, armed groups

use border areas as strategic havens

[Madi Ibrahim Kanti," the role of the economic community of West African States ECOWAS in the fight against
terrorism in West Africa”, PhD thesis (Egypt, Cairo: University Graduate School of African Studies- Department

of political systems, 2019)].

taking advantage of the complexity of procedures between the three countries and the difficulty of chasing across the
border this new security reality enhances the ability of these groups to plan And the implementation of large-scale

complex terrorist operations, taking advantage of the weak resources of the United domestic military.
2.3 Regional security balances changed after the withdrawal of foreign troops

The withdrawal of French  troops has caused a strategic shift in security balances in West Africa (on regional
stability in west Africa 2023-2024 specifically in countries Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso) « as some countries have
become more dependent on new partnerships with Russia and Turkey, away from the Western security

tradition.[United Nations, Report of the Security Council for 2023, (New York, NY: UN, 2024),P.12.].

Despite the multiplicity of regional initiatives such as the" Sahel Alliance”, however, poor coordination, funding gaps
and armament hampered the effectiveness of addressing the escalating threats, the change of regional alliances
contributed to the strengthening of irregular dynamics, as some armed groups began to receive direct or indirect

support . [World Bank, Building Resilience in the Sahel: Regional Perspectives, (Washington, D.C:, 2023),P.19.].
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The study touched upon the increased competition between regional and international powers for influence, which
deepened the complexity of the security scene, and led to the escalation of proxy wars by supporting rival militias in
some hot spots. Part of the local public opinion turned to questioning the credibility of foreign security operations,
which created a hostile environment for any future interventions and gave impetus to anti-Western groups and the
urgent need to adopt a new collective regional vision that enhances the ability of African countries to build
independent and sustainable defense systems away from excessive dependence on external forces.[OECD, : OP. Cit.

P28].

Impact on Neighboring States (Regional Dimension):

The French withdrawal intensified cross-border security threats, as terrorist networks (AQIM, ISIS-Sahara) exploited
porous borders in the Liptako-Gourma tri-border area (Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso) to expand operations, weapon
trafficking, and intercommunal violence. This destabilization triggered spillover effects displacement crises, resource

conflicts, and eroded state authority across West Africa, straining regional governance frameworks like ECOWAS.

Geopolitical Dimensions:

France’s exit catalyzed a strategic realignment, with Sahel states pivoting toward Russia and Turkey for security
partnerships, fostering geopolitical competition that undermines regional cohesion (e.g., Sahel Alliance). Competing
external interventions exacerbated proxy dynamics, fragmenting counter-terrorism efforts and deepening
institutional fragility, while anti-Western sentiment amplified challenges to multilateral stabilization agendas. [OECD,
Ibid, P.P 28-29.].

3.The impact of security risks on development paths

West Africa is one of the regions most affected by the complex intersection between security threats and development
challenges. The escalation of armed conflicts, terrorism and organized crime have contributed to undermining the
foundations of sustainable development in the region. This section reviews the most prominent security impacts on
infrastructure, investment, and forced displacement chains.

3.1Infrastructure and basic services were damaged.

Critical infrastructure in many West African countries has experienced significant deterioration as a result of ongoing
armed conflicts and frequent attacks on service facilities, especially in rural and remote areas. Armed groups have
directly targeted road networks, schools and health centers, hampering the provision of basic services to the

population.

The attacks on power and water plants have disrupted the daily lives of thousands of citizens and exacerbated the
suffering of local communities, especially in open conflict areas such as northern Mali and western Niger. The weak

ability of governments to protect these facilities reflects the fragility of the state and the limited security control.

As armed groups use targeting infrastructure as a means of pressure on central governments, they block access to

services for citizens, which deepens the state of popular anger and exacerbates the weak legitimacy of the state,
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especially in the regions of the Malian North and the Nigerian and Nigerian borders. The fragile security situation has
also led to a sharp decline in maintenance activities and investment in public facilities, as governments or
international partners are reluctant to finance infrastructure in light of the high security risks. World Bank reports have
documented a decline of more than 35% in the coverage of basic services over the last decade in conflict-affected

areas, resultingin adeterioration of human

development indicators in education, health and water.[World Bank, Resilience in the Sahel: Development under

Pressure, (Washington, D.C:WB, 2023,P.18.)].

This erosion of services has led to a growing dependence on humanitarian organizations and informal actors, which,
although they play important roles, do not provide development sustainability and do not compensate for the
absence of the state in the long term Finally .[United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian

Affairs, Sahel Humanitarian Needs Overview, (New York, UNOCHA, 2023), P.20].

The deterioration of infrastructure has also  contributed to the creation of fertile environments for recruiting young
people into the ranks of extremist groups, as the lack of education and health services fuels circles of poverty and
marginalization, as indicated by the UN report for 2023.[United Nations Development Programme, Sahel Human

Development Report, (New York,: UNDP, 2023),P.20].
3.2. The decline in foreign investments and worsening unemployment.

The security unrest has led to the reluctance of foreign capital to enter the Sahel countries, as a result of the escalating
risks associated with the absence of stability and the weakening of the rule of law. The OECD report confirmed that

many international companies had to stop their operations or leave the region due to the growing insecurity.

In addition, unemployment rates are increasing, especially among young people, due to the stagnation of the
productive sectors and the decline in agricultural and industrial investments, which has expanded the cycle of poverty

and prepared the ground for the recruitment of young people into the ranks of armed groups and organized crime.

The study, which dealt with the reports of the United Nations Development Program, confirms that the relationship
between security and unemployment is close; it is noted that most of those involved in armed conflicts come from
socially and economically marginalized groups, which makes addressing unemployment a security priority as

well .[United Nations Development Programme, Sahel Human Development Report, : OP. Cit. P26.].
3.3 Escalating internal migration crises and forced displacement.

Forced displacement is one of the most prominent manifestations of the escalating security threats in West Africa,

where armed attacks have displaced hundreds of thousands of residents, mostly women and children, to safer areas,
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often unprepared to receive them. The International Organization for Migration IOM confirms that displacement in
the African Sahel has become a chronic phenomenon, as some areas are turning into hotbeds of sudden population
pressure, lacking basic services and employment opportunities, which creates internal social tensions. [International
Organization for Migration, West and Central Africa Displacement Overview Report, (Geneva, Switzerland,: IOM,

2023),P.P.13,14.].

The IOM 2023 report indicates that the data DTM  of the IOM DTM Displacement Tracking Matrix show that 74%
of the individuals surveyed in 2023 in West and Central Africa were traveling within the region for work-related or
economic reasons. Looking ahead, the main driver of migration is expected to remain Economic, as people continue to
move in search of work and a better standard of living. However, an increasing number of migrants living in fragile
situations, including displaced people and refugees, are expected to be forced to flee conflicts or natural disasters, and

will have significant humanitarian and protection needs/|Ibid, P.14.]

To according the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, displacement not only affects the
displaced, but extends to host communities that are already suffering from a lack of resources, exacerbating
humanitarian crises and undermining local development efforts. Itis clear that the security risks in West Africa are
not limited to their military dimension, but go beyond it to undermine the foundations of development. Infrastructure
is collapsing, investment is declining, and displacement is accelerating, requiring integrated regional and international

intervention that combines reconstruction, sustainable development, and Community Security.

4.The response of local and international actors

The escalating security risks in West Africa have provoked mixed responses from local and international actors, trying
to fill the vacuum left by the French withdrawal. These responses have varied from local attempts to rebuild security
structures to regional and international initiatives aimed at promoting stability and countering terrorism This axis

handles the interaction of these forces through three main angles.

4.1 The efforts of national governments in the face of security risks

National governments faced huge challenges in filling the security vacuum caused by the withdrawal of foreign
troops, especially France. Despite the lack of resources, some countries such as Mali and Burkina Faso have taken the
initiative to increase the recruitment of local security elements and develop their field intelligence operations, and
countries such as Niger have expanded bilateral security cooperation with countries such as Turkey and Russia, and
intensified reliance on local paramilitary units to enhance deployment in rural and border areas, despite concerns
associated with weak institutional control On these forces. On the other hand, it has been found that the response of
national governments continues to be influenced by internal political interests, which weakens coordination between

security institutions and reduces the effectiveness of the collective response. The over-reliance on conventional
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armies in some countries has contributed to the exposure of remote areas that are not easily reached by the
authorities, giving armed groups the ability to expand and local control.[United Nations Development

Programme, :OP. Cit. P.32.].
4.2 The role of regional and international organizations in supporting stability.

The last stage witnessed the escalation of the role of regional organizations such as the economic community of West
African  States (ECOWAS), which sought to play a more active role in mediation and the deployment of
peacekeeping units in some tense hotbeds. However, its efforts are plagued by a lack of military and logistical

resource.

At the international level, the United Nations, through its missions such as MINUSMA (United Nations
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali) in Mali, has strengthened its presence, although it faces

criticism related to the slow response and the limits of the military mandate granted to it.

On the other hand, the technical and development support programs provided by the European Union and the World
Bank have contributed to supporting reconstruction policies and institutional capacity-building in the security and
local governance sectors, but the impact of these initiatives remains limited in the face of the scale of security
challenges, especially with the absence of an effective coordination mechanism between multiple actors, which leads
to duplication or conflicting efforts in some cases. This undermines the efforts of regional organizations despite the
common strength of the alliance of Sahel countries: Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso signed on September 2023 . 16 the
alliance agreement for defense cooperation against any military intervention from ECOWAS or neighboring countries,
and in order to unite efforts in the fight against terrorism in the "Liptako-Gourma"area, where the borders of the third
countries meet. The decision to form the tripartite alliance was also influenced by the imminent departure " of the
United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali minusam(after the end of its mission, and
the return of the dormant desire of the Tuareg to take control of the territory from the forces of the national

government.

[The United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali, was a UN peace mission in Mali
established in 2013. Its mandate included supporting the political process, stabilizing the country, protecting civilians,
and promoting human rights. MINUSMA was eventually withdrawn at the request of the Malian government in 2023.

https://minusma.unmissions.org/en/history].

4.3 International support shifts and the multiplicity of new centers of influence.
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[Hakim Aladi Najmuddin, “Terrorism in West Africa and the Sahel: Post-Political Regime Change and Alternative
Initiatives to Combat It,” Journal Issues and Analysis - Africa (Egypt: Al-Ahram Center for Political and Strategic

Studies, Issue 3, September 2024)].

The French withdrawal has reshaped the map of international influence in West Africa, with new powers such as
Russia, Turkey and China emerging as alternative providers of military and development support. It is noted that this
transformation reflects the quest of African states to diversify their strategic alliances , but this multiplicity of centers
of influence also creates intrastate conflicts and disparate effects on the stability of security policies in troubled
countries, especially when combined with support for armed groups or illegal political parties for reasons related to

the interests of geopolitical influence.

Security assistance programs have been used as tools of political or economic pressure, which has affected the
sovereign decision-making independence of some countries. There is a wide debate about the intersection of military

aid with the interests of supporting countries more than the goals of real regional security. [OECD, :OP. Cit. P.48.]

As to the growing rivalry between the international forces within the region such as France, Russia, America makes the
region the battleground of the influence of an unspoken, adversely affect the stability of local governments and their
ability to develop policies and terms almost of terrorism to destroy the infrastructure of the state, especially in the
state of financial , Which has serious implications on the stability of the dollar is not the territory as a whole, the non -
E will of the state is a fertile environment for the spread of terrorism and sustained, as pointed out previously that
this in time for the publication of all of the organization rule in the country of Morocco Isle - the community
standardization was and jihad in West Africa - Ansar al-Din In northern Mali, over and affect the stability of
neighboring countries and is a threat to stability in the region as a whole, although it did succeed attempts are case
genuine terrorism, but it has increased the spread of influence of the terrorist groups — especially after the events that
the Arab Spring — in Africa and some Middle East countries that fertile ground for the spread of extremism and
terrorism, and specifically in the West Africa region under study became the continent of Africa, terrorist groups in one
over, the And his groups on the fueling conflict in the next rate increase of refugees and victims in the recruitment of
young people in the ranks of the terrorists, leaving terrorism in Africa is a phenomenon embodied itself and spread
across the border resulting in a new kind of war that experienced by the countries of the continent and increase the
influence of the new territories and specifically West Africa in the shadow of the withdrawal of the French. [Ramy
Ashour, “The Future of Terrorism in Africa... as a Manifestation of New Wars in the World,” Journal of Politics and

Economics (Egypt: Beni Suef University, Volume 17, Issue 16, September 2022).].

5. The Quaternary analysis matrix for assessing security risks and Development challenges in West

Africa after the French withdrawal (SOWT Analysis)
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The SOWT analysis constitutes a strategic tool for a deeper understanding of the impact of the French withdrawal on
the security and development environment in West Africa. This analysis helps to highlight internal strengths and
weaknesses, monitor external opportunities and threats that affect the stability of the territory. Through this

framework, scenarios for dealing with emerging challenges and formulating more sustainable policies can be foreseen.

The African regions face many economic challenges, which have a serious Impact on development at the level of the
African continent ; within the African economic blocs, the development opportunities that are imposed on the African
regions and hinder the adoption of the best mechanisms to reach their goals, and this challenge is imposed on them
by the many and important changes that occur in their internal and external environment; More and more analysis
and conclusion is needed to identify each of the points strengths — weaknesses — opportunities - threats of security
risks and development challenges in West Africa in accordance with the enormous agricultural potential and natural
resources that face many challenges in light of the escalation of terrorism and the emergence of the influence of new
centers of armed groups and terrorist hotbeds that continue to survive. In light of the above; the study highlights the
strengths that West Africa has of resources within the region to make the maximum possible use of which promotes
development with how to provide the necessary climate of political and economic stability, identify the opportunities
available to seize them, achieve the hoped and desired development goals, in addition to identifying and identifying
weaknesses and threats; To counteract them or reduce their negative effects on the success of opportunities to
strengthen the security that undermines terrorism.

Therefore, this may require analyzing all the factors surrounding the West African region, diagnosing its
strengths and opportunities, with the aim of not benefiting from them, and their weaknesses and obstacles that stand
in the way of their success, in order to adapt to them or avoid them.

Internal factors are called strengths and weaknesses, while external factors are called opportunities and threats, and
when conducting such a targeted analysis of the internal and external environment, itis called SOWT Analysis and
it can be defined as: a process carried out by a working group to identify strengths and weaknesses in the internal
environment of the organization, opportunities and threats in the external environment that affect effectiveness ¢this
contributes to the development of strategies, the development of strengths and opportunities, overcoming
weaknesses and threats.[Zakaria Mohammed Zakaria Heiba, Mahmoud Ali Ahmed al-Sayed, "environmental analysis
usingthe SOWT model( in education, its concept and mechanisms of application", Journal of Educational Sciences

Saudi Arabia:( King Saud University, Issue 4, Issue 1, October 2016).].
Each of the points strengths - weaknesses - opportunities - threats are as follows:

[Fadia djegoubi,"The roleof SOWT strategic analysisin imporoving the performance of the organization case study of
El-zeban El-Kantara mills Sakra”, Master thesis (Algeria: Mohamed Khidr University, Faculty of economic,

commercial and Management Sciences, 2016).].
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Strengths: the strengths of any organization are: its resources and the extent to which they are available, which can
be used to create competitive advantages, or are the advantages and possibilities that the organization has
compared to what competitors have .

Weaknesses: these are weaknesses faced by the organization that seriously affect the effectiveness of its
performance, and weaknesses should be eliminated as much as possible.

Opportunities: represent the desired basic situation of the organization's environment, the positive or auxiliary
factors available in the organization's environment, which must be exploited by the entrepreneur, which make the
project idea practically achievable, however, they are often beyond the control of the entrepreneur, and they differ
from the strengths on the one hand that the latter are positive factors the former are internal, the former are external
positive factors.

Threats: are the undesirable situation of the organization's environment, or obstacles that make the organization
unable to reach its goals and affect its management directly .

A SOWT analysis of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and threats is being conducted to better assess internal
strengths and weaknesses, as well as external opportunities and threats.the French withdrawal from West Africa
represents a major turning point in the security and development landscape of the region, where ongoing
transformations have revealed strengths and future opportunities, but also highlighted new weaknesses and threats.
In this context, the quad analysis matrix seeks to provide an integrated assessment of the current situation, supporting

decision makers in developing effective strategies.

123



Table No (1)

Results of the SOWT analysis of assessing security risks and Development challenges in West Africa after

the French withdrawal.

Strengths weaknesses
1-The ability of national armies to restructure. 1-The fragility of state institutions in the  West
2-The emergence of new regional alliances. African region.
3-Orientation towards the diversification of | 2- Poor regional security coordination.
trading partners. 3-Worsening of humanitarian crises

4-Growing public awareness of the importance of | 4-Increasing corruption and lack of transparency.

domestic security.

Opportunities Threats

I -Advantage of natural resources to support 1-The growing expansion of terrorist groups.

development 2-The spread of transnational organized crime.

o 3-The risk of competing foreign interventions.
2—Promote local community Initiatives.
4-The increasing phenomenon of internal

3—based on modern technology and the . . .
displacement of Internal displacement in

ibility of buildi t Afri
possibility of bullding autonomous African the West African region (Mali, Niger and

def tems.
clense systems Burkina Faso) creaching the rest of the

regions.

Source: The table was prepared by the researcher based on the following: United Nations Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Sahel Humanitarian Needs Overview, (New York, UNOCHA, 2023).

-United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, West Africa Drug Report, (Vienna: UNODC, March 2023).
-United Nations Development Programe, Sahel Human Development Report, (New York, NY: UNODC, March 2023).

The internal environment in West Africa is a combination of strengths, such as the restructuring of armies, the
formation of regional alliances, and the diversification of partnerships, along with the growing public awareness of
security, while it is offset by weaknesses such as institutional fragility, weak security coordination worsening
humanitarian crises, and escalating corruption. As for the external environment, it opens up opportunities for
transformation through the repositioning of international partners and the growing global interest in the region, in

contrast to the constant threats of Western withdrawal and the escalation of cross-border terrorism.
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Results:

1.The escalation of terrorism and its direct impact on development, the security vacuum has led to an increase in the
intensity of terrorist attacks, hindering the implementation of vital development projects and weakening

reconstruction efforts.

2. The decline in foreign direct investment has discouraged foreign investors from entering conflict zones, which

has led to a slowdown in economic growth and an increase in unemployment and poverty.

3. Exacerbating the crises  of internal displacement and migration, terrorist operations have forced hundreds of
thousands to leave their regions, increasing the burden on governments and weakening the ability of states to provide

basic services.

4. Reshaping regional and international alliances, the French withdrawal led to a vacuum that attracted new
international powers, creating alternative alliances That may contribute to changing the balance of development and

international support.

5. Increasing dependence on humanitarian aid, most of the funding went to urgent relief rather than long -term

development investment, which weakened the chances of building resilient economies.
Recommendations:

1. To build national security capacities and strengthen security governance, local security agencies should be

developed and equipped with expertise and resources to effectively counter terrorist threats.

2. To formulate flexible and integrated development strategies, development plans should be designed that are able

to adapt to the security situation, focusing on productive sectors and modern technologies.

3. Investing in human capital, education and vocational training should be given top priority to promote

employment opportunities and reduce the attractiveness of involvement in armed groups.

5. Strengthening joint regional action to combat terrorism, regional frameworks such as ECOWAS should be

supported to develop joint security and development plans that achieve collective stability in the region.

Conclusion

The study reflects the security and political reality in West Africa about a dual landscape that reflects a contradiction
between promising paths and others fraught With security risks. While some countries are showing increasing
capacity to rebuild their militaries, forge regional alliances and diversify their partnerships, fragile Institutions,
deteriorating humanitarian conditions and rampant corruption continue To constrain this progress. At the external

level, geopolitical transformations, in particular the Western withdrawal and the escalation of cross-border terrorism,
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pose complex challenges, but at the same time open up opportunities for reshaping the development model away

from traditional subordination.
Forward-looking vision

In light of the foregoing, it is based on the fact that achieving sustainable stability in West Africa inevitably goes
through two complementary paths: strengthening national and regional security on the one hand, and building a
comprehensive development model based on good Governance, empowering local communities and investing in
infrastructure and human resources on the other. The ability of the countries of the region to transform current
threats into catalysts for economic and social advancement will determine their future, provided that there is political
will, coordination of regional efforts, and the adoption of innovative approaches That take into account the specifics

of the African context.
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