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Journal Sections:

1. Studies and Research Department:

It is devoted to displaying scientific studies and research presented by researchers and professors
mterested in the magazine's topics. This research may be theoretical, a case study, based on
international experiences, etc. The size of the study is between 5,000 and 7,000 words.

2. issue topic

The magazine may allocate in each issue a file that sheds light on a specific issue or topic,
consistent with the magazine's interests. The size of the study in this section ranges from 5,000 to
7,000 words.

3. Translations section

This section 1s devoted to presenting the translation of texts from foreign languages into Arabic
for the Arab reader's benefit. The text must be consistent with the topics of the journal and not
exceed 20 pages.

4. Reports and Indicators Section:

This section 1s devoted to presenting and analyzing the most important global and country
reports and indicators related to armed groups and extremism, such as the Global Terrorism
Index, the Global Peace Index, and the Conflict and Political Violence Index. The size of the
scientific paper 1n this section 1s within the limits of 3000 words.

5. Book Reviews and Offers Section:

It is devoted to presenting summaries, critical readings, and reviews prepared by specialized
researchers on books published on the subjects of armed groups, extremism, violence, global

terrorism, etc. The size of the abstract 1s 3000 words, while the size of the critical review ranges
from 3000 to 4000 words.

0. The section on seminars and scientific conferences:

It 1s devoted to presenting a report. presenting a report on the activities and events of a scientific

conference or symposium on the 1ssues of armed groups and extremism. The size of the report 1s
3000 words.
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Submission guidelines:

1. The research paper must be original, written
specifically for the magazine, and never been
published in whole or in part in any physical
and/or electronic publication and/or platform.

2. Research papers may be submitted in Arabic,
English, or French language, and findings must
be communicated as clear as possible while
adhering to the highest academic standards and
best practices of scientific integrity.

3. The research should be accompanied by a
brief biography of the author in both Arabic
and English.

4. Only research papers related to the field of
interest of the magazine will be accepted, must.

5. The research paper should adopt the
following format guidelines:

* Title of the article, first and last name of the

¢ All submissions must be sent via e-mail to
j-extremism@democraticac.de

6. All submissions may be subject to:

* blind peer review by referees belonging to the
journal’s scientific committee and editorial
board

* a reply to inform the researcher one of the
following: publication, deferred publication
pending review of comments, or rejection.

 automatic rejection when found in violation
of publishing guidelines.

¢ deferred publication due to objective
considerations related to quality and scientific
originality.

* no financial rewards.

7. The magazine accepts books reviews about

author, professional title, highest degree books related to the field of interest and
achieved, affiliated institution, and e-mail, in published in any language, range between 3000
both Arabic and English. - 4000 words.

* A minimum of 5000 and maximum of 7000
words (including references, tables, figures,
and appendices), in addition to a summary of
150 to 200 words, and at least four keywords,
all in Arabic and English.

*» The research is written in a Word file in page
size (A4) and font Times New Roman size 14.

* The structure must include the following
manner: introduction, body, and conclusion.

* The research question and problem,
theoretical framework, hypothesis,
methodology and relevance must be clearly
stated, and must display a mastering of
scientific analysis.

» The requirements and standards in the
American Psychological Association's (APA)
Publication Guidelines for documentation must
be followed.

10

8. Also, the magazine accepts translations of
research that falls within the field of interest,
published in a language other than Arabic (if
the Arab Democratic Center is granted
copyright and translation rights).

9. More, the magazine is interested in
publishing analysis of reports, seminars or
indexes related to the magazine's field of
interest, e.g. The Global Terrorism Index. The
submission should not exceed 3000 words.

10. The journal is not responsible for the
contents of the article of the opinions expressed
by the author(s), and the research published
does not reflect the opinion of the magazine or
those of the Arab Democratic Center.

11. The magazine also refuses to publish any
scientific material that harms ethics, religions,
beliefs, the dignity of people, or praises
extremism and violence.



Al | e lazdly b atl] Lliad Alme

Journal of extremism and armed groups

YoYoo YY) aaadl-. v adeldl

Vol.07, Issue21, 2025 ISSN:2628-8389

VY

\Y

Yy

1A

1y

Y

V.1

Slagiall o

sl S

Jolgidl a8l 9o (de wlagdly byl dae il Sbluseld (SKddl Jelomill
Flaix|
il Ay Sbumid] sy ALl Audlo¥ ) 5L |
bl Ogaall JI 5,8l ya gl (et gubeudly ol A
Sy Sl o 48l JISaT 3

Students’ Perspectives on Soft Skills Development
in Moroccan Higher Education Institutions with
Regulated Access

2l Lad) s gl Jedinag Joodll allasl

Sty Slelfll o eslond! Joall Ay § aiall

gl

Jama lajally 3sial) GLISE) (s e Apasial clilai¥)
dgalgal)

11

Slele da

pein ¢ Lo

dala ?a.ld\



dxludl alelexdly b ylaill Llad dlzs YoY0 YN saadl-V il
Journal of extremism and armed groups
Vol.07, Issue21, 2025 ISSN:2628-8389

B9 Azl e (s 9yially ais 1ol suadl @Sl o a0 Al ileLazedly o, lail s Aloes § W gl
& el o Ll ey A LasSions § eyt Alael ) oliats | (e Regite Buale cilaolys Jozegd stall 1 el
GFoloiasdl adl 3L utdy (oo sdles Blidbg ! (bl Slasle calize (o Byladll LS Jlze
Ooleyd e
SSHU I e o lolll G suiad LeS5h 2udos Auale Alxe (£ Al clelozly )Ll LLas dlxs
LT Llad Jy> Sluly clals sy Gad s 20 IS 2adaiily duyall cuslll Jolyaesadl Gl
£909 Autos ¥ Lmay Al ke o)y c@llall blie caliie 3 dmlall clelasdly 23l bz slgus¥ls
Sl gloa¥) Aolyy MBI 213 AludYly Aelar¥l aglall Claass (ois s Sodais Aecle
les (0gilally Aol Sladally Lwldl polall 59,40l sia 3,0y cAmludl wlelomdl blady 28kl
1 LS Lz glgag Ay ¢ odLudl) Sl gl sliand¥lg  De¥ly Ao ulally  uaidl eleg op Loxa!
Foldl
Slelazd! duoyled @l capall swliidl (8,3l pginga § duarmseilly 305101 ekl (o 2l s puad
Slelezlly Bylatll LLad Alna” Hlaus] &) s s> e Jol gorally @uld¥l gsrall e @ 2Ll
Sl oot ¥lg 3 1 5yalls, Aalasll Aualadl w120 Grumimitlly ot Ll alof Loyl mtdpue "asledl
Lyl Aewailly Aslatlly dpclarndly Aobaid¥ly Lwlildly AWl Lelals cus o ad,kall
Wlaail clelosd! Lo g lgunl JSAT 30e da T @l Al cilebosedl Aalys Sy ez glgats¥ls
cally cguliadls mslsndly (gSall aatll sl Loy (asyly 2u8,all lelonlly (3aye2lls
(@) Glalally (gslazadly
Joadl & a8,latll ollialls Amledl ilelazll blad delbas ol § gadally el ) Al i LS
AUl Lple 58,5 ) aualsll (o Aalieio of 8yslatd (Aualud of Aubolydans (Lbolaal CaMlas ! e 2alzxll
& el iy s bl clelozdly 3 T 3lats 1 auislsll (2 Layad Coue Led LS e axdds
Sbsimd sl G Azl deiad LS ouSomtll Sl ook 2uls s 2 (g, adll aelgal 3T Blie J) Las
A&l A9l c Mzl Aie g4 oLl 9. LA lagololl Las e
Aalall Ziell] An s (Bjarll Bism, Il aBlomly sl 1 s9utim 8 palio gy S ool LS putans 3Ll 3
1 e Lyl paiael (3 SYI ol Lo Alomall dso el Hale ) Jiad 319 Amall yoymetll diiang ylitdudll
el

ladd  2aily Gl pelarll bl daala clog e pliass

12

daadl A8




dxludl alelexdly b ylaill Llad dlzs YoY0 YN suadl- Y el
Journal of extremism and armed groups
Vol.07, Issue21, 2025 ISSN:2628-8389

Flei¥l ol 281 5o he Loy o ylatll dae |l olsluceld (Kbl Jlomd!
Network Analysis of Pro-Extremism and Terrorism Accounts on Social Media
C)"’-"'J” s C}La WL.!..)

Ayl padele

Lagdat 3ecl 0d ) Jsvmsll clldg colagly cd,basld daeludl el giatly colyluseld daglill lSad! Juloes ) Aol yll cidiin
Siazely LaylSaT 79,3 3 Apelaxa¥) IS ad) adlsl Liauds s3g <8ylatlly laydl daeludl bl sda Ji- 1 Juolsally Jelal)
Seidl deddl 3161 e dlyuliSocial network Analysis (e lal daeladl cblusdly olgiall (e diue (e Gadaslly
5" alymals" a8gaX galip aldiial Sl e w3 s Y YT Ll V Gy VoYY LagiSTY L e sl I Tanlee g3/
NodeXL goliys plasinels ($addl Julmill ¢l y2] 39 Gephi daubs @b e Soebeo (Sidd! Jedomadl 8151 o ) dolydl cilingg «
ASYIwal e Gyl e el S calyzmidiy Slsd (adge e ladly cylaall Aaelul) SIS § Jeland) 4Salipos

ol ells elae¥ dlamdl el dpumes Lol s T LS cla iy Blae ulSad] pamy ASead! Js 1o Tls

NodeXL JeuS] 355 zalipe — clarll — Clagl — (sleaa¥l Joolsill adlge — (Seddl Jelmtll i bial | oLk
Abstract:

The study aimed to analyze the networks of accounts and channels that support
extremism and terrorism on social media, to reach a deeper understanding of the nature of
interaction and communication within these accounts that support terrorism and extremism
and their use of social networks to promote their ideas. The study used Social Network
Analysis SNA tool by applying it to a sample of the supporting channels and accounts of
terrorist organizations on “Telegram” and “Twitter”, during the period from October 30,
2022, until January 1, 2023. Data was extracted using the NodeXL program and network
analysis was conducted using Gephi program. The study concluded that the network
analysis tool helped to understand the nature and dynamics of interaction in the networks
supporting extremism and terrorism on Twitter and Telegram, it helped also to identify the
most influential nodes within the network, and the size of the networks compared to others,
and it also made it possible to determine the geographical distribution of the members of
those networks.

Keywords: Social Network Analysis — Social Networks — Terrorism — Extremism -
NodeXL
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Abstract
The Atlantic Initiative launched by King Mohammed VI represents a significant
development in Morocco's foreign policy, emerging within the context of regional and
international transformations that necessitate enhanced cooperation and the establishment
of new partnerships. The initiative aims to break the isolation of the Sahelian and
Saharan African countries and to promote shared development with African nations
bordering the Atlantic Ocean, making it a multidimensional project that reflects
Morocco’s national ambition to consolidate its position on the African continent. Its
objectives intersect between the political dimension, which seeks to strengthen African
autonomy and solidarity, and the economic dimension, which aims to foster regional
integration and joint development. This balance between political and economic goals
highlights the initiative’s potential to establish an integrated and sustainable Atlantic
African space capable of effectively addressing regional and international challenges.

This research paper seeks to examine the circumstances surrounding the emergence
of this initiative, its various dimensions, and the potential constraints that may
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accompany its implementation, while also exploring how Morocco works to create
conditions that ensure its success and the achievement of its strategic objectives.
Keywords : Atlantic Initiative, Morocco, Africa, Solidarity.
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Summary :

The article examines the complex relationship between politics and religion, stressing
the power structures that result from their interaction. It investigates how years of real-
world experience have influenced intellectual traditions that have helped define this
interplay and assess how much one domain impacts the other. Using an analytical
approach, the study explores religion's methodological aspect rather than its dogmatic
dimension, highlighting the outcomes of the long-standing overlap between politics and
religion. However, a key issue arises from the fact that religion, as a concept, does not fit
neatly into the oppositional framework that includes the concept of the state, a fact that
makes it difficult to examine the conflicts between the two. This tension justifies the
shifting scope of their points of contact, which expand or contract based on each field’s
position within the other’s world of thought.

The paper contends that ambiguities in the relationship between religion and politics
function at different levels of awareness and acquire meanings suited to changing
circumstances, as they are social phenomena characterized by a particular dynamism. This
dynamism makes it possible to track the outcomes of the relationship in ways inseparable
from the epistemological content, reflecting the social and political dimensions of
historical experience—an experience that serves as a foundation for understanding
transformations in the social context. Religious values are frequently infused into the state
through such transformations, and vice versa, depending on the situation. Religion and
politics continue to permeate each other, either widening or contracting in accordance with
different social contracts and governing structures, where the social and the individual are
continuously redefining themselves. This holds true even in secularized societies, where
the relationship persists, and the two domains occupy corresponding roles.

Keywords: religion, politics, power, separation, contract.
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Abstract

Today’s business environment has become more complex and highly competitive.
Employers across various industries hire candidates with discipline-based knowledge and
strong soft skills because technical and professional skills alone cannot help them achieve
organizational objectives and stay competitive. The purpose of this study is to examine
students’ perceptions of soft skills and their importance for academic and professional
success, identify the barriers that hinder the development of these skills, and suggest
measures to improve the effectiveness of soft skills development courses. Data was
collected through a survey with both open-ended and closed-ended questions from 182
undergraduate students at Moroccan higher education institutions with regulated access.
The findings showed that respondents recognize the importance of soft skills for their
academic success and employability. It was found that a lack of proficiency in the French
language and limited knowledge of job market requirements hinder the development of
students’ soft skills. The results also indicated that hands-on activities, oral presentations,
debates, group projects, and workshops are the most effective measures that universities
should implement to enhance students’ soft skills.
Keywords: employability, higher education, soft skills, students’ perception
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Introduction

Over the last two decades, soft skills have gained significant importance among
researchers in various fields, as they have been highly valued and recognized as
fundamental components of the skills required for academic success, employability,
professional development, and career advancement (Trilling & Fadel, 2012;
Vasanthakumari, 2019). Although technical and soft skills are necessary for a successful
professional career, soft skills are mostly seen as being more vital, particularly given that
they are crucial to thriving in different professions and optimizing opportunities and
resources in an increasingly globalized world. Years ago, technical knowledge was the
only skill sought after for career employment; nonetheless, today’s job requirements
reveal that hard skills are not enough to keep individuals employed and advance in their
professional careers. There is now more emphasis on what people can do with the
knowledge they have and on their soft skills to enhance productivity and solve problems.

Soft skills have the potential to determine and predict an individual’s success. To be
employed, recruiters not only consider academic qualifications but also interpersonal
attributes. In a setting where everyone is academically qualified, soft skills can
differentiate these graduates and give them positional advantages over their peers (Succi
& Canovi, 2019; Azmi et al., 2018). “Metaphorically, while hard skills provide you with
an opportunity to run the race, your soft skills get you noticed as a competent athlete”
(Sanga, 2024, p.17). The prospective employees are thus expected to possess and have a
competitive edge that distinguishes them from other candidates with similar
qualifications (Schulz, 2008; Volkov et al., 2022).

In today's continuously evolving world, there is a call to promote an education that
focuses not only on technical skills but also on the development of the individual in terms
of behavior, mindset, attitudes, qualities, and values. Soft skills have become essential for
students’ academic success and employability. They lead to effective workplace
performance (Tureck & Tierean, 2021). Therefore, there is increased pressure on higher
education institutions to integrate and develop these skills to meet the highly competitive
and complex business environment. Moroccan universities have been compelled to
implement knowledge and skills-based curricula to prepare students for the challenges that
await them in the business world and enhance their learners’ soft skills to facilitate their
integration into the global marketplace. Universities should equip students with
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competencies and personal attributes, also known as soft skills, to adapt to societal
changes. Nonetheless, there appears to be a lack of consensus regarding the definition of
soft skills. It is often used interchangeably with other terms such as “competency” (Marin-
Zapat et al., 2022) or is referred to as “social skills”, “people skills” (Robles, 2012),
“professional skills” (Environics, 2014), “interpersonal skills” (Laker & Powell, 2011),
“generic skills” (Badcock et al., 2010), “power skills”, “non-cognitive skills”, “twenty-
first-century skills”, and “workforce skills” (Silva, 2009).

Literature Review

According to Feraco et al. (2022), soft skills are adaptable personality traits that
control our cognition, behavior, and emotions. These traits can be described as a unique
combination of behaviors, dispositions, skills, and abilities that enable individuals to
overcome personal and professional challenges (Hussein, 2024). Soft skills are a set of
competencies that influence an employee’s communication proficiency and well-being
(Tankovi¢ et al., 2021). In this regard, Robles (2012) defined soft skills as “character traits,
attitudes, and behaviors- rather than technical aptitudes of knowledge” (p.457). These
attributes help graduates face challenges, adapt to new situations, develop productive
relationships, and thrive in the workplace (Drew, 2017). In the same line of thought,
Culcasi and Venegas (2023, p.25) stated that soft skills are “a dynamic combination of
cognitive and meta-cognitive skills, interpersonal, intellectual, and practical skills. Soft
skills help people to adapt and behave positively to face their professional and personal
challenges (Arnold et al., 2020; Culcasi et al, 2022a; Culcasi & Venegas, 2023). Collins
English Dictionary defines soft skills as “desirable qualities for certain forms of
employment that do not depend on acquired knowledge: they include common sense, the
ability to deal with people, and a positive, flexible attitude” (Robles, 2012, p. 457).
Furthermore, Tieran (2021) considered soft skills as “the collection of fundamental
abilities required to fulfill the three graduation requirements that every student must
complete: the ability to meet employer expectations, the desire to continue learning
throughout one’s life, and to be a good citizen” (as cited in Hussein, 2024). These skills
are considered a significant added value that promotes employability (Caggiano et al.,
2020). Therefore, developing and fostering soft skills will improve job performance and
career advancement. Rogers (1983) argued that “the main goal of education is to promote
creativity, free the mind, and welcome self-direction in the development of democratic
citizens who can be trusted to think, feel, and act for themselves” (p.20). In the same line
of thought, Polakova et al. (2023) stated:

Soft skills are indispensable for ensuring employability, providing a competitive
advantage, future-proofing careers, possessing cross-disciplinary applications, fostering
entrepreneurship and leadership, facilitating professional networking, and enhancing
career advancement prospects. Possessing vital soft skills with digital skills enhances an
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individual’s marketability and unlocks opportunities within the dynamic labor market.
(p.17)

Research has investigated the importance of soft skills for employability, including
problem-solving, teamwork, communication, time management, and cultural adaptability
(Volkov et al., 2022; Klaus, 2010; Mitchell et al., 2010; Bailey, 2014; Grieve, 2013; Smith,
2007). It has been found that 75% of long-term job success depends on interpersonal skills,
while only 25% depends on technical and academic knowledge (Klaus, 2010). Other
research reveals that soft skills contribute to 85% of career success, compared to 15% for
hard skills, which include the knowledge and technical skills developed by students (Watts
& Watts, 2008; National Soft Skills Association, 2015; Vasanthakumari, 2019; Albert &
Husni, 2023). Sharma and Shekhawat (2020) have confirmed the importance of developing
soft skills among students to enhance their competitiveness in the job market. Higher
education institutions play a crucial role in developing and fostering undergraduates’
capacities and skills (Tholen, 2019; Yan et al., 2019). Universities are where students
acquire subject-specific knowledge and soft skills (Cimatti, 2016). Unfortunately, the
mindset of students is often heavily academic-based and exam-oriented. Some graduates
believe that strong academic qualifications will guarantee them a good job. However,
employers seek qualities beyond academic credentials; they are looking for individuals
with strong interpersonal skills. While hard skills are necessary for graduates to secure a
job, soft skills enable them to thrive in any work setting by building relationships, handling
challenges, and fostering collaboration.

To improve students’ employability, universities are increasingly offering courses and
implementing strategies to foster soft skills in a structured, systematic, and comprehensive
manner to help graduates become competent, employable, and successful in their academic
and professional careers. Hongsa (2023) believes that the development of soft skills differs
from the development of technical or specialized skills. It focuses on an individual
approach, self-reflection, and practical application in real-life situations. Thus, a
multifaceted approach should be adopted, encompassing project-based, problem-based,
and experiential learning. Furthermore, Moustadraf's (2021) findings indicate that
graduates' soft skills are more developed through active teaching models. Students ranked
group work, internship, problem-solving approach, role-playing, case study, flipped
classroom, lectures, and project-based learning as the most effective pedagogical methods
for soft skills development. In addition, Caeiro-Rodriguez et al. (2021) conducted a study
on the promotion and instruction of soft skills in higher education institutions across five
European countries. The findings revealed that “problem-based learning” is the most
effective educational strategy, followed by "thinking-based learning," "design thinking,"
and "competency-based learning." Conversely, cooperative learning, gamification, and the
flipped classroom were ranked as the least effective strategies.
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According to Jawabri (2017), hands-on learning experiences and internships are
effective methods for students to develop soft skills. They offer them the opportunity to
practice their academic skills, foster their soft skills, and gain real-time experience before
entering the job market (Tang, 2019; Patacsil & Tablatin, 2017). Moreover, Austin-Egole
et al. (2023) link blended learning with human capital development, demonstrating that
online and offline learning significantly increase students’ engagement and provide
flexibility in learning that leads to better problem-solving and decision-making abilities.
Furthermore, Dilek¢i (2023) finds that blended learning enhances students' emotional
intelligence through group work, debates, and virtual discussions.

To prepare students for the job market and stay competitive in the rapidly evolving
global economy, Moroccan Higher Education has implemented numerous reforms
emphasizing the development of students’ soft skills. It has introduced amendments
requiring the inclusion of soft skills training courses in academic curricula. The new
Strategic Vision Reform (2015-2030) and the ESRI 2030 Pact aim to equip graduates with
essential skills and competencies to succeed internationally, improve the employability of
higher education graduates, bridge the gap between academic and industry needs, and
enhance the quality of education. Therefore, the current study aims to (a) investigate
students’ perceptions of the importance of soft skills for their academic and professional
careers, (b) identify barriers that hinder the development of these soft skills, and (c)
propose strategies to improve the effectiveness of soft skills training courses.

The research questions guiding this study are as follows:
Q1: What are students’ perceptions of possessing soft skills?
Q2: What challenges do students face while developing their soft skills?
Q3: What measures can foster students’ soft skills in higher education?

Research Methods

To achieve the objectives above, this study adopted a mixed-methods research design
and utilized a survey. Participants were selected using a non-probability convenience
sampling method, with 182 students across Moroccan higher education institutions with
regulated access responding to the questionnaire distributed via Google Forms. The
questionnaire included both open-ended and closed-ended questions to ensure that the
results accurately reflect the participants’ views and provide deeper insights into the study
being investigated.

Descriptive data analysis was conducted to obtain means and standard deviations.
Data from closed-ended questions was analyzed using statistical tools, such as percentages
and averages, while data from open-ended questions were analyzed through inductive
thematic analysis.
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Results and Discussion
Respondents’ Demographic Profile

Table 1. Demographic data
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE

N=182 Yo

GENDER Female 118 64.8

Male 64 35.2

AGE 17-21 85 46.7

22-25 41 22.5

+ 26 56 30.8

EDUCATIONAL Doctorat 14 7.7
LEVEL

DUT 52 28.6

Bachelor 83 45.6

Master 33 18.1

The socio-demographic composition of the participants is described in the table
above. The sample is predominantly female, with 118 women (64.8%) compared to 64
men (35.2%). This imbalance could influence certain perceptions of soft skills and
teaching, particularly if specific skills are viewed differently by gender. Furthermore, the
majority of respondents were in the 17-21 age group (46.7%), followed by the over-26 age
group (30.8%), and lastly the 22-25 age group (22.5%). Therefore, the sample mainly
comprises young adults, with a significant presence of older individuals. The data also
indicate an intense concentration at the Bachelor's level (45.6%), followed by DUT
(28.6%), then Master's (18.1%), and finally Doctorate (7.7%).

Awareness of soft skills

The participating students were asked to define the term soft skills. The purpose was
to investigate students’ understanding of the term and what it implies. The analysis of the
results reveals a strong recognition of the importance of soft skills in academic and
professional careers. Indeed, 65.93% of participants consider these skills essential for their
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studies, while 16.48% see them as a key factor in employability. Moreover, almost all
respondents rejected the idea that soft skills are less important than technical skills,
confirming their complementary and indispensable role to hard skills.

Most respondents defined soft skills as behavioural and relational competencies, often
contrasted with hard skills, which are technical and academic. They are perceived as cross-
functional skills, essential to professional and social success, including competencies such
as communication, adaptability, emotional intelligence, leadership, critical thinking, and
time management. Others thought that soft skills lead to personal growth and efficient
interaction. Nonetheless, some respondents believed that soft skills are innate abilities.
They are acquired outside the classroom and increasingly developed through experience
and interaction. One respondent stated:

Soft skills cannot be learned in a classroom setting. They are effectively developed
through personal experience, professional training, and interaction with the outside
world. Our upbringing and the whole social environment have a fundamental impact
on fostering our interpersonal traits.

While others believe that soft skills can be taught and improved at school and university.

Hard skills and soft skills are learned differently, but hand in hand. For example,
class discussion, oral presentations, group work, and critical analysis of some texts
allow us to refine our learning and develop several interpersonal skills.

Furthermore, some respondents stated that soft skills are a fundamental asset in the world
of work, where they can better collaborate, manage challenges, and evolve in a constantly
changing environment. A respondent said:

Today’s job market has become increasingly competitive. Graduates should not only
be experts in a specific field but also have soft skills that will allow them to
distinguish themselves from other candidates with similar qualifications in a job
interview. These skills are fundamental components of career advancement and
employability.

However, not all respondents share the same view. The survey reveals a lack of
perception of employer demands and their impact on professional integration, with only
21.65% of participants associating them directly with recruitment. These results, validated
by a highly significant Chi? test (p-value < 0.0001), indicate a non-random distribution of
responses, underlining a strong but partial consensus on the place of soft skills in
professional success. It is therefore essential to make students and professionals more
aware of their role in employability, notably through targeted training, expert testimonials,
and practical workshops for developing these strategic skills.

To investigate students’ perceptions of soft skills, participants were asked to indicate
which competencies they considered to be soft skills. The findings show that creativity and
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innovation, communication skills, time management, and group work were unanimously
recognized as the most relevant skills for academic and professional success, followed by
problem-solving, emotional intelligence, adaptability and resilience, willingness to learn,
and openness to others. In contrast to the previous competencies, leadership was the subject
of the most debate among participants, suggesting that perceptions of leadership vary
according to individual experiences and learning contexts. Survey participants were asked
to name other soft skills not mentioned in the list; they identified discipline, self-esteem,
conflict management, time management, responsibility, and digital literacy. These results
underline the need for an appropriate pedagogical approach that integrates these soft skills,
with particular attention to skills such as leadership and openness to others, which require
more in-depth awareness programs.

Table 2. Students’ awareness of soft skills

In your opinion, what skill can be categorized as a soft skill?
Skill A/ SA N D/SD
(Frequency, | (Frequency, | (Frequency, %)
%) %)
Problem-Solving 158 (86.8%) 17 (9.3%) 7 (3.8%)
Willingness to Learn 138 (75.9%) 34 (18.7%) 10 (5.4%)
Communication 157 (86.3%) 21 (11.5%) 4 (2.2%)
Leadership 139 (76.4%) 31 (17%) 12 (6.6%)
Teamwork 154 (84.6%) 18 (9.9%) 10 (5.5%)
Openness 149 (81.9%) 26 (14.3%) 7 (3.8%)
Creativity & 162 (89%) 15 (8.2%) 5 (2.7%)
Innovation
Adaptability & 144 (79.1%) 33 (18.1%) 5 (2.7%)
Resilience
Time Management 153 (84%) 21 (11.5%) 7 (3.8%)
Emotional Intelligence | 152 (83.5%) 21 (11.5%) 9 (4.9%)

The relevance of soft skills for education and employment

Analysis of the results reveals a strong recognition of the importance of soft skills in
academic and professional careers. Indeed, 65.93% of participants consider these skills
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crucial for their studies' success, while 16.48% view them as a key factor in employability.
Significantly, many respondents reject the idea that soft skills are less important than
technical skills, affirming their complementary and indispensable role alongside hard
skills. However, the survey exposes a lack of awareness regarding employer demand and
its impact on professional integration, with only 1.65% of participants directly connecting

them to recruitment.

Table 3. Students’ perceptions of soft skills

Statement Frequency Percentage
(n) (%)
Soft skills are not as important as technical skills. 1 0.55%
Soft skills are essential for academic success. 120 65.93%
Soft skills are critical for professional growth. 17 0.34%
Soft skills are hard to attain compared to hard 8 4.40%
skills.
Soft skills are highly sought after by employers. 3 1.65%
Soft skills are considered relevant employability 3 1.65%
skills.
Soft skills are essential for academic and 30 16.48%
professional career advancement.

To further validate students’ perceptions of soft skills relevance, they were asked to
rate the relative importance of a set of 10 skills, derived from previous research, to
identify the skills that are essential in academic training and for professional success, the
skills that students believe they possess, and the skills they aim to develop. The results
revealed that the top five skills highly demanded by employers are problem-solving,
communication, teamwork, creativity and innovation, and time management. On the
other hand, communication, teamwork, openness, adaptability and resilience, and time
management are the top five skills they possess. Besides, the top five soft skills that need
improvement are leadership, time management, emotional intelligence, creativity and
innovation, and communication.

This analysis aims to compare three key dimensions of soft skills among
participants. The first one is the soft skills deemed necessary in the world of work, the
second is the soft skills that participants feel they possess, and finally, the soft skills they
wish to develop. This approach enables us to identify gaps between perceived
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importance, actual competence, and the need for enhancement, thus highlighting the
skills to be strengthened as a priority.

Table 4. Correlation between perceived importance, skill level, and skills

improvement.
Soft Skills Required Possessed Desired Frequency (1
in Work (%) Development in X
(%) (%) participants)
Problem-solving 129 112 73 (40.11%) 1inl1.41
(70.88%) (61.54%)
Communication 36 29 (15.93%) | 30 (16.48%) 1in5.05
(19.78%)

Willingness to learn | 11 (6.04%) | 30 (16.48%) | 36 (19.78%) 1in 16.54
Leadership 4(2.20%) | 4(2.20%) | 24 (13.19%) 1in45.5
Teamwork 2 (1.10%) | 5 (2.75%) 3 (1.65%) 1in 91

Creativity and - - 8 (4.40%) 1in 22.75
Innovation

Time Management - - 3 (1.65%) 1in 60.7

Openness - 1 (0.55%) 3 (1.65%) 1in 60.7
Adaptability and - 1 (0.55%) 2 (1.10%) 1in91
Resilience

Table 4 above summarizes the number of participants who selected each soft skill
across the three categories. Problem-solving dominates all three categories, indicating that
it is considered the most crucial soft skill in the workplace (70.88%), already possessed by
many (61.54%), and still sought for improvement (40.11%). Communication is also highly
valued, with nearly consistent percentages across the three dimensions (between 15% and
20%), suggesting it is a skill that individuals continuously refine. However, a significant
disparity exists between the necessity of learning to learn and its possession. While only
6.04% view it as essential in the workplace, 16.48% claim to possess it, and 19.78% want
to develop it. This discrepancy highlights a shifting perception that people acknowledge
continuous learning is necessary to adapt to technological and market changes and climb
the career ladder. Furthermore, data reveals that Leadership is significantly undervalued as
a workplace requirement (2.20%) but is among the most sought-after for development
(13.19%). This reflects a late realization of its importance for career progression, as many
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professionals only recognize its necessity when they aspire to higher responsibilities and
career advancement. Despite being fundamental in most modern jobs, teamwork is the least
emphasized skill in all three dimensions (1.10%, 2.75%, and 1.65%, respectively).
Participants do not perceive it as a crucial differentiator in professional success. As far as
creativity, time management, adaptability, and openness are concerned, they are minimally
selected for development, possibly due to a lack of awareness about their relevance in the

evolving job market and their impact on career success.

Challenges to soft skills development

The acquisition of soft skills is essential for academic and professional success, but is
often hampered by various challenges. Participants were asked about the challenges they
encountered in developing soft skills. This section identifies the key barriers to soft skills
development and analyses their distribution according to gender, level of education, and
age group. Table 5, below, summarizes the percentage of the responses.

Table 5. Barriers to soft skills development

Barriers to soft skills Frequency | Percentage (%)
development (N)

Language deficiency 83 45,6%

Lack of knowledge 79 43,4%

Lack of adequate training 65 35,7%

Lack of confidence 54 29,7%
Non-encouraging environment 49 26,9%

and adaptation issues

The results revealed that language deficiency is the most frequent difficulty (45.6%).
Limited French language proficiency is a significant barrier to the development of soft
skills. Using the French language in higher education as the main language of instruction
may present a notable barrier, as many students lack the proficiency required to engage
actively with course content and, thus, develop their interpersonal abilities. According to
Cummins (2000), limited language proficiency increases cognitive load, making it difficult
for students to process abstract ideas or participate in critical thinking and collaborative
tasks. Research has also revealed that students in non-native language settings often
experience anxiety, reduced motivation, and fear of making linguistic errors, which limit
classroom participation and communication (Aguilar & Rodriguez, 2012; Vinke et al.,
1998). In Morocco, Bouzidi (2019) found that this language gap often results in passive
learning behaviors and prevents students from developing essential interpersonal and
leadership skills. This disconnect has long-term consequences, as Moroccan employers
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frequently cite poor communication and presentation skills among university graduates,
linking these deficiencies to the language challenges experienced during their studies
(British Council, 2013). Thus, the instructional language is key for academic success,
employability, and the holistic development of soft skills. Therefore, there is a significant
need for language training to meet both academic and professional requirements.

The results also revealed that a lack of knowledge (43.4%) is another barrier to
improving soft skills, indicating that participants feel they do not have enough expertise to
develop their soft skills effectively. They concentrate more on exam-focused subjects and
passing tests than on developing soft skills. Furthermore, participants believed that a lack
of training (35.7%) hampered soft skills growth, emphasizing the impact of psychological
factors on learning and professional integration. Lack of confidence and an unstimulating
environment (29.7% and 26.9%) were also concerns, showing that large class sizes hamper
soft skills development.

Data analysis concerning the correlation of the challenges with their distribution
according to gender, level of education, and age group reveals that the influence of gender
is highly significant (p = 0.005). Females report a greater lack of self-confidence and
knowledge, while males seem less affected by these difficulties. The level of study was
also significant (p = 0.021). Bachelor's and DUT students have more language and
knowledge deficiencies, which may be linked to a lack of specialization, while Master's
and PhD students feel more confident and better prepared. This is consistent with their
advanced training and increased professional experience. Furthermore, age has a
significant impact (p = 0.014). The 17-21 age group reports a significant lack of self-
confidence, and the 22-25 age group had more language difficulties and a lack of
knowledge. These results show that difficulties vary significantly according to age.
Younger students (aged 17-21) have more gaps in their academic and language skills, while
older students (aged 26+) face more adaptation challenges.

Measures to improve soft skills development
The respondents were asked to suggest measures higher education institutions should
undertake to enhance their soft skills development. Data are presented in Table 6 below.

Table 6. Measures to enhance students’ soft skills

Development Methods Frequency Percentage (%)
(N)

More hands-on activities 136 25,1%

Oral Presentations & Debates 114 21%

Group projects & workshops 112 20,7%
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Role play & Problem-based case studies | 104 19,2%
More usage of ICT 53 9,8%
Blended Learning Methods 23 4,2%

Data analysis shows that most respondents (n=136) suggested that instructors should
organize more hands-on activities, because these activities are highly effective in
developing soft skills. Research reveals that hands-on building activities positively impact
technical and soft skills development (Kline et al., 2020). In addition, oral presentations
and debates rank among the top measures to foster learners’ soft skills. Hall (2011) found
that debate can enhance critical thinking and communication skills. Yang and Rusli (2012)
also discovered that debate as a pedagogical tool enhances critical thinking, higher-order
thinking, and study skills compared to traditional teaching methods. The preparation and
delivery of arguments in debates and oral presentations help students develop their
research, critical thinking, problem-solving, communication, and self-confidence. Another
method suggested by the survey participants is group projects and interactive workshops.
These methods promote practical skills acquisition, aid students in developing teamwork
and communication skills, and allow them to apply their technical knowledge to real-world
situations. Moreover, projects can require students to learn new skills and adapt to
changing environments, fostering adaptability and problem-solving.

Data analysis also revealed that 19.2% of the respondents believe that role-play
techniques and problem-based case studies will help students develop their soft skills.
These approaches enable students to develop soft skills by collaboratively working in
groups to tackle real-world problems (Macedo et al., 2024). Respondents also suggested
that university instructors should implement more Information and Communication
Technologies (ICT) in the educational process. Introducing interactive technologies in the
learning-teaching process helps students acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to
meet the modern world's requirements. Nonetheless, only 4.2% of the survey respondents
suggested blended learning for soft skills development. Most respondents believe that
active learning (Problem-based learning and project-based learning) is more effective in
fostering students’ soft skills (Dziuban et al., 2018).

Furthermore, a correlation analysis of demographic variables and the measures
suggested by the survey respondents for soft skills development was conducted. The
results reveal that the influence of gender is highly significant (p=0.003). Females prefer
interactive and collaborative methods (oral presentations, debates, role-playing, group
work, etc.) while male respondents have a more balanced distribution of chosen methods.
Participants’ academic level significantly influences the choice of these measures
(p=0.015). Undergraduate students favor interactive and group methods. On the other
hand, Doctoral students are more likely to adopt independent and theoretical approaches.
Age is a highly significant factor (p = 0.007). The 17-21 age group prefers oral
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presentations and role-playing, while the 22-25 age group and those over 26 opt for more
individualized approaches.

Conclusion

The significance of soft skills for academic and professional success cannot be
overstated, especially as the professional landscape has become unpredictable. This study
aimed to enhance the understanding of how university students perceive soft skills and
their importance for their academic achievement and employability. Data analysis revealed
that undergraduate students are not fully aware of the necessity of developing soft skills.
While participants recognized the importance of soft skills for academic and professional
success, some students felt the need to enhance certain soft skills essential for employment
and career advancement. Results also showed that language proficiency is key to academic
success, employability, and the holistic development of soft skills. Students need language
training to meet both academic and professional requirements. There is also a need to raise
awareness about the importance of soft skills development for students’ employability. It
has become imperative for graduates to possess these skills to advance in their careers and
remain competitive in the professional job market. The research findings also indicated
that the university’s role in fostering soft skills among students is inadequate. Students
believe these institutions should implement effective strategies that align with the demands
of the continuously evolving workplace. They expect to acquire sound discipline-based
knowledge and secure employment after graduation. Therefore, higher education
institutions must adopt a knowledge- and skills-based curriculum. By integrating a
multifaceted approach that combines active learning, experiential learning, interactive
methods, project-based learning, and personal initiatives, universities will nurture well-
rounded professionals capable of facing labor market challenges and contributing to
society.

Limitations and Future Work

Because female respondents are overrepresented in the sample, data interpretation
should be approached with caution. Future research with more gender-balanced samples is
necessary to understand students' perceptions and differences in abilities related to
developing soft skills. Additionally, the findings cannot be generalized to the wider
population because the sample was not randomly selected, and the participants do not
reflect the demographics of universities across different academic levels. Therefore, further
research on soft skills development using stratified random sampling is recommended.
Moreover, this study only examined students’ perceptions of a subset of soft skills and did
not cover all skills.
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Abstract
The individual has become, in our present time, an active global citizen, with a global
awareness that transcends the narrow horizon of the nation-state, and has a role and
responsibility in the existing international order and his role is expected to evolve with time.
This is because the international order is not a static framework, one of its dynamic features
and continuous change, according to the ability of the actors to move within this system. It is
expected that in the future, the concept of major powers will be transcended into major
networks, whether political, economic or religious, and the individual will have a role in this
new formation of the international order, but this role will be at the expense of the nation-
state, so that affiliation becomes religious, ideological, cultural and human more than
national. However, if this change takes place, it will not lead to the end of the state, but to a
shrinking of the roles it will play in the future.
Key words: Global citizenship, the international order, the state, international units,
interaction.
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Abstract

The importance of Labor Law is the basis for the rapid development of its rules. It
occupies a prominent position among other branches of law. The rules of labor law regulate
individual and collective relationships between workers and employers« on the one hand:

upon which labor disputes are resolved .The subject of settling collective labor disputes is
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an important topic for research and study. To address this topic« we first discussed and
addressed collective labor disputes and then the mechanism for settling these disputes:

given their interconnectedness.

The mechanism for settling collective labor disputes involves several means:
beginning with collective negotiations between workers and the labor union on the one
hand« and the employer on the other. After negotiations fail« either party has the right to
resort to a conciliation representative at the Ministry of Labor. If the conciliation
representative fails to resolve the dispute within ten days< the Minister must refer the
dispute to a conciliation committee. If the conciliation committee fails to resolve the
dispute within two weeks: either party has the right to resort to the competent court. If
neither party resorts to court nor the collective labor dispute affects the public interest« the
Minister of Labor has the right to compel both parties to appear before an arbitration
committee formed by the Minister. This committee consists of a presiding judge« a
representative of the Minister« a representative of the workers« and a representative of the

employers.

Keywords: Labor Law« Labor Disputes« Collective Bargaining« Conciliation«< Arbitration
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Sexual deviations between the problems of rights and freedoms and ways of
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Abstract:

Recently, some voices have been raised calling for sexual rights and freedoms outside
the framework of legitimate marital bonds. This has led to the emergence of numerous
forms of sexual deviation. The options for engaging in sexual instinct have multiplied, and
its forms and forms have diversified. This phenomenon has spread across various
countries, both developed and developing. Therefore, this phenomenon does not differ
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between countries; rather, the differences between them are manifested in the differences
in behavioral and moral standards that vary according to these cultures.

In light of the spread of sexual deviations, this has resulted in significant confusion
in legislation, and differing approaches to this phenomenon. Some support it as a matter of
rights and freedoms, while others oppose it, considering it an attack on one of the values
that legislators seek to protect. The study is of legal importance due to the seriousness and
increasing prevalence of sexual deviation crimes, given their multiple repercussions for the
individual and society. The study's problematic aspect emerges as deviant sexual relations
have become public in many legislations. Furthermore, the current prevalence of sexual
deviation crimes is due to the multiple demands to legalize and protect the rights of
homosexuals and perverts, in application of the principle of equality and the right to
privacy.

The study is divided into two sections. In the first, we address the nature of sexual
deviations. In the second, we discuss the approach of positive legislation towards these
deviations, ranging from those who support them to those who oppose them. We also
discuss the approach taken by Islamic law towards these same deviations.

Keywords: Homosexuality, sexuality, perversion, homosexuality, sadism
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